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To the frfoter q* the POLITIC. At; REGIS f ER. J 

Stfc> . ^ _ _ •• - : /> 

**iT^iE^^ei^s Hdvittgjb^ft fleteiSfed; frdhl tiitle id time. a* 
X t&ejcjijef receivers of ftdlen goods', arte} therefore jum/ 
prefuaqecj ,t6 'be encouragers pf dur ; lov/er people to fuch, a£ta 
(of feloiljr.; .having alfo been lately charged with and furpec- 
ted of .winy burglaries ;\and fotrie <5f thern con V idled ot the 
fame j land. jis J>y tjiefc 'rpifdeecls they ire become a fort q(\ 
topic t cjf ..cpitinioii co,n verted on ; ' I j,uctaed It riot amifs 'to in- 
form ^reyour' Readers iff their tiijiory * in Btigldnd'^\N 
which w no\c6rparageme"nt to "them is riiearit, many honeff, 
worthy men bein'g ; foifrid fcthdng them", 'but "only to give afi . 
idea of the genius .and difpofitions of that.,De6ptej as if.ap-- 
pears ffom Hiflorical Evidence.' ' ".. i% '/ "- ' ., 

W>E 4b not .read apy tbirig worth mentioning Goncerning 
the J^wtf. ip Eaglami, JtiJl -the time bfj.Ktng John 3 except 
that they' were irivitedrimo *bi* kingdom by. William the, 
ConqikefOfV And came hither from Rouen, in Normandy.- So 
early^s tte'rtign of King Stephen,, in .1145,. they, were, ao 
cufed G^Grucifying atydung.Ghriftian, in contempt of Qhrift 
and til*' ftitigion, ahd wore; accordingly rpuniftied for it. 
They. Were again profceuted for the fame atrocious fa<ft at 
Gloucester, in the reign erf Henry II. 1166 ; and for a third 
committed at St. Edriiondfbury, in m8i. More of fuch 
perfections, may . have happened in pther jplaces* which 
Pol. Reg, Voh £♦ . B MaUhetf 
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Matthew Paris has not mentioned ; and thefe he has accom- 
panied with fome c ire urn fiances, which We {hall pafs by un- 
noticed, bee a ufe more ; frequent inftances of them occur in 
the following centuries, than the generality will be inclined 
to believe ; though we (hall be obliged to mention the mod 
^remarkable of them* aa they were always, if not the true 
caufe, yet at lead the pretence and forerunners of the mpjfc 
fevere puni foments inflicted on that unhappy nation. 

We p#fs on-thereforc to King John, whofe reyjn was fo 
troubled with inteftine feuds, that he was forced to maintain 
himfelf by the hardeft exactions; the heavieft of which fell 
of courfe on the Jews in his dominions, whom he caufed to 
T>e imprifoned, and put to mott violent tortures, when they 
refufed to pay fuch taxes as he laid on them j and at length, 
we are told, he cohfifcated all their effects, and baniihed 
them by a public edicl. Matthew Paris mentions a taxation 
An a Jew at Briftol, of whom the king demanded ten thou- 
fand marks ; and who fuffered his flefli to be torn off his 
bones, and (even of his teeth to be drawn put, one each day, 
till he complied $ but paid the fum, rather than lofe the 
eighth. 

The Jews did, not fare much J?etter under the long xeign of 
Henry III, during which many of them chofe to turn Chrif- 
tians, to avoid the feverity of his government; but, being 
afterwards detected, were juftly puniflied for their diflimula- 
tioa. This did not difcourage that Prince from endeavouring 
their converlion $ to promote which the more effectually, he 
caufed a feminary to be founded for the maintenance of 
^ Jewilh converts, and where they rriight live without labour 
or ufury ; which foon induced great numbers of them to 
come into it : and that houfes we are told, fubfifteci a'confi- 
derable time. 

The Jews of Norwich were fome time after acqufed of 
having ftoJen a Chriftian child, and of having'kept him one l 
year, in order to circumcife and crucify him on. the $nfuing 
paflbver ; but the fad being timely detected, they underwent 
a due puniflinnent. They* are charged by Matthew;, Pprie, 
with- having repeated the fame crime three <times io, that 
city, with very little variation of circumftancts,- .Op the 
:iirft, they were brought to the .King's Court at Wcfti|iii>fter f 
and thete confeflad the h& ; forwhich they wqre ox\\y con- 
fined, and their lives left at the king's difpofal. . Th& fame 
accufation was laid againft them the following J5W.; *ftd 
four of the wealthieft of them were hanged,, and their effects 
confiscated. Laftly, they were accufed of lht fame fact be- 

. . • fore 
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fore the Biihop, in 1239, at Which time it was that the 

child's father found bini in the Jew's hoiife, after he had 
been loft a whole year. The accufed in vain appealed to the 
king; the biihop maintained, that the crime, being of *, 
religious nature was cognizable only by the Spiritual Court; , 
upon which four of them were dragged at the tail of fo 
many horfes to a gibbet, where they were put to death. So 
that they muft have been very incorrigible* to dare commit the 
fame crime fo many times within the fpace of five years, 
and after having been fo feverely punifhed for it. 

Some years after the Jews of London were indicled for the 
fame crime, but with ibmc difference in the manner; the 
child having been fold to them by his parents, and crucified, 
and the JFaci difcovered by fome miraculous circumftances 
not worth relating ; fo that he was canonized for a martyr, 
and his relics wrought ftrange wonders* However, the 
murderers could not be found out ; only fome Jews having 
left London about that time, were (hrewdly fufpedled. 
Their whole nation was ftill more alarmed the following 
year, when the fhepherds made fuch havock of them In 
Spain, France, and Germany ; and they had reafon to fear 
the ftorm would fall next upon them here ; to prevent which, 
they purchafed an edift from the king, forbidding any one 
to hurt them in any of his dominions. But as that prince's 
minifter was ftill craving for more money, and they refufed 
tb pay it, they were accufed of fome murder Committed in 
London, where, after various vexations and fufferings, they 
were obliged to pay one-third of all their wealth. On this 
occafion, Matthew Paris tells us of one fmgle Jew, named 
Aaron, who paid at different times, to extricate himfelf out 
of prifon, and other vexations, about 200 marks of gold, 
and 30,000 of filver. The reft fared no better, being pro- 
fecuted fometimes for coining falfe money, at others, fer 
counterfeiting the king's feal, and fuch like ;' from which 
they found no other way to efcape than by bleeding frequent- 
ly to the monarch, or bribing, as they aid in feveral inftan- 
ces, their judges to be favourable to them. 

The holy war, to which Henry was preffingly invited by 
the Pope, proved another pretence for fqueezing money out 
of his- fubje£b, and especially from the Jews, whom he 
made no fcruple to ftrip of all they had left. The next 
was the pretended Spanifh war, to which the nobility and 

¥ntry refufed to contribute till it was actually declared, 
he Jews were again called upon for new fupplies, but be- 
ing quite exhaufted, bvgged leave they might leave the king- 
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dom for fome more propitious country. Eli as, one of their 
brethren, undertook to plead for them before the council j 
and in a pathetic fpeech, which wasr accompanied with a flood 
of tears, reprefented the impoflibility of their paying fuch an 
exorbitant fum as was demanded of them ; and begged 
they might be rather banifhed the kingdom than be thus in- 
humanly opprefled j profeffing, that if they were to be flayed 
alive, they were not able to raife the money. He fwooned 
away, or pretended to do fo, at the conclufion ; but the 
council, who probably gave no credit to him, obliged them 
to produce the greateft part of the fum demanded. The next; 
year the king demanded 8000 marks of them $ and upon' their 
pleading infolvency, fold them to his brother Richard, who 
plaid him that fum for them, and would in all likelihood 
have made them refund it double, had he not been convinced 
of their real poverty ann mifery. 

The Jews of Lincoln were about the fame time accufed 
of having crucified a young Chriftian, with the following 
circumftances of inhumanity : that they fed him fome time 
before With milk, to make him more fufceptible of pain $ that 
they convened an affembly of the moft confidtrable Jews in 
England, to alM at his execution ; that they appointed one 
of them to a£t the part of Pontius Pilate, and pronounce 
fentence of death againft him ; that they caufed him to be 
whipt till the blood gufhed out, to be crowned with thorfts a 
buffetted, fpit upon ; that every one of them plunged his 
knife into him; that they made him drink vinegar, and 
crucified him by the name' of Jefus ; that they pierced his; 
heart with a fpear, and after he was dead, took out his en- 
trails, to ufe in their magic operations, and flung the reft of 
his body into a well belonging to that houfe, where the for- 
rowful mother after a long fearch found it. One Copin, at 
whofe houfe "th^ fa& was committed, not only cenfeflfed i^ 
before the Lord Lexington, upon promife of having his life 
fpared, but owned it to be a ufual cuftom among them to 
do fo every year, if they could procure any fuch children, 
The king* upon his coming from the north of England, 
being informed of all, highly blamed that nobleman for 
promifing to fpare fuch a villain's life, and revoked his par- 
don ; upon which Copin was dragged at a horfe's tail to the 
place of execution, where he was hanged in chains, or, as 
Trivet' in his Chronicle for 1267^ words it, «' His body and 
*• foul were made a prefent to the demons of the air.'* 
Their condition was flill more defperate all" the time of the 
Jeague and civil wars which happened during that prince's 
4 rei£n$ 
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reign; wherein, let which fide foerer get the better, they 
were Aire to be cruflied by it ; at leaft we find that the 
leaguers feissed on their fynagogue at Lincoln, and from 
thence pafled into the Ifle of Ely, and made dreadful havock 
among them. And it is Kkewife pretended that Henry III. 
did at length banifli them by a perpetual edicT:. 

This banifhment ie varioufly related by Hiftorians, as well 
aft the motives ef i& The Jews affirmed it to have happened 
in the year of the world 5020 (of ehrtft 1260) which our 
learned Selden j uftty looked upon as a palpable miftake, and 
that the former date ought to be. 5050; which would be 
more probable, if that error had not been in more authors 
than one 5 but as it is the fame rn moft of thent, it is mors 
likely that they have either defignedly or inadvertently an- 
tedated the difafter by thirty years. 

Accordingly, an infeription was found engraved, in He- 
brew letters, on a ftone in Winchefter goJ, where pro* 
bably the Jews of that county had been Confined, to this 
purpofe : " The commonalty of the Jews were arrefted 
*< *nd imprifoned in the year of the world 5047." So that 
they could not have been banifhed either in the year of the 
world 5020, or pf Chrift r26o. Befidcs, the leaguers be- 
ing defeated by King Henry, feized on the fynagogue qt 
Lincoln above-mentioned in 1267. From which it is evident 
•that they were ftill in the kingdom, and had their public 
meetings about the latter end of that monarch's reign. We 
may add, that none of our Englifh annalifts have inade any 
mention of the perpetual edift, but, on the contrary, ob-> 
ferve that his fon Edward I. caufed the Jews to be imprw 
foiled in 1287, and to be all banifhed three years after. 
The anpals of the Dominicans of Colmar affirm, that this 
happened in 1291 ; which is the more probable, becaufe the 
council that was held in London, and caufed flieir baiiifh- 
jAent, bears date 129 1. 

The occafion of the banifhment is likewife varioufly re- 
lated. One Jewifh writer pretends, that they had been 
falfly atcufed to King IJenry of counterfeiting his # coin, and 
by thofe very rogues who had done it ; and that the profe^ 
cution was carried on with fuch vehemence agai/ift them^ 
that the king, who faw through it, ordered them to be ba- 
pifhed, to fave them from a more cruel punifhment. Ano-r 
ther tells us, that a prieft falling in love with a beautifuj 
Jewefs, and not being able to obtain her by any other means, 
iubmitted himfelf to be cfrcumcifed, and abjured Chris- 
tianity $ which being foon after known, the zealots infifted 
- ' that 
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that all the Jews in London fliould be burnt alive ; but that 
the king only caufed thofe to be burnt who had a hand in 
that fadt, and banifhed thfe reft. But in neither cafe it is 
credible that he would, for the crime of a few private per- 
fons, banifh a whold nation which had fo often filled his 
coffers. 

A third pretends that nis fon Edward* feeing the country 
alxnoft ruined by famine and peflilence, was caiily perfuaded 
that the incredulity and wickednefs of- the Jews had drawn 
down thofc two dreadful punifhrnents on the whole nation ; 
iipon which they were all called upon to turn Chriftians. 
But that not having removed the famine, they began to 
afcribe the continuation of it to the violence they had offered 
to their confidences. Upon which the king ordered two pa- 
vilions x to be ereded near the fea-fide, the one with a red 
crofs over it, into which the fincere profelytes, and' the other 
with the law of Moles in it, into which the diflatisfied con-* 
verts were bade to repair. But many of the latter fufpe&ing 
fome private defign again ft them, forbore to go to the Mq- 
faic booth ; and well it was for them ; for thofe that 4id 
■ were. immediately maffacred, and their bodies flung into the 
fea. In this manner Cprdoro Las Excellencias, a Spanifh 
Jew, has accounted for and related this affair, en the autho- 
rity of other Jewifh writers. 

It is however agreed by moft Chrtftian authors, that this 
edi& was publilhed againft them about the latter end of the 
thirteenth century, which is farther proved by public records, 
found in fome chanceries. Trivet affirms, moreover, that 
king Edward, who banifhed them out of his kingdom, 
granted them money to tranfport them into France, and 
afterwards confiscated their effects. Walfingham fays much 
the Guxe thing : and Pblydore Virgil tells us, that this edi£t 
was cn*&ed by a council that fat at London in 1291, and 
being defirous to 4 fever the goats from the lambs,' ordered 
the. Jfws to leave England in a few days, but with a p$r- 
miflion to take their effefis with them. He adds, u that* 
they obeyed, and that the nation, which was then very 
numerous in England, took their final leave of it, and flill 
removed from place to place till they all periffied ; vyhofe 
lofs, fays he, needs not be much regretted, provided they 
Jeave behind thofe facred books, without which it would b6 
difficult for us to preferve our religion for the future/' It is 
plain our author had no great belief in thofe prophecies 
which affure us that they will be a&ually recalled before" 
the end of the world, However that be^ it is plain they 

* never 
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never more appeared in a body in this kingdom,' fr6m tfcat 
time, till they were recalled to it, in the time of Oliver 
Cromwell, who thought it expedient for the carrying on of 
his defigns, to employ them as fpies in mofl: parts-of fcurope. * 
On that footing for private intelligence they ftill ftand with 
laur government. But it may be obferved, that the *& of 
their expulfioh is ft ill in force againft them ; for Cromwell's 
power, as ufurped, could never give them here a legal fettle* 
merit, unlefs ratified by fome fubfequent law, which doe* 
not appear to have taken place. 



] For,the POLITICAL RFG1STER. 

The ^ two following Letters^ the firft on Card-playing, thejecono\ 
*». Preaching, are, from a Chinefe Mandarin at Lonforiy 
f to bis ^Friend' at P'ekin. ' ^ 

THE Englifh partake of a more terrible diverfion 'than 
that of the Tragedies* which are* reprefented on their 
theatres. , It is called the recreation of play or gaming* This 
fpe&acle is exhibited in almpft every houfe. 

The ftage is a green table ; and the principal aftorg that 
do bufineis in the fcene with the players, are fmall piece* 
of pafteboard, painted on one fide with magic figures, which 
raife veiy furprizing commotions ixv them ;, buc they do not 
produce thg fame efFeits in every one of the players; fome 
they enliven with a gay and fmiling countenance, others 
they dejedt with a gloomy and fullen air. 

The fcene is not limited to any fixed time, but opens mod 
commonly about nigbft-falJ, and clofes about the break 6f 
day; for the aits of the pieces are fometimes longer and 
fometimes flborter.' . i 

The play is. a fort of ficience that confifts in being happy, 
and this hap^inefs is merely a combination of chance. The 
main point of ikill in the .fcience arifes from having cer- 
tain pieces of pafteboard rather than others, and it is in this 
preference that lies the difficulty of refolving the problem of 
the play. The annals of the Britifk monarchy mention a 
great numher of citizens, who? either, hanged br drowned 
. tbemfelves for not having been able to refolve this problem. 

The written Jaw .on this fort of play may be found in a 

book, which almoft. a*H manner, of perions have by bsart, 

without ever having read it*. < BeJ&des . this printed code, 

>tbcre are alfa Do&ois of Gaming, who decide certain 

- „ > . point* 



points which the legiflature could not forefee ; for ieflarl 
always ftretch the dogma. 

This play is alio a kipd of civil war, wherein almo 
always the weakeft beats the ftrongeft, and wherein boldne 
is often more neccfiary than prudence ; fometimes alfo tim 
dity fucceeds and .courage fails. The fpedacle is again di 
/vided into two branches, playing for little, which make 
.the fcene diverting, and playing deep, which forms a fcen 
of affliction. In the one, the parties may be a little out c 
humour, in the other they are ruined. One might be calje 
the comedy of the world, the other the tragedy of chance. 

Jtis. icarce .poJEble xo .paint theie fcenes to the life. . 
fhall only tell thee, that an infernal fury torments the acftor 
in the tragic part. Some beat themfelvts • and tear thei 
cloaths, others -break and dafli the ftage and fcenery jr 
pieces, and devour or commit to the flames thofe very magh 
figures that torment tlrem*, with the moft horrid impreca 
tions. There are other confequences too* difmal to men 
tiott. . ^ . 



EVERY nation, among Chriftians, has its manner o'j 
preaching what they call the gofpel. Some Chriftian 
preachers nrake of the pulpit a tragic theatre, from whence 
the auJience are melted into tears of repentance $ and other* 
make a comic fpe&acle of it for exciting laughter* 

In Scotland, the doctrine of the Kirk aflumes fometimes a 
ridiculous, fometimes a gloomy afpe£i. Anon, you fee tht 
congregation like Milton's death, 

. Grin horribly a ghaflly /mile / 

Anon, you fee their faces clouded with difmal gloom f kU 
•dom a ray of hope, unlefs they fancy themfelves the elect 
and prcdeltinate, can pervade their bofoms, fo that all is 
commonly mental torpor, black, huge, and dire defpair ! 
In .England, you would fwear that the preachers and teach- 
er? of a fc& of people called the Methodifb, are as So many 
Pythoncfles, fitting, on tripods, waiting a divine infpi ration 
to deliver oracles. Like yeaft, they fret and ferment, tijl 
the proud demon burfts forth into all the effuilons of cpthu- 
iiafm. There are others in England, called Quakers, not 
figced with the fign of their God on their foreheads* wba, 
like Sybills, pretend alfo to infpiration, and utter theirora* 
.dcs r as it were on detached leaves, to be blown about fay 
the wind of the fpirit, to reft God knows whcre.~*Whit 
ihall we fay of the preachers of the eftabliflled church of that 

king- 
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kingdom? It feems as if the fcene of the golpel in it, was 
{calculated for exciting dfcitancy in the congregation. The 
ininifters that preach the gofpel do this bqfinefs with fo coM 
an air, that one might fafely aver they had no other defigti 
but to cherifh and maintain in. due proportions the lute warm 
ftate of finners. % The morality of the pulpit with them is a 
..mere mono t ony : the mtrfic of the fermon is always on the 
fame key, and this is what dulls and flags all the ftnfes, 
and difpofes them to a lethargic difpofition. 

A* able phyfician, who had fotfietiuies affifted at the fer- 
mons of his parifh, perceiving that thefe fermons, like fon^e 
narcotics, made him dull and heavy, took it in his head to 
prescribe to his patterns, who happened to be cfifordered by 
a Coma Vigil, or watchfulnefs, chat they would aflift at the 
preaching of the word bf God once a week. This remedy 
was attended with fo falutary an effe&, that his patients, 
after two or three Sundays, enjoyed the fweets of a molt 
profound and compofed flctp. 

Since this experiment, it ftands detnort ft rated, that there 
is no opium which contains the hundredth part of the fopo- 
riferou* quality of a Church of England fermon. 

The Art bf convincing depends oji that of perfuading, 
ConviSion is a confequenec of perfuafiott. 

AD know, a,nd all are feafible, that the fame words pro- 
nounced in a certain manner, produce a certain effc£t, and 
uttered in another manner produce one that is quite diffe- 
rent. It is the tone of voice that does afl. Such a fpeecb, 
exciting gapings > yawn tugs, and naufeas, becaufe pro- 
nounced with a frigid or languid air, would raife. agita- 
tions and even tranfperts, if heated by animated aft ion. If 
.one was to doubt of this truth, he need only give a little 
attention to what pafles on th(e theatre, where the adors 
make . no isnpreffion but proportionately to vthe fire and ac- 
tive ipiric they animate their reipettive charters with. Be* 
fides reading is not preaching. . . 

The art ^f f peaking is fo powerful over the fenfes, that 
the ancieins found thcoifelyes at length obliged to fhwt trp 
the tribunals where the fpecches were wont to be made, to 
prevent the judges from being buffed in their fentiments by 
the orators. 

The orators of the church of England -pulpkfr give into 
the contrary efceefs* or rather defe&. Their evangelical 
difcouxfes have indeed a body, but they have no foul. 

It is alledged, that the word of God is of itfelf fuflicient 
to declare its importance, and that has no manner of ccca- 
Pol. Reg. Vol X. • C fion 
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fiop for that impulfion which is neceflary for fetting oft otht 
forts of fpeeches. This I grant, and would be of the Cam 
opinion, if it was preached to angels ; but it is preached t 
men, whofe fenfes in order to be roused and moved* reqiiir 
always to be put in agitations. 



For the P O L I T I C A L REGISTER. 
. The Prince taught the Ways of Wiflom. An Ea/lern Tafe 

THE Kaliph Al Thell, of the race of the Gulhephaides, 
had a minifter by the name of Pittham, a male favou- 
rite by the name of Buttan, and a female favourite by the 
name of Schottiaju Thefe, with his mother Gallah, go- 
verned him upon all occafions. Not that he was warmly 
siffe&ed to the Vizir Pitrham ; for the f^lfe infinuations ol 
his favourites caufed his brow- beating him at fimdry times 
for frivolous reafons ; but as Pittham was the idol of the peo- 
ple, a man of approved integrity and abilities, he flood in 
aw? of him, and was conftrained more through fear than 
love to revere his courtfels. The Katiph's peculiar character 
in the main verged to good intentions^ but warped by the 
finifter impreffions of Buttan, it affumed an air of felf-will 
and obftinacy, yet .could give no reafon for fuch ftiffhefs in 
opinion, for indeed his mind was weak. But as moft princes 
learn more or lefs the art of diffimulation, he could fometimes 
addrefs Pittham coming 'out of the Divan : Thanks are too 
fmall a recompence to make you a return of. The greateft 
favour Mohammed can grant fovereigns is a wife friend, that 
vouchfafes to conduit them through the imm$nfe labyrinth 
of ftate affairs, and to carry continually before them the 
blazing torch of wifdonu You fhall be always the luminous 
liar that fhall guide my fteps, and you fhall always keep them 
diftant from the precipices I am often eneompafled by. Di- 
vide with me my power, which you make my fubjefis to 
love, and my neighbours to fear. Let the friend of Al Thell 
be held in equal refped with himfelf'. 

" Adorable Schottiah, faid the Kaliph, whenever he en- 
tered his favourite's perfumed Alcove, it is only when I fee 
you, that I can think I live : then pleafure permeates all 
my fenfes. The charms of your voice tingle delight in my 
ears ; a glance of your eyes fets my heart on fire; 'tis in your 
arms that love inebriates me with its delicious trahfports. 
Sovereign of my foul, be alfo to of my empire; I would 
. *' have. 
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•have the leaft defxres of your will be facred laws ; I Would 
have all your wiibes accumulated; I would have all my 
fubje&s prompt to obey your orders, to prevent your wants, 
and all ready to bend the knee before her whom I adore. 
How I thank my ever dear Buttan for the ineftimable bleffings 
he has conferred on me, by bringing me acquainted with fo 
divine an obje& 1" 

Schqttiah's principal ftudy was how to flatter the Caliph, 
and amufe him with occupations quite beneath the dignity of 
a Prince, whofe views fhould be all noble, grand, and mag- 
nificent. By attending to her fchemes, or rather thofe.of 
her advifer, Buttan, his conceptions, fuch as they were, " 
ieemed to become daily narrower, and by being conversant in ' 
low and little things, contra&ed fuch a meannefs, as brought 
upon him the odium v and ridicule of not a few of his beft " ~ 
friends. A mere niggard in all other refpe&s, he was all : 
profufion to Schottiah's dependents and adherents ; he had la- 
vifhed on them immenfe treafures ; yet, as it is ufual with 
the parafitical tribe, they were ever hungry, ever craving. 

The wife Pittham, on his fide, manifested the moft vigo- 
rpus exertions for making his. adminiftration conducive to the 
happinefe of the people and the glory o( his matter. He 
watchfully attended to the fupport and execution of the 
laws, to the regulation of impofts, to the progrefs of popu- 
lation, to the fecurity of commerce. He proteded agricul- 
ture, made arts to flourifli, encouraged literature, caufed re- 
ligion to be refpe&ed* The admirable order he had efta- 
blifhed in the ftate put every part of it in motion, fo that 
none of them could obftrpft others, or impede their different 
operations - 9 on the contrary they were productive of mutual 
fuccours, and lent each other a relative force, whence re- 
fulted a power of unfliaken liability. Every fprihg was 
binding, every balance exa&, every wheel had its proper 
direQipq. An equable and eafy progreffion made the move- 
ment circulate. Every thing worked inceflantly, yet with- 
out struggles, without interruption, without collifion. The 
fovereign' is often nothing mpre than the needle that regu- 
lates and is confuted . but the minifter is the pivot on which 
tjie whole machine rolls. 

Pittham would fain fometimes engage the Caliph to attend 
■ to princely cares, to purfue occupations worthy of a mo- 
narch's application ; but all his invitations had little more 
ejFe&, than to induce him to return with more fondnefs to 
partake of the pleafures and amufements Schottiah had pre* 
pared for him f Not (hat thefe were in themfelves expenfive 
V r C % (rom 
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p&ce-of Ux-rechtv " Thus it appear*, foysfae, that tip 
feiglilh miniftry dip justice to all the worj,d; but 
. their -codntry refuftd it to them : they Were branded with 
aH fhe terms of infamy and reproach by the whig-party 9 and 
iccufed of having given up the privileges, and rights which 
EngWd : had to expeS." 

And the artful Scot finishes with the peace of Paris, which 
vas wholly snider his pwn direction j and of which he niade 
his boaft in the Houfe of Lords. Nevertheless, though the 
dirpdor of the peace, here is not one fingle wprd dropt about 
him, in this fignai event, which mull have been, had the 
biftory been written by any other pen, and not under his own 
eye. But how delufive is this Sorcerer, who manifeftly wrote* 
bis hiftpry chiefly for the opportunity of thus declaiming be- . 
bind the curtain, upon jtb'at infamous peace 5—" The dif- 
contents, feys he, which many have exprefled at the conclu- 
sion of the late ,peace, that we did not infift upon hardir 
terms,, and increafe bur poflefliops, were .ill founded: fince , 
it isvprobable we are already poffeffed of more than govern- 
ment can manage. There is ever a certain extent of empire, 
which .politics ire able to weild j beyond this, her magnw 
ficence is but empty pomp, and her foe but fickty corpulence.** 

But what has this to' do, with a peace made under the um- 
pirage of at prinqe claimant pf the Britifh crownf ? what has 
it to do with delivering up Guadalope, Martiitico, and the 
Havannah ? and with allowing a conquered enemy, to writ? 
bis own terms ? 

There fs reafon to believe this Jacobite-hiftory is artfully 
tnd gratijly too put into families, and into .private hands, in, 
order to render the peftilential poifon epidemical. The exe- 
crable myrmidons of the Thane are ev^ry where bufily em- 
ployed, in corrupting the minds of the people; and difpofing 
Tritons for a fubmiffion to tyranny and oppreffionj—aflu redly 
It ipuft become the Sincere friends of liberty to be watchfiuj 
againft fo fubtle a fiend, and hellifh an enemy, for, in 
proportion, as-be.is fu^pofed to influence the king, (whefe 
eyes may the Lord open!) we can truly calculate the degrep 
of danger we are in, of fubverfion. 

Upon the ivMc, if the caiife of civil'and religious liberty 
can be protected and nouriflied by Tories, or by Jacobites 
and papifts, we cannot poffibly haye any idea of liberty that 

f TheK; of Sardinia, who entered his proteft againft th* 
coronation of Geo/III. 
J It is impudently. afcribed to lord Litteltort* 

conGft* 
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*Gn(ifts either With reafon j nature, or the experience of man- 
' kind, or, if fuch high notions of prerogative, as have animat- 
ed the Breaffsof aH the Scotch family of the Smarts, can har- 
monize with the /pint of the laws, or with the genius of a 
Britifh free people, then we might with this hiftorian, reekott 
it an hard meafure to cut off infufgents, whofe aim manireft- 
fy was, to reftore the Hotrfe of Stuart, give the utrnoft Hope 
df operation auid influence to kingly-prerogative : and then, 
ihdeed, we might look upon the whole crew of defenders of 
defpotifm, as the only gallant and brave men we hare on re- 
cord ; and bitterly lament over their mifearriage * in confe- 
quence, we fliould corifider all advocates of the rights of the 
people, as erroneous in their oppoiition to the advocates o£ 
arbitrary power. 

But when all kinds of evidences do proclaim, that oar laws • 
and liberties never have been, nor ever can be (afe in the 
hands of Tories, Jacobites and Papifts, we ipuft look upon 
the defign of this hiftorian with the utmoft indignation.— Fof 
what if that defptcable pimp of prerogative, the pitiful pen-* 
fioner Samuel Johnfon y has, in his DiSipnary, thus defined a 
s Tory, viz. " that he is one who adheres to the ancient Bri- 
tifli conftitution of the ftate, and the apoftolical hierarchy of 
the church of England, oppofed ,to a whig," Yet, this fame 
pander at power, is as little able to £hcw, that a Tory is 
any more an adherent to the ancient conftitution, considered 
as free from tyranriy, than he is to (hew, that the hierarchy of 
the church of England has any thing, at all in it, apoftolical. 
The depraved wretch has, however, by his tory- principles 
feathered his neft, or made his bed foft and eafy under a tory- 
adminiftration. . 

An hater of Toryism, 

ft bis Grace the DUKE ^GRAFTON. 

ONCE more, my^ord, accept the. accuftomed homage; 
an homage yon have fuccefsfully laboured to deferve, 
and which the impartial juftice of Junius never has refufed 
you. You will not fay thatthefe addrefles are difagreeable to 
you i you will not deny that you have ever liftened to their 
perufal, with geftures expreffive of the moft contemptuous fa-, 
tisfacTion ; that you have continually propofed them, as pro- 
per fubje£ts of mirth for the fycophancs that furround you ; 
and that they are become marvel lou fly afliftant in tfye enter- 
tainment of your acquaintance.. — Return thanks to the powers 
above, that your Grace's character fupplies an inexhauftibU 
fund of humbur \ return thanks to the hand that hath fo libe- 

xaHy 
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tatty affifted you in the enjoyment of their bounties i and 
among the conftant purveyors of your convivial pleasures* 
rank foremoft*— Junius* To fhe generality of the wretched 
inftruments of arbitrary power the titles of traitors to their 
country, of deferters of their king, Would convey no fatisfac* 
tion. They would curfe the hand that attempted to unveil 
the black feries of their tranfa£tions<, and be happy when the 
memory of their crimes fliould be forgotten.-^-The Duke, of 
(jrafton is no common villain— To him the cries of his in- 
jured country, the imprecations of a people, whofe deareft 
rights he has laboured to deftroy, are but as the amufements 
of an idle hour, as ingredients neceflary to the enjoyment of a 
jovial evening. . He prides himfelf in the palm of meannefs, 
and is pleafed in being diftinguiflied as the firft of traitors* 
The mifcreant tribe that attend and participate his crimes, 
maintain a liftlefs neutrality in the oeconomy of their features, 
unknowing what chara&er to affume. Tney are incapable, 
my Lord, of conceiving you in earneft when you glory that 
your villainies are known to thofe your villainies have injured, 
and fmile exulting over the page that records the hfftory of 
your pppreffions. When you bid them ridicule the miferies 
of their country, and divert them fe Ives with the accu fat ion 3 
of its defenders-— Accufations whole juftice yqu will not at- 
tempt to coptrovert, for you are confcious they Cannot be re- 
futed—the unprejudiced part of mankind almoft doubt the 
poffiblc exiftence of this phqenomenon of vice and folly, this 
equivocal complication of meannefs. and infenfibility. The 
companions of your former fame look with amazement on this 
laft ftretch of excellence— EvenFox and Rigby own you have 
outdone them. , - / . 

Let me confefs myfelf unfeignedly grieved, that affairs of 
more importance now demand my attention : let me hope 
your Grace's candid allowance, fliould I for the future be lcfs 
affiduoufly frequent in my applications to you, than I have 
l?een. The unhappy fpirit of inactivity and difunioji, at pre* . 
fent fo fatally prevalent among; the friends of liberty, calls for 
every effort of every well-wilher to his country 5 and I am 
driven to cpnfume in vigorous attempts to impede the progrefs 
of this growing malady, thofe hours of bufinefs I would cheer- 
fully dedicate to your Grace's entertainment, — Yet I cannot 
take my leave of you, while even the leaft confiderate of my 
countrymen think themfelves juftified in imagining I have 
treated 50U unfairly. — And as among the numerous, and 
important charges I have offered to the public, the laft, and 
leaft fignificarit, has met with themoft violent, and continu- 
ed 



fctl ttppdfitibri, flermit me tp return to the affair of Whittlebur* 
forefr. 

. Various* trifling, and incorififteht, are the apologies your 
^Grace's cbndu£l has occafioned-^I will £xpofe them ih order 
to the impartial eye of the public, confeious that their ap- 
pearance Will be their beft confutation. I will reft it with mjr 
fellow dtiiens to determine, with what decree of juftice, theifr 
Authors have aflerted, that Junius has been convi&ed of pre* 
meditated falfehood, or his moft material accufations proved 
palpably erroneous* 

A part of VOUr. ingenious defendants declaim "with vehe- 
mence againft the invafion bf your hereditary right to the tin- 
tlerwood.— They inform us that you have mritorioUjfy poft- 
J)ohed the repairs of our navy, and the moft consequential in- 
terefts ofjyour Country, to the prefervation of— a few nut- 
hufixsf—ihey allure us^ that your remiflheis in forwarding 
manoeuvres, concerted for the advantage of the former, pro- 
ceeded entirely from your fears of the temporary inconvenience 
the latter might fuftaim Muft we accept this, as an apology 
•for your behaviour ? Will you, my Lord, confider thefe men 
as your friends, who in their defence of your condu&, afcribe 
to you more folly, mote meannefs and depravity* than the 
accufations of Junius every fuppofed you poffefled of ? We* are 
informed from another hand, "that the prefervation of the fuc- 
** Ceifion of young trees is a great national concern/* v We 
aflent to thte juftice of this obfervation j but it has hot as yet been 
. proved, in what manner by the execution of the furveyor's 
warrant, this fuccefllon Would have been endangered.— -Fop 
Turely "thefe men will not attempt to perfuade us> that a fuffi- 
tient number of plants cdutd not have been with eafe re- 
"moved from beneath the falling trees, without occafioning 
the deftmflion even of the bujhes> your Grace appears fo foli- 
tcitoOs to preferve. ButPhilalethes tells us, your Gf race is 
become of a fudden uncommonly charitable ; and that your 
tender anxiety for the interefts of the poor was the teal reafon 
"' irf yotfr conduft.— He intiftsj that by the felling of the timber, 
the poor would lofe. their right of commohage. Muft we take 
"Philalethes^s word for this aflertion, or may we beg a proof ? 
For furely to vulgar apprehenfions it would appear that if the 
. young trees are tranfplanted, the underwood need not be lbp- 
ypcd 9 nor 'of cohfequence the coppices be fenced In. The 
} cattle of the poor would find little inconvenience in being 
f obliged to feed upon the reft of the foreft, during^ the felHng 
uf the trees 5 your Grace's new-born charity would not be 
• - Pol. Reg. Vol. X. % ' ' J>ain** 
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mined by the damage* they migfit fuftain, and in the endj 
your— ««/ 'JaJStt would be the ohly fuffer6rs. 

To the. fame hand we, are -indebted for another piece c£ in- 
telligence— -1? hat the bark* which is a material article in Mafr 
is in July and Auguft ablblutely' Worthlefs.' JL»et iis agree 
Syrth him that the difference pi" the feafons would creat^ iome 
difference in the value' of this commodity ; let us even fup^- 
pofe that By this proceeding the profits of this maitriiJ 
article wouFcJ jBe entirely loft.— Is ho regard then to bp 
paid to the prelfehk diftreifes of the'BritHh navy ? Is it of no 
confequence that thofe bulwarks on whom our fafety againft 
'foreign invafiohs alone depends, fliould not remajn aiiothejr 
Vear in their prefent ruinous condition'? Philalethes*s maxifli 
is of more universal import than he himfelf feems to be awarp 
"oT.— -It affects hot only the plantations in difpute, but everjf 
}l6yal foreft in the kingdom. If a trifling difference iri ,the 
rvalue of the bark, or even the entire jofs of that cb.inmodityy 
muil be corifidered as of fuch ridiculous importance., till the- 
return of the feafon ho timber throughout England Ic^h be 
Yelled. And whiift the naval ftrerigth oFbiir riatural^eijrjjesj^ 
. \>y their ihduftry, continually jncreann^qurcoaffsmuitbecoinc 
every day more and more defehceleis. He tells lis the Lord* 
of the Treafury iffued not the warrant without expe^ing that 
due regard would be paid to tjitj'&rcuffances attendant on itj* 
execution. — Does he by this mean to infift, that moved by 
mft reprefehfatioris of the ruinous condition of the En^liih 
jnavy, they iffued a warrant requiring immediate execution* witji 
£n intention, that if it (houWjprpy.e agreeable tQ f $be Duke ctf 
Grafton, the tree's might be felled iri another year ?'— Surely 
1 may be ex cu fed in calling this feaforiing trifliog* 'and in^ 
.cpnckifive \ furely this ludicrous pfrade of impolitic ctcono^ 
Iny* is but a lame apology for your Grace's conduct. 
, The remainder of *vour partifahs. feem confeious of the 
lyeaknefs of thefe arguments, and/reft all hopes, of pilllatioii, 
or excufe, uppn,j| different ^round,X tQ wKich ? aVjtiVtfceorL- 
W plea in your. Grace's favour I, jfctfye hot already cdnli4ere^ 
i fliall now proceed. , ,^. , ." , , ., r 

We are allured by thefe men, thaythe'infpleiice '6f0ie De- 
puty was the folecaufeof your e^t^rd[ri4ry b.eKa^Qur— T^ 
not the warrant itletF* by t fopie .trivial .eircymftaQces' Attending 
jts exception,. yrVq the objects of your refehtrbejjta Jf itfeeven 
fuppofe that, to be the cafe ? if We allow you to nave fop^e. 
plea for wreaking your vengeance .oji the mart,/wri6Te impo- 
liteneis bad defeated you ? -v/hy, was* it not confined to him ? 
Jn what had your country offended "you, that the oaks, ftill 



1teep ttieir ground, and its naval ftrength ftill remains decay- 
ing; and unrepaired ? When the unhappy vidliWi of your ma«* 
lice hod feverely fullered, under pretence of a different mif- 
demeanor, for an imaginary offence to you, why were not the 
orders he received carried with more decorum iiftd execution? 
— Confidering yourbqafted cares for the welfare dfyour coun- 
try* cohfidering the jplace you hold in the confidence of your 
r^*flW?(bverejgn, had every one ejfe djft&ned affifting in the 
execution of a warrant fo neceftary, we could pot fu're have 
expefted it of ybu F What but your own ilitercft rendering 
you deaf, and fnfenfible to every call of virtue or of honour 5 
irhat but theprecife truth (>L the circ^mftauces Junius has 
related, could be the caufe of this extraordinary delay ? 
1 To fey after this, that the arguments in your Grace's fa- 
vour are abfurd, inconfrftent, and improbable, would be un- 
neceflary. it v^ould be but to anticipate the unavoidable 
'concluftons of every friend of candour, of every well-wilher to 
his countty. But to remove all poffibility of fubterfuge and 
evafion, to preclude every poflible impeachment of my can- 
Jour and impartiality,— J/etr us for once fuppofe them granted 
in their full force; let us fuppofe premeditated malice a pal- 
liation of injuftice, and ludicrous attempts after ratiocination, 
fufficient apologies for your Grace's viary tardintfs in the fer- 
t vice of your country. What is it they will prove? Tfyatt 
"there were fome minute particulars, with which it was impof* 
fible for Junius to be acquainted \ that your Grace's condutt 
in this affair had been more exquifiteiy ridiculous, more tho- 
roughly deteftable than even Junius had conceived it. 

Of my npoft material accufations,.thefe ingenious apologias 
have not even attempted a confutation. As they remain un- 
' refuted, accept a repetition of them unretra&ed. Exult in 
the remembrance, that pleading the inadvertent omiffion of a 
form\ you have maltcioufly ruined an honeft man and his fa- 
mily 5 that a declaration, on which you haverefted your ho- 
nour, has been proved to be a lie. The wltnefTes of thefe 
fadls have been fo, numerous and refpe&able, that anonymous 
iafiertions can weigh little on either fide \ and when yqur p/r- 
final denial (hall have been as public as your qommiffion of 
them, proofs (hall not be wanting of your guilt. 

As to what more particularly concern? fnyfelf, I am con- 
fident that my countrymen, who have known me ever vigi- 
lant in the defence of liberty, will not eafity' believe the invi- 
dious aflertions of her enemies. 

They are weft acquainted witli the fertility of yourGrace*s 
* character.'* ^heyirave-nfcrfo mean an opinio^ df my uiider- 
-** 1 - £ Z ftandingj 
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them, by the invention of falflioods, .when they know that i 

Icarjnotmake you more ridiculous and deteftable, than bj k 

paining you as you are. They will not think me fo abfuid* tl 

\j obftinate, as to continue to defend an inadvertency, when & 

the world in general muft be convinced of rny error* It n 

would not be my intereft to do it. The candid and penetro* 9 

ting will believe me when I declare, that fenfible of the un* 
certainty of all human evidence, I (hall not unwillingly re- 
tract, wnere I have erred without intention ; nor be backward 
to remedy, by a proper recantation, the evils a too baity judg- J 

ment might otherwise occafion. Let me leave my countrymen 
lefs ignorant of their real interefts, and I (hall not anxioufly fo-r 
Jicit the reputation of infallibility; let me but arrive at truth J 

in matters of this importance, and I care not through wha£ f r 

channels I receive her. I (hall neither be ungrateful fox the 

jdfiftance of. the friends of liberty, nor deaf to the informa- \ 

tion of her enemies. Every hint on fubje£b fo interefting, [ 

(hall receive its due confederation ; and to him who defervca ti 

sin anfwer, it ihall not be refufed. \ 

After fuch profeffions of impartiality ; after the many proofs ti 

of my candour your Grace has already experienced ; you will \ 

not fear my being hereafter unjuft alone to you. You have ei 

formed a defign worthy of the peculiarity of your talents. } t i 
Your prudence in the choice of your colleagues has been e*- t 

f mplary. Your amiable Sovereign feems at length to.be bleflf- j 

ed in the poffeffion of what he hath fo long in vain required ; [ 

fervants whofe pairiotifm his meafures would not offend, whofe j 

intrepid villainy their confequences could not difcourage, t 

While the court, that den of flavery, rings with eulogiurms Q 

on mintferial firmnefs t think not that Junius is blinded to j 

your merits. Think not that he will ever deny a plaudit to 
the qualifications that have raifed you to the place you hold j 

in the confidence of the Sovereign, and the efieem of the peo- t 

pie — to that amazing ftrength of underftanding that hath req- 
dered you too well acquainted with the commands of reafon 
ever by rniftake to a& according to her Relates ; too knowing 
. in the paths of virtue, ever to blunder into the righ^to that 
exquifite policy that hath hitherto preferved you from (haine 
$u;d deftrudtion ; that hath (hewn you at once too ferioufly 
deleft able to be laughed at, and too deteftably ridiculous to 
jbe dctefted,T-The fabulous legends of pious anchorites pretend 
l>ot to an unremitted obfervance of the duties of religion • ypu 
^.alon^can boaft an unerring .continuance in the paths of infamy, 
\ No lolitary virtue hath Allied the glories of your career v nor 
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ibA yotir anxfcart attention to the ruin of youf country ate* 
known an intermtifion. Greatnefs like this will not lofc h« < 

. reward. England will hereafter triumph in having- produced 
thedorft of villains j and St. North, St. Sandwich* St. Mans- 
field, and St. Grafton, cannot fail, of canonization, froai 
every votary of the infernal deity their a&ions evidently 
Worfhip. 

frm the linden faciei, Dec. 1 3. JUNIUS. 

Jin authentic Account of the Trial of the Caufes between the Duie^f 
Portland* and Sir James Lowther 9 on Tuefday, Nov. 20. 

AFTER the council was drawn up ten deep on each flde^ 
and the judges featcd in their robes, and the fpecial jury 

»fron> Cumberland impaneled, and the muftv rolls of parch- 
ment Scattered round the court from all the offices in the 
kingdom, Mr* Wedderburn opened a (hort cafe for Sir James 
Lowther, in the caufe of the foreft of Inglewood, (hewing, 
that the Foreft of Ingle wood and the Honor of Penritif had 
been held as feparate and 4 diftin£t manors from theearlieJb 
(inies down to the grant to the Earl of Portland by King Wtt- 

• liam, when their feveral rights had been blended together, and 
ever fince enjoyed by the Portland family, under a grant for 
the Honor of Penrith. This he endeavoured to prove, t» 
the fattsfa&ion of the learned jury, by a hundred pipe roils, 
|n the moft crabbed Latin that ever grated the ear of jfran. 
Jie then called forfome leafes, to prove the defendant in pof* 
feffion under the Duke of Portland, and fome parole evidence 
that proved the premises contended for to be within the Foreft 
of Inglewood : and, laftly, the leafe from the crown to Sir 
James Lowther, to eftablifli his right. 

In reading this paper, after all the raid and aforefaid faroe, 
deaths, waftes, (hrubs, waterways, rights, members, appur> 
tenances^ courts, royalties, regalities, &c. &c. they came t»" 
the words * 4 thirteen (hillings and four-pence" as the referved 
rent to the crown. At which words the judges ftarted inftan- 

. taneoully, as if (truck with an ele&rrcal (hock, declaring the 
leafe was contrary to the civil lift a& of the firft of Queen 
Anne, which enacts, that in all leafes from the crown there 
Jhall be referved the antient or moft ufual rent, the rent pajd 
fpr twenty years back, a reafonable rent, or one third of the 
clear annual profit, none of which were fulfilled by thirteen 
/hillings and four-pence. The objection feemed to be total- 
ly «bw to the council for &ir James Lowther, who appeared 
$o b&n^fe &o£ift4 $Jw,e*ea.*bo Judges themielves. Tim 
4 court 
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fcwtjrt, gave them ah hour to recover theht ftnfts^ and ooufblf 
together.. In the mean while, the iolemti expedatiofts of 
the audience were changed to a ridiculous laughter. Th# 
jurymen dined in court to the (atisfa&ion of the Jpe&atOM£ 
while Mr. Woodhoufc, the Duke of Portland's attorney, with 
^e agility of a waiter,. feijveAup the rcpaft* When the fatal 
clock had founded the hour, Sir James Lowther's council 
returned in a train like a mourning ptece&on from the Abbey; 
|hejr endeavoured to mutter forjh fusfe arguments as nobody 
would then liften to, alleging, " that one third of the pro* 
fits' was referved to the crown by covenants in the leafe. 
That this was the only mode of complying with the intent of 
jthe law, where the rent was fluctuating or uncertain, and could 
not be afcertained, as was the cafe of courts- and royalties. 
That the refervation intended by the law was to be taken ink 
liberal fen(e, # thefecuring fuch and ftich profits to the crow* 
without cftabliflting, by a narrowed conftrudion, fuch princi- 
ples as muft defeat the execution of the a&. That with regard 
to the rent for the lail twenty years, the fum referved was many 
millions of times niorp than chat, which indeed had been no- 
thing. That with fefped to a reasonable rent, there was hardlya 
nan in court, when he beheld the council, brtcfc, proceedings 
and pipe rolls, and calculated the charges they muft have colt 
Sir James Lowther, for recovering the eftate for the Crown 
aSfter the expiration of three lives, who would not think, that 
including thefe circumftances, thirteen and four* pence was 
as much as Sir James Lowther ought to pay. That refpefifc- 
ing the antient rent, there was no evidence on the roils to 
ihew that the royalties and courts have ever ftood m feparato 

k 4charge,"~But the Judge, without a reply, ordered the 
cryer to roar aloud for. John Dent, who making no anfwer* 
.was nonfuited. 

Thus, to the honor of the laws of this country* the civil 
lift aft, which was made to proteft the property of the Crown* 
for the benefit of the Public, was the means of depriving the 
Public for ever of the benefit of a large eftate which had been 
ufurped from it : and the fame a& which had been made, in 
confluence of the exorbitant grants to the firft Earl of Port* 
land, was now the means of confirming his ufurpations to his 
pofterity. 

The day following thecaufe for the foccage Manor of CaN 

. liilo came on to be tried. It was opened by Mr. Wedddr*- 

burne with great elegance and force, feemmg to rife on bis 

; former defeat and his retreat to the caftle. He faid that it 

. bad been .given out by. the other fide to cove* the weakneft*of 

r. theijf 



jtbctr caufq under po{HjV clqgao&ir, that his client had dtofif 
this (pot to try the cjueftion upon, #091 fopae particular cith 
jcumftances wnich,Bug^read« the po&ifian of the Dukeqf 
Portland doubt/uj* That he dffejaimed eyer^fubttrfuge of 
ihat kind : that he admitted and allowed the Duke of Port- 
land in pofleffiop : . that he wilhed to try the fair merits of tte 
ijueflion, What rjgfrt his Grace had Ko fuch pofleffion i which 
fcad been much mif represented to the world. He boldly aflerfc- 
id that the title of the Duke of Portland was fo faulty in every 
fefpec% and his ufurpation fo late as the year twenty-nine^ 
without a colour of right, *nd that no modern conveyances 
!would have depended on it between tpan and man, much le£i 
«3gajnft the rights of the public which had ever been held &- 

{":r;edL— — That the pity and companion which had been cat 
ed forth oh this qtcafion was wholly unmerited, a«\d coul4 
paly arife from theperfonal qualifications of the nobie Dttke, 
iorgettine the circumftances of bis predeceffors.— That ti^ 
^ueftion before the court was not Jhat of a rx?rfon who ha*l 
jiaid a valuable jponfideratioh for property, bu; that of a fami- 
ly who after having received the moft unbounded grants frost 
Xing William in, .perpetuity -over half the counties of Engj- 
Jajad larger than had been l?jcfto>vedon a fubje<5t, had likew^e 
iiAirped large po&flions a^d c e)«in the deniefne Jands.of tfcp 
patient crovyrf o£ tngland^wjithout any juft pr^^«.vh^ 
^fcr* That he vnderfbok to p rove fron* the eadieft period 
Lpiir Records in the porthg$n ^w)tto».tha£,tta.£4Ue an£ 
_ # taiior of Carliflehad beq^jinjhe -^ofleffion of tbe cf&WjV 
arid regularly continued tUl the fear ,1729, whet* -the Dukge 
^f Portland under the ,colour,pf $is Grant, of th* honour qf 
SeiirUhWgoyt po&fltcm'^TJwt feiW frofn,tfa; honour or 
T$anoc of renrith conveying 4h? &&]& and Maiiofcof^Garlifls* 
£hat he would (how they had ever been held by ftparate grants 
^veripoflefiedby the fame perfaiBs.' , ; . .» ' . , 

». Mr. Wcdderbiirne then called his evidence^ tfbi^chieflfr 
^pn|$ed of aflciciit records} dry* tedious. and ufteptertaining 
Xik the reading ; all parties were new. bufily enipioyed endea,- 




Then began the war of ttwgjw. . • 

] ., TJbe coipcU for the Daks gf JPprtJand refled their defeat 
rhbily pjjr^he jje(e£s in Sjr r James Lowther's leafe, Thqy 
t pb/fry^d ti»f;SQL therefcrved rent in the leafe waa nftt 
.'apcieiit pi j^oft ufual rent* or any rent within the Civil 
Sa&~T&t. $e leafe * the £nrl of Gurtbtrfand k is 

true 
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trafc ttkbtti $ot\tnt y and that all the Itftffct trtm 'Quteil 
Henrietta Maria and Queen Catherine ftated that fum. . But 
the learned gentlemen obferved, that th<rEarl of Cumberland 
had theCaftle in his leafe which Sir Jarnes-Lowthet had not, 
, that therefore the premifes could not be the' fame* That Sif 
James Lowther had mines- included in his leafe, which the 
ILarl of Cumberland had hot.*-That altho* it was true therfc 
were no mines open on the premifes yet they might be found 
in thecourfe of the three lives or thirty years. That befides; 
trees w«re both granted and excepted in Sir James LdwtherV 
leafe, which was not tht cafe in the Earl of Cumberland % 
and though it was alfo true that there was not a tree on the- 
whole premifes, yet they likewife might grow up In the tifflte 
of the leafe, as the life of a man in the eye of the law was 4 
thoufand years. 

Mr. Wedderburn anfwered theft objeftions by {hewing that 
Sir James Lowther's leafe could not be deemed difcordant to the 
$tvil lift aft, by containing a lefs quantity of Che fame pretftifetfi 
and paying an equal rent as the antient leflbr.^That with reC* 
peft to mines, as there were none on the premifes, there could 
be no rational difpute about them.— But he was well Informed 
that the 6rft lawyer that ever fat in Weftminfter-hall (hinting 
Lord Hardwfck) had givefi his^o-pinion that mines were not 
-included within the poffiMe meaning of the civil lift, aft, more 
Wfpeciatly ilrhen undpenedvfiricYthey could '."be fubjeft : to jnt> 
•rational Calculation whereby to fix the rent to be refervect 
That all leaks' of mines frbm the crown had, everflnce pafi. 
fing the aft, been let uhder covenant in the leafe to account 
for certain profits as were the terms under whrch Sir James 
•Lowthe* foefd, with a cohdhlon of forfeiting the* Jeafe in cafe 
*f failure>**That fuch -vnts *tie beft and only method of fe- 
curiog the inte^eft of the public on fuch property as afforded 
no method of calculation, to as to comply with the exaft worth 
W the Crvit Lift aft. That in cafe the judges determined 
etherwifr* fuch a decifion Would fet half the property of thb 
kingdom, hfld under leifes from the Crown,' afloat; That 
all trees being fully excepted in the leafe, and iio trees being 
#n the premHfes ; the anfwer was compleat. The judged 
declared their opinions again ft all Other parts of the excepti- 
ons, except one, but referved this point, namelv, the mines 
4 for a fpecial veraift*. The council for the 0. ofr. then pro- 
ceeded to fta'te another objection to Sir J. LoWther's leafe* Vj 
ibbwing he had not fet forth the value of the premifes in ho 
petition, neither the other kafes he had received from thb 
crb'wn, both which word rftquired by the -firft of Henry I Vth. 
• ^Mr. Wedderburn replied, to the (atisfaftion of the court, 

that 



that this ftatute, *sn^t obfol^te, was virtually repeal cdty, the fir ft 
of Queen Anne. That Sir James LoWther had adlually fet forth 
in his petition that the lands in queftion had been ufurped, 
and were then of no value to the crown which was undoubt- 
edly the fa&, that the report of the Surveyor (general which, 
was refufed to be read, though united to the petition fet forth 
the eXpence Sir 'James Lowther muft be at in recovering the'^ 
lands in queftion for the crown which had been fully confider-. 
ed at the time of granting the leafe, nor could any man fayl 
the King had been deceived. ^ 

All the judges gave a clear and decided opinipn again ft the 
objections arifing on the ftatute of Henry IVth. — The laft ob-. 
jedtion was concerning a Fubfifting term of two year?, to. 
which, though enforced by the engaging eloquence of Mr.j 
t)unning, nobody would give any attention, as it feems the. 
cafe, after having been tofled to and fro in the fea of legal^ 
uncertainty, had lately been determined in the court of Com- 
mon i*kas, namely, Fhat a term where the truft had been * 
fatisfied could not be fet up to defeat the title of the owner. 
■ Upon all thefe points, without pretending to (bow. any 
title, except poflefTion, the council for the Duke of Portland* 
refteJ their defence. 

The court directed a fpecial VerdicTr. The lawyers wrang- 
led twti hours in fettling of it.' It was at laft agreed as fol- 
lows: 

The Jim* find, 

A$ tc* all the premifes comprifed in the declaration, except 
two acres and a liable with a piece of ground thereto adjoining; 
containing one rood, in the pofleffion of the defendant Jack-' 
fon, Not Guilty. That King James, in right of the crown, 
Was feized of and demifed the premifes contained in the leafe 
to the Earl of Cumberland, at the time of making that 'leafe. 
That King Ofeorge the Third, in right of the crown, was 
feized of and demifed the premifes contained in the leafe to Sir ' 
James Lowther at the time of making that leafe. 

That the premifes in the pofleffion of Jack fon are parcel 
of thofe premifes. 

Find both the deeds prout. That 50I. was the antient; 
rent contained in the Earl of Cumberland's leafe, except ^s 
is therein excepted. That 50I. was under the third part? of 
the cterfr annually value of the premifes contained in the leafe 
to Sir James Lowther, at the time of granting fuch leafe. ' ' * ' : 

Thfe pfctition'for Sir. James Lowther's leafe prout, and that 
bis leafe was macfeTn corifequencc of that petition, ' \ 

Po!;Reg. Vol.X. J Thar 
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That at the time Sir James Lowther prefentcd fuch pttU 
tfon, Sir James Lowther had a demife of the foreft of Ennex* 
dale. : 

Mr. Wedderburn and the Attorney- General figned the t 
paper, then the Attorney-Getiefal tore off his riaffie.--Mr« 
Dunnrng declared he would never fign it, and gave the 
other party a challenge to meet to morrow at eleven, to feu 
lie the difpute. The old Chief Baron quite worn out, rofe 
up in feme emotion and declared the paper was the verdift 
of the Jury ; and ordered the clerk to enter it up accordingly. 
Upon which h&Lordfhip walked out of court, followed by 
his train-bearer, nor were the Jury long behrnd it, being by 
this time eleven at night, and the fuit in fuch a favourable 
train, that the bar may reafonably expert a three years croj* 
will yet be taken by the lawyers on both fides, before a final 
deeifion can poflibly be obtained. 

« M ! ■ ■ I 1 V Il . i ■ » J .. . ■ . ■ ' - n H I. ' «.I U ... i M 

Proceedings of the Hfiufe of Commans of Ireland. 

ON Wednefday (Nov. 13.) the Houfc refblved itfclf 
into a committee of accounts, Mr. Lill being chair- 
man. Sundry motions were made by Mr. fiarry, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Wood, and Sir William Mayne, for ordering the pro* 
per officers to lay before the committee, fome Very neceifary* 
papers and accounts, among which were a lift of the licenfes 
- granted by the Chief Governor, or Governors of Ireland, ttf 
Pjenfioners to be abfent. An account from the Quarter- 
Rafter-general of the particulars, of the expenditure of a fan* 
exceeding feven thoufand pounds, charged to the account 
of furnishing lodgings to the troops, and ftabling for their 
horfes ; alfo, the particular fums iffued by the Vice Trea- 
furer, or his deputy, under the head of Conwdatun,— * 
This was obferved to be the more neceffary, as by his Ma- 
jefty's inftru&ions, if any money was iffued on thatrbcad,, 
beyond a ftipulated fum, or without proper authority by 
Iting's letters, the Lord Lieutenant, or luch of the Privy. 
Council who Signed the order for fuch payment, were to 
have the money fo iffued flopped out of their refpe&ive fala- 
ril?. And it wa&helieved that there would appear a defelca-* 
tlon of 3 > i;oool. which had been iffued contrary to thofe 
Snftru&ions. 

Thefe mptions were agreed to, though fome of the cour- 
tiers laboured hard to prevent that relating to the Quarter- 
Itoafter-general, under pretence that it could not be got ready 
ia left than a fortnight, flut Sir Williaqi Mayne foon re- 
moved 
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moved that objection, by" fayihg,'he did not doubt but th< 
Quartcr-maiter-genreral fcfcpt regiilar books and entries of all 
money by him paid or expended; and that he Would him-t 
feff take the trouble of copying out the accounts, that public 
• bufinefs might not be delayed. 

A little before five o'clock the committee adjourned, and 
the $eaker returned the chair, but the houfe did not fit 
long. The majority feemed very anxious to get away, 
Which: Sir William Maync perceiving, faid, he would not 
then detain them, though he had Come very important mo» 
rions to mike, which he would therefore defer till the next 
day ; adding, that he had been well informed, that certain 
eommijpons had been made out, and' werr now kept fecret in thii 
kingdom, in xqhich there fomi names, that, when known, would 
mate Ireland tretnblc.' 
' The Houfe thw adjourned at about half paft five o'clock. 

On Wednefday, as foon as the Speaker took the chair. 
Sir William Mayne moved, " that as he had been informed 
** that the Quarter- maftcr-general was not the proper officer 
•* to lav before the Houfe the Accounts he had moved for 
M the cay. before, concerning the* expenditure of fevert thou* 
? (and pounds, as mentioned above, that the faid Ordci x 
u might be difmiffed, and a frefh Order made for the proper 
u Officer to bring in the faid Account,'* which paffedMrt 
the affirmative. 

• He then moved, w that the prober Officers do lay before 
•* the Houfe the number of effective men, commiffion and 
44 non-commrffioned Officers on the .military eftablilhment 
u at the concluding of the laft peace j and alfo atXady* 
** Day, iyft" which was agreed to. 
. It was alfo moved, <c That an Account of the Expence* 
c * incurred by Government in carrying on Crown Profecu- 
#< tions from the firft of Auguft, 1767,. to the firft of Nov, 
" 1771, inclufive, he laid before the Houfe," this alfo waa 
agreed to. 

Some private Petitions were then received, read, and re* 
ferred to feparate Committees, and then the Order of Nov. 
q, was read, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee 
Of the whole Houfe, to Con fide r on the heads of a Bill to 
prevent Delays of JitflUe by Reafon of Privilege of Parliament ; 
and accordingly the Speaker left the Chair, and the Commit* 
tee fat, Mr. Le Hunte being Chairman, and made fome 
progrefs in that bill.'* * 

I«aft Friday, the fitting was taken up in committees, in* 
(jpe&ing public accounts, and examining Colle£tors of the 

Fas jfevenufc 
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.fevenue at the tabic of the Houfe, Nothing pafled *•* 
tnarkable, but the obje&ion Mr* Anthony Malpncmade ta 
(he calling for fa many papers, and looking fo minutely 
fnto fo many articles j this, He faid, only delayed bufinefs t ^ 
for to do the whole accurately would take up twenty ye^rs. 
He was .an(wered, that if it would take up a thou/and, it 
was neceflary that &s, much Should be done as time would 
permit,, that the nation might be Satisfied. their representatives 
did theij: duty. ; \. ' . 

•Thg former part, of the fittings on Saturday was employed 
in receiving petitions* and giving leave for heads of bills to 
be brought in. In which bufinefs. nothing occurred but; 
fnatters of form, except in one cafe j the Houfe was moved 
to give leave to bring in heads of " A hiU for exempting 
*' fuch waftc and unprofitable lands as ma£ be hereafter cul- 
cc tivated, from taxes for «a certain ternu" , Col. Burton 

, fitoved, to add after the word from %x the' words tythes cn# m 
Tfhis prpduc.ed a debate; the friends of the Clergy were, 
alarmed $t the. propqfal,. that any ground. fhould beculti*, 
vated and rendered ufeful,. without the Clergy reaping aa 
immediate benefit.., The Froypjt aqd Mr. Scot fpoke fire** 
puoufly againft the amendment. , The friends of the bill 
^hewed v that many people were deterred from cultivating their 
wafte grounds, from their Veing immediately liable to tythe^ • 
jmd taxe^ before the- improper had received any advantage. 
Whereas f if they had an exemption fpr feven years, it would 
produce more tythes and taxes than they could, do, without, 
fome fuch encouragement, ? Hfo.wever, the njotion was 
withdrawn, till' a more unexceptionable title could be 
framed, -and- then it will-be again moved for*- * : * ^ 

The, capital bufinefs of the day then begapr Mr. Flood, 
acquainted the houfe, .he had' certain information, that the 

. law officers.!of the crown had been advifed with, in regard to 
the legality, and that the Miniftry in England had beer* 
"applied to* apd, he believed the. commiffions. were made out 
for an- addition of five more commilfione^s of the revenue. 
That the cuftoros and excife. were to be divided into two 
diftindt boards, the fornier to have feven comrniflioners^ 
and the latter to have five, . That fuch a new arrangement 
would be very deftru&ive to this natiorr, as it would not 
pnly increafe the expences thereof, 50,606!. every year, for 
the falaries of the new commiffioners*, the new officers under 
them, and building a new houfe for their reficence, and a 
jiew office to trania£t bufinefs in ; but it would be of gre^t 
feurt tQ trade, by obliging merchants to pay doutye feea^ 
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•nd go to two offices to do that BuSnefe, which the; now <kt 
with eafe and difpatch at one. He railed upon the law 
officers, aad tKe gentlemen of the Minifterial Bench » to con- 
tradict him if he wad wrongs uTfaying' fuph i ftep was ia 
agitation} if they did* not, Ire (hould take their fflence foe 
an avowal. _ Th^y were Glent ; they anfwered. hot 'one word* 
and then he Went on^ and'cdncTuded with moving the Houfc 
to comedo a jefolution to/this /purport," That jt appears to 
€< this Hobfe, j . that feuen commiffioners of .the revenue arc 
** foffiwV* to trartfadt the ,bufihefs thereof, n 

Sir William Mayne fecondecT the motion of his honourable 
friend, and fhe wed the ' impropriety and wanton cruelty of 
burthenixig^the. nation with the. expence of new offices and 
ttnneteffaty* officers, at a time, when U was groaning linger a 
heavy debt, and little, likely to be able to pay any of it, . He 
fuid* he 'fho^ild not be quite fo tender as his friend, but 
Would fbeabthe' truth, however difagreeable it might be to 
the gentlemen on the* other; fide of thehoufe. .'That be was 
aflured a regular plan was laid down for enflavi ng this, nation % 
t ±ha.t new dffices were created to kleep men firm to the court 
. intereft, Ay expectation of enjoying thofe places j that he di4 
jipt doubt but each commiffion had been promife'd to five or 
fix different gentlemen ; but that he was certain the defignv 
was, after they had augmented the boards then to garble it, 
and put in a number of Englishmen feht from the other fide 
of the water to be checks over, the reft, and fpjes on the? 
condudYof ttfis cbiintry. That in order that it might not 
feem an innovation to introduce a number of .men from Great 
Britain to oirr revenue board, one was to be appointed in the 
firft con^ihiffidn, ;antf that one was ^10 other than" the deteft- 
able Sir Francis BerYiaYd, late Governor of New-l£ngland t 
whofe ignominious behaviour, arid arbitrary tyrannic pro-^ 
ceedings thire, well high loft the affe£bions of our American 
fellow fubjeih, .and thereby hath rendered him a fit tool to 
fetter the people, pF Ireland. 

He addecj, that he was well informed that it Was the inten- 
tion of government, to prorogue the parliament as foon as it 
feadpafttd the bill of.fupplies. For as defpicable as the 
opposition • might be thought by fome people, it was ftill for- 
midable enough to the Britifb Miniftry, who dare not meet 
the Brili fh Parliament, while fuch an oppofition fubfifts in 
that, of Ireland ; for which reafon the Briiifh Parliament is 
hot to meet till the 21ft of next January, by which time 
government. thinjes to do all its bufi ne Js here, and prorogue 
fbis Parliament* , 

Mr. 
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^Mr, John Boiuke, jua. havW by this time revived bif 
fhftru&ions from the Minifterial Bench, whipped over to tbs 
other fide and moved an amendment, and after the word^ 
Fjfolved that % be added *thefe words, from the JtronfrJI evi* 
Hence, with which amendment he faid, he did not doubt but 
the whole motion would pafs; In* the negative, as he did not 
fed any evidence had been git en t6 prove that /even commit 
fioners were fuflfcient. ' 

' He was then.anfwered by Mh Barry, and Mr, Kearney, 
that the greateft evidence had been a&ually given that Seven 
Commiffioners were fufficient, fince the buunefs of the Reve- 
nue had been tranfa&ed by Five for many years* Two xon r , 
#antly refiding in England. As a proof of this, the clerk 
was ordered to read a refolution upon their Journals, faun* 
ded on the report of a Committee which had been appointed 
to enquire into the conduQ: of the Revenue Boards wheij 
Mr. Pdnfonby was at the head thereof j the refult of whiclj 
. was, that the Houfe refolved that the Commiffioners bacj 
executed their office^with honour to themfehes and advantage tq 
the nation. Since thert Five Commiffioners had done thep 
bufinefs to the advantage of the nation, it w<i$, plain th#f 
Seven were fully (efficient for that piirpofe, . ' t ' 

Mr. Power, Council to the, Commiffioners, then thought 
it high time to fty fomething %6 ehfure his placfe to the ne\y 
Board. He began indeed in a high ftraiti, comparing the 
prefent debate to one in a Robin Hood Society, for tf hic^ 
he was called to order, and then endeavoured to&ujBe ^way; 
his words, ' faying, he had only faid another Society. He 
mentioned two acts of King Charles II. which ena&ed, that 
the Commiffioners of Excife fliould never be more in num<* 
ber than Five, nor the Commiffioners of Cliffords lefs thanj 
Five nor more'than Seven. Hence' he inferred, that ten a^ 
lead were neceflary, and endeavoured, to chicane the Hqufe 
into an oppofitiqn to the motion. , . , 

*Mr. Montgomery, Sir Charles Bingham, Mr. Brownnow* 
Mr, Cramer, ^Av. Gorges, Sir Lucius Q'Brien, and Sir 
James Cotter, allfpbke with great eloquence and fpirit, de-j 
fended the original motion, and corroborated what had beeq 
advanced by Mr. Flood, arid Sir William Mayne. 

Mr. Solicitor General then arofe, and in a fmopth, plau-v 
fible manner, drove to defend the deftru&ive meafure. Ifo 
faid, he was never confulicd about it, but was clear as to* 
the legality of it, as by the two a&s now fubfifting, thq 
King had a right to appoint twelve CcmThiJponer^ and that; 
the agreeing to the motion weuld be to infringe upon th.% 

King'* 



ftiflgV ^ogatT^/ which i? to appoint what officer* fa* 
gleafes > it would, therefore f>e better* he faid, to avoid inter-* 
meddling with the royal prerogative, and if fuch a meafui* 
fhould be adopted (of the expediency of which he woukfc 
not pretend to judge) then fuch a Bill might be brought in if* 
Ireland as they have in England, to prevent Commifliorter* 
of Excife or Cuftoms from having a feat in the Houfe. Ye* 
he could not help thinking that an increafe of Commiffiontrs . 
wouldlte'offervice to the Revenue; for it would caufo th% 
Revenue to be much greater than it is, as it is .not fo well 
collecled as it might be> and called upon M*% Ponfonby tqt 
confirm what he faid A * . ., 

Colonel Brown, to fhew his great (kill in commercial, 
affairs, fpoke againft the motion. Mr. Fortefcue (poke, 
alfo, out whether for or agamft it* was not very tafy to b» 
gathered from his fpeech. 

; Mr. Ponfpnby then repfied to Mr. Solicitor General, that 
from his own long experience at the Revenue Board, ho>. 
was enabled to declare upon his honour, that be did not fee* 
any.nreceffity for more Commifiioners, or that the Revenue . 
couU be better collected if there were fifty than with only 
five. • . \ , 

The Patriots replied, and would have doubtlefs convinced 
all who were either capable, of conviction, or who were nofr> 
biafled by court favours, or expe&ation of them. The> 
Courtiers anfwered the reafons of the Patriots by the firft* 
rule of Arithmetic, Numeration, and left them the fole fotis- 
fa&ion of having done their duty, though i$ was not crowned 
With fuccefs. 

' The Committee of Accounts (at, and made a further:, 
progrefs in .the public accounts of the nation. But in exa- 
mining of them there appeared a mod extraordinary circum«- 
ftance. A law now exifts, fubje£Hng all Absentees on the 
Penfion Lift to a tax of four (hillings in the pound on the', 
whole amount of their refpeclive penfions. Yet notwith-r 
Sanding this a& palled with the concurrence of both, Houfe* i 
of Parliament, and received the Royal Affent, hisMajeftyV 
Letters came over for reimburfing five perfons the whole 
Aims that had been flopped in obedience to the above A£L 
Nay, though the very appropriation of the faid tax was par-; 
ticularly mentioned. Such a violation of the Law, which..* 
by levying money without authority of Parliament, put it 
upon the level with the famous cafe„o£ (hip-money, could ; 
not efcape the notice of the Lynx-eyed Patriots ; the letter*; 
were called for, and after much chicanery and endeavours to 
\ * fupprefe 
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fupprefs^hem, they were produced) and one of theffl, xela^ 
live to Prfhce Ferdinand, was read. 

- Another extraordinary affair was brought to light'; nd 
Jfefs than aft endeavour to. lump the arrear. c6ntta&ed by 
Government, together with the founded debty air under the 
general head of the National Debt ; for fo it appeared upori 
reading the Report of the Chairman of the Committee, as it 
was prepared to be made to the Houfe. But Mr. Crame* 
and Mr. Hufley dete&ed the artifice j and When Mf. TLfctho-' 
*ly Malone was for lettmg it go, and that the Parliament 
might be left to their choice', whether or hot it would pro- 
tide for the -arrear, Mr. Hufley well remarked, that that 
ipas a proceeding juljt like a man who Would dckiioi/uledge he) 
wai ten thdufarul- pound? in" debt 'to andthefi But that he 
Would choofe whether he would pay ttiore* than/*. The fum* 
were ordered to be divided: * * i / 

proceedings on Tuefday 9 ' Nov. i<). 

The former part of the day, and even till near five o* 
clock, the Houfe was employed in receiving Petiti6ns, re- 
ferring them to Committees, and giving leave for bringing in 
heads of Bills, accounts of which will be better given to 
©ur Readers when they are brought in. At length, Mr* 
Brownlow recited the refolution agreed to on Saturday laft 
concerning the Commiflibners of the Revenue, and moved, 
V that the whole Houfe, wrth the Speaker at their head j 
c * (hould go to the Lord Lieutenant, and lay thaf Refolution 
«* before himj as the joint opinion of the Houfe."' 

Upon this Sir George Macartney faid, that he was lilent* 
in the debate on laft Saturday, becaufe he was not properly 
informed ; but now he was authorifed to acquaint the Houfe, 
that his Majefty had thought proper to divide the Revenue 
Board into two Boards, and that the King's Letters had* 
come over, appointing twelve Commiflioners. 4 

The fears of the Patriots were now confirmed, and their 
typrehenfions verified. A debate aroie upon the motion, 
which though it was carried on for a long time, and by many 
Speakers, were chit fly repetitions of the arguments on both 
fides which had been ufed on Saturday j only indeed the 
Courtiers talked more confidently than before. Sir George 
Macartney,- the Attorney General, Mr. Prime Serjeant, Mr* 
Foitefcue, Mr. Malone, Mr. MonckMafon, arid- Mr. Scott t 
were the chief Speakers on one fide; and Mr, Bfownlow, 
Col. Burton, Sir James Cotter, Counfellor Dennis, Mr. 
Ponfonby, Mr. Hamilton^ Mr. Flood, and Sir William 
Mayne, on the other. 
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Mr, Prime Serjeant was very elaborate in his defence botK 
Of the legality arid the propriety of the meafure. He {aid* 
it was part of the King's undoubted prerogative to appoint, 
to all Oommifllons j and as what he had done wsft itridtl^ 
legale it would be the higheft fn'fult t6 his Majefty, to caYrjf 
up to his Vice-Roy any Refolution againft a meafure which 
bis Majefty had adopted upon long and mature deliberation* 
Specially as this ftep would be very hafty. The Houfe ' 
furely Would' not* in a few hours, without proper lights, 
determine ort what the King had confidered for a long time* 
The Relplution of Saturday was- pertinent, becaufe it was 
unknown #heth£r the meafure would take place* but now it 
was too late to condemn it. If indeed Gentlemen did think 
it wrong, that was fufficient ground to enter into a difcuHiork 
in a Committee* of the whole Houfe, and call for merchants 
before them, that every thing might be maturely examined 
into, before any Refolutiori Was- made* 

This fcheme to delay the further examinatiori, Was fpeed- 
ily detefied by feveral worthy Members* At length, Mr; 
Flood fpoke to this pufpofe i 
Mr. Speaker, 

It is really furprifing to fee the inconfiftencf, of fome 
Gentlemen. When we were ' on this fubjeft laffi Saturday* 
We were told that it was too fooh to deiermim~"tot were prt- 
mature* now when only two days have intervened, we ara 
told // Uloo fate, the buunefs is done, and we muft abide by 
it.-^It will be difrefpe&ful to his Majefty if we lay our laifc 
Refolution before his Representative. Now> Sir* let me tell 
thofe Gentlemen, it is not too late. The King's 'Letter*' 
are indeed come over, but the Great Seal is not yet put to 
the- Commiffions.— If we delay till that is done, ws may in- 
deed be told it is too late. The King's Letters are doubtlefs 
conditional, and according to the advice he has received from 
his Mirtifters, and the application that has been made to him 
from hence. Therefore, it is now more refpe&ful to him to 
tell him he is, gouig to take a wrong ftep, than to tell him, 
by and by, that he has done fo. - It is our duty, as part of 
the Grand Council of the Nation, to inform him when h« 
h&s been misinformed. He, doubtlefs, fuppofes, and has 
very probably been told, that this meafure is agreeable K> 
-his Subyttfts of Ireland, but it is our duty to tell h Ua-.it is 
not agreeable. To fay to him, your Englifh MinifUri, 
(who know nothing about us but by information) have acU 
vifed your Majefty to take this ftep, but your Houfe of Com* 
tnons of Ireland, 'who muft know beft) advife your Majefly 
Pal. Reg, Vol. X* G > not 
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not to take it,. for it will .beyery difagreca^le, detrimental t©» 
r f rade, and tend to the leaning your ^ajefty's, Revenue, 
That it will-qccaffon an. cxpcjpce ^vfe^Ji we £re t $ftt a£le to ; 
bear, in the drained, ruined condition ( |o which w6 are re- 
duced. Th,is, .it ia pjqperj we fl^oujd #11 tjie Jftngi and, 
no dou^t, upon fuch reprefejuatiio^ \\z will ^i^hdjraw hi». 
orders; Bqfides, Sir, thqugh "the t£iflg> tetters, are come,, 
it is thte Lord Lieutenant .vvbo, Is >\o appoint to thefe Coai- t 
mifliqns. Is it pot highly proper^ jbv laying^u? Re^utfoa. 
before him., to lejt ly#i kno^ t it y ill fye d.il^greea^le %o thi* 
Houfe, if, he proceeds any. further in fyis bufiftefs ? And* 
thofe Gentlemen who yptq^ fqr tV^at Relation Ja/l Satur- 
day^ will a<$ very inconftftejuljy,, if tfoey do jao* . yore fo& 
t;his now before 14s, If I am not,mj#ai;en 9 . from t^e Jift o£ 
tjjbe intended Comm goners, it appears that. eleven ;©ftbero» 
are members of this Hpufe, I therefore, in trejt;thpfe Gen-, 
tkmen, upon this occajfion, t#j?ra#ife an Wfltfft fcjf-jjgival,, 
and vote for tt}>| Resolutions J^et tjiern lay ,$eii\ hands on 
their hearts, and fay to themfelve», " I ^id foJieU far th*4 
place, it is true, but I did not fee the affair in that heinous 
lighten which it now appears. , I now fee it is defku&jve 
to the rea) in£ere,ft$ of my . counfry, it will be, ruinous to* 
Ireland, and r -if. 1. take, it, it will niajce rn? fee toojeed upon 
*s one, who,, for his private intereft, ^acrjficc* thofe of a 
whoie nation. No $ Til vote for this RefolutjoQ, that they 
never may be made out/' This will be hpnourahk to jthtm * • 
and they have an opportunity now to fiiew their diiintereftr 
jcdnefs/* 

Mr. Monck Mafon, who looted on himfelf as .o&t faiiue/4 
at', owned hp was one of the intended CammJf&QJxers,' but it 
would be of lijttle more profit ttjan.the place be. then enjoy- 
ed. He attempted to prove that it would DQt.be fo expensive 
a meafure as had been fuggefted - r and began to read fome 
calculations he had made. Such a coughing, hemming, and. 
calling for the qu eft ion fuccceded, that no one could hear a 
word that he fa id. He fti-11 continued in fpite of every token 
of di (approbation, wit!) an intrepidity, which his enemies 
would naturally call impudence y 'till after talking near tweaty 
minutes, he fat down* 

At length, after a* debate which rafted from a,.i!flrarter be- 
fore five, till a quarter before one, the Houfe divided on the 
motion, when it was carried' by £he country fide by a majo- 
rity of twenty-two. The members for Mr, Brownlow's mo-., 
tion, beipg one hundred and twenty-three ; andagainft it, 
one hundred and one. 
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Proceedings im VPedriefday. 
When thfc fioufe met, it w*as moved'to Atend his Excel- 
lency directly with th^ rcfoKifioH 6f the 1 proceeding day* arid 
., was earned' in" the' affirfpativ'e. Many Gfcntfernen ieeimid 
very ea.ger J .to'go up with' it, and' particularly Mr/ Ogk, who 
'wiflied/tTieVmight gb white it was. day-right, - " tHkt he 
might' fefcf the Lord LieuTerfaht's couriteriahce, -while the re- 
iulUtiorii were reading fd'hitri:"* ' ' 

They 'were, however; obliged' to wait till the Speaker 
couIdlewT for his robes of" flats; and tHen they fat out, arid 
came' t$ l tM C&& teWe&JiW atid fix dHrlock ; on^ hun- 
dred arid' fifty- four rofcftbfefs' attending; 

.., 'V . Proceedings on fhuifc&y, Nov. 21. 

TfieTfcufirbeing* rn^rtht l St>^»k:^Yeport^d,-that in pur- 

fuance of a refolution of the Houfe on.Tuefday nighty the 

'Houfe had, on WedhefSay everting, waited on his Excellency 

the Lord Lieutenant, folay befoffe him the refolution of laft 

Saturday, and that his Excellency was pleafed to anfwer, 

that' "* the Fung's Letters had cttmeover,' to order comrnif- 

fions to be made out for' (even Cdmmiffioriers of Cuiroms, 

and" five Cdrnrhiflibn^rs of Etfcife, but' that fihee the Houfe 

-of Commons had entered into that refolution, he thought it 

was his doty to report the opinion of the Commons to his 

Majefly." . 

It was then moved, that the'Committee of'Supplies {hould 
fitj which was agreed to" after' a fliort debate; and the Right 
Honourable Anthony Malone took the chair: the titles of . 
Tome* papers were read ;'ahd alfo fome of them at length; 
but as the greater!: part of the members had left the Houfe 
on the Speaker's leaving the* chair, it was thought proper to 
adjourn the Committee; 

The Speaker then refamed the chair, and l^ave was given 
to bring, in heads of a Bill, rhore effectually to prevent the 
fteeping of flax in running 'water ;' and then the Houfe ad- 
journed." ' ' 

Friday, Nov. 22. When the Houfe met, it was moved 
that they (hould go into a committe of fupplies; but beforfe 
the queftion could be put, a mbtion was made, that it be ah 
inftru&ion to the committee, not to provide for thole pen- 
sions which feemed t6 them to be mojf buithenfome or unne- . 
ceflary. This motion produced a great debate. The court 
j^arty pppofed it, *as quite needlefs, firjee the committee had a 
"power of itielf to examine, if it pleafed, into any -ankles of 

G 2 the 
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the public account-To this it wasapfwared, that, although 

'the committee had undoubtedly tiich a opwer, ;t was not 

? clear from thence that it would think of exercifing it, un- 

lefs fuch a duty was impofed on thejn by an induction ; as 

many men have power/ to do things which 'they never 

think of doing, till they are previbufly put in their heads. 

.Mr, Wood moved, that the word moft be expunged, iince he 

thought no penfion whatfoever &QuJd he provided for which 

• appeared to be any. wife burtfanfitrifi or unnecejfary. " Mr. Pon- 

fonby obferved, that though fome penfions had been defervedry 

.teftowed as rewards for, f emihem. public fervices, yet.po man 

could fay that was thecafe iri rriapy'^hich - were on' ttys lift '; 

and that the names of Jeremiah Dyfori and Lord Camden, 

ihould never be named together, as equally meritirlg,the fame 

penfion. ",' "* " , 

Mr. Scotapfwered, that no man could tell the reafons which 
influenced tjje- King to reward his; fervants, and that in, the 
Royal mind, perhaps Mr. Dyfon. feemed equally deferviri£ 
with Lord Camden. That, for his part, he could rjot think: 
how it was to be determined which penfions were moft bur r 
therrfome and unneceffary. It would doubtlefs be thought bjr 
fome that the higheft penfions were the greateft burthens ; 
but which, were moft urimcefary was the hardeft point to de- 
cide. A poor woman's penfion of forty or fifty pounds a year, 
might be deemed by her highly neceflary to her fupport, and 
yet the beftowing it might not appear neceflary to the com- 
mittee. And indeed the abfolute degree Qf pecefiity could 
.never be thoroughly determined unlefs the committee was 
thoroughly informed of the reafons ifor granting them. 
.' Some members then feemed to doubt the legality of grant- 
ing penfions on this eftablifhment, fince, as they were 
. charged on the Hereditary revenue, when that fell too fhorr, 
to ajifwer the abfolute appropriations, and to pay thefe pen r 
fions, the overplus could not be raifed without authority o£ 
parliament, and therefore tr.uft neceffarily drop off. 

To this it.wasarifwered, that the legality of penfions was, 
/atisfa&orily afcextained by the aft which laid a tax of fouj; 
Shillings in the pound on all abfent penfioners \ and by fome 
of the branches of the Revenue being directly exempted from 
having any penfions laid upon them, which allowed tha$ 
they were legally laid upon ajl thpfe whicfr were not thus ex-r 
emptcd. ' k 

The country party ftill perfifted in the motion, and not 
Cfle of the Courtiers laid a word agaipft the expediency of exa«. 

flupipg 
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mining int6 the Penfioa lift, But only wanted to.mfrnuat* 
that the committee had no 1 need' to be inftruftedTiy the htmfc, 
to what rhey had authority to d'6 Without. Sir George Ma- 
cartney gave great honour to the v L6rd Lieutenant for having 
dimmifhed the penfibiT Hft fix thoufand pounds a year fince 
tie came hither, and, laid it was V^iy hard people were blind 
to this ereat fervicc,' and denied him the merit thereof • wfteit 
every (Thief Governor, for many years paft, badconftantl/ 
left the penfioa lift much heavier than he found it. Sit. 
William Mayne replied, "that whatever honour tvks duef t6 
his Excellency, hfe'itfUft fhare that honour with'J%tfrff, Wh6 
liad very kindly ime'rpofed to* Wafe tjte 4>urthen oF Ireland. 
But the main queftion was, whether if fo many had* n'ot died 
ofiy the Lord ' Lieutenant would not flill have laid .as . many 
perrfions pn as he hafr/dtme ; which,' 'if Death had not inter- 
vened, would have pur htm on ^ level with his predecfflbrs* 
Till that queftion was fatis'fa&orfly* arifwered-, irWa'fc jtttpoP- 
*0ble to afcertairi th$' quanttfrn of merit to be afrribed to his 
Excellency, or the proportion of thanks due to him.' { 

The courtiers tl>en accufed the country party of erTe&ing 
tfelay ; and, by throwing in thefe bbnesof contention," of ob- 
ltrtidting the fopplies. Mr. Anthony Mal6ne * very gravely; 
folemnly, and de-li-be-rate-ly obferved, that'time would not 
allow very nieedifquifitions; for if the committee was to be 
'obliged to examine minutely into every article of the public 
accouots, and to fcrutinize critically into every penfion lit 
the whole lift, it would not be done in three months time : 
-and, for his own part, he would not for the largeft penfioa 
in the whole lift, attend to fuch a tedious proceeding: -' !: 

Mr. Flood replied, that no artificial delays were madc-'ufe 
of, but that when the nation was aim oft ruined, and was 
groaning under an almbft infupportable weight, At was the* 
fluty of every member to try every method to leflcn 4 * that 
weight. As public advantage ought ever to be more attended 
to than private^ he would never grudge any time he beftowed 
in attending in that houfe \ and would never put his owii 

frivate concerns in, competition with thofe of a whole* people, 
f the Right Honourable gentleman's age, infirmities, or any 
thing elfe* made it difagreeable to hrm to attend, yet 'the na- 
tional buunefs couldftifi go on, though that Right Honour- 
able gentleman fhould not be Chairman 5 and that he could 
not help wondering that thofe gentlemen were unwilling td 
beftow their time for the public good, who were ready tct» 
4o fh$ dMy work of aty dirty admimftrarion* 

Mr,' 
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. Mr.. Flood w^s . injrarctfiaj&ly calle.d -to -order by Mr. -Ma- 
lone, TTtyegoprtieranow rejoiced, and thought they bad it in 
.their power to. retaliate. the djifgrace which bail lately Fallen, 
on their friend W,aller. Altrujujgfi the difparity was very great 
between .the w»rd$ qf fi#r t Flood, apd thofe expreffions of 
Waller, the words, were tak$n ? and it was moved 'that Mr. 

• ftpod fbould either^, pardon of Mr. Malone, in Jiis place, 
<wr fee called to the, $ar. Tfcequeftion was, as frequently put, 
iad as frequently the, decifion was. put oj£ bV fome member 
rtfmg.tQ,ipeak, till at length,. -at near n^ne *o clock, a motion 
for a3journment was ma<U» and carried, and the Houfe broke 
up, without coming tc*any refolufion on aij/.of the motions 
imadQ tna't day. t , , t . ' . ' /\ 

Proceedings j>n Saturday, .Nov? 23. t \ 

This, day was chiefly employed in a committee or fuppllesi 
, [Mn Malone Ctair/roau}] ( ^>e debates, turned on that point 
which we-bavo airway- mentioned io .the proceedings of. the 
jomintftee accounts* namely* whether the arrear of govern- 
ment fhould be joined with- the funded debt, a$ the' debt of 
jth^ nation. The Cojurtiprs were for having them lumped to- 
gether, and then. left to the opinionof the Houfe, whethej 
theyihould be. equally provided for. The country gentle*- 
ii^ri replied,. as. upon the former occaiipn^ that to acknow- 
ledge a debt,, and not,j>rovide for the payment, was unjwft, 
and (U&opourable to,. Pari lament, Tnat if the arrear was 
acknowledged,.. it,muft be paid ;, and fuch acknowledgment 
would encourage government, to . make what arrears 7 they 
pleafed, on the confiiience;that ; Parlia*ment would provide ffor 
ttiem, however unjuft, or however burthenforne the^ might 
jpove. It. was alfo ol?f$rved, that there, were above four thou* 
fan?! pounds of the pnblfc .naoney (till iaband,. which, by tl|Q 

♦ acknowledgment of Mr. Chaigneau, when he was examined^ 
had not been demanded by widows, &c. for whom it was ap- 
propriated, for near five years ; and that gentleman declared, 
that, af tec fueh time, was elapfed, feldoo}any«claim was made; 
therefore that fliould be ftruckoff the national debt> tfiatyrp 
n>ig,htJiot be obliged to borrow money at intcteft from year to 
year, to provide fpr what would never be demanded, and- in- 
crease the fictitious debt. . 

Whenever the .ficticious debt was mentioned, the courtiers 

put thei» In mind, that there was alfo a fictitious credit :■ ? 

this was; admitted $ but Mr. Flood defired that both might be 
properly' afcertained, and a proper balance ftruck, that no 
more might be provided for than what was actually and bon* • 
fidi due. . " . 

' Ttwttdingt 
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^Procedings.on Monday > Nov. 2$, 
This clay was (pent in a Committee of Supplies,, if\ whidk 
the rrioft material paffage Was the .debate on the perifion ef 
Jeremiah JDyfon. It was urged* that this pen fiott watverjp 
bitrthen{em£y2is\t was one thpufand pouilds a year/ and itwa* 
mneotjfyry* fit it was beftowed on one who hadxiever been of 
any fervice to this country, u\ho,fe chtefeit. merit confificci^n a 
pliability to every § administration th#t exifted In bis twoe, . 
The Provoft expatiated very largely in Jerry's, praife, aa*f 
fcid, .tfafrt. whenever any motion was made in the Britijjh 
Houfe of Commons relative to Ireland, he always took thai 
(ide of the queftion which was for the advantage of it, aiu} 
particularly in regard to the Linen Manufactory. This euior 
giuro was replied to by Sir William Mayne, and taken to 
pieces in fo ludicrous a manner, as to excite the laughter of 
the whole houfe. It was often remarked, that .this very.petir 
fioa was an a£tual breach of the Royal word, and .fox that 
* reafon, if for no other, ought not tp be provided for. : A*: 
■^ length the queftion was put, and on a divifion, it was. carried 
againft , the pen Con by "a majority of one only : the number 
for th^penfion being 105 ; and againftit, 106. t 

. The Houfe afterwards came to the following refolution : . 
. Refolved, That the penfion granted to Jeremiah DyCo*^ 
Efq; and his three ions/ is an unneceflkry charge upon the 
eilablifhment of Ireland, and ought not to be provided for. 
Ordered, That the (aid penfioii he ftruck off the lift of 
i< peniioners, upon the cftablifhment of Ireland. 
Proceedings on Tuefday 9 Nov. 26. 
This day was taken up in a committee of Supplies, voting 
.Grants, Premiums, bounties, and Rewards to the Officers 
and Servants of tbe Houfe, and the Clerks who hadfur- 
•rii/hpd accounts, in confequencc of orders of the Houfq. 
^v.' Mr,. Ponfonby moved, that the furn of four thoufand pounds 
ihould be granted to the Right Hon. the Speaker, to enable 
him to fupport the dignity of his office, and it, was carried 
unanimQufly* No material debate happened on any of the 
numerous motions, and the Committee broke up* 

t Proceedings on Wednejday Nov. 27. 

v The, Hqm^P received the report of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, which confided of a great number and variety of 
gtffcQC?, and, the houfe agreed to the greateft part of them 
without debate. Some, at the firlfc reading, were, po/rtppr^d 
, to be .confidered more maturely after the lefs irnpor|tanjt were 
'agreed to : and when the Speaker had . gojip through t the 
whole, the poftponed articles were read. 

When 



When the fJoufc w,as aefired to agree to the debt of tfed 
nation facing as reported from the Committee*, 0009!. . \y*y:d 
^rucfc' dff>oti a- motion of Mr. Flood, vfrho informed the 
Houfe, that' in the year 1745, a vote of credit pafl?d to per- 
mit the borrowing of 70,000!. andfome taxes'were appointed 
.to pay the intereft and principal: Bat that no more than 
fcioool. being borrowed on that vote, ami the' whole being 
^paid off in* the year 1753, the remaining 9600I. iought to be 
ftntek off from the alledged fum total of the national debt* 
This was agreed to. • " ' '"' •' v 

Mr. Flood then moved, that the Htfttfe ^ould not aBoy? 
the fam of 5306I. 13s. 2d* halfpenny, : which had been paid 
in cottfeqtience of the King's letters, as a reimburfernent ta 
certain penfionejs of the four. -foil fings in the pound, which 
/were detained on their penfions; by authority of an acTrof 
parliament for taxing abfentees. This motion produced a 
warm debate^ Mr.' Solicitdr Central endeavoured to fhew 
that the mcafure was both legal and expedient : that the? 
Crown being willing to give" to certain perfons, who had de-* 
ferved well df the government* the full fum which had been 
•allotted toeach, did, in that cafe, fuffer r tbelaw to take its 
courfe in withholding the tax, and then did order a reim- 
burfement, by his letters, of the fumsfo withheld ; by thefe 
tneans both were fatisfied*; the Grown by reciting the law in 
his letters, allowed it its full force; ahd thereby ordering a 
reimburfernent, kept his Royal word with thepenfioneis, by 
givirigthem their full penflons. 

.Colonel Brown endeavoured to {hew the expediency of 
themeafure from the merits of theperforts concerned. Prince 
Ferdinand had done fuch fervkes that his reward ought not 
to be diminifhed ; fo had alfo Admiral Hawke. That in rtf— 
gard to the, Duke and Dutchefs of Atbol, they certainly 
•ought to have the full of their penfions, as ft was part of the 
•bargain for his allowing the lfle of Man, which was his 
legal * property, to be annexed to the Crown ; from whieft 

5 his country had* derived many great advantages. The Co 1 - 
cnel, indeed, was a Tittle unfortunate, frr Regard ta one of 
thefe reimbur'fe % d penfxoners, George Charles, Efq> (the fic- 
titious name-und6r which Count Viri, ambaffador from.Sar- 
'dinia* 'holds one choufand a year,) fince no fervices could be 
hinted at from that quarter. 

Mnf Brown low oppbftd the above gentlemen, and (hewed 

t|iat.the« giving *>ack a tax levied by Authority of Parliament, 

arfti theW making that money a part of 'the; national debtj 

-'W^i an abibi cite defeat Of that adi, and a railing of money 

< -"-** '.' withote. 
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*itfcpyt Autkority qf f^lhr^n% That jftbe.&owfl W 
rpfolred W feuifWfe thefe penfopiefs,,. It roi^itl|ave b9?f} 
done without ^nin|fing^^t t 9f ^9 c^li^ef} b^ftr aa£*r 
pejjftpi) of e^ual yahje, .,.'.'. 

not diiTpjjpfmg with t£e law, wcp It ^wri its nili 
force; nor was~if a Jrepe^l of fc is jt (^ejafed uppji' jl) tbJf 
other petitioners. That had the King granted i. new pei*-* 
ftpn, th# m,n£.)wrfi Ppqiiaujpd, ^.^a.ifrpvT^/^^or 
the time for which it W39 graced, wher^^s this reimbgrfc^ 
jmefct rdjtf ed pi^y to tm$ ga£. .^pg that th$ King's Lett^ 
reciting thea#, .tya* an ft^QwJtttjpeqf pP-jf, ^ . 

Mr, Hufley yery learnedly imd fip^eitfty djewejl dje futi^ 
llty pf theif arguments* bs fri0»jtp^ recirjrig the *£ in the 
Kimjfjs I^ettw^ W3? 1*0 JPpfC tbwi an acknowledgement of 
its forc$, #an $$ r$pity#g the $t&iment$ of the gentlemen ot\ 
the other flip of *W way/ ,^ £ jpjpof of their validity. 
That in tbefc wi$*tbe jp^ty'jlflrii |i$ both a&ed alike j he 
recited fbe aaumpnts only fp eppjute |Jjem > and the Crown 
recited tbj? act paly to &e>y ,tfy# jf tfpujd deltroy its effedr, 
defeat its deugji^apd by a* MRW^rr^urtle; jftfcfsb of.pr.erp4 
gativf, ^ifpepfe yijff a law to Which it^d/j»ffentpd. J^ 
the Mujityrv bai j&vifed #)f £*QWfl to a fttitfM $$&*$* 
take if in wtycb light wc WPiUdJ \( tbe'^O^f ^ffigOTP thai 
thefc> partMml^Mqruwers/bQ^d bf j*^J>Vf r 9& i^Jawj it 
was a ffyufl 09 tjk ftarlianfcepjt ,of, ]wk$% #$$?* *& * n *fy 
which be was d^qnjped (hpuld flot.hayi ity ^Tt*e .pp^r: ,q4 
fiich petfon? as, be choft to efcempf ': #)d Xfrb^W^&J 3$ 
pjfentinf Jtp tfi^s £&, that it (boo Id f.qually bind .every penr 
fioner, lxyyas * fouflpn t^p^ pf AAok. &P- 'tp whpn* 
the n^ioft w^sepg^gfd by yay of tyrg^jup b^ve.jhp jfuty pj? 
tb£ jj&pulaterf pr Joe- '!.. *,.'• 

" &Jr. Carles Q^Ffrra ftpk^ J^ w^^ nb^ 

attended to. ' * 1 

Sir William Mayw ujgf^i tbp }ll«#dM;y pfc th^, ^ete^ed 

power c£ diipenfing jyijth ^ ^Q, and.thie .fat?* f onfequehce of 
eftabl^fluoglucb ? pre£edj?nj:. < ^Jjiid f ' .fwXJce iio^JcepitipnaW^ 
perfcps were pitched uppn .ui .jjie reoncw ^I$« tp.be reina- 
fcurftd pnly to feel our p.ulft*,' ,how fwch ?f]i Acbitr^ry ftco 
jvoyijty bp Kli^hed* Tbe JyUoifiry b.ope4 $he ^efppcltabfe 
names would make the meafures go do.w#$ apd then if it 
wa^ o^ceppfled.ov.er, it wojfld Jpua. ^apjiinff precedent for 
;h.e Crpwn to difpenjfe, . if i^pj^ejl, wiftg ^ye^y Aft ^ 
Piy)ia9[iieitf 9 and wb-xhejevyj^g ^d a^j?^Pf ^pi f of ^v off 
tax. ' - . ' ' l " ,\ .*.... ♦' 
'Psii.ftfig.VohX. H • ^ -"Tha 
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Thii* ftTatttf yks debated till near ten o'clock ; in which 
debate Mr: Flood, and Mr. Fit£gibbon>on one fide, and Sir 
George Macartney, Mr/ Attorney Genera), syid Mr. Scot, on 
the other, were .the principal fpeakprs (except thc>fe abovemen- 
tiohed), ; Atlength the quefti6ri ' Ijeing put, the Houfe di- 
vided, and the numbers "werfe, fot not allowing the reim- 
burfement, one hundred and fix > and on the contrary, one hun- 
dred and eighteen. ' '" " ' 7* : ' 

The Speaker then read die report fronf the Committee of 
the ftriking off the perificm of Jeremiah Dyfon'. / When the 
^tteftionvfras f\it 9 ynether the Houfe fhoufd agtee* with that 
refolution, Cduhfelloir Power re-echoed what had been faidf- 
In the Committee by the Provoft, in regard to thfeyaft merit* 
of Mr. pyfoh, and wanted $e Houfe not to agree with the 
fefolve. ,Mr. Connolly anfWefed the CoiinfcJIor* and with 
inuch candour acknowledged-, that'being deceived by the ma- 
tbinations of illTdefigning men, hp had brought in the aug- 
mentation bill, for the expenCe Of which the four (hilling tax 
On absentees wa$ appropriated; tut fince be' had feen fuch r 
perverfions r of the/liberality of Ireland, and fuch breaches of 
prbmifes, he afked pardon of the Houfe for what he had been 
fcajbted Thto, aftd was refolded to put his negative on every 
additional expence to thil kingdom. The Provoft fpoke in 
faVburofMf. Dyfon, andobferved, that that Gentleman hsd 
the? misfortune to have a name With which many people were 
(Kfgufted j that his JewilK name was to maiiy } fo orfenfive, 
that k clouded his merit, and might make him fing the La- 
taientatibns of Jeremiah : Dyfoh. Mr; Huffey, in the fame 
flile of raillery i replied to the Pfov6ft, that indeed it was 
very unhappy for any perfoh to get an offenfive name, and 
that was the cafe here as well ak in England ; for he believed 
fome Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe had names 
' which were not quite fo pieafing to the pubHc as they might 
ivifh. . 

Mr, fiarry Barry and Gouhfellor Wood, Sir William 
Mayne, Mr, Malone, Counfellor Hellen, and the Attorney 
General, with fome others fpoke pn this Queftion ; and at 
eleven, it being put, there were ninety-three for difagreeing 
With the refolution, and one hundred and five for agreeing 
with it. So that Jeremy may now make his lamentation for 
;theJofs of his penfion. 

After agreeing to foiAe mors refolutions, Mr. Malone 
moved, that the Houfe Would the next day refolve itfelf into 
a committee 6f 'ways and means, 'which being agreed to, the 
Houfe adjourned. - • ■- 

I, l ' - Prkadings 



Proceedings on Tbfrrfjay* ftvu. 38. 

This day the qommittee of ways and means fat (Mr> Kfa~ 
lone, chairman) to refolyc in what manner the fupplies> 
could be. raifed. They came* to fundry refolutioiis; which*, ' 
when the Speaker: aflumed the chair, were ordered to be xe-\ 
ported to the IJoufe the next 4*y. .. , ., 

t Jn this committee there was no material debate, except o»j 
a motion made by Sir Lucius O'Brien. He obferve4 to the. 
Houfe, that in confequence of the vaft importation of En- 
glifh and Scotch porter and ale, the Irifh brewery was^ 
greatly injured, that above .fp/ty thoufand barrels of porter 
were imported yearly into Ireland; and thereby the con* v 
fumption of our home manufacture was greatly decreafed* ; 
lefs malt made^ and consequently the tillage much injured^ 
Lands which would turn to great advantage, if ufed for, 
growing corn, are now either ufed only for pafture, or left* 
uncultivated and unbroke up. Thjat thefe forty thoufan<) ; 
barrels were (q ftrong, that they were equal tp-eighty thou* * 
fand barrels of Irifli beer,, and therefore he propofed, " that* 
an additional duty of two fljillings per barrel of 32 gallons, 
be laid upon all beer, or ale imported frpm any part of Great, 
Britain into this kingdom/' , , 

This motion was violently oppofed. J$ was urged by the t 
courtiers that the true way to uiake the Irifh brewery equal 
the Britifh would be rather to encourage the fvft, than to 
difcourage the laft. That Britain would certainly take urn*, 
brage at fuch a tax, and withhold the exportation of their, 
tops, which, as no quantity grew in Ireland, would be di- 
fhrefsful, and entirely ruin our brewery inftead of doing jt any^ 
fervice. . ' • . „ 

To this ,it was anfwered, that the Englifh fold above the 
value of one hundred thoufand pounds of hops yearly to Ire*, 
land; and that it was not to be thought, they would deprive 
tl^emt^ves of fo valuable a branch of trade, merely becaufe 
Ireland laid a fmall tax upon porter and ale. 

It was then urged by the friends, of adminiftration, that if . 
they did not withhold their. hops, the Britifh Parliament 
might retaliate, by laying fome duties on the importation of 
Irilh linens, which might be fatal to purchiefeft ftaple com- 
modity : that the brewery of Irelapd was more hurt by the 
diftillxng corn into. whUfcy, than from any importation of . 
porter $ that the quantity; ^rank was not very great, as it 
Was not above a pint a man a day for eight and twenty thon- 
fand men j which was a fmall part of the Inhabitants of, 
Ireland. 

Hz Proceeding* 



-fooe&dings on Ifriiafo Nov. 24* 
• 1?he Hdufe being met* the report of the comtftttKO Of ways 
stod metfns Was received, and ffead> and agrcfed to; For the 
otlrfenif fcrvicd of the year and parliamentary grants, many 
additional duties were to be laid oh fimdry iifljpfcrtations. Six 
pounds per ton. on all Spanifli and French wine*. Three 
ptourids 6a all Portugal wines, and five pounds on all wines 
6f other coutttfy -growth. 

To pky ttie national debt a loan was n&efikrjr, And Mr: 
FloOd tnoreid that the loin might be of one hundred thufand 
pounds i and the reft might bfe made up from favings and re- 
paynierittf Hfe was fepported by Mr. Barry Barry, Mr. Pon<- 
fonby, Mt. ijuffey, $rr I^ucius O'Brien > Sir William Mayne, 
£rc. but wasoJ)pofed by Sir <SeWg£ Macartney, Mr. Malone, 
Mr. Attorrifev General, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. Cle* 
nients; the latter of whom declined, that there w$s but tea 
thoufend fix hundred pounds rcAjfcimng in the Tr eafufy. 

Though the debate continued till near ten o'clock, yet 
none of the fpeecbes or argument* can be abridged, fo as to 
give eitbef amufement or infbf mation to our readers ; as they 
were all' founded on calculations, fomeof which were, ad- 
mitted, and fome controverted backwards and forwards. At 
length, the d^ftion being put, whether the loan fltould be 
puto hundred thoufand pounds, or one hundred thou&nd 
pounds, it palTed for the former oh adivifion : one hundred and 
ttoenly-Jix being for the larger, and ninety-fix for the leflfefr 
ifem. 

A committee 'was then appointed to prepare the Money 
Bill* and the Houfc adjourned to Monday, 
v Monday^ Dec. 2. 

This day the Houfc met, but did no bufirtefs, being ad- 
journed in left than an hour. 

Proceedings on Tne/dayy Die, 3. 

Dr. Clement being returned for the city of Dublin, he 
ipple the oaths and his feat in the Houfe, The Houfc being 
refolved into a Committee, the heads of the money and loan 
bills were read and agreed to ; and the Speaker having taker* 
the chair, the Horife received the report. The Marquis of 
Jtildare prefented a petition againft the ert&ing any new 
Bridge over the Lifiey below Effex Bridge, &c ? and the 
Houfe adjourned a little after five-o'clock. 

Proceedings on JVedsefday^ Dec. 4. 

The money and loan bills being gone through^ the Houfe 
ordered Mr. Malone to carry them to the CauSe, to be laid' 
before the Privy Council, in order to their being tranfrnittrd 
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fb England. Sir Lucius O'Brien ' that dWeffed, ;' that 
38 the administration had been di Appointed in tbeir* 
favourite fcheme, of the augmentation of Commiffioners 
of die Revenue,* they had hit uptm a new fehfeine, of 
making a board of accounts under certain Coniiriiflioriers, 
and the Houfe Was moved to refolve that fuch a mefafiire was 
jtfelefs and unmcejfary : inftead of arguing it, a motion was 
made for adjournment, Mr. Malone declared ,' that as he 
waa ordered by the Houfe to go up With the bilb, he Vras for 
the adjournment of the debatd on that motion till the next 
day, that (he bills might Hot be delayed. Sir William 
Mayne urged, that the delay of one night might permit the 
laft hand to be put to that itteafure* aa he was well informed 
the King's letters for that purpfcfe Were come Over, and actu- 
ally in the Secretaries Office, tit** Flood, Sir Lucius O 
Bnen,. Mr. Hamilton, Sir Edward Newenham, and Mr, 
Huffey, 4II called upon Sir George Macartney to declare 
whether fuch letters were or were ndt come over ; but he 
and the whole minifterial Bench fat fullenly filent, and Would 
siot give any fatisfa&ion on that head. Mr. Flood, to fhew 
that it 'was not the intention of the gentlemen in the oppofition 
to impede the progrefs of the money bill* ntoVed to adjourn 
for one hour, to giVe Mr. Malone time to carry up the bills 
and return j but on a divifion on the queftion for adjourn*? 
ment till the next day, the ayes for the adjournment were 
ninety-fix, the noes, eighty-fix j and the Houfe adjourned a 
quarter before fix. 

Proceedings on Thurjfdetfr Dec. 5- 
The Houfe being met, the refolution of Sir Lucius Of 
- Jirien, (poftponed the preceding day J was moved for* and 
was debated for fi* hours. 

, Sir George Macartney ftid, he wa* then at liberty to 
acquaint the Houfe, that the King's letters Were come over 
to appoint a new board of accounts. This board to conftft 
of five commiffioners, one at eight hundred, and four at 
fiveTumdred pounds per annum, Salaries. The debate then 
turned upon the expediency and fieceflity of the meafure* 
and how able this nation Was to bear the exjrtnce. Mr. Co- 
Holly fpolce warmly againft any encteafe of expence; but, 
as during the courfe of the debate, many aflertions were 
made qn each fjde which were con t radioed bj^the other ; 
that gentleman moved that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf 
into a committee next Wednefday, for a folemn difcuiEon of 
this important queftion. This gave a new turn to the de- 
jjatfy which lafted till witjiia a quarter of ten, when the 

queftion 
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fitcftion being pat, the Houfe divided, and one hundred and. 
tWepty-two wejrc for the committee, and one hundred andfeur- 
Km againft it. 

When the queftion was thus carried, M/. Dennis Dalvv 
in a taofk fpirited manner moved, that no member fhould be, 
abfent from the Houfe on Wednefday next, without leave, 
spnd alfo, that there be a call of the Houfe on Tuefday, both 
of which were agreed to without any divifion, and the Houfe 
adjourned. So that on Wednefday next will be as foletnn 4/ 
debate and upon as important a fubjed as has been this fef-; 
Son. For which reafon, and as the members will have the 
King's letters and all neceflary papers before them, we (halt 
not lay before the Public the arguments made ufe of on either 
fide this 4*y» as they will be again repeated on Wed ne Way,- 
with additional force, and additional information, and then 
fbey will appear with greater propriety, 

On Friday and Saturday the Houfe was employed, for. the. 
Jjbofttimeit fat on each of thofedays,-in referring bills t<r- 
private committees, with orders to report to the Houfe their : 
proceedings, — On Friday the Houfe broke up a little after 
five, and on Saturday \% broke up a little after fours having, 
adjourned to ne*t Tuefday. 

Tue/dffy t Dec. JO. 

The Houfe met, according to adjournment from laft Sattur-; 
day, and the members being called oyer, the defaulters names: 
Wejre taken down. Some reports were received fropn private: 
committees, to whom heads of bills had been referred, and 
then the Houfe adjourned about five o'clock.- 
Proceedings on Wednefday * Dec. ij. 

When the Speaker had taken the chair,, the order of. 
Thurfday, Dec. 5, was read, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf' 
ipto a cotfinaRtee of the whole Houfe, to take into confider- 
ation a motion for a refolntion concerning the new board of 
accounts; and the Speaker haying left the chair, there was 
a great difpute whoflrould be chairman of the committee. 
The courtiers were very ftrenuous to have Sir Lucius O'Brien-, 
ip the chair, hoping by that means to deprive the patriotic 
party, not only of 3 vote, but of one of its moft forcible 
Speakers and beft fupports. The artifice was feen through* 
and retaliated by an endeavour {0 place Mr. Malone there ; 
the contention was great for fome time, but at laft it was. 
quieted on both fides, by voting Mr. Connolly to be chair- 
man. . 

.The committee now opened, and the expediency of creating 
3. new bpard of jQommiifioners, for fettjing the natiopal ac* 

. " ■ counts 
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counts, was thoroughly canvaffed, and bolted even to the 
bran. Sir George Macartney, Mr. Malone, Mr. Prime 
Serjeant, Mr. Attorney Genera], Mr. Solicitor General, 
Mr. Fortefciie, Mr. O'tfara, and Mr. Fofter, were the 
principal fpeakers in behalf of the expediency, and even the . 
abfolute neceffity of fuch a meafure. The arguments they 
cMefly ufed were in fubftance as follows : 

" There -can be nothing more neceflary for * the intereft 
of any nation, than that the monies granted by parliament 
ihould be faithfully applied to the ufes for which they are 
appropriated, and neither embezzled, nor profafejy and care- 
lefsly Squandered away, nor applied to any other purpofe : 
This being granted, as it is a pofition none can deny, how 
can "any nation know whether the public money is well or 
ill diipofed of,' if the accounts thereof are not clearly and 
honeftly ftated > It is true; the public accounts are regularly 
brought into the Hotrfe, and laid before a committee of ac- 
counts, and are feemingly juft, that is to fay, the grofs Aims 
of each feveral account are ftated, and the aggregate of the 
' whole properly fummed up ; but how are we to know the 
juft difburfements of the feveral fums, which make up the 
grofs fums in fuch accounts ? They muft be taken upon 
truft, and the. good opinion we entertain of the perfons who, 

S;ive them in, for fundry of them, and very large fums too* 
o not come under the infpe&ion of the prefent Commiffioners 
of Accounts, nor the Auditor Genera^ and indeed many 
capital articles have never been examined into, nor audited 
for 68 years. The laff exaft examination being in the year 
J703. 

" This being the cafe, it is certainly an abufe to which 
fome remedy (hould be applied, and that remedy, cannot be 
found in the prefent ftate of the accounts.The prefent com- 
miflicners of accounts, are the Lord Chancellor, {he Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and the three Barons of the Exche- 
quer. Thefe five indeed overlook and examine the accounts 
of the Vice Treafurer, but are not author ifed by their com- 
miffions to take notice of any other; nor if they- were fo 
authorifed, couid they find time to do it, theneceflary duties , 
of their refpe&ive ofiices taking up fo much of their time, . 
that they muft either neglect the public accounts, or the 
public juftice of the courts wherein they prefide. Thus the 
barrack accounts, the forrage accounts, the accounts for 
removal of foldiers, embarkations, ftabling and lodging, and 
a number of other articles remain unfettled, and we have 
only general heads and grofe fum^-to depend upon. The 
* • ~ public 
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public may Be defrauded with, impunity* as tbofe whoeJcpend 
the money, for- thofe articles ace Aibje£tto aa difquHItion* I 
no controul* This is pot meant as an insinuation that any k 
public officer ha* been guilty of any fraud or peculation, but k 
fiace it is poflible fuch an ev.il may happen, it if ncceflary k 
and expedient to provide; agjunft it ; and . this can be done $ 
only by a new board of Commiffionersj whp having b® c 
other duty to perform, may apply tberpfclves to this. - ; 

" This mefdure therefore is very 4iffefent from that <rf the i 
new Commiflioners of Cuftoois and Excife. It was urged* i 
that the buftnefc of the revenue had beep dpne by a few* t 
therefore there was no occafion for an increase of their nwn* i 
her — but here no map can fay that the bufinefs has beetf I 
done; on the contrary, it has been oegje&ed for above three-* h 
fcore years. Therefore, *Me gentlemen who voted againft a 
the new. revenue board, may ?o;e for (his new board of ac« i 
counts, without incurring th$ charge of inconfifiency* : 

" It muft be confeflsd, that fame z&htiQTitf e*pence will 
accrue from this meafure, but it is a Qece&ry ejtoenge, that f 
may be the faviog of thou fan ds tp the nptjon > and no man i 
in private life wilfrefufeafalary tp a ft e ward, who, by over** i ji 
looking J>is workmen, and examining his tradefmen's bills, : 
^an prevent any overcharge for work not alone, #r goods not | 
delivered." i 

Thefe arguments feemed very plajufible, till the fpeciouf-* I 
nefs of them was expofed by 4* friends of their country. \ 
Mr. Flood, Mr. Huffcy, §ir Lncius O'Britt* Sir William I 
Mayae, Sir Edward Newenbam, Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. Cra# \ 
rter, &c. f£oke to the following 'eflfeft : .! 

«' At a -titae when this nation isopprefled With & heavy i 
debt, burtjiened with taxes, lofing its trade, deer#afing ift i 
its revenue, and fwarming with beggars, and multitudes of 
wretches, who are not able to procure the common neceflkr 
ries of life; to add to its burthen by a >needj$ft espence, 
which this kingdom is unable (p bear, pafl be deemed no* ^ 
thing but a wanton ftretch of power, and a copying after tfc^ 
Egyptian talk^mafters, in forcing us tp make brick wijhout 
firaw. The nation hath hitherjto felt no inconvenience 
from the prefent mode of ftating the public accounts. And 
if it has been fo evil as the right honourable Gentiemea 
would make us believe — where has been the honefyr or the 
gqpd policy of the Lords Lieutenant for fij«y-eight years to 
permit fuch a growing evil— but we may acquip thera ; no 
evil appears to have accrued ; and it wouid be the height of 
fuWy to be at the charge of nine tfcwfajid pounds a year. 



< * t 

£* *A****i*l* *W * m of'itts ,4totftotfi**riy feve* 

hundwd a*d «wn*j* jK**d* ^<SondemfnJ*yy that th* 
Jnew cottynifiqnwr^ ara to 90 #rp*gh *H tbo*fceft full of 
youcber*, and *tfcer<psptft* ftf jhfyimght yetrs pd/l.— But 
pray to wh*t,ood£ luppofit MptJcaud is found out, ,whc 
can be ptf&iitedier in* £4#*e .open graves to find offen- 
der ? Can we pftnift the ttea^j? But they may fay, .perhaps* 
that weougfet to guard againft jfutiftrity? but cannot that bt 
done without iu£h an enoroaofca e*pente f The committee 
'of accruals of tbil Hcmfe are the proper 4 auditors of all pub- 
lic accmutta r a few fittings e&tfaordiriBry will do the bufmefr. 
JJnjt by their new mode* here are foOr commifltoners at fiv* 
hundred a year cjkJi, wife jptn. to. be .fare they jn&ft be* 
and another commii&oner, who mult be a wifer man thati 
the xdk 9 ia. 10 i*av,e~ right huadced pouada^a year, -that make* 
two thouiand tight hundred pounds per annum, Theii 
there raqft I* */tcfefc*y, opd <F n«Wte^ of ctfrks, houfe* 
for the €ommiffioners* and an office to do bufinefsj fo that 
altogether will not cofrlefs than at the rate of nine thoirfand 
b year, fo do what a touple of* honeft eleVks mi^totdo, * 9ut 
it is plains it is Only a defiga 4o fAcreafe -dteptfttthtt* oil 
government, *ftd (ecttre-a majority. T<* £rt*r1tte»* for* thoi* 
who Vtefe diftppbinted by Our SCfoTfrtion,* a£afo*ft * ffevfr 
Board of CtaAont** and another oPt*cife. It v^ere to bt 
Wi(hed y thit ^e had the fame fa# fterfe *s fht^haVe itt Bri* 
tam, WtikH nfl&dfcrs certafi* comh*f«iohe*rs incapafcle to fit if* 
the Hottife If thi»' question fliouW be divided IrVfrfvour of 
this neV board > it Is to b* hop6d,no«membefs of this Hotrfe 
art ntfftfretoO'tbe ^ommlflSfotij b\it if there areV ft-woufld bo 
bat'decel^ri them to leafe the Hbufe* while the q*e!Hon ia 
debated /for ari- tfcey -are intefefted; they ou^ht hot to be 
judges iA a catffe, Wherein thejr are partfes-'themftJres:^ •» 
• It is to be remfefrketH that. On reading the KingY4^ters, it 
ttppeanfcd, -atflvoi^h"' *\i£ tjomroifjtanersr nMied ttiAfeftr' we*$ 
* members of- 1 *te Hewfey vw. Charles* OHara, Eftj; fir* 
comrnimonef, <3ferVatfc Pefkter fiuftle, Efqj' Major James 
St. John Jeffefysi iEfi^ Chafles Tottenham, fefq; and 
< — *. TijA,- Ef<£ eand that in the firft debate r Sir William 
Mayne oflfercdj #rth a- true patriotic fptrit, to execute the 
offiOe of one 1 ; of the comrafffidners hrmfclf without any fee 
or rewifcr,- an example too good to be followed by thofe 
Vertal fdufte *ho *HF enjoy the places. . 

The debate lafted till neartbfee o'clock in the morning, 
When the qucftion btrtfig put, the Houfe divided, and the 
numbdrs l #ete«agair*ftthe Refohrtion one hundred and twenty- 
£ol. Reg, Vol. X, J, four- 
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Hie Qti&tu&imbtMfmMPi»*lH)*M*r o*»nlr five, 
^t^om^^l^s W fc«»M»»*aife»f ibe natron to b* 
fetfH^ftWcB&ri, «<llM«*ft*0W«Yi*1tt**Cta(* tomtit* 
fince th#-Wrttfc<f»<H*>«Mt Mt M^«lJ|ftMt«l, lad not Mr. 
MtyftHryy m\'¥*«*b}-*94*} ttd *»etai others, been 
JMfatf *f ttJitbtt ^'fltkne*, Isd {&mfMlor FitsgiMon* 
■ting iriMtt H13*ilh«*Ubttfc t fe(lr>)* **} -fpoken ag»inft ,th» 
ttfetiiur»*«f »e*»»«# hooi^btf Vie ofcHga) to Mtfre. - 
''- Such #a» the e«*M'*f -*bi^ grand debate, *Mcti hftef 
J«W> «wdve bowsi rttfegalkrie? were er»ift|c*i»of« (ban 
)ms t^*Uerv^ifti4Wftoto6eJ$6ftv b»4 ©f-whom,J*dic* 
af<K*iias gcnttaftn,- vste* iW^ne HoufcaJjpuwieA, 
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pbkGHufoma* ^GRAFTON. 



E*7if4? »» tbfemfoa, my lt^ ifc^ j^i*alinoft-,«mr 
. >y» Ht.t»t, Vim<in i tl m jd wt* 4m&ton P(,pw*i* 
fctowaj f^wpy «»rit»i> nV jMfcwtf »m 64m*{SjtJ»0et Low* 
*•?, wWJjM»o4 bad yam unit* mk*» cniii wtf piiwan of 
^*: ****«♦ **4 MiMlfk i» ««4«%*{*, a* K4* **o« 

pun wttwte^ Ji w jRiii itnjHi . feft»W Mpy JKtwifatld» 
4e»«fcd and antenMTjTfach m***l}oi7 \.k*m t o*t 
u-.bvc j»tt wiE 1«* lw a in wjfcnni i -^ ^ •adah^ig, <tnfcfa 





FrtiiM ih ^SmK i%jl/!irif i|jii|^H^ i^vi xx> ^9^2 tfeif 

_ iHfcfetfiflWMri^ Jnn4^«b« 

Vt%^%» in tomb* qUfsflf mankind, iiown I **{*&*& 

: tamest t^e Pulw^rf Gtffc*. .„ Mcir, who Htw^** t^glM|* 

>jikx,; nor .any /epfe^C^oo^ Jem at h?wV4>te^wAr 

Vou, my Lftf4 v *r$ not yq^^iKed ta fo 4^1oraW*v% ft^©< 

... . v 5- ; - an & 



ypu: do not infult th***n y whom y** have betrayeC 

Th* dif i^^ftitfc ^rc^iUntiontfocais oof to have >*§«* 
it* prtgreft. I^Ui^ Wsfc'T incailf juotthaicnt vpo* 
4fc tftu«»r» Ttwc,jtf^n<wp(#W)Uy of ,dfeapi*git, mn io the 
highcft ra^k, ta wfciab th§ coqft nt, of tejefgr «u* t*aTt ;b» 
«*&«*& **d worft of qwa< The farced* unnatural union of 
Luttrett aeildiiddlefffm. was^mi., open of aoothtr imwtural 
Viikntt.by Which ia4lfcaW>l« infamy i«,attiu:hcdte the Houfc 
of Brmvfwi^fef^ M.PWof iho^JD ^f^s yimouf and hopoiir- 
able, the bur of princ«s, I thaolc God, if happily rewarded 
for u,by thejrthec,_ Your (^a^a^boi fmtLhtf fan* 
tharc in recommending Colonel Luttrell to the King;— or 
was it only ft*«n^^<^^ anfwciv 

able for the good behaviour eft his friend f An intimate con- 
•extafhas fori* fthfiftW JfetfeelT Wm*lM*he twtfcy 'LofT 

ttBtttefeUte codfent mjU p ii i ji ^Jhf^fcMM •*•** 
tafcifeW^— • *' ,Y? ' '** - "'' ***" •**«*• ***& w^^lM*! iJM* 

pg^f teioii rt^ te^^i^ ^»a>iip &$ ufc of m# 
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fatftfliiri»r»iaii^ 



ti* «iqpf4»^»ft «Mfeft<Mrifi 4» the tMNM^r* fthaf 
/ fc ;tWp **oagfc to give a decifive ford to the 
Air foiraty, ' Tffc immediate confequepce of thi* 
robbery %as that he loft the ticgion, which yot| 
j*fc* to bfayaird wkh foch %ial arcumftanees of 
rtkjt&mtd** and-Mftfe (to fay nothing of *he general 
~ **{ tllj««M «8f (accepting the King's brother- 
blend Lum*», *nd old &*#» hu fetber*tn-law) 
}MnHy over f eU »poft a gentleman in chit <3>«p*ry.~-4n the 
9»»H*»4^*M9*7 H«|*'*r <* Which ho thought he 




hid f^B 7 j^Rftiohj%ttti • s aB8r d *i opM, Wfifch w<x«c 

hive pafd'ttft virtue of fftcliai} ffrqircftiorj twfenty titxies over, 
^tt&6mtiry$\i\ify;joii fc^'Sitfiiecefiiy ft? its fuccefc. 
W^td^jtmi^^tV*^^ circumfofl»ronVand not' 
drive fb mSSfflfa i'jfbur 1 'bfci&S. To fneiteb kiSrtict, beyoud 
dR? Wch ¥ ofcotrJrriori CreaSfhtfy^* is an exception not a rule. 
*And nov^j rny eoodLottl, £oe$ not your confcio\j$ heart inform 
jrou,that thejufttceof r^rfb\irtbrT utgm to operate; ancF that ' 
Jtrriay fobn approach \6\iypett<m?~Dowuxftfa)cth2ftTnniuv 
r#d renounced the Middlefe* election ?— Or that the King'* 
timber ihallbe refuted to i7 tr)eVbyil navy vvith iihpunity ?^W 
tftatyou (hat) hear no mbreifahelaleoT thatpatent to Mr. tEke 9 
which you endeavoured tq (Jcreert .byfuddenlV dropping ybuV 
gfofecutrprf again ft Samtyl Vaughttn, wheri* tne rule ajgainft 
hini was njaire aiifolute ?^-4 belle'vc indeed there tiever was: 
iuch an Inftance in all thehiftory of negative impudence.— 
x But it fliall not faveyou.— The very funfhiae-youlive'ln U 

Jprdude to' yoiir diflolutityu When your art ripe, you fhall 
e pluclced. ,.. r ..;*.. «i 

" r . ■•'■'• ?■■•••• • ••* * JtWHfS.* 

~ ! P.$/'l be| jtou Will YortVey to otfr gricibiii m^fter'fevhtira,* 
ble c6ngratulations ugonth t C glorious /iiccefc of j>e£rag£s an<f 
aenfioAs,' fo laviffiy'dfttgSuted a^^the rewartlmlrifc virtue* 

*^,^ \ ,:i : '. '•' '' * 

t— ^-r^— rr— -7— — — -— — • 

TH^RE'-are times' Miert the mind h'fo iifcapaWe o| 
Judging 'Vigfcfly, and when aW its faculties *re fo "4n- 
fireWdeprav^^by prejudice and paffion, that the qaolities, 
^tffiraf'w Ainrfty tfonftitute its : bett cohtenttfcentj' ceafe tq 
ftfelft 1 / Shd*" truth, wiflfcnvfcntl 'virtue, courting' as turfed 
everf'trjjr/&rafcfet of beauty ai&*atrFa£ion, r ate beheld wftl| 
ihairfeme, 4, o^re«£«a tfrthMeffatmit. • - r « ■'*< * *- • ) 
r Political a*rid reRgrbitt'fce&l h*vc ever beferl trfegrahd eaufei 
cif thfe ft/bverfion of the tintferftahdfng, arfd the Hrftory of 
every Nation Furriiftfes * 'variety of pfodfVof the dfftnal 
pflfects effit.. -But thffc hiWneteis crolyfor a feaftm. Afr*fe6 
pdffibfisT\ibiidt, : flTe rnlrtd'^radirilly 'recovers from its'^u- 
lidns/arid 'be^mis itftlf 'again: * So it ftafl %te ^rith ^t ift 
£?«r days oF : diftra&idn ; and already we fec», Withxomfort^ 
the diwriiiF teafon ariflng upon Us. What fnrfthtef hak 
'the ftatc ( Rifeted ? ; what 1 ckmgerS threaten tot -who 4ire**wioft 
» r ' interefted 



iNiutfUrri lit. i»pfafcrv»iio» ? 'Thefe are qtwOiom, wttc*^ 
jfeehe- iwoirtfe ol pawrtotife, mark die return of judgment, 

v 0n4* fc«ir fecovwy so* be war at hand ; for the Uluti^n of 
them- *ir*tt jtifacy* 0t*r tntftakxit irefentmeiits, dtfpel our-vawi 
fea*s, kad-srt «o. -confute in tbetgovernraem, which- is ouf 
pttrte&iony and ^iri{ku£t us to be jedatu only of -theft wfetf 
labour to difturb it* ' . J * 

e Wine year* we- elapfed fincc Wilkes became a. patriot, by 
ki£uiting &be laqvs, .and libelling half the kingdom; a pe-r* 
fifed ta£ whfch we have been biefied with a variety of admi~ 
fiiftrauonsp. and have feen by t*rr«s the rhamptens^f' Liberty* 
^cbooje^oodi©rVerM:« of *he Crown, and difcardfd*. tnimfteis 
the defe*klm of the people's rigbts * . yet every adminHlra- 
tkxi, I thinky hog* left the conftkuci^i much in the fame; 
fiats, in Avtwch the care of k was committed to them, add 
the prtfepty when at lafi: /A**> power ifaall dilbive, wfcM "pro- 
bably refign it in the fame manner. .- • - " ; 
• The ftiiddiefert ile&ion (I beg pardon forever gfohckig 
en a fabjed, of which the world has been fo long ti^ed) A^ar 
«4*cftion of much difficulty : to arrive at frify degree ojf 
certainty in it, required a deeper knowledge of the eoaftitu~ 
ptm and rights of parliament, fnd of the force of the eon- - 
tenduig rhtm* *>f jf»e*aber and ccwrftituefit than *J*n, in ge- 
nera], are pofleffed of. Thofe, however, who were moff 
capable of forming an opinion upon it, the Few, who, when 

. flie ftorrn was up, and the whirlwind gathered about them, 
could deliberate at e>fe, in the retirement of the ftudy, and 
judge .wkfacatidttsr on tile whole of the argument, thofe, I 
fay, have, generally taken the Tide of parliament, andhavq 
gtine afeeg With the majority -in» the three great ftages of the 
jpteftioir, the £?flp^ion,.the*Iiieapacity, and the:Exclufioa 
vf *fa*> ^hoiee-of:the 'Freeholders* Yet it is icwfcfledJy a 
IBBt*oaiof'iHuch*i(jecyv and niea the. beftintomioned might 
#fgbr «|»dfcdfe? \i contend only*' that each party wight be 
£nse«eHftfi. atar.'ttpimons, and that the majority cfcecWcd at 
lcaft wtob as aftekM^awialitf &» their opponents. In fuch 

* nfton e M pff£«WafeEiBe» ia titote theorem trf honeft dotermina- 
frdfi, and wciwwgpdhfc^theif'WWh corruption, ufurpation of » 
gfrivi&gt, andr^lumary breach of the conization, -is an 
Sajaftioe, wfcicb^tooweverthe irageetf party may be urged in 
•ceufirwf rt^-'is fcarte te be forgiven* {But the naife on this 
f^sdita^Wta+ioyd to be diftin& y and has Served only tov&ew 
4Wtiur 4owh timet* what the Biftory of all others abundantly 
4t*fto*i that ir is rtiuch- «afrf* for a people to rail than tQ 
scfieft* and to freehand wk themfehros, then to. underfed , 
-. 4 the 



t^ caufe of tJufir difquiot. » Bcarever juft ^d«4itiiiy iW{ 
the principle, tbat ihofeonly be load in clamour who uat$ 
ftrong in argument ?i* is feWwnaDct with io the wocW ; and 
W iiu^ftiojis which; ma& cftncefe< ifc; is kaft to be efcpe&ed. 
Wt muft cx«rDle.<mjfek«i in^thefe Aafcs vith ^fleftuig, tha£ 
the noife is not mifchieroimat -is JUcethethMifdefrwhid^ 
rattles in the, clouds, and ends in nothing. 

The commitment of the two fim pie tons to the Tower was 
ananeviubleaflWtion of the Wft gfrahliflifvd jpr ivilcgp^of ~pa*-r 
liament, and the only injury wj^ich the ftate could havq buf- 
fered in their cafe, J would ^avHieWtlieit impunity. lv '* , 
. Triple, are the great offfencfrs ^hfcjfcjhe ^claimers on the 
fide of faction have chiefly defcanted upon j '«andt< now*that 
their. (Roife. is heard jpo more r and we can ^fk^oiJfnelves- 
Yi.h*%, has happened r f wc^jidy in. one mfaStap^4 aiffifua 
I^iptin goyjcrnm^rfaWy^tertninQd^ ia thegatttfcrvim cjfcaX 
fight afflerted mtHs\KcoiwQg ffoiik . \ «i,u n tat. "?L « '.«>*$ 
:, In (bor t, , alter. i)l our jl^rnv^ihe ^mftrti^ioq 4s ds A>uw$ 
as Ufore* and isl 1^ Ite 

quiet. Th^ pr^ea* iet of ^ninifto^. I a» v ifuref,xan havtP 
^o.tem^tion taiiivadcit; ^They jyijbyi *Jhat tfi^niwife* 
licked jnoft taflfte£fev and are rrj^ning Ja tk^fufiifllttoilfllhi^ 
king's favowr, ptfo&p^dUhe goofcthiogs of ^theiatK^oarrf^ - 
Wwcf4*wkh the j*roj|*f& qf dcfnfr fWfcmQo..- WHi#befe> 
tnern, by attempttng*r«ugbt * againft ^vtW cfonftii^tibifv iitt(^> 
thetgweanmeitt* wWch. gives them t^cir heart* d^fre j.^n* 
ittM^u^xftarufoa.;^^ uproar at the q*f>ence of Jtheir iftcu^ 
Uiyy at the jHk f>f their, profperhy and honour^ add rati .th£* 
p*ri£ pfrtheir head«nfc it isf^ollFtd fuppale it f '- .*■ >; > *- ; V' ,! >, 

The Jame ar^mint^Lpplwd.tath^ k*ng -opecatdsy^f, poft; 
Jtble^witb ftill greateribrxe; and it caimoxbeconceiveib^jr 
thcJbwfcajjmintain hi* happinefs, and that of^hit-^pj^jjt!!^ 
be JiVepar^hie^:that whiie be regard* one, he will inttudeoit* 
arid viojate, the other. As his intereft obliget hir^ Aw tp ga 
hand in hand with the public pfo(perity, there ia nothing i<$* 
the condition of the times which can feducc bkn kom it/ s 

; Thc. caufes which have formerly fet variance hotwtw 

Einccand people in this country, have ha^y ceaW. W«* 
ve a. king who reigns over a weak* a* unarmed np&tkft ^ 
and* over a people pofiefleft of freedom ; when, the timatftl* 
prerogative are clearly understood, and chearfully fubtnmi#$ 
to ^ when religion hat dropped her rage* and feoorfiedfoftl 
brow of terror; when (he neitW rul»l the mind with ^ 
gotted affections to old fyfteoi, nof entangles it. •n/tfcefpiWH. 
pkxiticaQf ncp, whether way« arje indeed jleaianx^ ******* 



t H } 

Slh Is peace. Fat the ftcuaty of the&leffing*, whfcti fei 
It from fo happy -a temper of religion* add civil govern*- 
meat*, we have a. kirig termed with a* well-adjuftedftrength, 
which , defies the rage of fafifcion, without eontrouling thfc 
fpirit of a free people. Able to- defend, be is only wrttoui 
power- to dciboy the conftitutkm which he loves. 

LIBRA. ' 



For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

To Lord N O R T H, 
Hy Lord, 
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IS Majcfty js peculiarly happy in th< choice of h$i 

miniftecs* Ever fince his accclfion, it ftcm* to have 

been a fettled maxim, to revolt the minds of his ' fubje£ta 
jPor iueh a potppfe it was generally thought, that he cotit4 
MtjDitCh upon a properer ptribn tb*n your friend, the Duke 
of jGrafton. Your viitoes were not yet Efficiently known. • 

ffofiAeefritt alienating the affe&ions of Englifcnwt from 
thep'ftvifeign, itemed to mark him out as the natural direct 
tor of wit prcfent tounfcilt. His majefty is a man of faga- 
city t and few farther than bis people- Confeioua of your 
fimrior merit, he hade your (tar afcend, end eclipfe that 
of your predeceflor. I give him joy* You have airfwered 
his expectation*. Ireland is in a flame V and he may now 
ityg himfelf in the thought, that every pert of nis dominion* 
groans under the iron /rod of oppra&oa. He h a pious 
prince, and would, «* doubt, wife to give bis fabjeets in, 
obpartunity of fhou/ing their piety and refignation to the 
4^aftti#as of Providence. Ireland now prefentt fuch a 
fc£nc>,and you may with an air of triumph turn to your 
£jfdl maA*+ and* pointing to this harnScd land txchikr % 
*£ AshoM, my liege, thefe are the workrof ray hand/ 1 , > * 

To thjnd* like yoot^ this tragedy will be a rich fcaft* I • 
t^kJbicejyoo, in imitation of Seneca's gods, enjoying the 
4tnfefTea?of Ireland, and vie wiAg with pleafure its 'grmme* 
Jl?M&h& witlritt* Jbrmt *f fat*J But let meafkyoui my 
l*^ Whether your pleafore is pure and unmixed I h not 
tjUifevecta little ^aflied >with the bitter? How do you re-. 
lifthtbe hffront put by the tilth parliament upon your $Aer~ 
ci^ifr*iM*e{.UpW.wbat fund will you now quarter 4 
Jeremiah's tniftie&i The Civil Lift can bear no new incum* » 
biartc, Itm already three quarters in arrears j and the dtf* ; 
c:s . - " v trefled 



( M 1 

irtffed beef~e*te?s fcjmn£ applied to y6u id *alh* *te d&l%«i 
la fell their wages at an unreafanaWe difcwnt. 
, But why .do I talk of dte-miifery of the hotrfliokJ to you* 
who are sot touched with that of the Kvng ? While his 
jpiniAer wallows in riches, • he ift fur rounded with poverty 4 
In vain are half-millions voted without aay accoroit by your 
cornplatfaat friends in the Lower Houfe. They are only 
nominal transfers, like thofe of the Eaft India dire&ors* 
when they would xaurry a q ue ftk m . , The- 4*hel*- Jhewer «f 
gold foon returns into the ocean* .put of which ,it Avas firft. 
exhaled, afcd kaVe* Ae*eg;i<m of r6y*l tj dry atod barren. 
But I fuppofe he fljesffis t# Wpy! the! example of Cyrus, a 
prince of pious memory, who thought his riches hetter 
lodged in th e hands of his friends than in his^reaTuries. The 
Argument is/pe'eiaus. • Ir-wocrld only adviftf 'him toeAqjiinS* 
whether the friends of Cyrus were, Norths,- G fafam*, ■ add 
{Sandwiches ? Certainly it is not upon record j «h*t they over 
Induced him to render the provinces of hii ejApir* dWade&eo** 
by the multiplication ofnfelefi pracepief.' ftf what argu- 
ments, my. ford, did you convince yo\irfo**r4»gn 5 oriiat twelve 
«omnvffioners were needflary for collecting fthofe* *eve«iesj 
•which did not afford fufficieAt employment ttffeVeW * Was 
it by that arithmetic which you intiiodiitdd into tA« 'dtcifloli 
of ih6 Mttidlefcx ele6Hon ? -T^W eveiit may fttfcty Ms»i**t 
jefty that na^^onaL characters change, and that tfte-cortftlfiiwi 
»f>Nka*40i*ee±harg£d upon Irdam), is now met* JN*fy pr6* 
4ie*ted of England. - : - : 

. You. .did hot eapeft that the Hfterrtiah patrfcrM *r6oW 
Aave had pet-reverence ,arcrd r^c*ratiowenO«*£h*t6 e*ptfftr th* 
tfa!kciou» eftrtnatHafki Wefcrcthe parliament.* iPhe facility 
vfhh which thfc BVittfli fenaoe has 1 ptfffdif itiorf ftflraeious 
>ccounti,< had, pot yoir off you* guard; Tfcte'fttVerie wilt 
certainly, render you more cavtious for tfcfe Argute, if, afftefr 
/itch mariifeft tfeie&iob, you< tan ftand jrotft grmi r)d. v Btrt 
why ihottrd-I fufpoS jtout downfal ? -W<e fcre taught by uni- 
form experience, diat notorious cor MJption% the bift recbm-. 
TOfndation *o thebtf? of ****#.. Had rtdt ydurforruhebeeh 
already made by the phindir of the wfttew and orphan 11* 
the Aileyv this act would h*ve made him pjtert With a liberal 
hand— the purfes of his fobjc&s. It is, wWhi they meditate 
. impeachments, &at be thinks of rewards 

Mtir TV s. 
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To Jbi Printer of the Political Regifter. 

SIR, 

A copy oF the family-compafi having lately fallen into mjf 
hands, I could not recolleft that it had ever appeared in 
Englifh, and therefore as not unintereiliag to ppliticians in 
general, and of an alarming nature to many European 
powers, I took the trouble totranflate it,' which I fend for 
infertion* together with a copy of the original : Your Re- 
gister, I believe, is calculated for keeping fuch pieces on re- 
' cord. 

In the nam of the mojl holy and undivided Trinity, the Father, 
Son y and Holy Ghoft. Amen. 

THE ties of blood, which unite the two monarchs that 
reign in France and Spain, and the private fentiments 
they are animated with for each. other, and of which thev 
have given fo many proofs, have engaged his ixioft Chriftian 
majefty, and his Catholic majefty, to determine and conclude 

between 

Au nom de ]a TreVSainte & Indivifible Trinite, Pere, Fils ct Saint- 
EfpritAinfi-ibit-il. 
I>s liens du fang, qui uniflent les deux Monarques qui regnent en Franc e * 
Sc en Eipagne, & les ientimens particuliers dont ils font animes Tun pou r 
l'autre, & dont ils ont doane tant de preuves, gut engag£ S. M. Tres- 
Pol. Reg, Vol.X K Chre*tienne 
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between them, a treaty of friendftiip and union, under the 
denomination of the Family- Compadt ;. the principal object 
whereof, is to render permanent and indivifible, as well for 
their faid Majefties, as for their defcendants and fucceflbrs, 
the obligations which are a natural confequence of confangui- 
nity and friendfhip. The intention of his moft Chriftian ma^ 
jelly and of his Catholic majefty, in con trading the engage- 
ments they have talcen upon them by' this treaty, is to perpe- 
tuate in their pofterity, the fentiments of Lewis XIV. of glo- 
rious memory, their common and auguft great grandfather* 
and to make for ever to fubfift a folemn monument of the 
reciprocal intereft that ought to be the bafis of the * defires of 
their hearts, and of the profperity of their royal fami- 
lies. 

In this view, afid for attaining fo good and falutary a pur- 
pofe, his moft Chriftian and his Catholic majefty, have given 
their full powers* to wit, his moft Chriftian majefty to the 
Due de Choifeul,Peer of France, Knight of his orders, and 
Lieutenant-General of his armies, Governor of Tojrratne, 
Grand-Mafter, and Superintendant-Gerieral of the Couriers, 
Pofts and Relays of France, Minifter and Secretary of State, 
having the department of foreign affairs and of war : and his 
Catholic majefty to the Marquis of Grimaldi, Gentleman of 
his Chamber, with exercife, and his Ambaffador Extraordinary 
to the moft Chriftian king; who b$ing informed ofthediw 
pofitions of their refpe&ive fovereigns, and after communis 
eating to each other their full powers, have agreed on the 
following articles. ARTICLE 

Chrctienne & S, M. Catholique cTarreter & de conclure cntre ellcs tin 
traite d'amitie & d'union, fo\is la denomination de Pafte de Farmlle, & 
dont Tobjet principal eft de rendre perraanens & indivifibles, tant pour \ 
leurs dites majeftes que pour leurs defcendans & fuccefTcurs, les devoirs qui 
font unefuite nature! lc de la parente & deTamitie. L'intention de S.M. 
ti "cs- Chrctienne & de S. M. Catholique en contra&ant les engagement 
qif elles prennent par ce traite, eft de perpetuer dans leur pofterite les fen- 
timens de Louis XIV. de glorieufe memoire, leur commun & augufte bis- 
ayeul, & de faire fubfiftcr a jamais un monument folemnel de Tihterct r£ci- 
proque qui doit etre la bafe des defirs de leurs coeurs & de la profperite dc 
leurs families royales. 

Dans cette vue & pour parvenir a un but fi convenable & fi falutaire, 
v L. L. M. M. Tres-Chr. & Cath. ont donne leurs pleins-pouvcirs ; fc,a- 
voir, S.M. Tres-Chr. auDuc de Choifeul, Pairde France, Chevalier de 
fes Ordres & Lieutenant-General des Armees de S. M. Gouverneur de 
Touraine, Grand-Maitre & Sur-Intendant-Generaldes Couriers, Poftes & 
Relais de France, Miniitre & Secretaire d'Etat, ay ant le departement des 
affaires etrangcres & de la guerre : & S. M. Catholique, au Marquis dc 
Grimaldi, Gentilhomme de i'a Chambre, avec exercice, & fbn Ambafla- 
deur-Extraordinaire aupres du Roi Tres-Chretien : lefquels 6tant infor- 
mes des difpofitions de leurs Souverains refpeclifs, & apres s'etre coiamuiv- 
ejus leurs plejns^pouvoirs, font cojxvenus des articles fuivaas. 
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ARTICLE L 

The moft Chriftian king, and the Catholic king, declare, 
that in virtue of their intimate ties of confanguinity and 
friendffaip, and on account of the union they contract by the 
prefent treaty, they will for the future confider as their enemy, 
any power that (hall become the enemy of one or other of 
the two crowns. 

II. The two contracting kings guarantee reciprocally, in the 
moft abfolute and authentic manner, all the ftates, lands, 
jflands and places, they poffefs in any part of the world, with- 
out referve or exception ; and the poffeffions, the obje& of 
their guarantee, are to be conftituted, purfuant to the a&ual 
ftate wherein they are, as foon as either crown fliall be at peace 
with all other powers. 

III. His moft Chriftian majefty and his Catholic majefty, grant 
the fame abfolute and authentic guarantee to the King of the 
Two Sicilies, and to the Infant Don Philip, Duke of Parma, 
for all the ftates, countries and places they poifefs ; providing 
that his Sicilian majefty, arid the faid Infant Duke of Parma, 
fliall likewife guarantee on their part, all the ftates and domi- 
nions of his moft Chriftian majefty, and of his Catholic ma- 
jefty. . . ■ . , 

IV. Tho* the inviolable and mutual guarantee, whereby his 
moft Chriftian majefty and his Catholic majefty bind thern- 
felves, ought to be maintained and fupported by their whole 

E 2 power 

ARTICLE PREMIER. 

Le Roi Tres-Chretien & le Roi Catholique declarent qu'en vertu dc Ieurt 
intimes liaifons de parente & d'amitie, & pour l'union qu'ils contra&ent 
par le ptfefent traite, ils regarderont a Tavenir comrae leurennemie toute 
puiflance qui le deviendra de Tune ou de Tautre des deux couronnes. 

II. Les deux rois contra&ans fe garantiffent reciproquement de la ma- 
niere la plus abfolue & la plus autentique tous les etats, terres, ifles & pla- 
ces qu' ils poffedent dans quelqwe partie du monde que cc foit, fans aucune 
referve ou exception ; & les pofleflions, objet de leur jrarantie, feront con- 
ftituees, fuivant Tetat a&uel ou elles feront au premier moment ou Tune 
& Tautre couronne fe trouveront en paix avec toutes les autres Duiflances. 

III. S.M. Tres-Chretienne& S. M. Cath. accordent la meme garantie 
abfolue & autentique au Roi des Deux-Siciles & a Tlnfant Don Philippe 
DucdeParme, pour tous les etats, pays et places qifi Is pofledentj bjen 
entendu que S. M. Sicilienne & ledit Infant Due de Parme garantiront 
auflideleur part tous les etats, domaines de S. Mr Tres-chrctienne & de 
S. M. catholique. ' 

IV. Quoique la garantie inviolable & mutuelle alaquelle L. L. M. M. 
Tres-chre't. & catholique s'engagent, doiveetre foutenuede toute leur pu- 1 
jffance, & que leurs majeftes renterujent ainfi d'apres le jmncipe* <jui eft 
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power, their majeftie* fo underftancling it, according to the 
principle, the. foundation of this treaty, ( that whoever at? 
tacks one crown, attacks the other ;' yet the two contracting 
parties have judged it advifable to afcertain the firft fuccours, 
which the required. power {hall be obliged to furnifh the re* 
quiring power with. 

V; It is ftipulated and agreed between the two kings, that the 
crown required to furnifh the fuccours, {hall have in one or 
feveral of its ports, three months after the requifition, twelve 
armed {hips of the line, and fix frigates, at the entire difpofal 
pf the requiring court. 

VI. The. required power {hall have in the fame fpace of 
thqee months, at the difyofal of the requiring power, eighteen 
thoufend foot and fix thoufand horfe, if France be the re- 
quired power; and Spain, in cafe of being the required 
power, ten thoufand fopt and two thoufand horfe. In this 
difference of number, a confideration has taken place in re- 

fard to the greater number of troops in the a&ual pay of 
ranee, than thofe maintained by Spain ; but if it fhoukt 
happen hereafter, that there was an equal number of troops 
on foot on both fides, the obligation would then be equally 
v binding to furfiifh'feciprocally the fame number. There- 
quired power engages to afiemble it& quota, and keep it iiy 
readincfefof its deftination, yet without immediately fending 
it forth from its ftates, but ftatioriing it in that part of its ftates 
as {hall be dire&ed by the requiring party, that it may lie 

there 

le fondement de ce trait e : Qui attaque une couronne, attaque Tautre } 
cependant les deux parties contraftantes oht juge a propos de nxer les pre- 
miers fecours, que la puiflance requife (era tenue de fournir a lapuiflanc e 
jrequeYante. / 

V. II ell convenu entre les deux Rois, que la couronne, qui fera requife 
de fournir le fecours, aura dans un ou pluileurs de fes ports trois mois a- 
pres la requifition, douze vaifleaux de ligne & fix fregates armees a la 
difpofition entiere de la cour requerante. 

VI. La puiflance requife tiendra dans le meme efpace de trois mois a la 
difpofition de la puiflance requerante i 8 mille hommes d'infanterie & 6 
mille hommes de cavalerie, fi la France eft la puiflance requife ; & TEfpagne 
dans lecasouelle feroit la puiflance requife 10 mille hommes d'infanterie 
& deux mille de cavalerie. Dans cette difference de nombre on a eu egard 
a celle qui fe trouve entre les troupes que la France a aeluellement fur pied, 
$c celles qui font entretehues par TEfpagne. Mais s'il arrivoit dans la 
iuite, que le nombre de troupes fur pied fut e*gal depart & d'autre, robli- 
gation feroit des-lors pareillement egale de fournir reciproquement le me-' 
me nombre. La puiflance requife s'engage a affembler celui qu'elle devra 
fournir & a le mettre a portee de fa deftination, fans cependant le faire 
d'abord fortir de fes etats> mais de le placer dans la partie des etats qui fen** 
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there more convenient for the enterprise, or the objefl for 
which the faid troops (hall be demanded ; and as this Ration- 
ing and deftination muft be preceded by fome embarkation, 
navigation, or marching of troops by land, the whole is to be 
at the expence of the required power, to which the faid fuc- 
cours fhall belong as a property. 

VII. As to what alfo regard's the difference of the faid num- 
ber of troops to be-furtHQied, his Catholic majefty excepts the 
cafe wherein they might be neceffary for defending the domi- 
nions of the king of the Two Sicilies, liis fon,or thofe of the 
Infant duke of Parma, his brother 5 fo that acknowledging 
the obligation by preference, though voluntary, which the ties 
of blood fhould then lay him under, the Catholic king pro- 
mifesjn thefe two cafes, tofurniOithe fuccours of eighteen' 
theufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, and even all his forces, 
without requiring any thing from hismoft Chriftian majefty, 
but the number of troops above ftipulated, and the endeavours 
his tender friend {hip for the princes of his blood might in fpire J 
him to do in their favour. 

VIII. His mod Chriftian majefty excepts likewife on his 
iide, the wars wherein he might enter or take part, in confe- 
quence of the engagements he has contra&ed by the treaties 4 
©f Weftphalia, and other alliances with the powers of Ger- 
many and the North; and confidering that the faid wars can- 
Hot concern in any thing thfe crown of Spain v his mod 
Chriftian majefty promifes to require no fuccours from the 
Catholic king, unlefs fome maritime powers fhould take part 
in the faid wars, or the events fhould prove fo contrary to, 
prance, as to be attacked in her own country by land ; and 

in 

indiqueeparla partie requerante, afin qu'il y foit plus a portee de Tcnti'c-' 
prife, ou objet pour leqtiel elle demandera les dites troupes ; & comme cet 
emplacement devra etre precede de quelqve embarquement, navigation ou 
marche des troupes par terre, le ttnit s'exe'eutera aux fraix de la puiflance 
requife, a qui ledit fecours appartiendra en propriete. 

VII. Quant a ce qui regarde la difference dudit nombre des troupes a fournir * 
S. M. cath. excepte le cas ou elles feroient necdTaires pour detendre les do- 
maines du Roi des Deux-Siciles, fon fils,ou ceux de Tlnfant Due de Panne,' 
fon frere ; de forte que reconnoiflant Tobligation de preference, quoiquc 
volontaire, que les liens du fang & de la proche parente lui impoferoient 
alors, le Roi cath..promet dans, ces deux tas-de .fournir 1c fecours de 18 
mille hommes d'infunterie & de 6 mille de cayalerie, & meme toutes fes- 
forces fans rien exiger de S. M. Tres-chretienne que le nombre de troupes, 
ci-deffus ftipule, & les efforts que fa tendre amitie' pour les princes de fon 
fang pourra lui infpirer de faire en lew faveur. 

VIII. S. M, Tres*chretienne -excepte auflr de fon cote les guerres, dans, 

lefqijelles elle pourroit.entrcr ou prendre part en confequence des engage-' 

niefis quelle a contra&es paf les trails de Wcftphaiie & autres alliances 

' avec 
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in this laft cafe, his Catholic majefty promifes the raoft 
Chriftian king, to furniih him, without any exception, not 
only with the faid ten thoufand foot^ and two thoufand horfe, 
but alfo to extend, in cafe of neceffity, this fuccour to eighteen 
thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, in the manner his moft 
Chriftian majefty has ftipulated to fupply the Catholic king ; 
his Catholic majefty engaging, if it fhould fo happen, to pay 
Ho regard to the difproportion between the land forces of 
France and thofe of Spain. 

IX. It ihall be free to the requiring power, to fend one or 
feveral commiflioners, chofen among their fubje&s, to be cer- 
tain of themfelves that the required power has aftembled in 
three months, reckoning from the requifition, and has in one 
or feveral of its ports the twelve armed fliips of the line, and 
fix frigates, as well as the ftipulated number of land troops, 
all ready for marching* 

X. The faid fliips, frigates and troops, are to a& according 
to the will of the power that {ball have an occafion for, and 
ihall have demanded them, and the required power (hall make 
but one only reprefentation on the motives or obje&s alledged 
and pointed out for the employment of the faid land and fea 
forces. 

XI. What* 

avee les puiflances d'Allemagne & du nord ; St confiderant que lefdites 
giierres ne peuvent interefler en rien la couronne d'Efpagne, S. M. Tres- 
Chretienne promet de ne point exiger aucun fecours du Roi Catholique, a 
moins cependant, que. quelques puifTances maritimcs ne priffent part aux- 
dites guerres, ou que les evenemens ne fuflent ii contraires a la France 
qu'elle feroit attaquee dans fon propre pays per terre 5 & dans ce dernier 
casS. M. Cath. promet au Roi Tres-Chr. de lui fournir fans aucuneex- 
eeption non feulement les fufdits 10 mille hommes d'infanterie & 2000 de 
cavalerie, mais aufli de porter, en cas de befoin, ce fecours jufqu'a. 18 
mille hommes d'infanterie & 6 mille de cavalerie, ainfi qu'il a eti ftipulg 
J>ar rapport au nombre a fournir au Roi Catholique par S. M. T. C. fa 
majefte cath. s'engageant, ii le cas arrive, de n'avoir aucun egard a la dif- 
proportion qui fe trouve entre les forces de terre cfc la France & celles de 
Efpagne. 
IX. II fera libre a la^ puiflance requerante d'envoyer un ou plufieurs 
mi les fujets, pour s'aflurer par eux-memes que la 
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commiffaires choifis parmi les fujets, pour s'aflurer par eux-memei 
puiflance requife a raflemble dans les 3 mois, a compter de la requifition, & 
tient dans un ou plufieurs de fes ports les 12 vaifleaux de ligne & 6 fregates 
armees en guerre, amfi que le nombre ftipule des troupes de terre, le tout 
4>ret a marcher. 

X. Lefdits vaifleaux, fregates & troupes agiront, felon la volonte de la 
puiflance, qui en aura befoin & qui les aura demandes, fans que fur les, 
motifs ou fur les objets indiques pour Temploi defdites forces de terre & de 
mer, la puiflance requife puifle faire plus d'une feule & unique f reprefenta- 
tion. 

XI, La 
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XI. Whatever here has been agreed upon, fhall take place 
every time the requiring power may afk fuccours for fome of- 
fenfive or defenfive enterprise by land or fea, of immediate 
execution, and ought 'to be uhderftood in the cafe, when the 
iliips and frigates of the required power repair 10 fome port of 
its ftates, becaufe it wilf then be fufficient to keep its land and 
fea forces ready, in the parts of its dominions fpecified by the 
requiring power, as ufeful to its views, 

XII. The demand which one of the two fovereigns makes 
on the other for the fuccour ftipulated. by the prefent treaty, 
fhall be fufficient for ascertaining the want on one part, and 
the obligation on the other, of furnifhing the faid fuccours, 
without its being neceflary to enter inta any manner of ex- 
planation, on any pretext whatfoever, to elude the moft 
prompt and the moft perfect execution of this engagement, 

XIII. In conference of the foregoing article, the difcuf- 
fioa of the offenfive and defenfive cafe cannot take place ia 
regard to the twelve fhips, the fix frigates, and the land forces 
to be furnHhed, as thefe forces are to be cqnfidered in all cafes, 
44 aqd three months after the requifitioa," as belonging in 
prbjferty to the power that {halt have required them. 

XIV. The power that fur nifhes the fuccours, either in 
(hips and frigates, or troops, (hall pay them wherever its ally 
(hall make them a£t, as if thefe forces Were employed dire&ly 
for itfelf '; and the requiring power fliall be obliged, whether 
the faid fhips, frigates, or troops, remain for a long or fhort 

time 

XI. Ce qui vjent d'etre convenu, aura lieu toutes les fois que la puiffance 
Tequerante deraanderoit les fecours pour quelque entreprife offenfive ou de- 
femlve de terre ou de mer, d'une execution immediate, & doit s'entendre 
pour le cas ou les vaifleaux & fregates de la puiffance requife iroient s'eta* 
blir dans quelque portde fes etats, puifqu'il iuftiraalors, qu'elle ttenne fes 
forces de terre & de mer pretes. dans les endroits de fes domaines qui feront 
indiques par la puiffance. reque*rante, comme plus utiles a fes vues. 

XII. La demande que Tun des deux fouverains fera a P autre des fecoiirs 
ftipules par le prefent traite, fufftra pour conftater le befoin d'une part & 
Tobligation de l'autre, de fournir ledit fecours, fans qu'il foit neceflaire 
xl'entrer dans aucune explication, de qoeJque efpece qu'elle puifle etre, 
ni fous quelque pretexte que ce foit, pour eluder la plus prompte & la plus 
parfaite execution de cet engagement. 

XIII. £n confequence de I' article precedent, la dijcuflion du cas offenfif 
& J e f enfi f ne pourra point avoir lieu par rapport aux douze vaifleaux, aux 
6 fregates, & aux troupes de terre a fournir, ces forces devant etre regar- 
ded dans tousles cas,& trois mois apres la requifition, comme appartenant 
en propriete \ la puiffance, qui les aura requifes. 

XIV. La puiffance, qui fournira le fecours, foit en vaifleaux & fregates 
foit en troupes, les payera par-tout ou fon allieles fera agir, comme fi ces 
forces etoient employees dire&ement pour elle-meme ; & la puiffance reque- 
rante fera obligee, foit que lefdits vaifleaux, fregates ou troupes reftent peu 

OM 
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riffle in the ports, to provide for them all necefliries, at tfrc 
feme price as if they were its own, and to make them 01)07 
the fame prerogatives and privileges, its own troops eajoy* 
It has been agreed, that in no wife the fa id (hips or troops 
fhall be at the charge of the power to which they are fent, 
arid that they {hall remain at its difpofal, during the continu- 
ance of the war in which it {hall have engaged. 

XV. The moft Chriftian king and the Catholic king, 
Bind themfelves to keep compleat and well armed the {hip*,, 
frigates and troops, which their majefties are to furoifli reci- 
procally; 1 fo that as foon as the required power fixall have 
fcirntfhed the fuccours ftipulated by the articles V, and VI. of 
the prefent treaty, it (hall procure the fitting out and arming 
in its ports of a fufficient number of (trips, for immediately 
replacing thofe which may be loft from accidents of" the war 
or lea ; and the fame potter (hall equally keep ready the re* 
bruits, and the neceffary repairs for the land troops it &&U 
have furnifhed. 

' XVI. The fuccours ftipulated irj 'the,foregoihg articles, 
£urfuant to the time and manner fet forth, are to be canfidered 
as an obligation infeparable from the ties of consanguinity 
And friendfcip, and the intimate union the two contracting 
monarchs defire to perpetuate amopg tlieir 'defendants ; and 
thefe -ftipulated fuccours are what the required power can Jeaft 
60 for the power that (hall have an occafion for tbem : hut 
as the intention of the two kings is, that war commencing 
for or againft one of the two crowns, ought to become pecu- 
liar aftd perfonal to the other, it is agreed and determined* 

that 

<m long-tems dans leg ports, de les faire pourvoir fe tout ce dont dies aui- 
rant rbefoin au mcme.prix que fi elles hii aj>partenoient en propriete, & a 
iesfaire jouir des mSmeS prerogatives & privileges, dont jouiffent fes pro- 
pies troupes.. . II a e"te convemi, que dans aucun cas leraits vajneaux ou. 
troupes ne pourront etre a ia charge de la' puiflance, a qui 9s feront enr- 
voyes, & qa ? ils fubfiiteront a fa difpofition pendant toute la duree de la 
guerre dans laquelle elk fe trouvera engagee. 

XV. Le Roi T, chr. Sc le Roi ca£h. s'obligent a tenir complets & bient 
<armjs les vajfl'eaux, frigates, & troupes, que L. X. M. M. fe foumiront 
rcciproquement ; de forte qu'auflitot que la. puiffance requife aura fourni 
les fecours (tipules par les art. 5 and 6 du prefent trairi, die fera armer 
dans fes ports un nombre fuflifant.de vaifleaux pour remplacer fur le champ 
'ceux qui pourroient etre perdus par les eveneirrcns de la guerre ou de la 
mer : ce'tte vnemc puiflance tiendra egatement pretes les recrues St les repa- 
rations neceflaires pour les troupes de terrequ'elle aura a fournir. 

XVI. Les fecours ftipules dans les art. precedens felon le tenis & la mani- 
ere qui a etc expliqnee, doivent etre confidcres comine* une obligation infe- 
parable des liens' de la parente & amitie & de lHuiion intime que les deux 
monavques co.ntta&ans defcrent de perpetuer entre.leurs defcendans ; & ce* 

fecours- 



that as foott as the two kings (hall engage in a war, declared 
againft the fame enemy or enemies, the obligation of the laid 
ftipuiated fuccours ftiaH ceafe, and in lieu thereof, for the 
two crowns (hall fueceed the obligation of waging war con* 
jointly* by employing in it all their forces; and for this pur* 
pofe, the two high contracting parties {hall then ftipulate be- 
tween them particular agreements, relative to the circum- 
ftancfcs of the war in which they are engaged, and {hall con- 
cert their efforts, and their refpe&ive and reciprocal advan- 
tages, as alfo their military and political plans and operations £ 
and thefe agreements being ratified, the two kings (hall exe- 
cute them together, and with one common and perfect ac- 
cord. 

XVII. His moft Chriftian and his Catholic majefty en* 
gage and promife, in cafe of being at war, neither to exe* 
cute, nor make any propofal of peace, nor treat of, nor con- 
clude any with their enemy or enemies, but with one com- 
mon accord and mutual confent, and to communicate reci- 
procally whatever might come* to their knowledge, which 
fliould fcttereft the two crowns, and in particular the obje& 
of the pacification ; fo that in war, as well as in peace, each 
of the two crowns (hall confider as its own interests, thofe of 
the crown its ally* 

XVIII. Con- 

lfecours fHpules feront ce que la ptiiflance requife pourra faire de moins 
]pour la puiiTance qui en aura befoln. Mais comme Pintention des deux 
Kois eft que la guerre commencant pour ou contre Tune des deux couron- 
toe*, doit devemr propre & perfonelle a I'autre, il eft convenu que des qu* 
les deux Row fe trouveronten guerre declare* centre le meme qu les ine- 
mes emiemk, Tobligation defdits fecolirs ftiptiles ceffera & a la place fuc- 
tederapour les deux couronnes Tobligation de faire la guerre canjointe- 
ment en y employant touted leurs forces $ Sc pour cet eftct les deux hautes. 
-parties coatractantes feront alors entre elles des conventions parriculieres, 
relatives attx circonftances de la guerre, dans laquelle el les ie trouveront 
cngagees, concerteroru leurs efforts & leurs avantages refpecVirs & recipro- 
<jues, comrne auili Iwirs plans & operations mi I itai res & politiques 5 Sc ces 
conventions etant faites, les deux Kois les executeront enfemble Sc d'ua 
cotnmun & parfait accord. 

XVII. L. L. M. M> T. chr. Sc cath. s'engagent Sc fe promettent. pour* 
le caa ou elles fa troUveroient en guerre, de n'executer, ni faire aucuitt 
proportion de paix, dd ne la trailer ni conc'tJre avee Tennemi ni les ennc* 
misqu'elle* auront, que d'un accord Sc confentcment mutual Sc commuo, 
Si de fe communiquer reciproqmement tout ce qui pourroit venir a leiu 4 - 
cqnnoiiTance qui intewfiferoit les deux couronnes & en particulier fur Tob- 
jet de la pacification 5 de forte qu'en guerre comme en paix, chacUne dei 
deux couronnes regardera comme fes propres intfrct* ceux de la conronne, 
fen ailiee. 

Pal.Jleg.VoLX. t XVIII. En 
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; XVlll. Conformably to this principle, arid the engage* 
ment contracted in confequence thereof, his mod Chriftian 
and his Catholic majefty agree, that when the war they have 
Supported in common is terminated by peace, they fhall com- 
penfate the advantages one of the two powers may have had, i 
with the loflesthe other may have fuftained, fo that in regard 
to the conditions, of peace, as well as the operations of war, 
the two monarchs : of France and Spain, through the whole 
extent of their dominion, fhali be confidered and (hall ad as 
if they formed but one only and the fame power. 

XIX. His majefty the king of the Two Sicilies, having 
the fame connection of kindred and friendfhip, and the fame 
interelts that intimately unite his moft Chriftian and his Ca- 
tholic majefty, his faid Catholic majefty ftipulates for the 
king of the Two Sicilies, his fon, and takes upon him to 
make him ratify, as well for himfelf as for his defcendarits in 
perpetuity, all the articles of the prefent treaty ; and further, 
that whatever regards the proportion of the fuccours to be 
furnifhed by his Sicilian majefty, it (hall be determined by 
his act of acceffion to the faid treaty, according to the extent 
of his power. 

XX. His moft Chriftian majefty, and their Catholic and 
Sicilian majefties, engage not only to concur to the fupport 
and fplendour of their kingdoms in their actual ftate, but 

alfo 

XV III. En conformite de ce principe & de Pengagement contra£te en 
confequence leurs M. T. chr. & cath. fontconvenues, que lorfqu'il s'agira 
de terminer par la paix la guerre qu'elles auront foutenue encomnrun, el- 
les compenferont les avantages qifune des deux pui fiances pouiroit avoir 
eus avec les pertes que Pautre anroit pu faire, de maniere que fur le9 con- 
ditions de la paix ainfi que furies operations de h guerre les deux monar- 
chies de France & d'Efpagne dans toute Petendue de leur domination fe- 
ront regardees & agiront comme ii ellcsne formoient qu'une feule & meme 
puifl'ance. 

XIX. S. M. le Roi des Deux-Siciles ayant les meraes liaifons de pa- 
rente & d'amitie & les memes interets, qui uniflent intimeraent L. L. M* 
M. T. chr. & cath. S. M. cath. ftipule pour le Roi des Deux-Siciles, fon 
fils, & s'oblige a lui faire ratifier, tant pour lui que pour ies deicendans a 
perpetuite, tous le6 articles du prefent traite $ bien entendu que pour ce 
qui regarde la propoition des fecours a fournir par S. M. Sicilienne, ils 
feront determines dans Ion a&e d'acceflion audit traite, fuivant Petendue 
defrpuuTmce. 

XX. L. L. M. M. T. chr. cath. & Sicilienne s'engagent non feulement 
a conourirau maintien & a la fplendeurde leurs Royaumes dans Petat ou 
ilsfe tr >uventac"hiellement, mais encore a foutenir fur tous les objets, fans 
txcejtijn, la dignitt & les droits de leurs maifons j de forte que chaque 

prince 
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' alfo to maintain beyond all other obje&s ^without exception, 
the dignity and rights of their houfes ; fo that each prince, 
who (hall have the honour to be defcended from the fame 
blood, may be allured, on all occafions, of the prote&ion 
and affiftance of the three crowns. 

XXI. The prefent treaty being to be confidered, as frt 
forth in the preamble, ' a Family-Compact between all the 
branches of the auguft houfe of Bourbon,' no other power 
but thofe of this houfe, can be invited or admitted to accede 
to it. 

XXII. The drift friendship that unites the contrafting 
monarchs, and the engagements they enter into by this trea- 
ty, determine them alfo to ftipulate, that their refpedtive 
dates and fubje&s fliall partake of the advantages and union 
edabliflied between thefe fovereigns ; and their majedies pro- 
mife not to fuffer in any cafe, nor under any pretence whatfo- 
c.ver, their faid fubjedts and dates to do or undertake any thing 
contrary to the prefent correfpondjnce, that ought to fubfiil 
inviolably between the three crowns. 

XXIII. To cement in as great a degree as the nature of the 
matter may admit this good under (tan ding, and thofe recipro- 
cal advantages between the fubje&s of the two crowns, it is 
agreed that the Spaniards (hall be no longer reputed Aubains 
in France, and confequently his mod Chridian majedy en- 
gages to aboli(h in their favour the ' Droit d'Aubaine,* 
whence they may difpofeby donative wills orotherwife, of all 
their goods and effects without exception, of what nature fo- 
ever, they may poflefs in his kingdom ; and, their heirs, fub- 
jefts of his Catholic majedy, refiding as well in France as 

\j % elfewhere, 

prince qui auftt Thonneur d'etre iflii du meme fang, pourroit etre aflure en 
toute occafion de la protection & de Tadiftance des trcis couronnes. 

XXI. Le prefent traite devant etre regard e, ainfi qu'il a ete annonce 
dans le preambule, comme un Pa&e de Famille entre toutes les branches de 
Taugufte maifon de Bourbon, nul'e autre puiflance que celles qui feront de 
cette maifon, ne pourra etre invitee ni admife a y acceder. 

XXII. L'amitie etroite qui unit les monarques contra&ans, & les en- 
gagemens qu'ils prennent par ce traite, les determinant aufli a ftipuler que 
Jeurs etats & fujets refpe&if s participei ont aux avantages & a la liaifon eta- 
blie entre ces fouverains, & L. M. fe promettent de ne pas fouffrir qifen 
aucun cas, ni fous quelque pretexte que ce foit, leurs dits etats & fuje s, pu- 
iflent rieq faire ou entreprendre de contraire a la parfatre correfpondance, 
qui doit fubfifterinviolablement entre les trois couronnes. 

XXIII. Pour ciinenter d'autant plus cette intelligence & ces. avantages 
reciproques entre les fujets des deux couronnes, il a ete convenu que les 
Efpagnols ne; feront plus reputes Aubains en France, & en confequeme S. 
fA.. T. C. s'engage aaboUr en leur faveur le Droit d\Aubaine, en forte quails 
pourront^lifyafcr par tellamens donatifs ou autrement, de tous leurs biens 

• fans 
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clfewhere, may recover and enjoy their fuccefiloilfi, eren tfco* 
they fhould die inteftate, either by themfelves, their attor- 
neys, or order, without having previoufly obtained letters of 
naturalization, and may tranfport them out of N the ftates of 
his moft Chriftian majefty, notwithftanding all laws, edi&s, 
ftatute?, cuftoms, or rights hereto contrary, which his moft 
Chriftian majefty relinquifhes, in as great a degree as the oc- 
cafion may require. His Catholic majefty engages on his 
fide, to procure the enjoyment of the fame privileges, and aft* 
ter the fame manner, in all the ftates and countries of his 
dominions in Europe, for all the French and fubjects of his 
moft Chriftian majefty, in regard to the free difpofal of what- 
ever they may poflefs through the whole extent of the Spanilh 
monarchy \ (o that the fubje&s of the two crowns (hall be 
generally treated in every particular regarding this article, in 
the countries of the two dominions, as the proper and natu- 
ral fubje&s of the power in the ftates of which they may re- 
fide. AH that is faid above in regard to the abolition of the 
* Droit d'Aubaine,' and the advantages the French are to 
enjoy in the ftates of the kingdom of Spain in Europe, and 
the Spaniards in France, is granted to the fubjeds of the king 
of the Two Sicilies, who are comprehended on the fame con- 
ditions in this article j and reciprocally the fubje&s of his 
moft Chriftian mpjefty and his Catholic majefty, are to, enjoy 
the fame exemptions and advantages in the ftates of his Sici- 
lian majefty. 

XXIV. The 

fans exception, de quelque nature qu'ils foient, qu'ils poflederont dana 
fon jRoyaume, & que leu rs beritiers, fuje-ts de S, M. eath, demeurant tant 
en France qifailleurs, pourront recueiliir leurs fucceffions raerne ab infte- 
tat, foit par eux«-mqmes, foit par leurs procurers, ou mandateurs, quoi* 
qu'ils n'ayentpoint oUtenude lettres denaturalite » & ies tranfporter hors de* 
etats de S. M. T. C. non obttant foutes loix, edits, ftatutv contunirs ou 
droits a ce contraiies, auxqurlles S. M. T. C. derogc entant que befoin 
feroit. S, M- carh. s'engage de fon cote a faire jouir des memes privilege* 
& de la meme maniere dans tous le< etats & pays de fa domination en Eu- 
rope tous les Francois & fujets de 8, M. T. C, par rapport a la libre dif- 
poStion des biens qu'ils poflederont dans toute Vet endue de \\ monarchic 
Efpagnoie : de forte que les fujets des deux couronnes feront gencralement 
traites en tout & pour tout ce qui regarde cct article, dan* les pays, des deux 
dominations, comme les propres & qaturels fujets de la puiflancc, dans 
les etats de laquelle ils refideront. Tout cc qui eft dit ci-dd&s par rap- 
port a l'abolition du Droit d\A.ubai»e & aux avantagej dont les Francois 
doivent jouir dans les etats du Royaume d'Efpagne en Europe, & les E^ 
pagnois en Fiance, eft accorde, aux fuj ts du Roi des Deux-Siciles, qui fe% 
ront compri* aux m3»nes conditions daas oet article ; et reciproquement les 
iujtts de J-. M. T. C. & catliolique jouiront des nignae* exemption* & 
avaatages daisies etats de S, M. Sicjlienn^, - 3CXiy. Let 
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^XXIV. The fubje&s of the high contrafting parties fhalt 
bt>treated relatively to commerce and impofts in each of thd 
two kingdoms in Europe, as natural fubjedts of the country 
where they ftiall arrive or refide, fo that the Spanifh flag; fball 
enjoy in France the fame rights and prerogatives the French 
flag does, and in like manner the French flag (hall be treated 
in Spain with the fame favour as the Spanifh flag. The fub- 
je£ls of the two monarchies declaring their merchandizes,' 
lhall pay the fame duties as are paid by nationals ; importation 
and exportation ball be equally free to them, as to natural 
£ubje&s 9 and no duties (hall be payable on either fide, but 
thofe the fovereign's own fubjedts are liable to, nor other 
things fubje&to confifcation, but thofe prohibited to nationals ' 
themfclvesj and as to what regards chefe particulars, all prior 
treaties, conventions, or engagements between the two mo- 
narchies, fiiall remain abolifhed : furthermore, no other fo- 
reign power lhall enjoy in Spain no more than in France, 
any greater emolumental privilege than that of the two na- 
tions ; the fame regulation ihail be obferved in France and 
Spain, in regard to the flag and fubje&s of the king of the 
Two Sicilies, and his Sicilian jfeajefty (hall have it recipro- 
cally obferved in regard to the flag and fubje&s of the crowns 
of France and Spain* 

XXV. If the high contracting parties make hereafter fome 
treaty of commerce with other powers, and grant them, or 

have 

XXJV. Les fujets des hautes parties contra&antes feront traites relative - 
iqentau commerce & aux impofitions, dans chacun des deuxRoyaumes en Eu- 
rope, comme les propres fujets <iu pays ou iis aborderont ou reude'ieront» 
de forte que le pavilion Eipagnol jouira en France des memes droits & prero- 
gatives que le pavilion Fran$ois, 8c pareillement que le pavilion Francois 
fera traite en Efpagne avec la memefaveur que le pavilion Efpagnol. Let 
fujets des deux monarchies en declarant kurs nuerchandifes payer on t le* 
inemes droits qui feront payes par les nationaux. L'i importation & expor- „ 
tation leur fera egalmcnt libre, coram© aux fujets naturels, & il n'y aura 
de droits a payer de part & d'autre, queceux qui feront percus fur les pro- 
pres fujets du fouverain, ni de matieres fujettes a confiscation, que celks qui 
feront prohibees aux nmonaux eux-memts; & pour ce qui regard e cet 
objets, tout traite, conventions ou engagemens anterieurs entte les deux 
monarchies, refteront abolis : hi en entendu que nulle autre puiflance erran* 
gere ne jouira en Eipagne non plus qu**n France d'aucun privilege phts 
avantageux que celui des deux nations. On abfervera \6s memes regies ed 
France & en Efpagne a Tegard du pavilion & des fujets du Roi des Deux 
Siciles, & S. M. S. le fera reciproxjueroent obfervtr 4 regard du pavilion 
& des fujets des couronnes de France & d'Efpagne. 

XXV. Si les hautes parties contra&antes font dans la fuite quelque 
trail e de commerce avec cTautres puiiTances: & leur accordent ou leur ont 
fiej^ accordg dans lews pprts ou etats Je traitefnent d> la nation Ja plus fa vc- 

4 v rifee, 
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bare already granted them in their ports or ftates, the treat- 
ment of the moft favoured nation, it {hall be notified by way 
of prevention to the faid powers, that the treatment of the 
Spaniards in France and in the Two Sicilies, of the French 
in Spain and likewife in the Two Sicilies, and of the Neapo- 
litans and Sicilians in France and Spain on the fame con fi de- 
rations is excepted in this refpeft, and ought not to be pro- 
duced nor ferve for an example, his moft Chriftian majefty. 
ind their Catholic and Sicilian majefties, being unwilling 
any other nation fhould partake of the privileges* they have 
judged -proper to impart indifcriminately to their refpe&ive 
fubje£h. 

AXVL. The high contracting parties fhal) make a recipro- 
cal communication of all the alliances they may hereafter 
form^ and the negotiations they may enter into, efpecially 
when any way connected with their common interefts ; ana 
in confequence hereof his moft Chriftian majefty, and their 
Catholic and Sicilian majefties, fliall order all their refpc&ive 
minifters in other European courts, to live with each other in 
the moft perfect intelligence, and with the moft intire confi- 
dence, that all the fteps taken in the name of any of the three 
croons, may tend to their glory and common advantage, and 
be a conftant pledge of the intimate union which their faid 
majefties defire to maintain and perpetuate with one ano- 
ther. 

XXVII. The nice point of precedence in a£ts, functions, 
and public ceremonies, is often an obftacle to the good har- 
mony 

riCee, onpi-evieiidra les dites puiffances que le traitement des Efpagnols en 
France & dans les Deux-Siciles, des Francois en Efpagne & pareillement 
dans les Deux Sidles, & des Napolitains & Siciliens en France & eri ES% 
pa<»neftir le meme objet, eft excepte a cet egard & ne doit point gtre cite 
»»° ferrird'exemple* L. M. T» Chr. catholique & Sicilienne ne voulant . 
fane participer aucune autre nation auxprivileges, dont elles jugent con- 
tenable de faire jouir reciproquement leurs fujets refpeftifs. 

XXVI. Les hautes parties contra&antes fe conheront reciproquement 
towtes les alliances, qu'elles pourront former dans la fuite, & les negocia- 
tions qu'elles pourront fuivre, four- tout lorfqu'elles aurom quelque rap- 
port avec leurs interets eommun* ; & en confequence L. I«. M. M. T. 
chr. cath. & Sicilienne ordenrieront a tous les miniftres refpe&ifs qu'elles 
cntretiennent dans les autres cours de TEurope, devivreentre eux dans Tin- 
teHigence la plus parfaite & avec la plus entiere confiance, arm que toutea 
jes demarches faites au nom de quelqu'une des trois couronnes tendent a, 
leur gloire & a leurs avantages communs & foient un gage conftant de 
rintimite que leurs dites majeftes vevdent etablir & perpetuer entre 
elles, 

XXVII. ITQbjsl 
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mony and intimate confidence it is neceflary to tnaintaia 
between the refpeflive minifters of France and Spain, becaufo 
thefe forts of difcuffions, whatever means maybe adopted for 
filencing them, generally irritate minds. They were natu«* 
ral when the two crowns belonged to princes of different 
houfes ; but now, and fince Providence has vouchfafed to 
maintain on the two thrones fovereigns of the fame houfe, it 
is not proper any pccafton of altercation or difcontent (hould 
fubfift between them ; his moft Chriftian majefty and his 
Catholic majesty, have therefore agreed to lay it down as an 
invariable rule to their minifters, veiled with the fame cha- 
racter in family courts as are now thofe of Naples and Parma, 
that the minifters of the monarch head of the houfe (hall al- 
ways have the precedence in any ad, fun&ion, or ceremony 
whatever ; which precedence is to be confidered as a confe- 
quence of the advantage of birth, and that in all other courts 
the minifter, whether of. France or Spain, who is arrived laft f 
or whofe refidence is more recent, {hall give place to the mi- 
nifter of the other crown, and of the farpe chara&er who is 
come firft, or whofe refidence is longer ; fo that for the fu- 
ture, in this refpedt, there may be a conftant and fraternal 
alternative, to which no Other power ought nor can be ad- 
mitted, forafmuch as this arrangement, which is merely a 
confequence of this prefent Family Compaft, would ceafc 
and determine, if the princes of the fame houfe did not occu- 
py 

XXVII. t/Objet delicat dans la prefeance, dans les a&es, fon&ions & 
ceremonies publiques, eft fouvent un obftacle a la bonne harmonie & a 
rintime confiance, qu'il eonvient d'entretenir entre les miniftres refpe&ifs 
de France & d'Efpagne, parce que ces fortes de difcuffions, quelque tour- 
mure qu'on prenne pour les faire ceffer, indifpofent les efprits j elles etoient 
riat ure lies, quand les deux couronnes appartenoient a des princes de deux 
diffcrentes maifons $ mais a&uellement & pour tout le terns que la provi- 
dence a determine de maintenir fur les deux trones des fbuverains de la 
rneme maifon, il n'eft pas convenable qu'il fiibfifte entre eux une occafioa 
continuelie d'altercation & de mecontentement. L. L. M. M. T Chr. & 
Cath., font convenues en confequence de faire entierement cefTer cette occa- 
fion en fixant pour regie invariable a leurs miniftres rcvetusdu raeme carac- 
tere dans les cours de famille comme font prefentement celles de Naples 5c 
de Parme, que les miniftres du monarque chef de la maifon auront toujour* 
la prefeance dans tel acle, fon&icm ou ceremonie que ce foit, laquelle prefe- 
ance fera regardee comme une fuite de Tavantage de la naiflance, & que 
dans toutes les autres cours le miniftre, foit de France foit d'Efpagne, qui 
fera arrive le dernier, ou dont la refidence fera plus recente, cedera au mi- 
niftre de Tautre comonne & de meme caractere qui fera arrive le premier, 
oudont la refidence fera plus ancienne $ de fagon qu'il y aura deformais a 
. cet egard une alternative conftante & fraternelk, a laquelle aucune autre 
puiffance ne d«vra ni ne pourra etre admife, attendu <jue cet arrangement. 
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py the thrones of the two monarchies, as then each crovm 
Would rcfume its rights or pretenfions to precedence : It ha* 
been likewife agreed to, that if by chance the minifters of the 
two crowns fhould arrive precifely at the feme time in a court* 
that is not of the family, the minifter of the foverergn* head 
of the houfe, (hall have the precedence on that account of the 
minifter of the fovereign, who is junior of the houfe. 

XXVIII. The prefent treatv or Family Compact fhall be 
ratified, and the ratifications uialt be exchanged within the* 
fpace of one month, or fooner, if it can be done, reckoning 
from the day of thefigning of the feid treaty. 

In confirmation of which, we, the minifter^ plenipoten- 
tiary of his moft Chriftian majefty, and of his Catholic maje- 
fty, fubfigned, in virtue of the full powers which are literally 
and faithfully tranferibed at bottom of this prefent treaty* havs 
figned it, and put thereto the feals of our arms. 
Done at Paris the 15th Auguft 1761. 

(Signed; The Due DE CHOI8EUL. 

qui eft uiiiquemeht une futte du prefent Paclfc de Famille, eefferoit, fi dev 
princes dc la meme maifon n'occupoiefitplus les trone9 des deux monarchies 
& qtfalors chaque couronne rentreroit dans.fes droits ou pretentions a la. 
prefeance. II a ete convenu aufli, que fi par que I que ca9 fortuit les mini- 
ftres des deux couronnes arrivoient precifement en meme terns dans une? 
cour, autre que celledc famille, le mmiftredu fouver2in, chef de lamai- 
fbn, prece"dera a ce titre le miniftre du ibuverain, cadet de la maifon. 

XXVIIIi Le prefent traite ou Facie de Famille fera ratifie, & les ratifi- 
cations en feront echrmgees dans le terns d'un mo is, ou plus tot, fi hire ib 
peutj a compter du jour de la fignature dudit traite. 

En foi de quoi nousminiftres-pIenipotejitiaire$defamajefte T< C. &de 
S. M. Cath; iousfignes, en vertu de plems-pouvoirs, qui font tranferit? 
littwraiement & ridelement aubas de ce prefent traite, nous Tavons figne H 
y a von* appofe les cachets de nos amies. 
Fait a Paris le 1 5 Aout 1 761 . 

(Signe) LeDucDECHOISEUL 



For the P O L I T I C A L REGISTER* 

Thoughts on Princes who have been particularly fond of their 
Subjects. 

Di queflo Signer fpkndidi ogni inienio 

Sara chel Pofol ju9 viva ccntinto. Orl. FtfK. 

M *TpHE deftiny of that prince, and the objccl of hist 
X wiflics, (hall be to love his people, and to make then* 
happy."— Such is the noble light Ariofto places Borfus, firft 
Duke of Ferrara in ! What a mag, ificent eulogium ! Every 
man* laying his hand on his heart, fhall warrant, (hat on that 
account only, his memory will be tranfmitted to the moft dif- 
tant ages, and will be dear to them. Let 
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Let us forbear giving to monarchs falfe ideas of glory* by. 
placing it in what contributes to the diftrefs and calamities of 
tljofe who are fubjecT: to their laws* 

A king beloved by his people, a king that flu dies the hap- 
pinefsof his people, is the only great king. 

The audacious mind that firft infinuated to a fubmiffive and 
tranquil people, that u the firft king was a fortunate foldier'% 
fhould not have enjoyed the inftant that gave birth to the 
idea thefe words were expreflive of, becaufe in monarchies 
and empires they fow the jeeds of rebellion and tyranny. 

Kings fhould have no ufurped power, they fhould be all 
fathers. Let Us corifider them in this point of view, the only 
true one, and then we fhall be in no dread of flavery. The 
furname of Father was the firft that adorned the fovereigns of 
the moft ancient monarchies ; it is the unfhaken fupport of 
thrones, and fource of happinefs to. the people. Cyrus was 
called the Father of Men, _fo means the word Abimelech in 
the fcripture. When tyrannic pride required one more pom- 
pous, then did fear drive love away from the hearts of fub- 
je&s, and kings ceafed to reckon the days of their lives by 
their benefactions. Memphis Would ftill be one of the orna- 
ments of the world, if the Ptolcmys had not fubftituted to 
that fine title others more often tatious, or devoid of fenfe. 

The princes^ whofe names will be always dear to the 
world, and whom hiftory reprefents to us as having nothing 
more at hfrart than the happinefs of their fubjecls, always 
gloried in having for them that tendernefs which children on- 
ly can pretend to. 

Why does Antoninus repeat fo often, " That it is better to 
fave a citizen* than kill a thoufarid enemies ?" 

\Vhy does Titus think that he had loft the day that was 
not marked by his having done fome good ?-*The reafon is 
plain ; thefe princes confidered themfelvcs lefs as the matters 
than the fathers of their pfeople, arid believed that in that 
quality they (hould find themfelves happy. 

Henry the Fourth of France was called by excellence the 
father of his people. We are furprized* that even before he 
Was acknowledged king, he fhould be found funk in melan- 
choly after every vi&ory he gained over the French, who 
had been leagued againft him. " I cannot, fays he, rejoice 
in an advantage, which 1 do not obtain but by the lofs of my 
fubje&s ; the blood of the French feems to blaft my lau- 
rels." 

Ye monarchs and potentates, get engraved on your proud 

!)ortals, that ye have uo iiuercft feparate frotri that of your , 
>1. Reg, Vol. X* M people J 
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people, and let your fentiments correfpond with the coft- 
ieflion. 

When, in looking, over the fafti of the world, I, figure to 
myfelf the ftreams of blood the furnames of Warlike, Invin- 
cible 5 Thunderbolts, given to fome fovereigns, have made to 
flow, I cannot help crying out* how long (ball our eyes be 
dazzled with thefalfe glory of ronquerors ? And if the con- 
queft of hearts is the only! a great foul (hould be ambitious 
of, what titles can be compared with thofe of the * delight of 
mankind, the good, the belo?ed ?* 

If I enter the cabinets of the curious, they are fond of 
(hewing me compleat fets of antique medals, and all the pre-* 
cious fpoils of a diverfity of other treafures. Among them 
sire heads and reverfes Well preferved, and vulgar eyes fee 
with aftonifliment carrs, temples, whole armies, and trium- 
phal arches ftruck with exquifite art. Here are Percenius, 
Niger, the Gordians of Africa, and Otho in grand bronze; 
in fhart, every thing rare in this fort of erudition, enriches 
this immenfe collection ; bat if convinced that the mod efti- 
mable pieces in point of antiques, are thofe that reprefent 
and perpetuate the fin eft actions of princes, I (hall give the 
preference to that where I fee Trajan diftribute ears of wheat 
to the children Italy prefents to him, with this fimple in- 
feription," but dear to my heart, * Alim Ital.' •'He fed Italy ;* 
yet J depart with a full fneer of contempt from the antiqua- 
ry, and all that call themfelves connoifleurs. O men, in 
what do ye make true glory to confift ! 

How I, love to reprefent to myfelf on one fide Pyrrhirs con- 
ferring with Cyneas on his ambitious proje&s j and, on the 
other, Henry IV. of France, confefflng to a Spanifh ambaf- 
fador the fole object of his wiflies, 

Pyrrhus propofes firft to throw a bridge over the fea to pafs 
from Epirus into Italy - f Italy conquered $ he is to fubjeft* Si- 
cily to his laws, then he is to fubdue Carthage, reduce a fe- 
cond time. Macedonia to his power, bring all Greece under 
his yoke,, and after fo many victories, fpend the reft' of his 
day in the bofom of pleafures. 

, H.nry has no other ambition than to make his fubjefts live 
comfortably,. " with God's will and pleafure, fays that good 
king, if I live but a few years longer, I (ball put thitigs up- 
on iuch a footing, that every labouring man in my kingdom 
fhall be able to have a fowl in.his pot every Sunday/* * 

What a contrafl ! If there be a foul among us not touched 
by the beauty of that wifb, let him depart, and go to live un- 
der tyrants. 

JUNIUS 
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JUNIUS i$ Lord Chief Justice MANSFIELD. 

2ift January, 1772. 

I HAVE undertaken to prove that when, at the inter- 
ceffion of three of your countrymen, you bailed John 
Byre y yoif did that, whkh by law you were not warranted to do, 
and that a felon, under the ctrcumftances, of being taken in 
the f aft 1 with the Jtolen goods upon him y and making no defence , 
is not baildble by the Laws of England. Your learned ad* 
vocafces have interpreted this charge into a denial that the 
Court of King's Bin ch, or the Judges of that Court during 
the vacation, -have -any greater authority to bail for criminal 
offences, than a juftice of Peace. With the inftance before 
me, I am fuppofed to queftion your power of doing wrong, 
f and to deny the exiftence of a power, at the fame moment 
' that I arraign the illegal exercife of it. But the opinions of 
fuch men, whether wilful in their malignity, or fincere in 
their ignorimce^ are unworthy of my notice. You, Lord 
Mansfield,, did not underftand me fo,/ and, 1 promife you* 
your caufe 1 requires an abler defence.-^I am now to make 
gojd my charge againft you. However dull my argument, 
the fubjed of it is interesting. 1 (hall be honoured with the 
attention of the public, and have a right to derriand the at- 
tention of the legiflature. Supported, as I am, by the whole 
body of the criminal Law of England, I have no doubt of 
fcftablMhiftg my charge. It, on your part, you fhould have 
no pi am, fubltatitial defence, but ftiould endeavour to fhelter 
yourfelf under the quirk and evafion of a praflifing Lawyer* 
or under the mere, in faking affertion of power without right, 
the rep ttafion you pretend to is gone for ever ; — you ftand 
degraded from the refpe& and authority of your office, and 
are no longer, dejure, Lord Chief Juftice of England. This 
Letter, my Lord, is addrefled, not fo much to you, as to the 
Public. Learned is you are, and quick in apprehenfion, 
few arguments are neceflTary to fatisfy you, that you have done 
that which by law you were not warranted to do. Your con* 
icience already tells you, that you have finned againft know- 
ledge* and that whatever defence you make contradicts your 
own internal conviction. But other men are willing enough 
to take the law upon truft. They rely upon authority, be- 
caufe they are too indolent to fearch for information ; or, 
conceiving that there is fome myftery in the laws of their 
country, which Lawyers only are qualified to explain, they 
diftruft their judgement* and voluntarily renounce the right or 
M 2 thinkig 
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thinking for themfelves. With all the evidence of hiftory be* 
fore them, from c ±rcfilian to Jefferies 9 from yefferies to 
Mansfield^ they will iu*t believe it poffible that a learned 
Judge can ac~t in direct contradiction to thofe laws, which he 
is fuppofed to have made the ftudy of his life, and which he 
has fworn to sdminifter faithfully. Superftition is certainly 
not the charac\eriftic of this age. Yet fome men are bi- 
goted in politic*, who are infidels in religion.— I do not defpair 
of making them afliamed of their credulity. 

The charge I brought againft you is expreffed in terms 
guarded and well confidered, They do not deny the ftriQ: 
power of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to bail in 
Cafes, not bailable by a Juftice of Peace, nor replevifable 
by the common writ, or ex officio by the Sheriff, I well knew 
the practice of the Court, an J by what legal rules it ought to 
be di reded. But, far from meaning to foften or diminifh 
the force of thofe terms I have made ufe of, I now go beyond 
]them, and affirm, 

I. That the fuperior power of bailing for felony, claimed 
by the Court of King's Bench, is founded upon the opinion 
of Lawyers, and the practice of the Court; — that the aflent 
of the Legislature to this power is merely negative, and that 
it is not fupported by any pofitive provifion in any ftatute 
>vbatfoever-!-If it be, produce the ftatute,. 

II. Admitting that the Judges of the Court of King's Bench 
are vetted with a difcretionary power to examine and judge of 
circumftances and allegations, which a Juftice of Peace is 
not permitted to confider, I affirm that the Judges, In the 
ufe and application of that difcretionary power, are as ftri&ly 
bound by the fpirit, intent, and meaning, as the Juftice of 
Peace is by the words of the Legiflature. Favourable cir- 
cumftances, alledged before the Judge, may juftify a. doubt 
whether the prifoner be guilty or not ; and where the guilt is 
doubtful, a preemption of innocence mould, in general, be 
admitted. But, when any fuch probable circumftances are 
Pledged, they alter the ftate and condition of the prifoner. 
He is no longer that all but convifted felon, whom the Law in- 
tends, and who by Law is not bailable at all. If no circum- 
ftances whatfoever are alledged in his favour ;— - if no alle- 
gation wh-ufoever be made to lefien the force of that evi- 
dence, which the law annexes to a pofitive charge of felony, 
and particularly to the fadt of being taken with the rnaner, I 
(then fay that the Lord Chief Juftice of England has no more 
fight to bail him than a Jul! ice of Peace. The difcretion of 
an Englifh Judge is not of mere will and pleafure ;— it is nctt 

" ' ~ arbitrary ; 
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aibitrary ;— It is not capricious ; but as that great Lawyer 
(whofe authority I wifh you refpe£ted half as much as I do* 
truly fays * " Difcretion, taken as it ought to be, is 
difcernere per legem quid fit jujlum. If it be not dire&ed by the 
right line of the law, it is a crooked cord, and appeareth to 
be unlawful."— -If difcretion were arbitrary in the Judge, he 
might introduce whatever novelties he thought proper ; but t 
fays Lord Coke, ** Novelties, without warrant of precedents, 
are not to be allowed : fome certain rules are to be followed ; 
! — ®>uicquidjudicis authorttati fubjicitur y novitati non fubjicitur •" 
and this found do&rine is applied to the Star-Chamber, a 
court confeffedly arbitrary. If you will abide by the autho- 
rity of this great man, you (hall have all the advantages of 
his opinion, wherever it appears to favour you. Excepting 
the plain, exprefe meaning of the legiflature, to which all 
private opinions muft give way, I defire no hetter judge be- 

| tween us than Lord Coke. 

III. I affirm that, according to the obvious, indifputable 
meaning of the legiQature, repeatedly expreffed, a perfori 
pofitiyely charged with felon ioufly ft baling and taken in flagrante 
dilefto^ with the ftolen goods upon him, is not bailable. The 
law confiders him as differing in nothing from a conviSf^ but 
in the form ofconvi&ion, and (whatever a corrupt Judge may- 
do) will accept of. no fecurity, but the confinement of his 

I body within four walls. I know it has been alledged in your 
favour, that you have often bailed for murders, npe, and 
other manifeft crimes. Without queftioning the fadt, 1 (hall 
not admit that you are to be juftified by your example. If 
that were a prote&ion to you, where is the crime that, as a 
Judge, you might not now fecurely commit ? But neither 
fhall I fuffer myfelf to be drawn afide from my pretent argu- 
ment, nor you to profit by your own wrong. -~To prove the . 
meaning and intent of the legiflature will require a minute 
and tedious deduction. To inveftigate a queftion of law de- 
mands fome labour and attention, though very little genius or 
fagacity. As a practical profeflion, the ftudy of the law re- 
quires but a moderate portion of abilities. The learning of 
a pleader is ufually upon a level with his integrity. The in~ 
difcrimihate defence of right and wrong contracts the under- 
ftanJing, while it corrupts the heart. Subtlety is foan 
miftaken for wifdom, and impunity for virtue. If there be 
any inftances upon record, as fbme there are undoubtedly, 

- -. .. - ■ .' ii ■ ' ... ■ • - 1 ' ? 

# 4. I aft. 41. §6. 

of 
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of genius and tnoraltty united in a lawyer, they arc difthi* 
gwifhed by their Angularity, and operate as exceptions. 

I mu ft folic it the patience eftny readers. T*his is no light 
matter, nor is it anymore fufcepttble of ornament, than the 
conduct of Lord Mansfield is capable of aggravation, 

As the law of bail, in charges of felony, has been exactly 
ascertained by acts of the legiilatare, it is at prefent of little 
coniequence to enquire how it ftood at Common-law, before 
the ftatate of Weftminfter. And yet it is worth the reader's 
attention to obferve, how nearly, in the ideas of our anceftorc* 
$ he circumftance of being taken with the matter approached to 
the conviction of the felon *. " It fixed the authoritative 
tfamp of verisimilitude upon the accufation, and, by the 
common law, when a thief was taken with themaner (that is, 
with the thing ftolen upon him in manu) he might; fo detected 
fograntc delitto, be brought into court, arraigned and tried* 
'without indictment \ as, by thepanifh law, he might betaken 
and hanged upon the fpot, without accufation or trial." It 
will foon appear that our fiatute law, in this behalf, though 
lefs fumrnary in point of proceeding, is directed by the &me 
fpirit. In one inftance, the very form is adhered to. In 
offences relating to the foreft, if a man was taken with, vert, 
or yenifon |, it was declared to be equivalent to indicttnent. 
To enable the reader to judge for himfelf, I fliall ftate, in 
due order, the feveral ftatutes relative to bail in criminal cafes, 
or as much of them as may be material to the point in queftion, 
omitting fuperfluous words. If I mifreprefent, or do irec 
quote with fidelity, it will not be difficult to detect me. 

% The ftatute of Weftminfter the firft, 1275* fets forth 
that, "Forafmuch as Sheriffs arid others, who have taken 
and kept in prifon. perfons detected of felony, and in- 
continent have let ou$ by replevin fuch as were not r*%, 
plevifahle becaufe they would gain of the one party and 
grieve tr^e other; and forafmuch as, before this time, it 
Was not determined which perfons were replevifable and 
which not, it is provided and by the King commanded that 
fuch prifoners, &c. as be taken with the mantr y &c, or 
for manifeji ufunces, lhall be in no wife replevifable by the 

* Blackftone, 4. 303. 

t 1 Ed. III. cap. 8. — and 7 Rich. II. cap. 4. 
X " Videtur que le Statute de Mainprife neft que Reherfell 
del comen ley.** 

Bro* Jltfawp. 61. 

4 common 



( *7 > 

comfeior* writ nor without writ*" *— Loii Coke, in his expo- 
pofition of thelaft pert of this quotation, accurately diftin- 
guifhes between replevy by the* common writ or ex officio, and 
hailbf the King's Bench. The words of the ftatute certainly 
do not extend to the Judges, of that Court But, befides that 
the reader will foon hnd retfon to think that the legiflature, 
in their intention made no difference between bailable and re* 
plevifable. Lord Coke himfelf (if he be underftood to mean 
nothing but 1 an expofition- of the flatute of Weftminfter, and 
not to flate the law generally^ does not adhere to his own 
diftin Sion» In expounding the other offences, which, by this 
ftatute* arcdeclared not reptevifablej)\t conftantly ufes the words* 
not bailable.*— That outlaws* tor inftance, are not bailable at all\ 
thatperfons, who have abjured the realm, are attainted upon 
their own confeflion, and therefore not bailable at all by law } — ' 
that provera are not bailable \~* that notorious felons* are not 
bailable" The reafon, why the fuperior courts were not named 
in thefttttute of Weftminfter* was plainly this, " becaufe an- 
ttently moft of the bufinefs* touching bailment of pri Toners for 
felony or mifdemeanors, was performed by the Sheriffs, or 
fpecial Bailiffs of Liberties, either by writ or virtuU officii \l y¥ 
confequently the fuperior courts had little or no opportunity 
to commit thofe abufes, which the ftatute imputes to the* 
Sheriffs— With fubmiflkm to- Do ftor .Blackftone, I think he 
has fallen into a contradi&ion, which, in terms at leaft, ap- 
pears irreconciloable. After enumerating feveral offences not 
bailable, he aflferts, without any condition of limitation 
wttatfoever $, ** all thefe are clearly not admiffible to bail." 
Yet, in a few lines after, he fays, " it is agreed that the 
Court of King's Bench may bail for any crime whatfoever, 
according to cir cum/lances of the cafe." To his firft proportion? 
he fhould have added, by Sheriffs or Juflices ; otherwife the" 
two propositions contradict each other; with this diffe- 
rence, however, that the firft is abfolute, the fecond limited' 
by a confederation of circumflances. I fay this without the leaft 
- — . , , ^- — 

* There are three points to be confidered in the confti u&ionf 
of all reriiedial ftatutes ;— the old law, the mifchief, and the 
remedy ;-— that is, how the common law flood at the making 
of the aftj what the mifchief was for which the common law 
did not provide, and what remedy the parliament hath pro- 
vided to cure this mifchief. It isthe bufinefs of the Judges, 
fo to conftrue the aft, as to fupprefs th* mifchief and ad- 
vance the remedy. Black/lone i, 87. 

t 2-Hale, p. a r^8t 136^. 
1 j Blackftone 4. 296. 

intended 
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Intended d iff efpe*& fa the learned author. His Work is of 
public utility, and (hould not haftily be condemned. 

The ftatute of 17 Richardll. cap. 10. in 1393, fets forth* 
that " forafmuch as thieves notorioufly defamed, and others 
taken with the mdner^ by their long abiding in prifon, were 
delivered by charters* and favorable inquefts procured, to the 
great hindrance of the people, two men of law (hall be 
aligned in every commiffion of the peace, to proceed to the 
deliverance of fuch felons* &c." It feems, by this aft, that 
there was aconftant ftruggle between the legislature and. the 
officers of juftice. Not daring to admit felons taken with the 
matter to bail or mainprize, they evaded the law by keeping 
the party in prifon a long time, and then delivering him 
without due trial* 

The ftatute of 1. Richard ill. in 1483, fets forth* that 
*' forafmuch as divers perfons have been daily arretted and 
imprifontd for fufpicion of felony* fometime of malice, arid 
fometime of a light fufpicion, and fo kept in prifon without 
bail or mainprize, be it ordained that every Juftice of Peacd 
fhall have authority, by his difcretion, to let fuch pri loners 
and perfons fo arretted to bail or mainprize."— By this act 
it appears that there had been abufes in matter of imprifon- 
irent, and that the legiflature meant to provide for the imme- 
diate enlargement of perfons arretted on light fufpicion of 
felony* 

The ftatute of 3. Henry VIL in i486, declares that 
* c under colour of the preceding act of Richard the Third, 
perfons, fuch as were not mainpernable , were oftentimes let to 
bail and mainprize, by Juftices of the Peace, whereby many 
murderers and felons efcaped, the King, &c. hath ordained* 
that the Juftices of the Peace, or two of them at th* leaft 
(whereof one to be of the Quorum) have authority to let any 
inch prifoners or perfons, mainpernable by the law, to bail 
ormaitipri&e." 

The ftatute of ift and 2d of Philip and Mary, in 1554* 
fets forth, that " notwithftanding the preceding ftatute of 
Henry the Seventh, one Juftice of Peace hath oftentimes, by 
jQuifter labour and .means* fet at large, the greateft and nota* 
bieft offenders, fuch as be not leplevifalle by the laws of this 
rcalm^ and yet, the rather to hide their affections in that be- 
half, have figned the caufe of their apprehenfion to be but 
only for fufpicion of felony, whereby the faid offenders have 
efcaped unpuniihed, and do daily, to the high difpleafure of 
Almighty God, the great peril of the King and Queen's true 
iubjtcts, and encouragement of all thieves and evil-doers j— * 

for 
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for reformation whereof be ft enaded, that no Juftice$ o^ 
Peace fhali let to bail or mainprise any fuch perfons, which* 
for any offence by them committed, be declared not to be 
replevifed or baiUd, or be forbidden to be replevifed or baiUd y 
by the ftatutc of Weftminfter the Firft; and furthermore 
that any perfons, arretted for manflaughter, felony, being 
bailable by the laWj (hall not be let to bail or mainprize, by 
any Juftices of Peace, but it the form therein after pre- 
fcribed." — In the two preceding ftatutes* the words bailable, 
replevifabU and mainpernable are ufed fynonymoufly * or pro- 
mifcuoufly to exprefs the fame (ingle intention of the legifla- 
ture, viz* not to accept of any fecurity hut the body of the offender ; 
•and when the latter ftatutc prcfcribes the form, in which per- 
fons arretted onfufpicion of felony (being bailable by the law) 
may be let to bail, it evidently fuppofes that there are fome 
cafes, not bailable by the law.'-— It may be thought perhaps, 
that I attribute to the legislature an appearance of inaccuracy 
in the ufe of terms, merely to fervemy prefent purpofe. But, 
in truth, it would make more forcibly for my argument to 
prefume that the legislature were conftantly aware of the ftri& 
, legal diftin&ion between frail and replevy \ and that they always 
meant to adhere to it f. For if it be true that replevy is by 
the Sheriffs, and bail by the higher courts at Weftminfter, 
(which I think no lawyer will deny) it follows that, when 
the legiflature exprefsly fay, that any particular offence is by 
law not baUabJe^Jkc fuperior courts are comprehended in the 
• prohibition, and bound by it. Otherwife, unlefs there was 
a pofitiveexception of the fuperior courts (which I affirm there 
never was in any ftatute relative to bail) the legiflature would 
grofsly contradict themfclves, and the manifeft intention of 
the law be evaded. It is an eftabliflied rule that, when the 
law is fpeciaL, and the reafon of it general, it is to be gene- 
rally underftood ; and though, by cuftom, a latitude* be al- 
lowed to the Court of King's Bench, (to confider circum- 
ftances indu&iveof a doubt whether the prifoner be guilty or 
innocent) if this latitude be taken as an arbitrary power to 
bail, when no circumftances whatfoever are alledged in fa- 
vour of the prifoner, it is a power without right, and a 
daring violation of the whole Englifh law of bail. 

# % Hale, p. c. 2. 124. 

f Vide 3. Inft. jco. >86.-^- << The word replevifabU never 
fignifies bailable. Bailable is in a Court of Record by the 
Ring's Juftices; biit replevifabU is by the Sheriff" 



Pol.&eg.VoUX. N 



Selden, State Tr. 7. 149. 

The 



(90) . ' ' * " 

The aft of the 31ft of Charles the Second (commonly 
called the Habeas Corpus A&) particularly declares, that it \% 
not meant to extend to treafon or felony plainly and fpecially 
exprefled in the warrant of commitment. The prifoner te 
therefore left to feek his Habeas Corpus at common law ; and 
fo far was the legiflature from iuppofing that perfons," (com- 
mitted for treafon or felony plainly and fpecially exprefled in 
the warrant of commitment ) could be let to bail by a fingle 
Judge, or by the whole Court, that this very aft provides a 
remedy for fuch perfons, in cafe they are not indifted in the 
courfe of the term or feffions fubfequent to their commil- 
mitment. The law neither fuffers them to be enlarged before 
trial,. nor to be imprifoned after the time, in which they 
ought regularly to be tried. In this cafe the law fays, " It 
ihall and may be lawful to and for the Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench and Juftices of Oyer and Terminer, or Ge- 
neral Gaol Delivery, and they are hereby required, uponono- 
tion to them made in open court, the laft day of the l*erm, 
Seffion, or Gaol Delivery, either by the prifoner or any one 
in his behalf, to fet at liberty the prifoner upon bail j unlets 
it appear to the Judges and Juftices, upon oath made, that 
the witnefles for the King could not be produced the fame ' 
T erm f Seffions, or Gaol Delivery." Upon the whole of 
. this article I obferve, i* That the provifion, made in the firft 
part of it, would be, in a great meafure, ufelefs and nuga- 
tory, if any fingle Judge might have bailed the prifoner, ex 
arbitrtO) during the vacation ; or if the Court might have 
bailed him immediately after the commencement of the term 
or Seffions.— 2. When the law fays, It Jhall and may be lawful 
•{0 bail for felony under particular circumftances, we mult 

?refume that, before the palling of that aft, it was not law- 
ul to bail under thofe qircumftances. The terms ufed by the 
legiflature are eflafibig, not declaratory* — 3. Notwithstanding 
the party may have been imprifoned during- the greateit 
part of the vacation, and during the Whole ieffion, the court 
are exprefsly forbidden to bail him from that feffion to the 
next, if oath be made that the witnefles for the King could 
not be produceq 1 that fame Term or Seffions. 

{laving faithfully dated the feveral afts of parlinment rela- 
tive to bail in criminal cafes, it may be ufeful to the reader to 
jake a (hort historical review. of the l^wofbail, through its 
various gradations and improvements. 

By the ancient common law, before* and fince the con- 
queir, all felonies were bailable, till murder was excepted by 
ftatute, fp that pcribns might be admitted to bail, before 
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fcohvi£Uon, almoft in every cafe. The ftatute of Weflminfter 
fays tbpt* bfeforc that time, it had not been determined, 
which offences were replevifable* and which were not, whe- 
ther by the common writ de homifie rrpkgiandr, or ex officio by 
the Sheriff. It is very remarkable that the abufes arifing 
from this unlimited power of replevy, dreadful as they were, 
and deftrii&ive to the peace of fociety, were* not cof refied or 
taken notice of by the legifiature, until the Commons of the 
kingdom had obtained a fhare in it by their reprefentatives ; 
but the Hoafe of Commons had fcarce begun to exift, when 
thefe formidable abufes were corre&ed by the ftatute of 
Weftminfter. It is highly probable that the mifchief had 
been feverely felt by the people, although no remedy had been 
provided for it by the Norman Kings or Barons #. " The 
iniquity of the times was fo great; asit even forced the fub- 
jc£b» to forego that, which was in account a great liberty, 
to flop the courfe of a growing mifchief." The preamble to 
the ftatutes, made by the firft. parliament of Edward the Firft, 
afligns the reafon of calling it, " fbecaufe'the people had 
been otherwife entreated than they ought to'be, the peace 
lefe kept, the laws Jefs tried, 'and offenders iefs punijhid than 
they ought to he* by reafon whereof the people feared lefs to 
offend ;" agd. the firft attempt to reform thefe various abufes 
was by cpnua&ing the power of replevying felons. 
, For above two centuries following, it does not appear that 
any alteration was made. in the law of hail, except that being 
taken ivith vert or venifon was declared to be equivalent to in- 
di&ment. The legifiature adhered firmly to the fpirit of the 
ftatute of Weftminfter. The ftatute of 27th of Edward the 
Firft dire&s the Juftices of Affize* to enquire and punifli offi* 
cers bailing fuch.as were not latlable. As for the Judges o\ 
the fuperipr;COurU, lit is:: probable that, inthofe days, they 
thought therofeives bound by the obvious intent and meaning 
of the legislature. : TheJ confidered not fo • much to what 
particular, perfons the prohibition was addreflfed, as what the 
thing was, which the legiftarure meant to prohibit, well know- 
ing that in Jaw, quando aliqutd probibetur 9 probibetur et omne y 
per quod devenitur at Mud. " When any thing is forbidden, 
all the means, by which the fame thing may be compaffed 
or done, ate equally forbidden." 

By the ftatute of Richard the Third, the power of bailing 
was a little enlarged. Every Juftice of Peace wa3 autho- 
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*ifed to bail for felony ; but they were exppe&ly coflfeied fo 
perfons arretted on light fufpiaon ; and even this power, (o li- 
mited, was fo«nd to produce fuch inconveniences rhat, in x 
three years after, the legiflature found it neceffary to repeal: 
it. Inftead of trufting any longer to a fiitgle Juftice of 
Peace, the aft of jd Henry VII. repeals the preceding ad, 
and directs, <c that noprifoner, (of thafi who are mainpernable 
fry the law) (ball be let to bail or mainprife,. by kfs than two 
Juftkres, whereof one to be of the Quorum/' And fo indif- 
penfably neceffary was this provrfion thought, for the admi- 
niftration of juftice, and for the fecurity and peace of fociety, 
that, at this time an oath was prppofed by the King to be 
taken by the Knights and Efquhes of his household,, by the 
Members of the Houfe of Commons, and by the Peers fpiri- 
tual and Temporal, and accepted and i worn to quafi una voce 
by them all, which, among other engagements, binds them, • 
" not to let any man to bail or mainprife, knowing and 
deeming him to oe a felon, upon your honour and worfhip. 
So help you God and aH Saints. *" 

In about half a century however even tbefe provifiona 
were found infufficient. The aft of Henry the Seventh was 
evaded, and the legiflature once more obliged to interpofe* 
The aft of ift and 2d of Philip and Mary takes away intirery 
from the Juftkes all power of bailing for offences declared ,»«* 
bailable by the ftatute of Wefhmnfter. 

The illegal imprifonment of feveral perfons, who had re* 
fufed to contribute to a loan exacted by Charles the Firfr, and 
the delay of Habeas Corpus and fubfequent refufal to bail them* 
conftituted one of the firft and moft important grievances of 
that reign. Yet when the Houfe of Commons, which met 
in the year 1628, refolved upon meafures of the moft firm 
and ftrenuous refiftance to the power of imprifonment aflumed 
by the king or privy council, and to the refufal of bail the 
party on the- return of the Habeas Corpus* they did exprtfsly,. 
in all their refolutions, make an exception of commitments,, 
where the caufeof the reftraint was expreffed, and did by law 
juftify the commitment. The reafbn of the diftin&ion is, 
that whereas when the caufe of commitment is exprefled, the 
crime is then known, and the offender muft be brought to the 
ordinary trial; if, on the contrary, no caufe of commitment 
be expreffed, and the prifoner be thereupon remanded, it may 
operate to perpetual imprifonment. This conteft with 
Charles the Firft produced the act of the 16th of that king, 

# Parliamentary Hiftory, 2. 418. 
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Sy which the court of King's Bench arc directed, within throe 
dkys after the return to the Habeas Corpus to examine find de- 
termine the legality of any cornoiit^neji^ by the king or privy 
council, and to do what to juftict Jhah I appertain m dfliyejrir)|r, 
bailing, or rtufandwg the grUoiier.-^Afofly, it feems, ,it isun- 
ueceflary for the judge to do what appertains to. juftice. Th*e 
lame fcandalous traffic, in which we have feen the privilege 
of parliament earned or relaxed, to gratify the prefent hu- 
inour^ or to ferve the immediate, purpofe of the crown, is; in^ * 
troduced into the adn^iniftration of ju^ce. The rnagifoajaj, 
k fecms, has now no rule to, follow, bu£ the duftate* pf v -per- 
ibpal enmity, xuticoialpaiiiaiiry,. or perhaps thcmpftp/oftt- 
tuted corruption , ... 

To compleat this hiftorical inquiry, it onjy rereads to 
be obferved <havthe. Habeas Carpus aft of aift of Charles- the 
Setoiid, fo juftly confidered as another Magna. Charta of 
the kingdom* " extends only to the cafe of commitments for 
luch criminal charge, as can produce no inconvenience to 
public juftice by a temporary enlargement of the prifoner," 
•—So careful were the kgiflature, at the very moment when: 
they were providing for the liberty of the fubjc&^jsipt to fun* • 
xiiln any colour or pretence for violating or evading the efta^ 
felilhed law of bail in the higher criminal offences. But thf 
exception, itated in the body of the a#, puts the matter out 
of all doubt. After directing the judges how they are to pro- 
ceed to the difcharge of the prisoner uppp regognifance and 
furety, having regard to the quality of the -prifaner ,aud ma- 
ture of the offence, it is exprefely added, u unlefs it ibalt ap- 
pear to the faid Lord Chancellor, &c. that the party, fo coxa* 
xnitted, is detained for fuch matters, or offences, for the 

Which., BY TUB LAW THE PRISONER IS NOT BAILABLE. 

When the laws, plain of thcmfelves, are thus illuftrated 
by favSts, their uniform meaning eftabltfbed by hiftory, we 
do not want the authority of opinions, however f efpq&able, 
to inform our judgement or to confirm our belief. But I am 
determined that you fhall have no efcape. Authority of eve*- 
ry fort&all be produced againft you, from Jacob to I^orACoh^ 
from the dictionary to the clafiic— In vain {hall you appeal 
from thofe upright judges, whom you difdain to imitate, to 
thofc whom you have made your example. With one voice, 
they all condemn you. 

" To be taken with the Maner is where a thief, having ftelen 
any thing, is taken with the fame about him, as it weje in 

• Blackftone, 4. 137. 
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his hands, which is called flagrante delitlo. Such a criminal . 
is not bailable by law. ""'-Jacob, under the word Maner. 

4 * Thofe who arc taken with sl maner, are excluded, by the 
ftatute of Weftminfter, from the benefit of a replevin." — * 
Hawkins. P\ C. 2.98. • 

• <c Of fuch heinous offences no one, -who is flotorioufly 
guilty, feems to be bailable by the intent of this ftatute. ,, — - 
Ditto 2; 99. 

* c The common pra&ice, and allowed general rule is, that 
bail is-only then proper where it ftands indifferent whether the 
party Were guilty or innocent."— Do, Do. 

44 There is no doubt but that the bailing of a perfon, who 
isnot .bailable by law, is punifhable, either at common law as 
a negligent efcape, or as an offence againft the feveral ftatute* 
'relative to bail."— Do. 89. 

* " It 'cannot be doubted but that," neither the judges 6f 
this, no* of any other fuperior court of juftice, are ftri&ljr 
within the purview of thatftatute, yet they will always, in their 
difcrttion, pay a due regard to it, - and not admit a perfon to 
bail, who is cxprekly declared by it irreplevi fable, without 
fome particular circumjlance in his favour \ and therefore it feem» 
difficult to find an inltance, where perfon s, attainted of felony, 
or notoriously guilty of treafon and manflaughter, &c. by 
their own confeffion, or otherwife, have been admitted to the 
benefit of bail, without fome fpecial motive to the court to 
grant it." Do. 114. 

" If it appears that any man hath injury or wrong by his 
iirrprifonment, we have power to deliver and discharge him 5 
—if other wife, he is to be remanded by us to priibn again." 
—Lord Cb. J. Hyde. State Trials. 7. 115. 

" The ftatute of Weftminfter was especially for dire&ion 
to the flieriffs and others, but to fay courts of juftice are ex- 
cluded from this ftatute, I conceive it cannot be." — Attorney 
General Heath. Do. 132. 

« The court, upon view of the return, judgeth of the fuf- 
ficiency or infufficiency of it. If they think the prifoner in 
law to be bailable, he is committed to the Marfhal and bailed ; 
if not, he is remanded." — Through that whole debate the 
objedion, on the part of the prifoners, was, that no caufe of 
commitment was expreffed in the warrant ; but it was uni- 
formly admitted by their council that, if the caufe of com- 
mitment had been exprefled for treafon or felony, the court 
would then have done right in remanding them. 

The Attorney General having urged before a committee of 
both Houfes, that, in Beckwith's cafe and others, the Lords 
of the council fent a letter to the court of King's Bench to bail ; 
it Wis replied by the managers for the Houfe of Commons 

tha* 



t 



( 95 ) 

that this was of no moment, " for that either the prifoner was 
bailable by the law, or not bailable;— if bailable by the law, then 
he was to be bailed without any fuch letter; — if not bailable 
Jby the law, then plainly the Judges could not have bailed him 
upon the letter, without breach of their oath, which is, that they 
pre to 4o juftice according to the law, &c. State Trials. 7. 175* 

" So that, in bailing upon fuch offences of the higheft na- 
fure, a kind of difcretion, rather than a conftant law, hath 
been exercifed, when it (lands wholly indifferent in the eye of 
the court, whether the prifoner be guilty or not." . Selderu 
St.Tr. 7. 2^0, 1. 

" I deny that a man is always bailable, when imprifon- 
jnent U impofed upon him for cuftody." Attorney General 
Heathy do. 238. — By thefe quotations from the State Trials* 
fhough otherwife not of authority, it appears plainly that, in 
regard to bailable ox not bailable, a.l parties agreed in admitting 
one proportion as incontrovertible. 

4C In reldc'.ci to capital offences there are efpecially thefe 
aits of parliament that are the common landmarks* touching 
offences bailable or not baihble:" Hale 2. P.C. 127. The 
^numeration includes the feveral acts cited in this paper. 

" Perfons, taken With the manouvre, are not bailable, be- 
paufe it is furium manife/lum." Hale 2. P. C 133. 

" The writ of Habeas Corpus is of a high nature ; for if 
perfons be wrongfully committed, they are to be difcharged 
upon this writ returned ; or, if bailable, they are to be bailed ; 
.- — if not bailable, they are to be committed" Hale 2. P. C, 143. 
This doctrine of Lord Chief Juftice Hale refers immediately 
to the fuperior courts from whence the writ iflues.— " After 
jhe return is filed, the court is either to difcharge, or bail, or 
commit him, as the nature of the caufe requires/' Hale 2, 
P.C. 146. 

.** If bail be granted, otherv/ife than the law alloweth, the 
party that alloweth the fame, fhall be fined, imprifoned, ren- 
der damages, or forfeit his place as the cafe fliall require.'*, 
$ilden by N. Bacon. 182. 

" This induces, an able lute neceffity of expreffing, upon 
*very commitment, the reafon for which it is made; that the 
court, upon a Habeas Corpus, may examine into its validity, 
and, according to the circwnftances of the cafe, may difcharge, 
ijidipit to bail, ox remand the prifanei;." Black/tone. 3. 133. 

" Marriot was committed for forging indorfetnents upon 
Bank bills, and upon a Habeas Corpus, was bailed, becaufe 
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the crime Was only a great mifdemeanor ;--.far though the 
forging the bills be felony, yet forging the indorfement is 
aok." Salkeld. i. *q4. 

♦* ApTpell de Mahem, &c. ideo nQ fuit leffe a bailie, nicnt 
plus que appell de robbery ou murder; quod nota, et que in 
robry «t mucder fe partie n eft baillable/' Bro. Mainprije* 
bj* • 

'< The intendment of the law in bails is, quod fat indiffh- 
renier whether he be guilty or no ; but, when he is convift 
by vcrdifior confeffion, then he muft be deemed in law to be 
guilty of the felony, and therefore not bailable at alf" Coke. 
2. Inft. 181.— 4- 178. 

44 Biil is qteandofat indiffer 'enter ', and not when the offence 
is open and manifeft." , %tnft. 189. 

** In this cafe nonfat indtfferenter whether he be guilty dr 
no, being taken with the maner y that is, with the things fto- 
len, as it were in his hand." Do. do. 

" If it appearcth that his imprifonment be juft and law- 
ful, hejhall be remanded to the former gaoler ; but, if it fha'll 
appear to the court that he was imprifoned againft the law of 
the land, they ought, by force of this ftatute, to deliver him ; 
-if it be dmbtful) and under confideration, he may be bailed/* 
2. Injt. 55. , 

It is unneceflary to load the reader with an/ farther quota- 
tions. If thefe authorities are not deemed fufficient to efta- 
bliih the dodrines maintained in this paper, it will be in vain 
to appeal to the evidence of law-books, or to the opinions of 
Judges. They are not the authorities, by which Lord Mans- 
field trill abide. He aflumcs an arbitrary power of doing 
right -, and, if he does wrong, it lies only between God and 
his confcience. 

Now, my Lord, although I have great faith, in the pre- 
ceding argument, I will not fay, that every minute part of 
it is abfolutely invulnerable. I am too well acquainted with 
the f>ra£tke ef a certain court, directed by your example, as 
it is governed by your authority, to think thefe ever yet was 
an argument, however conformable to law and reafon, in 
which a cunning, quibbling attorney might not difcover a 
flaw. But, taking the whole of it together, I affirm that it 
c<mftuuusa mafs of demonftration, than which nothing more 
con*pteat or fatisfa&ory can be offered to the human mind. 
H#W an evafive, indirect reply will Aand with your reputa- 
tion, or how far it will anftver in point of deffence at the bar 
of the Houfe of Lords, is worth your confideration. If, after 
all that has been fstid, it fhall ftill be maintained* that the 
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tourt of king's Bench, in bailing felons^ are exempted frorft 
all legal rulesVhatfoever, and that th,e Judge has. no direc* 
tion to purfue, but his private affe&ions, or mere linqueftiori- 
able will and pleafure, it will follow plainly, that the diftinc- 
tion between bailable and not bailable ^ uniformly exprefled by 
the legiflature, current through all our law-books, and ad- 
mitted by all our great lawyers without exception, is in one 
fenfe a nugatory, in' another a pernicious diftindtion. It is 
nugatory, as it fuppofes a difference in the bailable quality of 
bffences, when, in effefl:, the diftinclion refers only to the rank 
of the magiftrate. It is pernicious, as it implies a rule of law* 
which yet the Judge is not bound to pay the leaft regard to, and 
imprefles an idea upon the minds of the people, that the judge 
is wifer and greater than the laW P 

It remains only to apply the law, thus dated, to the faft in 
iqueftion. By an authentic copy of the mittimus it appears 
that John Eyre was committed for felony, plainly and fpeci- 
ally expreffed in the warrant; of commitment. lie was 
charged before Alderman Halifax by the oaih of Thomas 
Fielding, William Holder, William Payne, and William 
Naih, \ox felonioufly Jledling eleven quires of writing-paper, va- 
lue fix (hillings, the property of Thomas Beach, &c. — by 
the examinations, upon oath, of the four perfons mentioned . 
in the mittimus^ it was proved, that large quantities of paper 
had been miffed, and that eleven quires (previoufly marked 
from a fufpicibn that Eyre was the thief) were found upon 
him. Many other quires of paper, marked in the fame mari- 
ner, were found at his lodgings; and, after he had been 
tome time in Wood-ftreet Compter, a key was found in his • 
room there, which appeared to be a key to the clofet at 
Guildhall, from whence the paper was ftolen. When afked 
what he had to fay in his defence, his only Anlwer was, / 
hope you will bail me. Mr. fiolder, the Clerk, replied, That 
is impojfible. There never was an in/lance of it, when the Jfolat 
goods were found upon the thief The Lord Mayor was then 
applied to, and refufed to Dail'him.-^-Of all th'efe circum- 
ftances it Was your duty to have informed yourfelf minutely* 
The facl: Was remarkable, arid the chief magiftrate of th4 
city of London Was known to have refufed to bail the offen- 
der. To juftify your compliance with the felicitations of 
your three countrymen, it fhould be proved that fuch alle- 
gations Were offered to you in behalf of their aflbciate, a$ 
honeftly arid bona fide reduced it to a matter of doubt and in- 
difference whether the prifoner was innocent or guilty.—* 
Was any thing offered by the Scotch triurnvirat* that tended 
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to invalidate the pofitive charge made a gain ft him by four 
credible witnefles upon oath i — Was it even infinuated toyou^ 
either by himfelf or his bail, that no felony was committed; 
*—6r that be was not the felon ;~>-that the ftolen good* 
were not found upon him ;— or that he was only the re- 
ceiver, not knowing them to be ftolen ? — Or, in fliort, did 
they attempt to produce any evidence of his infanity? — To all 
thefc queftions, I anfwer for you* without the leaft fear of con- 
tradiction, pofuively,NO« From the moment he was arretted, 
he never entertained any hope of acquittal ; therefore thonght 
of nothing but of obtaining bail, that he might have time to 
fettle his affairs, convey his fortune into another country, 
and fpend the remainder of his life in comfort and affluence 
abroad. In this prudential fcheme of future happinefs, the 
Lord Chief Juftice of England moft readilyand heartily con- 
curred. At the fight of fo much viitue in diftrefs, your na- 
tural benevolence took the alarm. Such a man as Mr. Eyre, 
flruggling with adverfuy, muft always be an interefting 
fcene to Lord Mansfield .-*-Or was it that liberal anxiety, by 
which your whole life has been diftinguifhed, to enlarge the 
liberty of the fubje& ?— My Lord, we did not want this new 
inftance of the liberality of your principles. We already 
knew what kind'of fubjecls they were, for whpfe libeity you were 
anxious. At all events, the public are much indebted to you 
for fixing a price, at which felony may be cpmmiued with 
impunity. You bound a felon, notorioufly worth thirty 
thoufand pounds, in the fum of three hundred. With your 
natural turn to equity, and knowing, as you are, in the 
do&rine of precedents, you undoubtedly meant to fettle the 
proportion between the fortune of the felon, and the fine, by 
which he may compound for his felony. The ratio now 
upon record, and tranfmitted to pofterity under the aufpices 
of Lord Mansfield, is exaclly one to an hundred.— -My Lord, 
without intending it, you have laid a cruel reftraint upon the 
genius of your countrymen.. In the warmefl: indulgence of 
their paflions, they have an eye to the expence, and if their 
ocher virtues fail us, we have a refource in their ceconomy. 

By taking fo trifling a fccurity from John Eyre, you invit- 
ed and manifeftly exhorted him to efcape. Although, in 
bailable cafes, it be ufual to take four f*curities, you left 
him in the cuftody of three Scotchmen, whom he might have 
eafily fatisfied for conniving at his retreat. That he 
did not make ufe of the opportunity you induftrioufly gave 
him neither juftifies your conduct, nor can it be any way 
accounted for, butby his exceffiveand monftrous avarice. Any 
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other man, but this bofom-friend ofthree Scotchmen, would 
gladly have facrificed a few hundred pounds, rather than fub- 
mit to the infamy of pleading guilty in open court. It is pof- 
fible indeed that he might have flattered himfelf, an<l not 
unreafonably, with the hopes of a pardon. That he would 
have been pardoned feems more than probable, if I had not 
directed the public attention to the leading ftej) you took in 
favour of him. In the prefent gentle reign, we well know 
what ufe has been made of the lenity of the* court and of the 
mercy of the crown. The Lord Chief Jultice of England 
accepts -of the hundredth part of the property of a felon taken 
in the fa&, as a recognizance for his appearance. Your bro- 
ther Smytbe brow-beats a jury, and forces them to alter their 
verdift, by which they had found a Scotch ferjeant guilty of 
murder; and though the Kennedies were convicted of a mod: 
deliberate and atrocious murder, they (till had a claim to the 
royal mercy. — They were faved by the chaftity of their con- 
nexions.~They had a fifter,-— yet it was not her beauty, but 
the pliancy of her virtue that recommended her to the King.— 
The holy author of our religion was feen in the company of 
finners ; but it was his gracious purpofe to convert them from 
their (ins. Another man, who in the ceremonies of our faith 
might give leflbns to the great enemy of it, upon different 
principles keeps much the fame company. - He advertifes for 
patients, collects all the difeafes of the heart, and turns a 
royal palace into an hofpital for incurables.— A marl of ho- 
nour has no ticket of admiffion at St. James's. They receive 
him, like a virgin at the Magdalen's; — Go tfou 9 and do like- 
wife. 

My charge againft you is now made good, Khali however be 
ready to aniwer or to fubmit to fair obje&icns. If, whenever 
this matter (hall be agitated, you fuffer the doors of the Houfe 
of Lords to be fhut, I now proteft, that I ihall confider you as 
having made no reply. From that moment, in the opinion of 
the world, vqu will (land felf-convi&ed. Whether your 
reply be quibbling and evafive, or liberal and in point, will 
be matter for the judgment of your peers 5— -but if, when 
every poflible idea of difrefpeft to that noble Houfe, (in whole 
honour and juftice the nation implicitly confides) is here 
moft folemnly difclaimed, yoafliould endeavour to reprefent 
this charge, as a contempt of their authority, and move their 
Lordfliips to cenfure the publisher of this paper, I then ainrm 
that you fupport injuftice by violence, that you are guilty of 
a heinous aggravation of your offence, and that you contri- 

O % but© 



( 100 ) 

Vute your utrnoft influence to promote, on the part of th« 
bigheft coirt of judicature, a pofitive denial of juftice to the 

natiqn. 

JUNIUS, 

■* - ■' ■ i' " i '■■ 

To the Right Honourable Lord CAMP EN. 

My Lord, 

ITurn with pleafure, from that barren wafte, in which no 
falurary plant takes root, no verdure quickens, to a cha- 
racter fertile, as I willingly believe, in every great and good qua- 
jibcation, I call upon you, in the name of the Englifti nation* 
to ftand forth in defence of the laws of your country, and to 
exert, in the caufe of truth and juftice, thofe great abilities, 
with which you were entrufted for the benefit of mankind. 
To afecrtain the fa£ts, fet forth in the preceding paper, it 
may be necefiary to call the perfons, mentioned in the mitti- 
mus * to the bar of the Houfe of Lords. If a. motion for that 
purpofe fhould be reje&ed, we (hall know what to think of 
Lord Mansfield's innocence. The legal argument is fub- 
mitted to your Lordfliip's judgment. After the noble ftand 
you made againft Lord Mansfield upon the queftion of libel, 
we did exped that you would not have fuffered that matter to 
Jiave remained undetermined. But it was faid that Lord 
Chief Juftice Wilmot had been prevailed upon to vouch for an 
opinion of the late Judge Yates, which was fuppofed to make 
againft you ; and we admit of the excufe. When fuch de- 
teftable arts are employed to prejudge a queftion of right, it 
might have been imprudent, at that time, to have brought }% 
to a decifion. In the prefent inftance you will have no fuch 
oppofition to contend with. If there be a judge, or law- 
yer of any note in Weftminfter-hall, who (hall be daring 
enough to affirm that,, according to the true intendment of the 
laws of England, a felon, taken with the matter, inflagranti 
deliflo, is bailable ; or that the difcretion of an Engliih Judge 
is merely arbitrary, and not governed by rules of law, — I 
fhould be glad to be acquainted with him. Whoever he be, 
I will tafce care that he (hall not give you much trouble. 
Your Lordfliip's chara&er affures me that you will aflume 
that principal p3rt, which belongs to youj in fupporting the 
laws of England againft a wicked Judge, who makes it the 
occupation of his life, to mifinterpret and pervert them. If 
you decline this honourable office, I fear it will be faid that, for 
fome months paft, you have kept too much company with 
t|i$ })u}ce otQrafarji When the conceit turns upon the in- 
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terpretation of the laws, you cannot, without a formal fur- 
render of all your reputation, yield the^poft of honour even to 
Lord Chatham. Confidering the fituation and abilities of 
Lord Mansfield, I do not fcruple to affirm, with the mod fo- 
lemn appeal to God for my fincerity, that in my judgment, 
he is the very worft and moft dangerous man in the kingdom. 
Thus far I have done my duty in endeavouring to bring hint 
to punifhment. But mine is an inferior, miniiterial office in 
the temple of juftice.— I have bound the victim, and dragged 
him to the altar. 

JUNIUS. 



[ To the worthy LIVERYMEN of the City ^LONDON. 

Guildhall, Jan. 21, 1772. 
Gentlemen, 

THE dignity of the office, which your favour conferred 
upon me, forbids my engaging in a news-paper con- 
troverfy, begun in a moft unbecoming manner, and carried 
on with little argument, but much indecent paffion, by fuch 
men as Mr. Robert Holloway, Mr. W. F. Jackfon, ar»4 
Mr. James Stephen. The grofs perfonal abufe, with which 
the prefs has fpawned for many weeks, I regarded with con- 
tempt ; but the ftrongdefire I feel at all times to give you the 
fulleft information of my public conduct, and of the faithful 
execution of thofe powers, with which I am entrwfted, will 
not fuffer me any longer to remain filent, or to leave t^eir 
calumnies un refuted. 

I am accufed of violating the laws by permitting the bai- 
liffs to apprehend perfons, for debt, and afterwards continu- 
ing them in prifon, by the authority of my office. Thp 
charge againft me perfonally is highly aggravated by thefe 
pen from the circumftancc of my having formerly Jloo^ 
forth in defence of the perfonal rights of the fubjecl againft 
General JVarrant: % and the frightful picture of the cruel con r 
finement of many objects, now languifhing in prifon ft?r 
debt by my abufe of power, thence receives a very deep and 
black colouring, and indeed from the contraft becomes tb$ 
more ftriking and tragically alarming. The prefer*: pom- 
plaint however is not an ingenious difcovcry (irtt broa^che^ 
in my Sheriffalty, nor has the queftion of the unlawfulness 
of imprifonment for debt been ftartcd as a new matter of 4«r 
bate and uncertainty fiqce { was lworn into office. In No- 
vember, 
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vetaber, 1770, thetncrits of the cafe on the petition of thefe 
men were argued before the Judges of the, Court of King's 
Bench. They were unanimous in the opinion, that^he law 
4>f the land juftified imprifonment for debt* and then remand- 
ed to prifon a debtor, who was brought before them by Ha- 
beas Corpus on purpofe to try this very qucftion. At the 
fame time they pointed out to the unhappy prifoners the .only 
poffiblc relief they could receive, an application to parlia- 
ment for the aheration of the laws now actually in force re- 
fpe&ing debtors, I have not heard that any fuch application 
has yet been made, or that my predeceflbrs in office were 
ferved with actions for falfe imprifonment, becaufe they 
obeyed the cuftomary writs of a fuperior Court of Jufticc. 
The qu eft ion was long agitated, and in a variety of fhapes, 
but that litigious mode of proceeding was deferred to the 
year of my Sheriffalty, by the fubtle contrivance of a wicked 
and vindictive Adminiftration. It was referved as a mark of 
vengeance againft me, the devoted victim of f their malice. I 
do not intend, Gentlemen, at your fair and impartial bar to 
avail myfelf of the plea, that if I had taken upon me to releafe 
all debtors iii this city and county, imprifoned by the ancient 
procefs of law, I fhould have been liable to innumerable ac- 
tions for efcapes, and to the payment of their refpective 
debts. I defpife the cowardly meannefs of fuch a defence. 
J have never flirurik from any danger in the fupport of the 
Jaws of my country. But I aver that upon a clofe examina- 
tion of the ftatute law of this kingdom, the deliberate judg- 
ment of one of our ftperior courts of juftice, and the private 
f opinion of the foundeft lawyers, whom I consulted, I thought 
it my duty to direct the ufual warrants to iffue in my name, 
as a minilterial officer of law. I could not think myfelf juf- 
tified, from a motive of companion, which in every cafe of 
diftrefs I feel, but in this had no right to indulge, if I had 
ventured to commit a mknifeft injury againft a great number 
of creditors, who were purfuing the accuftomed courfe of 
actions at law for the recovery of their property. I was not 
to decide en the wifdom or equity of the law. My province 
was to obey, when it appeared clear and certain. My bro- 
ther Sheriff, than whom Freedom has not a firmer friend, 
agreed with me in opinion of the law, as it now ftand«, and 
of the duty of our office. The fentiments of the whole le- 
giflative body on this fubjeft have been demonftrated from 
time to Jime by the frequent acts for the Relief of Infilvent 
Debtors* ont of which paffed in this parliament. Although, 
an infamous majority in the Houfe of Coaimojtvs robbed the 
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Freeholders of Middlefex of their right of representation f and 
of confequence deprived me of the fatisfa&ion of giving my 
vote for' fo merciful an a£t. I rejoiced that the rigour of the 
law was mitigated by the interpolation of parliament. I hope 
that fuch an aft will foon pafs to operate regularly at ftatcd, 
fhort periods, under certain reftri&ions, or that we (hall have 
an entire, new code of laws, refpecting debtors, to reconcile 
the rights of a free people, with the interefts of the moft 
commercial country in the world. Yet while the law re- 
mains in its prefent ftate, I think it incumbent on a good; 
fubjedt not to obftrudt its operations, but to yield a ready 
obedience. 

The words of the Great Charter I hold facred, " No 
Freeman (hall be taken, or imprifoned, or be dffieifed of hi* 
freehold, or liberties, or free cuftoms, but by lawful judg- 
ment of his peer?, or by the law of the land," and permit 
me to allure you, that, while I continue in office, through 
the extent of the jurifdiftion you have affigned to me, no- 
perfon (hall fufrer an illegal imprifonment. I acknowledge 
no authority but what is founded on the laws and the confti- 
tution. As a private man, I was engaged for many years in 
an important ftruggle for the liberty of the fubje& againft the 
great officers of the crown. It was at length terminated by 
the annihilation of the power, which they had ufurped. I am 
at this time armed with your authority to withftand every en- 
croachment on the perfon al rights and privileges of my fellow 
fubje&s in this city and the county of Middlefex. They 
fhall therefore now find relief in the moft effectual and fum- 
mary way. I (hould blufli, if any perfon fuffered an injury,' 
which I had the power but wanted the fpirit, to redrefs. If 
illegal violence fliall be exercifed, I will oppofe it with vi- 
gour, (hould the ufurpation originate from any man, or body 
of men., however refpefiable, or be fupported by any power, 
however formidable. The law alone fhall determine on thef 
liberty of each individual, nor (hall the wanton caprice of a 
wretched fet of defpotic minifters fport with the imprifon- 
ment of their equals, the Freemen of this land. A very 
(hort period (hall be put to fuch lawlefs oppreffion. I ant 
happy in the hearty concurrence of my worthy colleague, 
with refpefl: to the whole plan of future conduit. We reft in 
an entire confidence that we (hall experience your fteady fup- 
port in the due execution of our ofRce. On my own part I 
firmly promife, that through life I will continue the guardian 
of the laws, and the friend of the people. The fame arbi- 
trary faftion, who *helaft winter trampled on the privileges 
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ctf the nation, and the franchifes of the capital, ftill continu* 
ing in power, and this day being to refume their baneful and 
dangerous deliberations, we may fbon expe& a like atrocious 
invafion of our rights. Prudence therefore calls loudly upon 
us to unite and prepare for a defence of whatever is moft dear 
to us as men, as Englifhmen, againfl: thefe common enemies 
of our liberties. I am fure you will not be wanting to your 
own honour and fecurity, to the glory of your anceftors* and 
the welfare of your pofterity. In vour Sheriffs you will find 
men determined to ferve you with fidelity and fpirit, and zea- 
lous to obey the commands of the Livery of London, 
lam, Gentlemen, &c* 

JOHN WILKES. 

» ■ — - — r*» ' » ' . ' ' •" 

HOUSE of LORDS of IRELAND 

Die Mercuril 18 die Decembris 1 77 1. 

A MOTION was made by .the Lord Viscount Mount- 
X\. morres, that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, reprefenting, that it is the opinion of this Houfe, 
|,hat the appointment which his Majefty has been advifed to 
make, of five Member of Parliament, to examine and pafs 
certain of .the accounts of this kingdom, with the powers 
fpecified in his Majefty's letters, dated the 31ft of October, 
J 771*. the prefent cyrcumftances of this country being con- 
fidered, is unneceflary and inexpedient, and praying that his 
Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to dire<$ his Attorney-Ge- 
neral, to caufe the legality of faid appointment to be tried 
according to due courfe of law. 

It palled in the negative, 
Dijfcntient* 

ift, Becaufe we conceive that the appointment of live nev* 
commiflioners for examining and perfecting the imprefted, ot 
extraordinary accounts of this kingdom, is unnecessary, in- 
afmuch as the ancient commiffioners appear to have been 
deemed fuffictnt for fome centuries paft, and to have been Co 
held by his Majefty's minifters in both kingdoms at his accef- 
fion; and even at a later period, viz. in 1766, when his Mfc* 
jefty's. laft appointment of the faid commiflioners was made* 
requiring them to ftate and examine all thepublicaccountsibur; 
times, inftead of ,once in the year) fince which time it can-< 
not be pretended that, any increafe in that depart men t*. $$ 
in the othpr public occupations of the faid. commiffioners^ 
hath ar.ifrn, to require fuch a new eftablifliment; as that ja 
queftion j and we think it might imply an unm$rifeji ceo<- 
Cum on the eminent perfons who at prefent cbnfiitute the 
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imlenicoffltnfffiori; if the neceffity of fucli new arrangement 
were now, fo* the firft time, id be difcovercd and ad- 
mitted. 

aitftyi Bccaufc it is to fee prefinrted, if the old board had 
not been deemed By his Majeflfy'inTfinifters to be fully fufficient, 
that they would not have rendered it lefs fo, by fuffering it to 
be deprived of one of its members, vifc. the Chancellor ofthi 
ExthefMri Who doth hot refide in this kingdom, nor execute' 
any pare of the duty of that office ; and we conceive, if an/ 
insufficiency in the old board could rcafonably be alledged, ill 
confequence of the avocations of the other great officers of 
the law, Who compofe it, v that it hiight and ought to be re- 
taedicd* by ordering the chancellor of the exchequer to at- 
tend, whereby infttad of loading this country with a new ex- 
pence; the falary of that office Would circulate within this 
kingdom; whereas now It is expended abroad* 

3dly, Beeaufe' the n^edffity of this appointment, if any, 
muft arife either from the arrear of unpafled accounts hereto- 
fore incarred, and which is the) only argument we have heard 
in fupport of this new eftablifliment, or it muft arife from the 
natuie and extent of our accounts refpfecTring the future. 
Now, firft, Wfe conceive that the new comnliffioners are di-' 
re&ed fo call before them; not fuch perfons'as have, but fuch 
tejhdll receive any fuiri or Turns by way of impreft, that is, 
to a& foHfce future, and not for the pail, and that therefore 
the neceflity df thefe new commiffioners cannot be maintained 
on the grouftdof an arrear, which they are not directed to exa- 
mine and fettle i moreover, we think, that even if they were 
to hav"e a retrofpe&j it is'utterly abfurd to eftablifli a per- 
manent board for all time future, for the occafional purpofe 
' of fettling an arrear incurred in time ptaft ; a temporary appoint- 
ment being fufficient for fuch a temporary office, whereby the 
expence to the public would ceafe with the occafion which 
produced it* Again, as to our accounts in future, we think 
i: cannot be* denied* that one Board of Commiffioners of ac- 
counts would be fufficient to difcharge the whole buftnefs, 
If properly conftituted 3 now, either the old board 19 fo con- 
ftituted, or it is not j if it is fo conftituted, it is fufficient, 
and another is unneceffary $ if it is not fo conftituted,. either it 
ought to be corrected, if capable of being. rendered fufficient, or 
if incapable thereof, it ought to be abolifhed by due authority ; 
and one board properly regulated and fufficient, fubftituted in 
its room ; whereas the prefent meafure of government is to/ 
do neither; for* it is to continue the old Board in its antient 
form, when, if ft is inefficient, is abfurd ; and to add another 
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to d# part of^fts duty, which is abfurd, if it be not infuffi- 
cient. It propofes, in a word, not that we would have one 
board properly regulated and fufficient, but that we fhould 
have two, each of which (hall be fo contrived as to ^e at 
le*ft feparatcly inadequate, and that not for the purpofe of 
the one being' a check and contrOul on the other, but wholly 
independent and diftin&, which can be . produ&ive of evil 
confequences only, as we apprehend, without one be- 
nefit. 

4tbly, Bccaufe we think it to be inexpedient, inaf- 
nvuch as no new expence that can be avoided, ought to be 
incurred, at a period, when from the growing difficulties of 
the public, the wifdom of parliament hath found it neceffary, 
both in the fcflions of 1769, and in the prefent feflion, to re- 
duce very coniiderably, the fum ufually expended on the in- j 
ternal improvement of the kingdom, and towards the fupport i\ 
of its great charitable foundations ; when,, notwithstanding v 
fuch a retrenchment, government was obliged to borrow in 1 
the two I a ft years 130,0001. in aid of the general revenue ; 1 
when the next two years fcem to threaten a (till greater en- 
creafe of national debt, the commons have deemed it neceflary 
to vote in this feflion, a loan of 2oo,oool. in aid of. the 
general revenue, for the ordinary fervice of the two years en- 
iulng ; when his majefty's revenue, by decay of trade, and 
credit is declining, when notwithstanding this Gauntry is 
more heavily burthened in proportion to her ability than 
Great Britain : and, not with {landing that the taxes of this 
kingdom exceed in their annual amount the whole circulating 
fpecieof the nation, yet the expence of the public is greatly 
fuperior to the reyenue thereof. Even though the latter 
fhould rife again to as high an amount as it hath reached, at 
any period heretofore, which we cannot promife to ourfelvft) 
at prefent that it will ; when, unlefs, inftead of encreafingt 
we (hall diminifli^the public charges, this kingdom will in- 
cur a larger debt, in a few years of profound tranquility, 
than it con traded during the whole of the late war, in which, 
this country undertook a larger fhare of expence,. than ever 
it had done in any war before : and when the fpeech from the 
throne this feflion of parliament, hath ftated fo emphatically 
the neceifitous condition of this kingdom, and hath dictated 
eeebnomy in fuch alarming terms. 

5thly, Bccaufe it apoear*, that at fo late a period, as in 
the year 1757, the whole expence of the public in the article 
©fcommiflloners of accounts amounted only to 360I. which ex- 
pence, fince that time, principally by the innovation of quar- 
terly, 
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terly, inftead of annual accounts, hath increased to feveri time* 
that Aim, without any advantage to the public therefrom, as we 
apprehend— -and which, in confequence of this new eftablifih- 
ment, will at the loweft eftimate be augmented upon 
the whole, in more than a- twenty fold proportion — 
and that in a feafon of public diftrefs, and of accumulat- 
ing debt j whereas, ' in thc'firft-mentioned period, this na- 
tion having recently difcharged ths whole capital of its ante- 
cedent debt, was free from all incumbrance whatfoever, 
and in a profperous and rifing condition:— wherefore we 
humbly conceive, that it would be more feafon able and ex- 
pedient to reduce this article of the public charge, than to 
encreafe it 5 and that nothing can be more prepofterous in 
this light, than the prefent propofition, by which this new 
board of inferior commrffioners, for taking a very fmall por- 
tion of the public accounts, will cofl the kingdom, on the 
moft moderate calculation, above fixteen times the fum, which 
was paid in 1757, to the antient commiffioners for the whole 
accounts of the nation, 

6tbly, Becaufe we conceive, that as any two of the faid 
five commiffioners are authorifed by thefe letters, to exercife 
all f,he extenfive and Angular powers veiled thereby in the faid 
coduniffioners, great inconveniences, and much confufion 
may follow therefrom ; and that contradictory orders may 
feeifFued, each figned by two of the faid commiffioners, with- 
out any apparent precedence, or ground of preference, in the 
one order over the other, whereby the perfons required to 
obey the fame, may regulate their conduct, or be able to af r 
certaia, which they are to regard. 

ythlf, Becaufe, we conceive, if any encreafe of expence in 
this- department were at. all- expedient, or admiffible, that the 
public intereft would require, that the fame (houjd be incurr- 
ed rather by a moderate addition of profit to the antient com- 
raiffioners, tfran by the creation of new ones, for many 
weighty reafons,- and efpeciall)r for that, by multiplying; un- 
neceflary offices, the undue influence of the crown muft be ex- ; 
tended ; for which purpofe alone this appointment feems to 
us, indeed, to have been calculated; whether we confider 
that fignal mifmanagement and mal-admtnifrration^. which 
hath* rendered the arts of intrigue and corruption rflore thaii 
ufually requifite, to Counteract the force of juffi and national 
indignation; or whether we confider the perfons appointed 
to tbefe' offices, who, inftead of being felected from amongft 
thofe ! *rho have had public opportunities of teftifying the«r 
peculiar fitnefs for, and experience in, the department of th? 
#«ti*nal accounts 5 have been all taken, without a Ting! ; 
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exception, from amongft the reprefentatives of the pet- 
pie. 

8thly, Becaufe we wifli that the validity of the letters pa- 
tent in queftion to he brought to trial, inafmuch a* we appre- 
hend} that the fame are illegal, for that the court of Exchcr 
quer is a court ofantient jurifdi&ion for the.purpofe of hearr 
ing and determining all matters of account and revenue, with 
iuSicient officers and powers for adjufting and determining 
the fame, and for recovering all fuch balances as may appear 
to be due thereon ; in which court all queftions of legal 
doubt, mull be decided by the barons who know the law ; 
and all queftions of faft, by the conftitutional trial by jury. 
And we conceive, that the executive power cannot, at this 
day, confidently with the laws of the land, appoint any new 
judicature ; nor any perfon or perfons whatfoever, fave only 
the ancient judges and officers of the faid court, to hear and 
determine any matter or matters incident to the jurifdicSIori 
thereof ; or to exercife any powers which may interfere witty 
the faid jurifdidion. But the five new coramiffioners of ac- 
counts, appointed by his majefty's letters patent, bearing date 
the3iftof Odtober 1771, or any two or more of them, are 
authorifed by faid letters, — u To call before them, once in. 
every year, the Mafter of the Ordnance, the Clerks and 
Receivers of Fines and Cafualties, the Treafurer of the Bar-r 
rack Board, or Board of Works, and every accomptant 
and accomppants, vyhofe accounts, by virtue of any for r . 
roer commiffion, the faid commilfioners or others exerci- 
sing or occupying their places, were required and -autho- 
rifed to examine, except the accounts of the Vice Trca-, 
fu^er and Receiver, or Receiver General, and the Trea- 
furer at War, or Paynaafter General, to call before them. 
$}.l fuch perfons who mall, or may, from time to time, re- 
ceive any fum or fums of money, by way of impreft, either 
b,y warrant orprder of government for his majeity's ferviee, 
Co exhibit to the faid commiffioners all fuch accounts, books,, 
.certificates, warrants, bills, and muniments whatfoever, as : 
lhall touch or concern the charge or difcharge of the faid ac- 
counts remaining in their hands or cuftody, or remaining in 
the hands, cuftody, or poflefliqn of any of his raajefty's officers 
pr minifters within this kingdom ; and them, and 5 very of 
ihem, by all, ways and means they poffibly can,, to perufe, 
caft up, try, and examine ; and upon trial, examination, and 
.perufal thereof, to make full, perfed, and juft accounts or de- 
clarations of the account containing briefly the fum and fub- 
ftance thereof in charge and difcharge, as hath been hereto- 
fore ufed, the faid feveral accounts to be fairly engrofled, ii\. 
fwp. parts, and by the faid cojnmifijoncrs, or any two or 

more 



1 



< m ) 

pM»re of them, figned and vouched, the one part to remain 
of record in the court of Exchequer there, and the other 
part to he delivered to the parties accountable, and to be to 
jthem, and every of them, their heirs, executors, and admini- 
strators, againft the king, his heirs and fucceiibrs, a fufficient 
warrant and difcharge ; and the faid commiffioners, and every 
of them, are required to have fpecial regard, that all fuch 
petitions and demand? as (hall be by them allowed, have good 
and probable reafons to maintain and prove the fame, provi- 
ded always that the faid parts of tfie faid account fo as afore- 
faid, to be delivered by the faid commiffioners, or any two or 
more of them, fo figned and delivered, (hall not exonerate 
or difcharge the faid accountants, or any of them, their heirs, 
executors, or administrators, of any fuch debts, as (hall be by 
the faid commiffioners, or any two or more of them found 
due ; «and by the faid accomptants owing upon their faid ac- 
counts, until fuch time as the faid accountants, and every of 
*hem, (hall ftrft take order with the king, foe payment there- 
of, either by inftallments or otherwife, as to the faid com- 
miffioners, or any two or more of them, fhall be thought 
meet and convenient." Which faid powers of allowing pe~ 
titious and demands, and granting difcharges to accompt- 
ants, we conceive will amount to a determination of matters 
incident to the jurifdiclion of the faid court of Exchequer, 
^nd will alfo eflentially interfere with the faid jurifdidtion, in- 
?fn}uch as accomptants, having obtained fuch difcharges, will 
pot, according to the tenour of the faid patents, be obliged 
tQ render any account to the faid court of Exchequer ; but 
may, if the provifion of the faid patents (hall be confidered as 
valid-, plead fuch difcharges in bar of any account, demanded 
pt them before the faid court. We further apprehend, thai 
the faid new commiffioners, conftituted with the aforefaid 
powers, are a new judicature, not with (landing any patents 
that have heretofore been granted to commiffioners of accounts 
in this kingdom, inafmuch as all fuch former patents muft, 
if legal, have been founded either in the ftatute of the tenth 
of Henry the 7th chap. i,or in the common law, which is 
common ufage; now, fo far as the faid ancient patents may 
have beea founded on the faid ftatute, they can be no autho- 
rity or example for the prefent patents, which do in no feat 
purfue that ftatute ; and if in any part they were founded in 
common ufage, the ufage muft be taken entire : now it has 
been at all times a part of that ufage by fuch patents to grant 
the commiffion for.taking accounts to the barons of the Exche- 
quer, and certain great officers of the law for the time being, 

and 
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and that without any tenure, but as incident to their refpec- 
live offices, whereas the new commiffioners are granted for a 
tenure during the king's pleafure, to perfons. unskilled in the 
law, altogether independent of, and unconnedied with the 
faid court of Exchequer, contrary to every appearance of old 
tifage, as well as to the fpirit of that excellent ftatute of the 
5th of Richard the 2d, which en ads, that no baron of the 
Exchequer, clerk of the pipe, appofer clerk, of the foreign 
iummonfes, auditors, or other chief officers of the Exchequer* 
fbould be made, unlefs he be well learned in the law, or 
otherwife very fkilful in the courfes and ufage of the Exche- 
quer ; WE therefore apprehend, that the faid former pa* 
tents, if founded in the faid ftatute of Henry VII. can be no 
example of thefe new patents, which are not founded there* 
in, nor can the fame, if founded in ufage, be any precedent 
of patents, which effentially differ from the ufage obferred 
therein. Neither do we conceive that there is a power in the 
crown of deftroying, dividing, or altering the ancient offices 
cftablifhed by law. 

9thly. Becaufe there are, in the faid Court of Exchequer* 
certain ancient clerks or officers called- Auditors of Imp reft ^ 
whofe duty it is to take ail foreign and imprefted accounts* 
and to perfect the fame ; and we conceive, that all fuch mat- 
ters touching the faid accounts as are miniiterial, may be well 
and cffe&ually tranfa&ed by the faid officers, and do of right ; 
belong to their office > — fo that the inftitution of new coin* 
miffioners of accounts, fo*far as they are minifterial, is at leaft 
fuperfluous ; and fo far as they are judicial, is, we conceive, 
Rianifeftly illegal* * . 

iothly. Becaufethe faid new commiffioners, or any two of 
them are im powered by the faid. letters patent, to give and al- 
low, at difcretion, to any perfpn or perfens employed in or 
about the faid accounts, or in any thing concerning the fame, 
fuch fum or fums of money, or other recompence as to the 
faid commiffioners (hall feem meet and convenient, — And we 
apprehend, that to delegate fuch a.difcretionary power, over 
the revenue, to any perfons whatfoever, is repugnant to the 
Jirft principles of law, and of moft dangerous example, 

uthly. Becaufe we conceive, that whatever new inftttai* 
tion, tends to the difquietnefs, mifchief, aad delay of the fub- 
je&, and is no advantage to the king, is therefore agamft; 
law. — But this new inftitution appears to us manifeftfy^o 
tend to the difquiet, mifchief, and delay of the fubjedt, in as 
much as it requires perfons to account before commiffioners, 
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who are not bound by any oath to admin ifter juftice impar- 
tially or according to law— neither have they any certain rule* 
of law, or approved ufage, by which to govern their proceed- 
ings ; neither is their court to be open at all times, for re- 
ceiving accounts, arid regularly difpatching the fame, they 
being only authorized to take accounts once in every year. — 
And the faid inftitution appears to us on the other hand to 
contribute in no fort to the advantage of the king, but on the 
contrary, to the manifeft injury of his revenue, inafmucjh as 
no power is given to the faid commiffioners to examine any 
accountant upon oath j neither as we conceive is there, or 
could there be, any power granted to them by the fame pa- 
tent, to enforce the appearance of any accountants, or others, 
nor to examine any perfoiis, nor parties to the faid accounts'; 
nor to punifh for any forged receipts, or other frauds ; nor in 
any wife, to compel payment of any balance that may appear 
to be due, and alfcf inafmuch as the faid commiffibners, are 
authorized at their pleafure, to permit accountants to dif- 
charge their balances by inftallmcnts ; whereas by the courfe 
of the Exchequer, according to the oaths of the barons, and 
of the-old law of the land, none of the king's debts, were to 
be put in refpite, or payment thereof allowed to be poftponed, 
where the fame might be goodly levied :-<-From all which we 
draw this general conclufion, that this novel courfe, tendeth 
to the difquietnefu, mifchief, and delay of the fubjeft, is no 
advantage to the king, and therefore is againftlaw and ought 
notto be allowed. 

I2thly. Becaufe the faid new commiflion doth under the 
general words of the Receivers of the King's Fines ahd Cafu- 
alties, feem to draw all flier iffs from the faid court of Exche- 
quer, to account before the faid commiffioners ; whereas the 
faid fheriffs are bound by their oath, their office, and the law 
of the land, to account in the Exchequer, and there only, and 
the fubjefting them to any other jurifdifiion would be a 
manifeft grievance to them and to the public. 

I3thly. Becaufe we conceive it of the moft dangerous ten- 
dency to Great Britain, as well as to this kingdom, that the 
fyftem of jurifprudence, and the rights and powers of the 
great courts of juftice, which are the fame in both countries, 
(hould be violated in either : For that in the prefervation 
thereof alone, our liberties can be fecure — as by every en-< 
croachment thereon in former times, the public freedom bath 

been s 
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Parliamentary Proceedings of IRELAND continued. 

The following ffceech was made by Sir Lucius O'Brien, on* 
Wednesday the kith in ft. when the motion for a refolutioh 
concerning the new board of accounts came on in the 
houfe. 

Sir George Macartney (the leader of the flock) opened the 
debate; and was feconded by Mr. A. Malone, who fpcead 

. anuniverfal languor through thci houfe by a heavy* fleepy* 
and cold oration, coldly delivered, and coldly received—* 
He was anfwered by Sir Lucius O'Brien. 

The SPEECH of Sir LUCIUS* O'BRIEN. 
-€ t HAVE frequently experienced that there are certain 
I, fpeakers, whbfe oratorical powers have fuch a peculiar 
turn and effect, that they fairly lull the audience into a le- 
thargy ; that they throw an impenetrable mift over, the mind j 
and inftead of roufing the ear which liftens to them, cover it 
with drowiinefs and totpitude. Of this melancholy race, is 
a certain honourable gentleman, whofe bumming periods (Kit 
murmur in my ear. Such foporific qualities are infectious : 
the debate is hardly begun, and yet the houfe already yawns 
from fide to fide : and, for my own part, I confefs, that tho r 
my heart now beats with every honeif fentiment that the love 
of my country can infpire, I fear I (hall fcarce find animated 
language to expreft them. *» 

" My opinion of the refolutipn for anew board' of ac- 
counts may be given in a few words. 1 detefted it from the 
beginning, and lftill deteft it. I have pondered, examined* 
can vafied every reafon, every argument that has been adduced 
in its favour, with the utmoft candour and impartiality ; I 
have read the pleadings of its advocates : heard the opinions 

2 of 
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of its sfbettors, and honeftly weighed them in my own mind, 
—yet ftill, ftill I deteft it. I confefs, had I no other motive 
for declaring again ft it, than that it is a brat begot by the 
Avowed leaders of corruption and venality, I {hould be ftar- 
tled, and ready to take the alarm ;— from the known depra- 
vity of the parents, I (hould be apt to fufpedk the baftard was 
tainted with contagion and hereditary evil : but, exclufivp 
of thefe motives, the nature of the offspring marks from 
whence it came ; it is rafh, choleric, and defperate, like the 
dark minds whiph gave it birth. 

" This motion is big with mifchief, and I fee it, . In the 
name of found policy, what have we to do with a board of 
accounts ? It is now thought nectflary to become fo very 
circumfpe& in the auditing and fettling the public accounts, 
have we not a committee of accounts in this houfe, who can 
manage the whole bufinefs, and reduce it into diftind chan- 
nels and departments, by a little extraordinary application i 
What occafion is there then fos a new acceffion qf expence 
to our national debts, or for any new addition to that weight 
which always makes us to (loop to the earth ?— But it is plea- 
fant to obferve the fudden incljnatiaa thefe gentlemen have 
taken to ferve their country. They are anxious, very 
anxious, for the fafety of the public monies— the public reve- 
nues-r-the public intereft.— -Oh— -they are afraid the efti- 
mates arc not properly ftated, the accounts are not exactly 
fettled !-« — Confufion ! do they not blufh when they fpeak 
thefe things ? But we fee through- the flimfy deceit— Alas ! 
gentlemen, for whofe fake are thefe things fo ? If the public 
accounts are confufed who ?re the confufers ? If the public 
coffers have been robbed who are the robbers ? If the public 
intereft has been lavifljly fquandered in fuperfluities, who 
have been the prodigals ?— Take ray word for it, if the pub- 
lic money had been applied only to public purpofes, there had 
been now no need of a motion for creating a new board of 
accounts to bribe Jcnaves, and to glut parafites. 

* 4 Our accounts have been examined for a long feries of 
years by commifiioners appointed for that purpofe, with the 
afiiftan&e of one or two clerks, So far as it was in their 
power to give fytisfacVion, they have given it. , But the miC- 
chief, arife.s frojn another fource,. If peculation has been com- 
mitted,, it topic its rife in recefles where they had no power to 
fearcji f° r it.. " Well, (replied thefe virtuous gentlemen of 
the court} granting that, our new board will obviate thefe ob- 
jections, and remedy all grievances, by the full power invent- 
ed 1 in its commiflioners to fend for perfons, papers, and re- 
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eorJs, and to fcarch into every office and department for in- t 
formation." — Ridiculous argument ! as if Everyone does not 
know, that a viceroy wiH have only to fay C6 ihefe boafted { 
commiffioners, " Siy this ,f -~and behold they fay it—- 4 * Do 
this"— and- behold they do it. 

** But worfe ftill remains behind. Our new board will ft 
coft us fome money. Four of you, gentlemen zealous as ye ft 
feem to be for the public good, anxious as ye are for the pub- qi 
lie ceconomy, will not fill up the places of thefo cemmif- tii 
fioners without being paid for it : ye will not caft up ac- ol 
counts for nothing : therefore we are told that four commif- it 
goners are to have a yearly falary of five hundred pound $ 
each. A fifth man will not take the trouble of fitting at the c 
head of the board, without an additional gratuity ; there- !i 
fore we are told a prefident i* to have eight hundred pound* pen t< 
jannum. Thefe mjift h£ve a fecrecary, clerks, porters, and tl 
all other little vermin that ufually trawl about in public o 
offices, devouring whatever tjiey can touch. There muft be 1 
alfo an office, &c. to do thebufinefs of corruption h»> and all d 
fhefe together "wNl throw; s»n annual ; weight of nine or ten ; 
thoufand pounds into the fcale of the national debt.-~Bat all i 
this is nothing to men who are accuftomed to plunder. Shame t 
on it! ye mercilefs lawmakers.: look round ye, and fee to t 
what ftaie you have already reduced your country and coun- q 
trymen— the formed fuccefsf ul in nothing but in accumulating ( 
debts and additional taxes^ is daily loiing its trade and (quan-> i 
dering its revenue ; whiflft the latter wander about their own i 
fair fields in beggary and wretchednefs, without linen or j 
ftioes, and crouching to ftieir Egyptian talk mafters, who | 
firJJ enflavethem, and then ftarve them. i 

" Butlet thefe gentlemen remember, that even the wicked, i 
though they flourim for a time, will have a period. A day of 
reckoning m\\ come, arid then let thofe tremble, who ought 
to tremble. In the mean time purfue your own ways, and 
follow the tract that is cut out for you. -If we find that the 
crown has not already too much affumed power, that our li- 
berties are not too much tncroached upon, that our country- 
is not too much burdened, and that your fellow iflanders are 
not too much deprefled and harrafl&d — if ye find, that thefe 
thingsare not fo, why then, in God's name, vote for the mc* 
tion : and as ye deal in the bufinefs according to your con- 
sciences* even fomay Go3" deal with you! — As tornyfelf, I 
flefire the fame judgment, ^rtd therefore Vote againft the mo- 
tion." • 
'"■ "'• .-' * •;' • Sir 
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Sir Lucius OBriea was anfwered by Mr. Fortefcuey wb# 
tot up and fpoke as follows : 

Mr. FORTESCUE's Reply., 

_" The Honourable member who fpoke laft faid fo many 
ftrange .things, that I cannot think he was in earned. He was 
too violent to be candid, too Warm to be judicious : His elo- 
quence burfts upon us like a flafli of lightning, and like that 
too expires. I appeal to this Honourable Houfe for the truth 
of what I aflert : The gentleman would do well therefore to 
inform us, upon bis honour, whether he (pokeferioujly or not. 

u I think I have examined the objeA of this motion as 
candidly and as impartially as the angry gentleman who fpoke 
laft ; but I do not fee the horrors, the mi (chiefs that it is faid 
to be pregtiflbt with. On the contrgfy, it is replete with 
thofe obvious advantages, and that well digefted policy which 
ought to recommend it to every true friend to his country. 
The Honourable Member who opened .the debate enumerated 
the advantages which would refult from this refolution in fo 
ijiafterly a manner, as ought tp convince all thofe who were 
not refolveJ to be deaf to con virion. It was but doing jus- 
tice to yourfelvcs as well as to your country, to let the w- 
cejjity of the meafure plead for it in oppofition to every argu- 
ment that could be adduced againft it. For Heaven's fake be 
confident, gentlemen, and all oppofition to this motion will 
foon fall to the ground. Are ye not continually ringing in 
our ears, from day-to-day, from feffion to feflion, that the 
public money is either embezzled or mifapplied, that it is 
fquandered away for private or corrupt purpofes, and that it 
efcapes from the public treafury, nobody knows how or whi- 
ther ? And do ye now violently oppofe the only meafure that 
is capable of preventing its being embezzled or mifapplied, of 
its being fquandered away for private purpofes, and of its 
efcaping from the treafury ?— For fhame ! gentlemen, if -ye 
are patriots be confident j add not the folly of inconfiftency 
to the fin of hypocrify . 

** True it is, however, that our money* lift has been much 
negle&ed. Upwards of threefcore years have patted fince our 
accounts have been thoroughly inipe&ed and regulated ; ?nd, 
unlefs prevented by the interpositions of this falutary fcheme, 
tbreefcore.more may glide away, and leave theiri ftiil involved 
in confufion and errors. Tboife ftewards have' an ample field 
to plunder -in, whofe books are never examined by a matter's 
eye, ;*.wd what will :not villains attempt, when the terror of* 
chaftifement is removefl from before their eyes. If the ftew* 
fcrds of our revenues have been hitherto reftrided by no atti- 
cs a troul, 
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froulj what reafan have we to expert that they will be more 
jboheft, more virtuous, more temperate, than their neighbours 
on theotfc* r fide of the channel ? — Your Committee of ac- 
counts, or" whom you talk fo vauntingly, are two feeble props 
under fo weightya burden. However great their abilities and 
inclination for (o important a taflc, their powers are too much 
reftri&ed, and their time too limited, almoft the whole of it 
keingf neceffary to perform the functions of the high offices* 
which they judieioufly fill. To remedy all thefe evils, only 
one fcheme was practicable, viz. the creation of a new Board 
of Commiflioners j and that one ye have oppofed. Is this 

acting' like patriots ?- Once more I tell you, ye are in- 

*confiftent. 

** I know fomeof you will lay hold df that (tale argument, 
that the creation of new officers'is an extenfcion of the Royal 
Prerogative, and an accefiion of ftrcngth and power to the 
Crown. I anticipate this argument, becaufe I know it will 
be lugged in with the ufual aukwardnefs ^nd impropriety. 
Frivolous affcrtion ! as if the King was not the judge of his 
pwn thoughts, the mafiaer of his own, counfels. Were the 
King's natural rights and power to be reftrained by your li- 
mitations, to what would you reduce him ? — Am not I the 
mailer of my own houfe ? And do not you chufe what fer- 
vants you pleafe? And will you match from the King a 
common* general liberty which the meaneft of his fubje<Sts en- 
jay ? This would be throwing your chains over him with a 
vengeance* and converting him into the puppet of your way- 
ward humours. It would be plucking the fceptre out of his 
hand, and forcing; him to kneel at his own footftool. 

*' Thofe gentlemen who ftile themfelves patriots have been; 
very liberal of their abufe to another let of men whom they 
ftile courtiers. But we need not be furprifed, that thofe who 
bigun the feffion with fo much extravagance, fhould cafry it 
'on to the end of it. To. retaliate, would beeafy, but it is un- 
neceffary. The made of patriotifm which they affumed to 
cheat the rabble rout, begins todrdp offbf its own.accord, and 
to expofe their naked features to contempt and (corn. We 
now tind, that the voice which roared fo loud wa6 only the 
voice -cf faction, which exerted itfelf day and night for a 
(hare of the loaves and fifiies.— But the monfter will foon 
ceafe to be troublefome : its extreme efforts are now exerted : 
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and finding that all its endeaours are likely to be fruflrated 
and rendered abortive, icis uttering the lait groans of enyy and , 
'defpair. 

Proceedings on Friday, Dec. 13. 

TheHoufe being very thin, little bafinefs was done. The - 
confideration of the Privilege Bpll, and fomc others, were re- 
ferred to the next week. Sir William Mayne aiked leave to 
go to Great Britain ; when the queftlon being put, it was 

carried for being grained. A petition figned by feveral of 

the creditors of William Howard was prefented to the Houfe, 
praying that leave might be given to bring in a bill, to veft the 
property of the faid William Howard and Abraham Grier, in 
truftees for the benefit of the creditors.— This petition was 
• referred to a Committee to examine into the allegations 
therein* contained, and report the fame, and then the Houfe 
adjourned, 

Proceedings pn Saturday^ Dec 14. 

The Houfe being met, the order was read torrefolvinginto 
a Committee of the wfcole Houfe to take into confideration 
the heads of a bill for granting a bounty on the carriage of 
corn coaft-tf ays. Thefe heads were brought in by Sir Ltrciu* 
O'Brien - 9 but Mr. Fortefcue having prepared heads of a bill 
for the encouragement of agriculture, upon pretty near the 
fame plan* each gentleman was dejirous of having the honour 
of introducing a meafure evidently calculated for the public 
good ; therefore the latter wanted to poftpone the fitting of 
the Committee for fome days. This produced a flight al- 
tercation, and the queftion for adjournment being put, on a 
divifion there appeared thirty-four for, and fbirty-feven a- 
gainft if. 

The Committee then fat (Mr. Burgh, jun. in the chair) 
and fomefmall progrefs was made and reported to the Houfe ; 
when an order was made that the committee fhould fit again 
on Thurfday next. The Houfe then adjourned till next 
Tuefday, wnen a committee is to take into confideration the 
caufes of the late rifings and disturbances in the counties of 
Antrim and Down ; how to prevent fuch in time to come, 
and to bring the offenders to condign puntfhment, 
( , ' " " Friday y Dec 36. 

In a Committee of the whole Houfe, fome further progrefs 
wa$,made in the heads of a Bill for a bounty on the carriage 
of com, coaftways. 

The Speakejc paving refumed the <liair % a rqpprt was re- 
ceived, from the* committee appointed to take into confidera- 

tum 
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'f ion the rlbtfif o5F the people who call thetnftrves Hearts of 

•Steejr The caiifes of thefe rififlgs were alledged to be an un- 
lawful defire of fome inhabitants of the county of Antrim, tor 
lower rent and tythesto the proportion they thought proper, 
and in -consequence thereof, affectations had been formed, and 

. roa^y outrages and murders committed. 

One of the refolutions of the Committee feemed'very ex- 
traordinary, it was, «? that it was the opinion of the Com- 
mittee that fundry notorious delinquents having been taken 
and committed to prifon, were tried for .their offences at the 
laft affixes for the county pf Antrim, and Were acquitted by 
tbejitry contrary to evidence given, and to the great fur* 
prize and diffatisfa&ion of the whole court/' 

When thequeftion was put to agree with this refolation, 
}Ar. Fortefcue fpoke againft it in the ftrongeft terms, declar- 
ing he would never aflent to any thing that could tend to 
leflen the legal power of juries, which was the great palla- 
dium of liberty. The Provoft anfwered him, that without 
agreeing to this refolutjon there could be no means found to 
put a (top to tliefe infurrections ; for the people would commit 
crimes with impunity, if they were fure they (hould be tried 
by a jury of their friends and relations, or by fuch who were 
afraid to condemn them, left they (hould be the next to differ 
from their adbciates, that the pnTdners in queftion were fo 

. co/ifcious of their guilt, that they had drefled^themfelves fn 
mourning, in expectation of fentence of death. That on this 

.refolution he intended to move for a Bill, which (though a 

. fmajl alteration of the conftitution) was become neceflary ; 
namely, that the criminals in fuch cafes, (hould be removed 
to Dublin, to' take their trials, by ah unbiafled jury. 

Mr,/ Daly and Mr. Fortefcue oppofed fuch a. meafure, as 
both dangerous and unjuft.; and Mr. O'Rarafaid it would be 
alfo. very cruel; as the accufed, fent hither, would have no 
chance for their lives i they would come with, an odium of 
guilt an their backs* and could have no opportunity of getting 
witneiTes in their favour ; befides, the eftaplifliment of juries 
decreed they (hould be of their vicinage [their neighbourhood} * 
that they might better judge of the innocence or. guilt of the) 
prifoners, and the validity of the evidence, from the knowledge 
the law fuppofes them to have of their lives and conduct, and 

5 Which would be deirroyed by fuch a fatal meafure. ; : ' ; 

Sir Lucius O'Brien fpoke againft the refolation, as an act 
of the utmoft injuftice, in condemning the Jury, urihejard, 
and branding them with perjury and breach of duty, which 

' ' UQuft 
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frroft render them contemptible in the fight' of their, 
neighbours. !* 

Colonel Cunningham and Mr. Burgh, jun-* moved .to ad- 
journ, as the Houfe was very thin, fixty-four members onljr> 
prefent, and the affair merited confideration in a full, Houfe.' 
Xhe Houfe adjourned accordingly. 

Proceedings on Saturday, Dec* 2*. . - 
The Houfe being met* it refolved into a Committee. Dr^ 
Clement produced a report from the Committee* which had 
been appointed to examine the tranfmifs of -t£e ftSopey Bill' 
with the Bill ferit over, and report, what alterations had been. 
made therein, if any. The report being received and read* 
it appeared that three alterations had been made, viz. In the 
claufe, laying a duty of one (hilling per barrel on all herrings 
imported, the words, except Britijb herrings, were added, la 
the claufe, laying a duty on the importation of Romals, Cot- 
tons-, or cotton mixed with linen, the'words, cotton or were- 
omitted. In the claufe, laying a duty of fixpencc per yard on 
.diapers and damafks imported, the.wtrds, except from Great 
Britain, were added. 

Mr. Ponfon by opened the debate ; he obferved, that thefe 
alterations, though of a few words, were of the utmoft im* 
portaoce j for no lefs than the right of parliament, and tbecon-i 
ftitution of this kingdom, were at ftake ; that if we confented 
to the altering of a Money Bill, there was an end of parlia- 
ment ; it would have no ofceafion to affemblfc $ for the Britiih 
c tniniftry would, by our pafling over this invafion of our rights, 
affume toitfclf the power of taxing Ireland. He then en- 
larged on the impropriety of each alteration, and how it would 
affe£l our commerce. 

CounfeHor Power endeavoured to palliate this matter : he 
{$id, that thefe alterations did not levy a tax, but only altered 
the mode df raifing it ; that the omiflion of the words, Cotten 
. or, made no alteration in the tax, fincc Cotton would bt 
equally charged^ for by making a paufe after Cotton* in the 
phrafe Cotton and Linen mixed, it would be read thus, Cot- 
ton—and Linen mixed \ therefore, Cottons would be taxed * 
jmd Linen mixed would be taxed. He made ufe of fuch a 
play on words, and fuch ridiculous di&indions and evafiont 
aa would have difgraced a Jefuit, or aTholfel Attorney. 

Colonel Burton replied, that this was fuch a daring infult 
on the power and privilege of the Irifii Houfe of Commorft* 
as had never been hitherto attempted, and if pafled over, would 
rpnd^r us mere Hayes to an imperious and defpotic Britiih ad. 
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miniftration 5 and 1 thaths woujd never confent tofuch ; a fla- 
grant a£t of tyranny, and fuch a breach of the conftitution. 

Mr, Forfterfpoke next, and with the moft folid reafpning 
confuted the arguments of Lawyer Power. He obferved,. that 
eyen allowing that gentleman's fconftrudtion of the fecond al- 
teration, it would be affuming a power of levying taxes ; for 
if we disjoined the fentence Cotton and Linen mixed, which 
plainly mtsini: Cotton and Lipen mixed together, then it 
would imply the taxing of Linen mixed— -with what ? — Why 
with filk, thread, yarn, or any thing elfe. which was not de- 
jigncd to be: taxed in the original*— His whoje fpeech was very 
{ptrited, Jcnfible, and energetic* • 

rMr; Bany^arryandMr.Rrownlow feconded what Mr, For* 
fter faidf and, (hewed that<fetting afide the^nfalt by thefe alte- 
rations, iLthey>wer$ agreed to, they would be deftru&ive to 
our fcr.ade.: -/The excepting Brktih herrings would open a 
channel for -Dutch and Swedifa herrings to be imported, duty 
free, if tbeycame through the medium of Great Britain j the 
fame might he. faid of Ma;ichefter and India cottons, both 
plain and printed, to the hurt of our own manufactures ; and 
by the tMrc\ alteration* darnaflcs and diapers from Hamburgh, 
Stlefia, &c. would befirft imported into Britain, and thenjfent 
hereby, (bip.lpads, without pay ing.any cuftom, . 
. Mr„ Buftve fpoke next, with great warmth and fpirrt, a- 
gainft admitting thefe alterations, which, be faid, were an jn- 
l : Jlt on the Lord Lieutenant, on the friends of government* 
on the rights of parliament, and on the liberties of the vv hole 
Irifli nation *, to which, while he had life, he would never 
Content. -,..-. 

Mr. Langrifli and Mr. Forte fcue next very forcibly oppofed 
it.. The latter obferved that he had eftablifhed a manufacture 
ofdamaiks in, his v part of the country, which had already Ian* 
giifeed, and the whole damaflcand diaper works in this king- 
dom would be defttpyed by agreeing to this alteration, Be-,. 
fides, it was fuch an infult to the Irifti parliament, that he 
would qppofa it L at the expence of the * laft drop of his 
blood* 

.. Suck a .generous warmth, -fuch a noble fpirit was (hewn by 
ail parties. againft this depredation of Our Liberty, that, after 
that poor cicature, Power, had lieen filenced, it was thought 
?u?ne could be found bafe enough, or bold enough to.fpeak in 
jl^fencc of. itr-when, lo ! Laborious languid Lill arofe, and 
With a plaufiblefophiftry drove to defend it. Fearing, "how- 
ever, that his reaforp would be, very inconclufive, he endea- 
youred to/*ightenthe Houie into compliance, b/laying before 
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it the many inconveniencies that would attend the reje<ftin£ 
this Bill. That the taxes which were thereby to take place 
on December 25, not being to be raifed, a mod dreadful ar- 
rear of four hundred thoufand pounds would be incurred, to 
be provided for in the next Seffions of Pariiament ? which 
would be the ruin of the nation, That* to be fure, the alte- 
rations were not altogether defenfible ; yet, as there was no 
alternative, it would be better to fubmit to it, than to incu* 
fuch dreadful inconveniencies. 

Col. Cunningham theri arofe to oppofe the alterations, and 
very warmly expatiated on the infult, but thought a milder 
way might be found, hinting, that, if the bill was pafled, to » 
prevent the incohveniencies mentioned, and accompanied 
with an addrefs of the Houfe to his MUjefty, declaring th'ei* 
rights, and the inftilts offered to tbem, it might do. 

Mr. French (tbough very ill) exerted himfelf very forcibly 
in the opposition* He faid, altering this Bill was a manifeft 
breach of compa£b between the two kingdoms $ for* by the 
Addrefs of the Lords and Commons of England to King 
Williaai the Third, when in Ireland, it was agreed* that if 
Ireland would give up to Britain the Woollen Manufacture, 
it (hould, in return, have its Linen Trade fecured to it. 
Therefore, thefe alterations in favour of Foreign Cottons* 
Damasks, and Diapers, was ftriking at thd root of our Linen 
Works. 

Colonel Brown (poke againft alterations, and declared he 
would not agree to them. Colonel Owen Wynne, Mr* 
Holmes, member for Banaghef, and Colonel John Wynne 
opppfed the Bill, and declared that the addrefs would not be 
a fufficientcompenfation for the inftilt* Mr. Fortefcue pro- 
pofed rejecting the bill, and opening the committees of flip- 
plies, and ways and means again, to bring in another bill, 
and no very bad confequence could happen, as a fortnight 
would do the bufinefs, and the cuftom-houfe holidays falling in 
that period, no great importations could be in that mort time. 

Mr. Butler fpoke next, and feconded Mr- Fortefcue, when, 
behold 1 another courtier arofc, Mr. Attorney General, the 
Right Hon. Tedious Tifdall, Efq. He ftrove to prove the ill 
confequenccs of the alterations were not fo great as fome 
gentlemen affe&ed to think them j but that as no committee, 
that had been clofed, could be opened again without a' proro- 
gation, therefore he moved that the houfe Ihould be adjourned 
till Monday, that time might be given to think of fome way 
of aflerting the honour of the houfe, without rejecting the bill, 
which would be of great and evil confequence. 

The adjournment was ftrongly oppofed, as will be (hewn ; 
but it will alfo appear, from the remainder of this intelli* 
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gence, that it flackened^ much the fire, which, at firfl had 
feized fome of the courtiers. 

Mr. Ponfonby replied to Mr. Attorney Genera], that h6 
hoped there would be no adjournment, that gentlemen would 
hot depart while this was undecided, nor once clofe their 
eyes in ileep, till their libeity was afTertcd, or their flavery 
confirmed. 

Mr. Brabafon Ponfonby fceonded this argument, and Mr. 
Denis;, Member for You^hall, Very clearly proved, that the 
incoftveniencies of reje&inK this bill, were more imaginary 
than real, for a frcfli bill might be brought in, without any 
committee of ftippiies, or ways and means fitting again, for 
it may be formed on the refolutions of thoft committees* 

Colonel Burton fpoke again againft any adjournment, as. 
did Mr. Le Hunt, and Sir Edward Newenhatn, who ob- 
jferved, that it could only tend to give time to gain ovtr tn the 
court party thofe who had had a generous indignation againft 
fuch an tnlult. 

Mr. ONeil, member for Randatftown, and Mr. Kearney, 
member for Kinfole, fpoke very nervoftfly, and in a moft pa- 
triotic manner, to rdjtGt thfe'bill. And things were in this 
Rate when a new matter flatted. . The gentle Swaft obferving 
What a ferment the houfe was in, had poftcd away to the cat- 
tle, and returned from is with a fecond tnmftnifs j this he 
produced to the houfe, and pointed but that the fecond alte- 
ration that had given fo much offence to the houfe was not in 
the fecond tranfmifs. This gave a new turn to the debate. 
Col. Eyre fpoke ftrongly againft either tranfmift, as there 
were alterations in both. Mr. Neville alfo fpoke againft ir, 
and Mr. Flood m a few words urged that if one alteration was, 
as had been faid, a mere clerical error, the others were not 
fo. It was true that the cuftom is to ' fend two tranfmrffes, 
one by the way of the packet, and the other by the way of 
Donaghadee, left the former fliould be loft. Mr. Swan 
fpoke again, in order to fhew that the taft tranfflrifs fhould be 
attended to, and the former difmrffed, an3 the commifiion un- 
der the great feal, annexed to each, dkefting the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to give the royal affent, would impower him to affent 
to which of them the houfe fhould adopt. 

Mr. Flood replied, that on the very principle thatthere 
were alterations in both, he hoped the houfe would adopt 
neither} any alteration was an infringement of their nght3, 
which even the moft venal ought to oppofe : for if once the 
privilege of taxing ourfdves is taken from' us, as a voice in 
parliament would h)e worth nothing, there cbuld be nothing 
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got by corruption, which from that moment would be at ao 
end. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien obfcrved next) that as the two tranf- 
miffes differed, they ought to be, equally reje<Sed ? .and he 
would not give his Vote to receive either. 

Colonel Brown, who like the gentle Swan, had taken a 
trip to the caftle, Teemed now very cool about the matter, 
and his former fire was quite extinguifhed. He allured the 
houfe, that Lord Town&end knew nothing of the alteration? 
at four o'clock that day, but that he had had the feals opened 
of the fecond tranfmifs* which had juft arrived, and had fent 
it down to fiuisfy the houfe, therefore he was for agreeing 
with that tranfmiis, 

Mr.Forfterrofe. again to oppofe both* obferving that tho* 
the fecond tranfmifs had not the fecond alteration, yet it had 
the two other?, which made it equally obnoxious with the 
firft. ' 

Lord KHdafe proposed that the houfe (hould totally omit 
any confideration of the fecond tranfmifs., but proceed upon 
the firft which was then before them, and when that was dif* 
pofed of, a committee might be appointed to examine if any 
alterations were to be found between the fecond tranfmifs and 
the bill fent oyer. 

Behold, another courtier ! Mr. Prime Serjeant fpoke a long 
( time againftha% refolutiona ; defired a delay for due confi- 
deration on the meafures which were proper to be taken, ; en- 
larged on the great and dreadful inconveniencies which would 
arifefrom rejefting this bill ; and concluded that a new, one 
could not be brought in this fefiions; for, in the time of, 
Charles the, Second, on an almoft fimilar cafe, the parlia- 
ment was prorogued for one day, that a new bill might be 
brought in without breaking through the rules and ftanding 
orders of the houfe.. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien rofe again* and faid, tho* be was wil- 
ling to allow that the fecond alteration was not defigned, but 
Was a clerical error, yet he would oppofe any tranfmifs that; 
had any alteration. 

Mr. Hufley obferved, that this was a trial of the Britifh mi- 
niftry to pro&cute,the defigned plan 0f enflavingtwo nations* 
but that as thofe obnoxious mihifters had looked with con-, 
tempt and indifference on the miferies of a million of people, 
fo he hoped that millions would, when the happy day comes* 
ga^e With pleafure oh their puniftimerit* and fufierings^ when 
they fbould atone for their'crimes with their blood upon a fcaf- 
foId ? 
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' The Speaker (as it was in a committee of the whole houflr, 
Mr. Malone in the ch,air) then arofe, and fpoke in a manner 
jnat will reflect unalterable glory on him, which mud endear 
him to every Irjflbtman who has the honour of his country a( 
fieartj and yet cannot, in juft ice, offend any but the friends 
of'Savery. .Jie.pbfcrycd, that he coulci not help allowing 
% he inconveniencies which mud follow the rejecting this bill 
yvere very greatj yet if they were. ten.- fold, tliey we're ndthing 
to the confluences attendant on the admitting the poWer of 
(he crown alter an Irifli money bill. If th^t was allowed, 
there was at once an end to Jrift liberty, and to the very ex- 
jftence of parliament. That while "he fat in the houle, bq 
tiiould ever oppofe.fuch a .deftruftiye meafure ; and (hould it 
even depend on his calling voice, he would give it td reje<^ 
% he bill. Yet there might be a method found to rdnqtify both, 
by a new bill. The gentlemen have " feid, 'tr&t* tft^ftanding 
orders of the houfe were againft bringing any rnatter a feebnd 
time before it, to prevent trouble and inconvenience ;'ye£ 
there was no eftabliflied law againft it j ;and the houfe had the 
fame ppyrer to difpenfe with its rules and ordep as it had tq 
wake them. He fliould therefore adopt the propofal of an 
' honourable gentleman (Mr. Dennis) and agree that heads 6f a 
bill, may be. brought; in on the resolution of the committee 
of fdpplies, and of ways and means. 

Col. Brown fpoke onpe morp.fer the fepondbiJL 

Sir George Macartney fatd this was the rhoft troublelpmc 
affair he had ever rnet with in parliament* and he would have 
given half his fortune rather pan it fhoulp ever have come on. 
That the adminiftration here was totally innocent of it £ Tor, 
in the letter from Lord Rochford, which accompanied the 
tranfmift, it was. mentioned that the : bill was returned with, 
feme ihconfiderable alteration. He then defired fhat time 
might be given for confutation, sind that they vyould adjourn 
iill Monday. 

Co(unfellor Hamilton oppofed any adjournment, and hoped 
gentlemen would not depart tili they 1 had aflerted their owq 
honour and privileges, by rejefling the bill. 

Mr. Bipwn fpoke: for poftponing, as did Mr. Swan." "'Mr. 
Brownlow fpoke again againft any adjournment ; he ddirecj 
. this the pther to feve gentlemen Jxom inconfiftencies, and the 
fliame of altering their conduit and fen timents, which would 
be the confluence of a delay, whereas now they" could not 
be condemned for voting for their country i as Ft could not be 
contrary to any inftruttion, which wouW certainly follow 
poftponing this affair till Monday, 



( i*S ) 

Mr. Berresford fpoke for the adjournment.. Mr. Buflie a- 

Eiiixft it. Colonel Cunningham again for it. Mr. Ralph 
oward for it. , Mr. Kearney again again ft it. Mr. Burke^ 
iuo. fpoke for adjourning. Mr. Fortefcue fpoke again agajnft 
the adjournment, and Mr. Brown again for it. 

At length the queftion was put, " that the •ommixtee 
(hould report to the houfe, that they had n&deibrae. progrefs, 
and defired leave to fit again." The houfe divided* and the 
fellers reported, Ayes fevcnty-feven, Noes Ninety five. 

This great affair being thus gloriouffy decided, the queftion 
was put to agree to the firft paragraph, and it w*as carried in 
tjie negative. The reft of the paragraphs were agreed to f 
and the committee broke up. 

. The Speaker having refumed the chair, Mr. Prime Serje- 
ant, moved, that the repectfhould be received on Friday next, 
but that was over-ruled, and the report was received dire£Uy. 
Mr. Malone then reported, that the committee had agreed 
with the whole bill, except the firft paragraph. The houfe a- 
greed to the resolution of the committee, and Mr. Flood mov- 
ed, that the queftion (hould be put on the total reje&ton of the^ 
irilj, which was carried in the affirmative, having only two 
negatives, viz. Sir George Macartney, and Mr. Burke, jun. 

The houfe then refolved into a committee to confider oa the 
heads of a new bill, on the resolutions of the committees of 
fupplies, And of ways and means — which after going through 
the neceflary forpas paffed without oppofition/* 
Monday^ Dec. 23. 

In a committee of the whole houfe (Mr. French in the 
<p hair) a further progrefs was made in the bill for granting a 
premium on the bringing corn coaftways to Dublin ; and when x 
the Speaker bad refumed the chair, Mr. Freneh imported the 
progrefs, and moved for leave for the committee to fit again. 

The Houfe then proceeded in the confideration of the re- 
port of the committee appointed to enquire into the caufes, &c. 
of the outrages of the Hearts of Steel. The refolucioh to 
cenfure the jury at Armagh (mentioned before) had been re- 
committed, and fomewhat foftened. The provoftwas very 
ftrenuous for agreeing to the refoiution ; and Mr. Q*Neil 
■ gave the Houfe a ft ri Icing pifiure of the diftreflfes of the peo- 
ple in that country from the excefies of thefe infurgents. 
However, it was oppofed by thofe who thought verdi&s 
jfyould not be cenfured. Mr. Fortefcue faid he fhould fhew 
himfelf an unworthy defcendant of the great Judge Fortefcue 
in the reign of Henry VI. if he gave his aflent to any in- 
ffjngegicnt pf the rights of juries, Mj, Flood, Mr, French, 
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and Mr. Holmes, were of the Came opinion, Counfellor 
Maunfcll anfWered^ that though verdicts were hot prbpeYly 
cehfurable.in criminal law r yet in civil caufes, every motion 
and grant for y a new trial was abfolutely a qenfure on the 
former verdict. Neither party feeming willing to concede, the* 
Speaker made a frdh refcjution, importing, that tc the fear 
of any hurt proceeding to jurors, in the county of Antrim, 
if they fliouU give their verdi& againft criminals, may be kr\ 
obftru&ion to the bringing offenders to juftice, and thereby 
encourage them, to continue their outrages from hopes of im- 
punity. This judicious alteration, .which made the, alle- 
gation general, was given to Mr. O'Neil, v$ho moved to put 
that in the place of the other rdblutibn, which was agreed 
to, as well as fome others, and leave given to bring in heads 
of a bill to irripower grand juries in thefe cafes to hav§ the, 
pri Toners tried by a jury from another county. 

Mr. Brownlow then prefented a petition to the Houfeji 
complaining that Judge Robinfon had laid a fine of 200K on 
the county of Armagh, on account of the roads not being 
properly repaired. This petition was referred to the Qrand 
Committee of Courts of Juftice. to meet on the fecomf Friday 
after. the recefs, to examine into the fact, and hoW far judges 
are authorised to fine whole'counties for the 111 condition or 
the roads of particular baronies or diftridls, arid report tb? 
fame to the Hou^. 

Mr. Brown moved alfo, that the proper officer do lay "be- 
fore the Houfe the ftate of the faid fine and the paft proceed* 
ings thereupon. K ' ' 

Tuefday^ December 24. 

A committee of the whole Hou4e (Mr. French in thecKair) 
went through the heads of the corn bill, and the report is or- 
dered to be received next Tuefday. 

A mefiage from the Lords, by two Judges, brought word, 
that the Lords had agreed to the loan bill, without any a«? 
mendment. 

The Lord Lieutenant being come to the Houfe of Peers^ 
the ComiTiGns we;e ordered to attend him there ; ann* when the 
Speaker returned he reported that the' Houfe had attended, the. 
Lord Lieutenant in the Houfe of Peers, and that his Excellen- 
cy had given the Royal afTent to the following bill. 

For granting to his Majefty, the fcveral duties, rates, \r^ r 
petitions, and taxes therein particularly expreffed, to be ap- 
plied to the payment of the intexeft of the fums therein pro* 
vided for, and towards the d fchargeof the faid principal fums, 
;n fuch manner as therein directed. 

The Houfe then adjourned toTue'fday, Pecember 31.- 
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The following Letter was inserted in a Daily Paper ; by the 
ftile fome think it not to be the work of that admired au- 
thor, the ideas, they fay, are too vague, and the language 
too flat to come firdqa the pen of Junius. The piece, how- 
ever, has merit, on which account, and to oblige fome of 
our correfpondertfs, we here infcrt it* 

JU N I U S to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights. 

7lx following is the Lttter prefented by John Wilkes, Efq\ 'h the 
. Supporters of the Bill ^'Rights, as the tbfervations of the 
celebrated Junius, upon the long advertisement from that 
. Society. (See our number for Noiemher Iajl.) 

E*tra&<tfa Letter to John Wilkes, Efa date/ Sept. 7, 1771. 
A M A N, who honeftly engages in a public caufe, muft 
iX prepare himfelf for events, which will at once demand 
his utmbft patience, and roufe his warmeft indignation. 1^ 
feel myfelf, at this moment, in the very fituation f defcribc;* 
yet from the common enemy I expert nothing but* hoftiliticg 
againft the people. It is the condu& of our friends thatfur- 
prifes and afflidts me. I cannot but refent the injury done 
to the common caufe by the affembly at the London Tavern, 
nor can I conceal from you my own particular difappoint- 
merit* They had it in their power to perform a real, effec- 
tual lervice to the nation; and we expefted from- them a 
proof, not only of their zeal,' but of their judgment, 
Whereas the meafure they have adopted is fo Iharnefully in- 
judicious, with regard to its declared objeft, that, in my 
opinion, it will, and reafonably ought, to make their zeiil 
very questionable with the people they n\ean to ferve. When 
I fee a meafure, excellent in itfelf, and not abfolutely unat- 
tainable, either not made the principal object, or extava- 
gantly loaded with conditions palpably abfurd or imprad!> 
cable, 1 cannot eafijv fatisfy myfelf, that the man who pro-' 
pofes it, is quite fincere as he pretends to be. Tou % at leaftj 
Mr. Wilkes, fhould have (hewa'more temper and prudence, 
and a better knowledge of mankind. No perfonal refpe&s l 
whatfoever Should haye pei fuaded you to concur in thefe refo- 
lutionfe. But my own zeal, I perceive, betrays me ; I will 
endeavour to keep a better guard upon my temper, and apply 
to your judgment in the tnoft cautious and meafurcd Ian* 
guage. 

LolSjecr, in the full place, to the .bulk, and much more t6 
the "ftile of your refolutions of the 23d of July • though fome 
part of -the preamble is as pointed as I couhl with, you tuJfc 
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of yourfelve* with too much authority ana' importance. Mf 
affuming this falfc pomp and air of confequence, you either 
give general difguft, or, what is infinitely more dangerous, 
you expofe yourfclves to be laughed at. The EngliQi are a 
faftidious people, and will not fdbmit to be talked to in fo 
high atone, by $ fet of private gentlemen, of whom ttiey 
know nothing, but that they call therarfelves Supporters oftbt 
Bill of Rights. There are queftions, which, m good policy, 
you would never provoke the people in general to a(k them- 
/elves. At the fame time, Sir, t am far from meaning t& 
undervalue the inftitution of this fociety. Oh the contrary, 
I think the plan was admirable; that it has already been of 
fignfel fervice to the public, and may be of much greater ; 
and I do moft earneftly wiih, that you cdnftdef of* and pro* 
mote a plan for forming constitutional clubs, all through the • 
kingdom. A meafure of this kind would alarm government 
more, and bq of more eflential fervice to the caule, tb*n an£ 
thing that can be done relative to new-modelling the Houfe of 
Commons. You fee then, that my objections aredire&ed 
to the particular meafure, not to the general inftitution. 

In the consideration of this meafure, my firft objection 
goes to the declared purpofe of the refolutions, iivthe terms 
fcnd mode in which you have defcribed it, vi». the extermi- 
nation of corruption. In my opinion, vou grafp at the tin- 
pojftble* and lofe the really attainable. Without plaguing you 
or myfelf with a logical argument upon a fpeeulativa 
queftion, I willingly appeal to your own 'candour and judg- 
ment. Can any man in his fenfes affirm, that, as things are 
now circumftanced in this country, it is poffible to exterminate 
corruption ? Do you feridufly think it poffible to carry through 
both houfes fuch a place-bill as you defcribe in the fifth arti- 
cle ; or fuppofing it carried, that it would not be evaded I 
When you talk of contracts and lottery tickets, do you think 
that any human law can really prevent their being distributed 
and accepted ? In fhort, Sir, would you, bona fide % and as s* 
man of honour, give it for your expectation and opinion, 
that there is a (ingle county or borough in the kingdom, that 
will form the declaration recommended to them in the refolu- 
tions, and inforce it upon the candidates ? For myfelf, I will 
tell you freely, not what I think, but what I know ; the refo- 
lutions are either totally neglected in the country, or, if 
read, are laughed at, and by people \v ho mean as well to the 
caufe as any of us. 

With regard to the articles taken feparately, I own I am 
concerned to jfce that the great condition, which ought to be 
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the Jme qua non of parliamentary qualification, whicl% cmg^t 
to be the bafis, as it afluredly will be the only fupport, ?f 
every barrier raifed in defence of the conftitution, I mean a 
declaration upon oath v to Jh&rten the duration of parliaments* is 
reduced tq the fourth rank in the efteem of the fociety, a^d 
even in that place, far from being infilled on with firmrttfs 
and vehemence, feems to have been particularly flighted ,JA 
thctxpreffion, you Jbali endeavour to rejiore annual parliaments. 
Are thcfe the terms-which men who are in earneft make ufe 
of, wfcen the fahts reipublica is at ftake f I expe&ed .other, lan- 
guage from Mr. WiUces. Belides my obje&ion in point .of 
form, I difapprovc highly of the meaning of the 4th ariicjc, 
as ft Bands.-^-Whenevef the queftion fliall he ferioufly. agi- 
tated, I will endeavour, (and if I live will aifuredly attempt 
it) to convince the Enrfifli nation by arguments, to my un- 
dcrftanding unahfwerable, that they ought to inijift upon a 
triennia), and banHhthe idea of ah annual parliament. 

Article ■ 1. : The terms of the firft article would have been 
very proper a century or two ago, but they are not adapted, to 
the prefent irate of the Cortftitution. The king does n<)t a£t 
dirt&if either in impoiing or redreffing grievances. * We need 
not notv bribe the crown to do us juftice ; and, as to the re&- 
falof fupplfes, we might punim burfelves indeed, tut it 
would be no way compulfory upon the king. . With rejfpeA 
to his civil lift, he is already independent, or might be fo,>t£ 
he had common fenfe, or common refolution 5 and as for re* 
fufing to vote the army or^ navy, I hope we (hall never be 
mad enough to try an experiment every way fo hazardous. 
But, in faft, the effort would be infinitely top great for the 
occafion ; all we want is an honeft reprefentative t or at leaft 
ftrch an one as will have fome refpeft for the conftituent bo* 
dy. Formerly the houfe of commons we're cpmpslled to bar* 
gain with the fovereign'. At prefent they may prqfcribc their 
own conditions. So much, in general, tor. grievances: aa ft? 
particular grievances, almoft all thofe we complain of aoe t 
apparently, the afts either of the Lords or the Commons. The 
appointment of unworthy mini Iters is riot ftri&ly a grievance!, 
(that is a legal fubjeft of complaint to Peking) until thofe 
tainKters are arraigned atnd convifted indjup courfe of law* lf$ 
after that, 1 * the king fhoald perfift in, keeping tbem in offices 
it would be a grievance in the ftrift legal {exile of the word, a ' ". 
would undoubtedly juftify rebellion according to the forms, 
as well as the fpint of the conftitution. t am far from con- 
demning the late addreflfes to the throne ; thuey Qtyght to be in* 
ceffantly repeated. The people, by the lingular foliation c| 
Pol. Reg, Vol. X. - f S A their 
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their affairs, are compelled to do the duty of the houfe ©f 
commons. 

Article 2. I objeft to the fecond article, becaufe I think 
that multiplying oaths is only multiplying perjury. Betides 
this, I am fatisned that, with a triennial parliament (and 
without it all other provifions are nugatory) Mr. GrenvUle's 
bill is, or may be made, a fufficient guard againft any grofs, 
or flagrant offences in this way. 

Article 3. The terms of the third article are too loofe and 
indefinite to make a diftindl and ferious impreflion. That the 
people are not equally and fully reprefented is unqueftionable, 
but let us take care what we attempt. We may demolish the 
venerable fabric we intend to repair \ and where is the ftrength 
and virtue to eredt a better in its ftead ? I fhould not, for my 
own part, be fo much moved at the corrupt and odious prac- 
tices, by which inconfiderable men get into parliament ; nor 
even at the want of a perfect representation (and certainly 
,nothingcan be lefs reconcileable to the theory than, the, iu^- 
ftnt pra&ice of the constitution) if means could be found to 
compel fuch men to do their duty (in effentials at lead) when 
they are in parliament. Now, Sir, I am convinced that, if 
Shortening the duration of parliaments (which in effect is 
keeping the reprefentative under the rod of the conftituent) 
be not made the bafis of our new parliamentary jurifprudence, 
bther checks, or improvements fignify nothing. On the con- 
trary, if this be made the foundation other meafqres may 
come in aich, and, as auxiliaries, be of considerable advantage. 
Lord Chatham's projeft, for inftance, of increafing the numV 
ber of knights of fliires, appears to me admirable, and the 
moment we have obtained a triennial parliament, it ought 
to be tried. As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am 
as much offended as any man at feeing fo many of them under 
thedire& influence of the crown, or at the difpofal of private 
fierfons j yet I own I have both doubts and apprehenfions, 
in regard to the remedy you propofe. I (hall be charged, 
perhapt, with an unnfual want of political intrepidity, when, 
I honeftly eonfefs to you, that I am (tarried at the idea of fo 
extenfive an amputation. In the firft place, \ queftion the 
power, A jure, of the legiflature to disfranchise a number of 
boroughs upon the general ground of improving the conftitu- 
tion, There cannot be a do&rine more fatal to the liberty 
?nd property we are contending for, than that which con- 
founds the idea of a Jupreme and an arbitrary legiflature. I 
need not pqint out to yoij (he fatal purpofes to which it has 
t^en, and may he applied. Jf iye ax? fincere in the political 
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treed we profefs, there are many things which we blight to 
a&rm cannot be done by King, Lords, and Commons* 
Among thefe 1 reckon the disfranchifmg a borough with a ge- 
neral view to improvement. I confider it as equivalent to 
robbing the parties concerned of their freehold, of their 
birthright. I fay, that although this birthright may be for-* 
feited, or the exercife of it fufpended in particular cafes, it 
cannot be taken away by a general law, for any real or pre- 
tended purpofe of improving the conftitution. I believe 
there is no power in this country to make fuch a law. Sup- 
pofing the attempt made, I am perfuaded you cannot mean 
that either King or Lords fhould take an a&ive part in it. A 
bill which only touches the reprefentation of the people mud 
originate in the Houfe of Commons, in the formation and 
mode of paffing it. The exclufive right of the Commons 
muft be afierted as fcrupuloufly as in the cafe of a money- 
bill. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad to know by what kind of 
reafoning it can be proved, that there is a power veftcd in the 
reprefentative to deftroy his immediate conftituent : from 
whence could he poffibly derive it? A courtier, I know, will 
be ready enough to maintain the affirmative. The do&rine 
fuits htm exadtly, becaufe it gives an unlimited operation to 
the influence of the crown. But we, Mr. Wilkes, muft hold 
a different language. It is no anfwer to me to fay, that the 
bill, when it pafles the Houfe of Commons, is the a& of the 
majority, and not of the reprefentatives of the particular bo- 
roughs concerned. If the majority can disfranchife tea bo- 
roughs, why not twenty ? Why not the whole kingdom i 
Why fhould not they make their own feats in parliament, for 
life ? When the feptennial a& paffed, the legiflature did 
what apparently and palpably they had no power to do ; but 
they did more than people in general were aware of j they 
disfranchised the whole kingdom for four years. For argu- 
ment's fake, I will now fuppofe, that the expediency of the 
meafure, and the power of parliament, were unqueftionable* 
Still you will find an infurmountable difficulty in the exclu- 
fion. When all yourinftruments of amputation are prepared 
—when the unhappy patient lies bound at your feet, without 
the poflibility of refiftance, by what infallible rule will you 
direct the operation ? When you purpofe to cut away the rot- 
ten parts, can you tell us what parts are perfe&ly found f 
Are there any certain limits, in fa& or theory, to inform you 
at what point you muft flop— at what point the mortification) 
ends ? To a man fo capable of obfervation and reflection as 
you are, it is unneceffary to fay all that might be faid upon 
* S % th« 
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the fubje<ft* BefiAe* that I approve highly of Lord Chat' 
ham's idea of " infufing a portion of new health into the 
constitution to enable it to bear its infirmities," (a brilliant 
expreifioo, and fall of intrinfic wifdom) other reafons concur 
in perfuading me to adopt it. I have no objection to paying 
him fuch compliments as carry a condition with them, and 
either bind him firmly to the caufc, or become the bittezeft 
reproach to him if he deferts it. Of this laft I have not the 
moftdiftant fuipicion. There is another man, indeed, with 
whole conduft I am not To compleatly fatisfied. Yetjeven, 
he, I think, has jtot refdhrtion to do any thing flagrantly im- 
pudent ia the face of his country. At the fame time that I 
think it good policy to pay thofe compliments to X*ord Chat- 
ham, which in good truth he has nobly deferved, I fliould be 
glad to mottify thofe contemptible creatures, who call them* 
lei ve* noblemen, whofe worthtefs importance depends entirely 
upon their influence over boroughs, and cannot be fafeljt^di- 
minifhed, but 'by encreafing the powers of the counties at 
large* Among thefe men, I cannot but diftinguifli the meaneft 
of the human fpecres, the whole race of the Comvays. t have 
but oiic word to add — I would not give reprefentatives to thofe 
great trading towns^ which have none at prefent. If the 
merchant and the manufadhirermuft be really reprefented, let 
them become freeholders by tSierr induftry, and let the repre- 
fentation of the county be ehcreafed. You will find the in- 
terruption of buftnefs in thofe towns, by the triennial riots 
and cabals of ele&ion, too dear a price for the nugatory pri- 
vilege of fending members to parliament. 

. The remaining articles will hot require a long difcuffion i— 
of the 4th and 5th articles I have fpoken already. 

Artuh 6. The meafufes recommended in the fixth are un- 
exceptionable. My only doubt is, how can an a<9: apparently 
done by the Boufe of Commons be fixed, by fufficient legal 

evidence, upon the Duke of G — : — —n or Lord N h, 

of whofe guilt I am neverthelefs compleatly fatisfied ? As for 

Lord W mi . »h and Lord B n, their own letters are 

a fufficient ground of impeachment. 

Article 7. The feventh article is alfo very proper and necef- 

fary. The impeachment of Lord M d, upon his own 

paper, is indifpenfable. Yet fufFer me to guard you againft 
the feducing idea of concurring in any vote, or encouraging 
any bill, which may pretend to afcertain, while in reality it 
limits, the conftitutional power of juries. I would have 
their right, to return ia general verdi<3 in all cafes whatfoe- 
ver, confidered as a part of the conftitution, fundamental, 

(acred, 
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facred, and no more queftionable by the kgiflature ; than 
wfeetber the government of tihe country {hall be by King, 
Lwds % and Commons. Upon this point, an enacting bill 
wouM be pernicious ; a declaratory bill* t&fay the^eft of it, 
ufetefe. 

Articled. I think the eighth article would be more properly 
efcprfcflfed thus: Tou Jball grant no money, unlefs for.fervius 
known to, and approved of \ 'by parliament. In general the Sup- 
plies are : ap£i*opriated, and cannot eafily he mifapplied. The 
Boufe of Commons are indeed too ready in .granting large 
fums under the head of Exfraordinaries incurred and not frwi* 
tied for. But the accounts lie before them j — it: is their oma 
fatflt if { they do not examine thefe. The manner in which 
tfct late flebfupdri the civil lift was pretended to he incurred, 
and refcUy paid, demands a particular examination. Never 
was thfcre a more impudent outrage offered to a patient people. 
" Article 9. The ninth is indifpenfaWe ; but 1 think the 
matter of it fitter for inftrucTtion, than the declaration you 
have in view. I am very appreherifive of clogging the de- 
cter&ioA, and making it too long. 

- itrtide ID and 11. Th the tenth and eleventh you are civil 
to Ireland and America 5 and, if you -mean nothing -but -of* 
ttetitiatKm, it may poffibly arifwer your purpofe. Your care of 
Ireland is much to be commended. But, I -think, in good po- 
lity, you jtfiay as weH com pleat a reformation at home, before 
you attempt to carry your improvements to fuch a diftarjce. 
Clearing the fountain is thebeft and&orteft way to purify 
the ftream. As for taxing the Americans by their own re- 
prefehtatives, I confeft I do not perfe£My uiraerftand you. If 
you propofe that, in the article of taxation, they fhould here- 
after be left to the authority of their refpedive aflemblies, I 
imift own I think you had no bufinefs to revive a queftioa 
which fliould, and probably would, have lain dormant for 
6V'er. If you mbafn that the Americans (hould be authorifed 
fjo fend their repreferitatives to the Bririfh parliament, I fliall 
be contented with referring you to what Mr. Burke has laid 
upon this fubjeft, and will not venture to add any thing of 
jmy own, for fear of tltfcovering an offenfive difregard of your 
opinion. Since the repeal of the ftamp a&, I know of no 
afts tending to tax the Americans, except that which creates 
4he tea duty 5 and even that can hardly be called internal. 
Yet it ought to be repealed, as an impolitic a&, not as an op- 
p reffive one. It preferves the contention between the mother 
country and the colonies, when every thing worth contend- 
ing for is, in reality, given lip. When this a& is repealed, 
i prefume you will turn your thoughts to the pottage of let- 
ter*] 
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ter$; a tax impofedby authority of parliament, and levied in 
the very heart of the colonies. I am not fufEciently informed 
upon the fubjeft of that excife, which' ypu fay is fubftituted 
in North America to the laws of cuftoms, to deliver fuch an 
opinion upon it as I would abide by; Yet I can eafily 
comprehend, that admitting the neceffity of raifing a revenue . 
for the fupport of government there, any other revenue laws, 
but thofe of excife, would be nugatory in fuch a country as 
America. I fay this with great diffidence as to the point in 
queftion, and with a pofitive proteft againft any conclufion 
from America to Great Britain. 

If thefe obfervations (hall appear to deferve the attention of 
the fociety, it is for them to confider what ufe may be made 
of them. I know how difficult and irkfome it is to tread back 
the fteps we have taken ; yet, if any part of what I have fub-> 
mitted to you carries reafon and conviction with it, I hope 
that no falfe fhame will influence our friends at the London - 
Tavern. Let my opinions be fairly examined. 

JUNIUS. 

Jani&ry 21. 

THIS day his majefty came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
being in his royal robes feated on the throne with the 
ufual folemnity, Sir Francis Molyneux, gentleman ufher of 
the black rod, was fent with a meflage from his Majefty to the 
Houfe of Commons, commanding their attendance in the 
Houfe of Peers : The Commons being come thither accord- 
ingly, his Majefty was plcafed to make the following moft 
gracious fpeech. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
IT gives me much fatisfa&ion, that nothing in the fitua- 
tion of our affairs, either foreign or domeftic, has obliged 
me to require your attendance earlier than might Jhave been, 
confident with your private convenience ; and that now you 
are met together, you will find yourfelves at liberty to give 
your whole attention to the eftablifhment of wile and uieful 
regulations of law, and to the extenfion of our commercial, 
advantages. 

The performance of the engagement of the King of Spain, 
in the reftitution of port Egmont and Falkland's Man d, and 
the repeated aflurances I have received of the pacific difpoii- 
tion of that court, as well as of other powers, promife to my 
fubje&s the continuance of peace : and we may, with the 
greater confidence, hope, that we (hall not be difturbed in 
the enjoyment of this blefl;ng, as there is no reafon to appre- 
hend that we (hall become involved in the troubles which ftill 
unhappily prevail in one part of Europe. 
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The danger of the farther fpreading of the infe&knfs 
fickntefstn Europe is, I truft, very much abated. But Imuft 
recommend it to you, not to fuffer o,ur happinefs, in having 
been hitherto preferved from fo dreadful a calamity, to leflen 
your Vigilance in the ufe of every reasonable precaution for 
ourfafety. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. 

rhaye ordered the eftimates for the fervice of the current 
year to be laid before you.' I rnakeno doubt but you will fee 
the propriety of maintaining a re/pe&abje eftablifliment of 
my naval forces : I am plea fed, however, to find that I fliall be 
.under noiieceffityof afkirig.of ypu, at this time, any extraor* 
dinary aid. " ' ' '".,," ' ., ,1. 

'My Lords*, and Gentlemen, * ; . . 

The concerns of this country are fo various and extenfive, 
as to require the rribff vigilant and active attention ; and fome 
.of them, as well from remotenefs of place, as from other 
circumftances, are fo peculiarly liable to abufes, and expofed 
to danger, that the interpolation of the legiflature for their 
protection maiy become neccffary. If, in any fuch inftances, 
either for fupplyirig defe&s, or remedying abufes, you (hall 
find it requisite to provide any new laws, you may depend 
upon my ready concurrence in whatever may beft contribute 
tO'Che attainment of thofe falutary ends, 

>' i *. i > • ' ■ --. . - * . i i. .. i ■■ , . - ■ 

Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, Tuefday January 22. ♦ 

AFTER the houfe had returned from waiting on his Ma*- 
jefty, the fpeech became the object of difcuffion, Lor4 
Htnchinbroke in a ftudied harangue, which he had not got very 
perfectly by heart, moved for an addrefs, and faid that, how- 
ever mueh gentlemen might differ about the terms, none could 
have any obje&ion to the firft paragraph, which exprefled 
their duty and affection to the fovereign and his royal con fort, 
and their fatisfadion at the increafe of their family ; that the 
wifdom and paternal care of the king in preserving us from the 
calamities of war, while at the fame time he had aflerted the 
honour and juft rights of his people demanded their higheft 
acknowledgments ; that the prefent ftate of the navy was re- 
fpe&able, but that from the peculiarity of his fituation he 
could not expatiate on the fubject, and that he begged the 
houfe's pardon for having faid fo much. He then read the 
addrefs, and after the Speaker had done the fame, Mr. Vane 
feconded his motion faying, that the, noble Lord had exprefled 
fo fully and fojuftly that little remained for him to add ; an4 
that, if it was not cqftomary on thefe occafions to fay iome- 
thing, he could content himfelf barely with fccondirg the mo- 
fiqrj, ffe-$her} briefly recapitulated the arguments of Lord 
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Hinchrrrgbroke declaring that to congratulate the King on die 
different accounts mentroned by him was in fcft to cotoggatu- 
late ©urfelves ; that as we wexe now, thro' the wifdorq of his 
Majefty, at peace with all the world, and likely to rea^ain fc» 
they wenid havefeifbre for directing their attention to <k>jpef- 
tic affairs ; that the malversation of the Eaft India Company's 
fcrvants called loudly for their interpofition, and that he be- 
lieved they feould haye an opportunity of displaying t^e ir 1*- 
giflatfre wifdom in adjufting thefe matters., {ierebtntp ow 
the heads of the different charges brought againil the Copm- 
ny and its fervants, but as they are well known to the pubiW, . 
^we Avail fay nothing of them* After he fat down^ every body 
expe&ed that fome member of the opposition wquldrife! 
But behold ! they were tongue-tied. 

• .., ■ • , ■ '- ' !.'V 

To the Minority in both Houses of PARLIAMENT. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

WHAT is become of that fpirit of fadependance, which 
animated .you laft feffion in defence of the national li- 
berties ? The firftday of the feffion yoy have fuffcr-ed to pa& 
without the leaft opposition ; as if the King's fpeech was really 

unexceptionable.--iord North by the advice of Sandwich 
foAorc to touch arty difcordant firing. Neither the affairs of 
Ireland nor the Manilla ranfom were mentioned. But. was this 
-artifice a fufiicient reafon for your filence ? On the coittrajy 
the ftratagem ftiaujd have roufed you into aclion. What tho* 
%\r William Draper has betrayed the companions of his vic- 
tory ? you fcouid not have followed his example. He is-pajd 
for his forbearance. Do you ftand in the fame predicament ? 
We cannot, upon any other fuppofition eafily account for your 
co0du£h Yet let us hope the beft, and attribute the whole 
to an overfight. You cannot all have been bribed in the per r 
fori of brothers like Sir William Meredith. Some hpneft and 
independent men mqft ftill remain among you. Why da not 
they ftand forth, and continue to open the eyes of the nation 
to its multiplied grievances ? Not a fingle complaint has been 
yet Satisfactorily anfwered by the crown. The affair of the 
Middlefex election continues in its old date. All the remon- 
strances and petitions have been laid up as ufelefs lumber, or 
given to the maids of honour for thread- papers. If you allow 
'matters to ftand on this footing, the turn of the Houfe of 
Commons will come next. The traniition is cafy from the 
riegleft of the people to the negledl of their. representative* ♦ 
Indeed the latter is a neceflary confeauence of the former. Bo 
wife then, and check defpotifm in the bud. If yqu thus go 

. to fleep, antf fuffer it to take root, all is loft : UUctt % a&wn eft* 
feriimm^ i GRACCHUS, 
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Secure in his retreat Vejanius lies* 
Hangs up his arms, nor courts the doubtful prifce j 
Wi sely refolv'd to tempt his fate no .more, 
Or the light croud for his difcharge implore, 

Francis' Hor; 

UPON Mr. 's acceffion to the government of 

the Leeward Iflands, I had the honor to point out to 
you his non-ability for the execution of fuch an office ; upon 
his embarkation for Europe in confequence of a leave of ab- 
fence from the ad mini drat ion, tiuTerted to you he never would re- 
aflume the reins of government, whatever proteftations he might 
have made, or however he might have endeavoured to throw duft 
in the- poor deluded people's eyes ; both thefe affertions you 
have feen verified ; but it needed not the fpirit of prophecy, 
or one rifen from the dead, to fupport fafts which were noto- 
rious to every man of difcernment and common underftand- 
ing ; 1 hope therefore you will acquit me from, having in 
the leaft endeavoured to miflead you or the public at/larg*, in 
xo T refpeft 
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refpeft to this gentleman's charadtcr. Thefe letters (which 

have no fmall fhare in the removal of Mr, from an office 

which nature never meant him for) have ever flood upon fhe 
firm and invincible pillars of truth ; I aim at no rhetorical 
flourifhes, I do not mean to captivate the paflions of mankind, 
my weapons are, and ever (hall be plain truth) dictated by 
common honeft which needs no flowers of fpeech. As I 

think I have proved Mr. to have been an unfit man to 

hold the reins of government, and to be his Majefty's re- 
prefentative in a diftant part of his dominions ; I do now 

ftand forth and am bold enough to fay his fucceffor 

— • is if pofllble a ftill more unfit man, I do not attack: 

him as I have ever done Mr. ■ * ■ for the want of parts, 
I never will arrogate to myfelf or derogate from the juft me- 
rits of any man, 's underftanding we will 

then lay a£de, as 1 do moil: chearfully allow him to be a 
man, of fenfe; but his pride, vanity and hereditary notions of 
defpotifm, are fuch, that from die knowledge I have of the 
people whom he goes to govern, I am convinced his reign 
, will be to the full as unpopular and temporary as his prede- 
ceflbr's of immortal memory was j Mr. — — — *s firft appear- 
ance in England (for he is by birth a Weft-Indian) was juft 
upon the eve of the late general elefiion ; by wading through 
a fea of corruption and diftreffing his eftate (no very large 
one) he procured himfelf to be returned for *— — — ; foon 

after the meeting of the prefent p 1, Mr. rendered 

himfelf very confpicuous and courtly, by appearing not quite 
fatisfied that Mr. Wilkes had only loft his feat for Middlefex, 
he was alfo .for bringing in a bill of pains and penalties to 
expel him the kingdom j this opened the eyes of the minifter 
and he judged bim a proper implement or tool to be ufed or 
laid aflde at his will and pleafure j accordingly we find him 
in the fucceeding feffion the perfon pitched upon to move the 
addrefe and echo back the minifter's fpeech ; and as he had 
taken a determination not to do his matter's work by halves, 
he was pleafed in his motion to call the miniftry a fet of fpot- 
lefc gentlemen. I know, Mr.. Editor, you will fmile at the 
idea of ipotlefs being joined to the names of Grafton and 
Rigby ; but as I told yoo before, fair truth fhall ever guide 

fiiy goofe-quill: for this laft fpeech Mr. was 

complimented with the government of the Leeward 
Mauds, his Shoulder decorated with a blufhing ribband 
of the military order of the Bath, to the diflike of many 
of our ancient families, who thought they had a fairer 
claim to it than an upftart Weft-Indian of yefterday $ thus 
you fee how nobly he was rewarded for his dirty work $ it has 

of 
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of late become the faJhion for every afpiring Weft- Indian 

to endeavour at getting into p t, and when there, they 

all run at fame goal, they are as mad for the government of 
the leeward Iflands as Sancho was for that of Barataria 
when be attended the fortunes of the Don ; this the miniftry 
have bad addrefs enough to find out, fo that every Weft -In- 
dian comes into p 1 with a clog about his leg ; Mr. 

had no fooner left Portfmouth than his office, in 

cafe of vacancy, was promifed to Mr. —— — , -. no 

fooner makes his courtly bow at St. James' than this dear 

place is promifed to one of the prefent members for » «■ ' ■ 

— , a man of obfeure birth and ftill more obfeure con- 
nexions, but as he was juft called to parliament and having 
been fufpe&ed to be a Wilkite it was neceffary to divert him 
wif h this promife as you would a child with a rattle and bells. 
The Romans feldom or never fent a native to the govern- 
ment of a colony, this policy was worthy of that noble peo- 
ple, the reafons which operate againft fuch an appointment are 

obvious; I do believe Mr. might have fucceeded 

better, though not altogether, had he not been a native of 
Chriftopher's ; upon his arrival the people had immediately a 
retrofpe&ive eye to his anceftry, which they traced to about 
two generations back, and there found him originating from 
an illiterate Negroe driver ; I do not mention this as con- 
veying any abufe tp Mr. — ■ , it is well known, and I am 

fure he has candour enough not to deny it ; the people brought 
their ideas then nearer ftill to him and in the perfon of his 
father found a poor miferable illiterate old man dying for want 
in the midft of a good eftate ; thefe reflexions occafioned the 
multitude to exclaim, c Shall this man govern us ? we are 
at leaft his equals, if not his fuperiors;' and it was thefe re- 
flections that firft occafioned him to be treated with contempt, 
which Montefquteu fays, when a king or governor has 
brought upon himfelf he has every thing to fear; to fup- 
port my argument of it's being impolitic to fend a native to 
govern a colony, I will now proceed to examine what prof- 

pe£t — — — — — can have of a peaceable adminiftra- 

tion; in the male line he fprings from the fame family with 
Mr. , fo that if you go back two generations you 

come to his origin, his father Mr. ■■ ■ — — — was always 
efteemed a proud, arbitrary, infolent man, curfed with a de- 
fended unpopularity and which he even carried to execration 
by his having at the very time of his being Chief Juftice of 
the courts of King's Bench and Common Pleas, inceftuoufly 
married the fifter of hi* fecond wife ; and I am fure the peo- 
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pic will vi(it the fins of the father upon the prefent governor 
and to the third and fourth generation; in regard to Mr. 

n ■ -, who now looks forward to the promifed land; 

he alfo is a Weft-Indian; but of fo vulgar and mean an ex- 
traction that it is not worth the trouble of enquiring who or 
what he is ; let it fuffice to fay the Weft-Indians know him 
and his origin well, that he lived in open fornication in St. 
Chriftopher's, and in as open adultery in England, liaving 

married the daughter of a gentleman in H — — S of 

confiderable fortune and made her compleatly miferable. I 
am well aware that it will be faid by njy readers, That the 
author of thefe letters is fome jealous difcon tented man who 
would be glad to get the government for himfelf ; to obviate 
this objeftion to my candour, know Mr. Editor, that I am 
by birth a Weft-Indian, and that any application of mine for, 
or appointment to this office, would immediately fly in the face 
of my general argument, viz. that a native of a colony ihould be 
fent to govern in the place of his nativity ; thefe letters have not 
not proceeded from a fcurrilous difpofition to abufe or expofe 
any man, but from a natural love which I bear the Weft-Indi- 
ans and the Weft-India iflands, and from a powerful defire £ 
have to fee internal peace take place in the once happy ifland 
of St. Chriftopher's; which never will be the cafe until an 
European is deputed by his Majefty ; let him be Engliih, 
Scotch, or Irifh, let him be but poflefled of the arts of go- 
vernment, let him but conceal the meannefs of his anceftry, 
I will join in throwing a {hade over the juvenile part of his 
life. This will fecure him from contempt. He will find a 
generous noble people and I fhall from the very bottom of my 
heart wifti him fuccefs. 

Hill Street, February II. X. 

m ■ i ■ a i iii i — —i. i » ii !■ '«— — . ii r i . 

Seafonable Reflections on Mr. Sawbridge's Motion, 
againft the holding of long Parliaments. 

THERE is nothing the people of England in general 
have always (hewn fo great a diflike to as the holding of 
long parliaments. This diflike may be faid to be truly inhe- 
rent to their notions of liberty, and juftly founded on reafon 
and experience. Long parliaments in former reigns have 
proved the unhappy caufe of great calamities to this nation, 
and have at all times been declared, an innovation upon our 
conftitutiori. In the 4th of Edward III. an aft pafled for 
holding them once a year, or oftener, if there ihould be oc- 
, cafion. In the 36th year of the fame reign, that ftatute was 
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firmed. In that pirliament Magna Charta and Charta de Fo- 
refta were confirmed, and Several new privileges granted to 
the fubjeft. Then comes the claufe relating to parliaments, 
which Sufficiently (hews the intention and original institution 
of them, was for the redrefs of grievances : for the bill enacts, 
" That for the maintenance of the faid articles and ftatutes 
(that is the privileges beforementioned,) and for redrefs of 
divers mifchiefs and grievances which daily happen, anew 
parliament fhall be held once every year." 

In the early days when this prudent care was taken for the 
frequent meeting of parliaments, the crown was pofleffed of 
revenues, which made applications to the people for money, 
unlefs on extraordinary emergencies, unnecefTary. It there- 
fore plainly appears, u That redrefs of grievances, making 
falutary laws for the good of the community, and preferv- 
ing the liberties of the people, by Supporting a due balance 
between the power of the crown and the rights of the Subject, 
were the main ends of calling parliaments." The power of 
calling them being the undoubted prerogative of the crown, 
it became neceflary, for the fafety of the fubje&,*to oblige 
the crown to cajl them frequently. A caution of this kind 
is no longer neceflary, nor can it ever be, fo long as we pre- 
ferve to ourfelves the power of granting money ; the crown 
revenues being funk, or wantonly granted away, the annual 
call for a fupply muft neceflarily produce an annual meeting 
of parliament. But the grievance now complained of, is of 
a very different nature. It is not founded on discontinuance 
of parliaments, but on a too long and dangerous continuance 
of one and the fame parliament ; a practice unheard of in for- 
mer times, when prorogations were not known : for when 
a parliament was annually called for the redrefs of grievances, 
as foon as the bufinefs cf the Seflton was over it was'diilblved, 
and a new one called the next year for the fame purpofe ; by 
which means the country had a proper check upon their re- 
presentatives, and thofe who had appeared to be too much 
under the influence oS the crown, thoSe who were too much, 
attached to the minifter, had lefs opportunity of injuring 
their country; the» people had it more frequently in their 
power to (hew a proper refentment, and remedy the evil, by 
fending others the next year in their places. 

Thus parliaments were generally annual, but never con- 
tinued longer than three years, till the remarkable reign of 
Henry -Vlli. he was a prince of unruly appetites, and of an 
arbitrary will. He was impatient of every reftraint ; the laws 
of God and man fell equally a Sacrifice, as they Stood in the 
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way of his avarice, or difappointed his ambition. He there- 
fore introduced long parliaments, becaufe he very well knew, 
that they would become the proper instruments of both ; and 
what a flavifh obedience they paid to all his meafures is £uf- 
ficiently known* 

If we come to the reign of King Charles I. we muft ac- 
knowledge him to be a prince of a contrary temper ; he had 
certainly an innate love for religion and virtue, and of confe- 
quence for the liberty of his country. But here lay the misfor- 
tune.— He was led from his natural difpofition by fycophants 
and flatterers. They advifed him to neglelfc the calling of fre- 
quent new parliaments, and therefore by not taking the con- 
stant fenfe of his people in what he did, he was worked up 
into fo high a notion of prerogative, that the commons, in 
order to reftrain it, obtained that independent fatal power, 
Which at laft unhappily brought him to his mod tragical end, 
and at the fame time fubverted the whole conftitutien. This 
leflbn, it is to be hoped, will be learned from it fome time or 
other, never to compliment the crown with any new or ex- 
travagant powers, nor deny the people thofe rights, which by 
ancient ufage they are entitled to ; but to referve the juft and 
equal balance, from which they will both derive mutual fe- 
curity, and which, if duly obferved, will render our con- 
stitution the envy and admiration of all the world. 

King Charles II. naturally took a furfeit to parliaments 
from what had happened to his father, and was therefore ex- 
tremely defirous to lay them afide. But this was a fcheme 
impradable. However, in fome meafure he did fo ; for he 
obtained a parliament, which, by its long duration, like an 
army of veterans, becaufe fo exactly difciplined to his own 
meafures, that they knew no other command but from that 
perfon who gave them their pay. This was a fafe and inge- 
nious way of enflaving a nation.— It was very well known, 
that arbitrary power, if it was open and avowed, would ne- 
ver prevail here. The people were therefore amufed with 
the fpecious form of their ancient conftitution ; it extfted, 
indeed, in their fancy ; but like a mere phantom, had no 
fubftance nor reality in it ; for the power, the authority, the 
dignity of parliaments were wholly loft. — This was that re- 
markable parliament, which fo juftly obtained the opprobrious 
name of the ' penfioned parliament ;' and was the model from 
which fome later parliaments have been exactly copied. 

At the time of the Revolution, the people made a frefh 
claim of their ancient privileges ; and as they had fo lately 
experienced the misfortune of long and fervile parliaments, 
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it was then declared, 'That they fhould be held frequently/ 
But, it Teems, their full meaning was not understood by 
this declaration ; and therefore, as in every new fcttlement, 
the intention of all parties (hould be fpecincally manifefted, 
the parliament never ceafed ftruggling with the crown, till 
the triennial law was obtained. 

Some have fince alledged in the view of favouring fepten- 
nial parliaments, that the triennial bill was introduced by 
the enemies to the Revolution, 'Tis true, it was not in- 
troduced by the courtiers at that time : We (eldom fee fuch 
bills, introduced by fuch gentlemen ; but does not every one 
know, that it was my lord Somers who was the chief pro- 
moter of that bill, and that moftof thofe who fupported him 
in it, were gentlemen who had been deeply concerned in bring- 
ing about the revolution ? The courtiers, indeed, oppofed it, 
and even King William himfelf, by the advice of fome wic- 
ked minifters, refufed to pafs it the firft time it was offered ; 
but when it came back again to him, he was better advifed ; 
and if he had not pa fled it, he had not done what he ought 
to do, he had not done all he came to do, nor that which, 
when he came, he promifed to do, which was to reftore the 
people to the full enjoyment of all their rights and privi- 
leges. 

The foundation for enafting the feptennial bill, appears, 
it is feid, from the preamble to it, " That triennal parlia- 
ments have proved more grievous, burthen fome, and expen- 
five, than they were ever known before that law pafled." 

Let us confider the caufe. It is the lengthening of the 

term that occafions the ex pence ; and the multiplicity of pla- 
ces enjoyed by the members, may be likewife juftly affigned 
as another caufe. Would not a man give more for an an- 
nuity of three years, than for a grant determinable at the 
: end of one j and by the fame parity of reafoning, muft not 
feptennial parliaments prove more grievous, burthenfome, and 
expenfive than triennial, at leaft in fuch a degree, as an an- 
nuity for (even years deferves a better confideration than one 
for three. 

There is another reafon, upon which the feptennial acY 
was grcunded, and this was a ftifpicion, that defigns were 
carrying on to renew the rebellion, and an invafion from 
abroad. This was undoubtedly the only juftifiable pretence 
for ena&ing it into a law ; and it might poffiblv have induc- 
ed fome gentlemen of very great honour and integrity, to 
give their votes for the bill at that junfture, for thofe who 
voted for it from that view, could never intend it fhould be 
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made perpetual) or that it fhould continue longer than that 

misfortune fubfifted* People, in their fears, have very 

often recourfe to defperate expedients, which, if not cancel- 
led in feafon, will themfelves prove fatal to that conftitution* 

which they were meant to fecure. Such is the nature of 

the feptennial law ; it was intended only as a prefervative 
againft a temporary inconvenience 3 the inconvenience is re- 
moved, but the mifchievous effe&s ftill continue ; for it not 
only altered the conftitution of parliaments, but extended 
that fame parliament beyond its natural duration ; and there- 
fore carries this mdft unjuft implication with it, ' That you 
may at any time ufurp the moft indubitable, thejnoft eflential 
privilege of the people, I mean that of chufing their own 
reprefentatives. A precedent of fuch a dangerous confe- 
rence, of fo fatal a tendency, that it muft be a reproach to 
our ftatute book, if that law was any longer to fubfift, which 
might record it to pofterity. 

Far from remaining degenerate, let there be at length a 
feafon of virtue and public fpirit among us, and let us take 
advantage of it, to repeal thofe laws which ipfringe on our 
liberties, and introduce fuch as may reftore the vigour of our 
antient conftitution. 

Human nature is fo very corrupt, that all obligations lofe 
their force, unlefs they are frequently renewed. Long parli- 
aments become therefore independent of the people, and 
when they do, there always happens a moft dangerous depen- 
dence el fe where. If the people had more frequent opportu- 
nities of varying the choice of their reprefentatives, they 
might difmifs fuch as have unfaithfully withdrawn their at- 
tention from them. 

The influencing powers of the crown are daily increafing, 
and it is highly requifite that parliaments fhould be fre- 
quently refponfible to their conftituents, and fhould be kept 
under the conftan: awe of adting contrary to their interefts. 
Modern hiftory, I believe, will inform us, that fome very 
dangerous attempts have been made on our liberties. 

The provifion made againft fuch whofe places vacate their 
feats jn parliaments hangs on fuch (lender things, that it is 
nothing better than a mere cob-web, whilft at the fame time 
there is no guarding againft penfioners, place-holders, jobbers, 
contractors, and the like, of the more fecret kind j neither 
can the people have other remedy to rid the nation of them 
but a new election, and that frequently pra&ifed. 

A farther mifchief of long parliaments is, that a minifter 
has time and opportunities of getting acquaintance with mem- 
ber?. 
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bers, of tampering with them, and of prafiifing his feveral 
arts to win them into his fchemes. This cannot be fo com- 
modioufly effected in a Parliament of fhort duration ; it muft 
be a w<?rk of time: forfcorruption is of fobafe a nature, that 
at firft fight it is extremely (hocking. Hardly any one has 
fubmitted to it all at once. His difpbfitibn muft be previoufly 
underftood ; the particular bait muft be found out with which 
he is to be allured, and after all, it is not without many 
ftruggles that he furrendens his virtue. Indeed, there are 
(onus, who all at once plunge themfelves over head and ears 
into any bafe action, but the generality of mankind are of a 
more cautious nature, and will proceed only by lei fu rely de- 
rees. One or two perhaps have deferted their colours the 
rft campaign* fome have done it a fecond ; but a great ma- 
ny, who have not that eager difpofition to vice, will wait 
till a third. 

For this reafon, fliort parliaments have been lefs corrupt 
than long ones;* they are obferved, like ftreams of water, 
always to collect more, impurities according to the diftance 
they run from the fountain head. Add to this, that frequent 
new parliaments will be the only proper remedy againft the 
fivil of bribery at election*. This evil could not arife from 
country gentlemen, the means for whofe election is natural 
and plaufible without it. It muft therefore be the invention 
of wicked and corrupt minifters, who have, from time to 
time, led weak princes into fuch destructive meafures, that 
they did not dare to rely upon the natural reprefentation of 
the people. Hence, long parliaments have been deemed 
worth purchafing at any rate, and confequently they firft in* 
troduced bribery. Country gentlemen, who have only their 
private fortunes to rely upon, and have no mercenary ends to 
ferve, are unable to bear up againft the tdrrent, efpecially if 
at any time the public treafure (hall be unfaithfully fquan- 
dered away for the purpofes of corruption. Country gen- 
tlemen, indeed, may make fome weak efforts, but as they 
generally prove unfuccefsful, and the time of a fre(h ftrug- 

Sle is at fo great a diftance, they at laft grow faint in the 
ifpute, give up their country for loft, and retire in defpair. 
Defpair naturally produces indolence, and that is the 
proper dilpofition forilavery. Minifters of ftate underftand 
this very well, and are therefore unwilling to awake the na- 
tion out of its lethargy, by frequent elections. They know 
that the fpirit of liberty, like every other virtue of the mind, 
is to be kept alive by conftant action, and that it is impoffible 
to enflave this nation, while it is perpetually upon its guard, 
jo U If 
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If then country gentlemen, by having 'frequent opportuni- 
ties of exerting themfelves in frequent elections, were kept 
warm and active in fuqh laudable contentions for the public 
good, it would raife that zeal and indignation, which at 
length muft get the better of thofc undue influences, by 
which the officer? of the crown have been able to fupplant 
country gentleman of great chara&ers and fortune. This is 
the real fore that has been long eating into the moil; vital part 
of our conftitution, and which nothing but (hort parliaments 
can probe to the bottom. Otherwife, a minifter muft con- 
ftantly entertain a corrupt familiarity with our borroughs ; 
and he need only fend down his treafury-mandates to pro- 
cure a fpurious reprefentativfc of the people, the offspring of 
his corruption, who will at all, times be ready to reconcile 
and juftify the moft contradictory meafures of his adm,iniftra- 
tion % and even to vote every crude indigefted dream of his 
bewildered fancy into a law* 

It may now appear evident, that the increafe of bribery 
and corruption is as natural a confequence of feptennial par* 
liaments, as any one thing can be conceived to be the con*? 
Sequence of another. There is no way for effectually pre-? 
venting corruption, bat by putting it out of the power of 
^ny man to corrupt, There is no corrupting any man 6ut 
by coming up to his price 3 therefore, the only way of put- 
ting it out of the power of any man to corrupt, is to put 
it out of the power of any man to come up to the price of 
any number of electors ; and this can only be done by mak- 
ing our eledions frequent : The more frequent the better, 
Ic is certain, a gentleman, who enjoys a good place or pen- 
fion tor feven years, is more able to give a high price than ^ 
if he had enjoyed that place or penfion but for one year, or 
even for three ; and he will more willingly give a high price, 
when he is thereby to purchafe the continuance of that pen- 
fion or place for feven years, than when he is to purchafe it; 
only for one or for three years. This is fo evident, that 1% 
cannot be^r being controverted. 

The power of the crown is very juftly apprehended to be 
growing to a too great, if not monftrous fize, and it is 
highly necefiary that fome method Should be propofed for 
re (training it within its proper bounds. Whilft then our 
diieafe is of fo complicated a nature, every well-wiiher to 
fyis country muft think that Mr. Sawbridge's motion is wife** 
ly calculated to remove the firft and principal diforder, by 
giving the people their ancient right of frequent new elec-* 
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tions, which will reftore the decayed authority of parliaments, 
and will put our conftitution into a natural condition of 
working out her own cure. 

' — ■ i ■ ii 

On the Deflruelive Confequences of Avarice y to the well-being of 

Society* 

Jvarus ipfe miferia caufa e/lfua. Publ. Syri ftnttnti*. 

AVARICE may be confidered in two different points 
, of view, either as it coincides with the chara&er of 
Cataline in Saluft, alieni eppetens, fui profufus ; * coveting the 
property of others, and lavifli of his own ;' or confined to 
the endlefs defire of accumulating wealth. The latter notion 
is peculiar to what is commonly denominated avarice, and 
in a more extenfive fenfe may be properlyjdefined " A paffion 
of the mind wholly intent upon the means of acquiring more 
and more, and lcarce ever embezzling, through fear of 

want, any part of what is acquired ." The depraved and 

unaccountable defire of /mankind, efpecially in the light of 
an illicit acquifition or detention, has been always accom- 
panied by the deteftation of God and man. Holy writ fur- 
nifhes us with a multiplicity of exemplary punifnments in- 
flifted on delinquents in this refpeel : and the precept9 of 
moralifts, the inve&ives and ridicule of fatire, have been 
Employed in expofing to fuch a degree the vice, that fcarce 
any thing new remains to be faid on the fubjeft, unlefs it: 
be from its extravagances and oddities, of which frequent 
inftances occur in moft parts of the world. • 

Avarice, under the influence of prodigality, laviflies con- 
tinually what is acquired, and continually thirfts after more. 
As it influences different ways the different degrees and fta- 
tions of life, it will admit of being viewed according to the 
diverfity of the deformed faces it prefents. Thefe are ob- 
vious to any attentive perfon, and the mifchiefs occafioned 
by them to fociety, are fo much the more dangerous, as of- 
ten conduced by occult methods ; or if glaring, far from 
being fometimes cenfured, they are extolled and dignified 
by the fpecious titles of honour and generofity in the mouths 
of a crowd of depending admirers and fycophants. In ge- 
neral, this fort of avarice is very dangerous in a ftate, be- 
caufe it feconds admirably well the fchemes of ambition, 
which fordid avarice, by being contracted within, and cir- 
cumfcribed by the fphere of timid notions, (cannot, nor 
even dares to attempt. Certain it is, that the (ame heart, 
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as m fame meafure equally enamoured of both, may be ca- 
pable of admitting both ; but in fa& it is not able to culti- 
vate them : For, where the love of hoarding wealth preponde- 
rates, it may be judged that no great matter need be appre- 
hended from ambition, this inordinate love of wealth being 
a conftant check upon it. Avarice, however, is perhaps the 
fame psflion with ambition, and is only placed in more ig- 
noble and daftardly minds, by which the objed is changed, 
from power to money ; or it may be, that one man purfuot 
power in order to wealth, and another wealth in order to 
power \ which laft, is the fafer way, though longer about, 
and by fuiting 'with evefry period as well as condition of life, 
id more generally followed. - 

But it feems that a vice which keeps fo firm a hold upon 
human nature, and governs it with fo unlimited a difpotifm, 
fince it cannot be intirely eradicated, ought at leaft to be re* 
itrained to the particular objects of thrift and penury, of 
private fraud and extortion, and by being never fuffered ta 
prey . upon the public, ought univerfally to be rejected as 
the mod unqualifying circumftance for any employment, 
where bribery and corruption can poffibly enter. Cicero* 
with good reafon in his fecond book of offices, fayj, that 
cc no vice appears with a more deformed afpeS than avarice, 
efpecially in thofe who are entrufted with the adminiftration 
of the commonwealth ; for to make a gain of the common- , 
wealth, is not only bafe, but even wicked and abominable." " 
Few, now at the helm of affairs, or in lower ftations r arc 
found to think and a£t with the integrity of this pagan. 
They feem for the generality to acknowledge, that two 
things only are deferving of the ftudy of a wife and pru- . 
dent man, the care of getting, and that of hoarding. To 
them honour is but a bubble, and the fond chimera of young ' 
fools. Nature has worked up in their hearts the genuine 
principle of intereft, which they have been ftrenuous in im- 
proving by application, and fortifying by experience. Ava- 
rice has requited their, pains with' fignal advantages, though . 
at the fame time they can ftoop to the meaneft profits. They 
difcover a hundred different ways of getting, which they 
gladly repute fo many different rewards of their induftry.. , 
They always prefer the profitable before the honeft, prefum- 
irrg, that to adhere to the profitable, is to follow the inten- 
tion of nature, which by a facred inftinA infpires them to 
refer all to themfelves. So long as #iey have money in their 
coffers, they are certain,, that friends and humble fervants 
will never be wanting to them. One thing is of lingular 
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ufe to them, which they are always careful to pradife, an4 
this is, topromife eternally after the manner of courtiers, and 
very rarely to perform, being confeious to themfelves that it 
is the nature of man to endeavour to deferve what he hopes 
for, while he is fcarce fatisfied with a donation, deeming it ei- 
ther compenfation for his pains, or an effect of his induftry. 
The/ fomctimes affe£t to appear difinterefted out of a fecret 
defign of intereft ; they fometimes alfo. find it convenient to 
fignalize themfelves by public adions of a fecming generality, 
though in the main it is all but artifice. Undoubtedly they 
hereby think to deface the remembrance of what is paft : the 
noife of fo fine an a&ion muft oblige the world to continue in 
the good opinion of their generality, whilft they on their fide 
can pride themfelves in enjoying the fawning adulation of fup- 
ple flaves, together with the approbation of ill judges. 

The world, 'tis true, may be deceived for a time by fuch 
an impofing outfide, and fome may queftion the reality of the 
portrait, prefuming that fuch an illuftrious mifer could never 
exift in nature ; but what will it be when the deceit is unveil- 
ed i If not before death, will the infamy be obliterated be- 
yond the grave ? no: — it will fpread and be diffufed ; and all, 
not defiled by the contagion after an exact reflection upon 
life, will acknowledge, that but two things can make and keejfr 
it happy : " To moderate defires, and make a good ufe of 
the gifts of fortune." 

Greatnefs of foul cannot be confident with the fordid bafe- 
nefs of avarice ; for what can be more unjuft, than to heap up 
that which affords the conveniencies of life, and to make 
no ufe of it, or turn it to an ill ufe by making it fubfervient 
to private intereft, and the inftrument of foul corruption ? 
Again, What can be more unjuft than to rob the public by 
a continued theft?— But ftate-thieves and ftate-robbers arc 
honourable by profeffion , their perfons are facred ; no human 
calamities muft afflict them ; whilft thofe, who take away 
with violence in order to difperfe with profufion, are highly 
culpable and ignominious, though in fact more excufable, 
their prodigality being, as it were, a kind of public reftitution. 

To give feafonably and to refufe with reafon, would be more 
to the benefit of the indigent, and more to the advantage of 
the poffeflbr of wealth. There is no merit in being able to 
over- reach or circumvent your brother in his depend a nee on you. 
Every day may bring the covetous man riches, but does not 
every day retrefach hfo ufe of" them ? His wealth increafes, 
and his fenfes which fhould enjoy it, decay. What is he 
the better for all thefe foreign advantages ? What benefits 

does 



does he reap from his genius of intercfl ? He fpends his life 
amidft heaps of fuperfluous pelf, while covetoufnefs will not 
allow him the difpofal, and nature deprives him of the enjoy- 
ment. His condition is furely wretched, both as to himfelf 
and others, becaufe it muft perfecute him with inquietudes at 
home, and envy aboad. 

Upon the whole, moralifts feem unanimoufly to agree In 
opinion) that avarice is the great, the firft and rooft general 
paffions of mankind, the paffion that attraSs and wins hearts, 
or rather the potent vice that conquers the world. It is ava- 
rice that foments and gives perpetual growth to all the mad 
affairs that are agitated among mankind, and there is not one 
vicious pleafure in nature, but it may be faid to be its moving 
fpring, its incentive, and ftrongeft ingredient. 

ANECDOTE. 

THE petition againft fubfcribing to the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, puts me in mind of the iate Mr. Whifton, who* 
though a man of fenfe and learning, a prolific writer, and a 
good mathematician, was fo weak as to entertain the thought 
of having it in his power to reform the eftablilhed church* 
This madnefs, as I may fo call it, was of Angular prejudice 
to him. He facrificed all his livings in the church and erno- . 
luments in the univerfity to the chimerical project of re-efta- 
blifbing the primitive Chriftianity, by endeavouring to intro- 
duce the apoftolical constitutions on the fame footing they 
were in the two firft ages inthe chriftian aera. Befides ftriv- 
ing to improve on the Arian herefy, he was exceeding fond 
of explaining the -prophecies of the Old and New Teftament. 
He hazarded the foretelling the precife time of the beginning 
of the milennium, when there was to be a community of 
goods, and the Jews were to be converted. After carefully 
calculating this period, he had the misfortune to furvive his 
prediftion. He revifed his calculations, corrc&ed his error, 
and again furvived them. At length, after a new courie of 
ftudy, he fixed the time for the year 1766, which he was fure 
he fliould not fee. On this occafion the following anecdote is 
related of him. — He was for felling a fmall eftate, and for 
that purpofe made application to a perfon, who was not igno- 
rant how bigottedhe was to his predi&ion. Heafked thirty years 
purchafe, at which the others affe&ed the greateft aftonijfo- 
ment. Whifton wanting to know the reafon of his furprize, 
as he had afked ho more than what was ufual : " I do not 
wonder at others making fucb a demand, anfwered he, for 

they 
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they know not better ; but you, Mr. Whifton, you know 
before the half of that term is expired, all people will live in 
common, and each man's property will not be worth fix- 
pence."— Whifton after a few minutes paufe, embraced tho 
purchafer, ''and made over to him the eftate for what he chofc 
to give for it. 

Political Hypothetic, concerning a Cafe, which* though it hag 
not yet happened, may pojjibly happen* 

LET us fuppofe a man abandoned to all notions of real vir- 
tue or honour; of no great, or of noble family; of a mean,, 
or of opulent fortune $ adopted in quality of a prince's favou- 
rite by the arts of fervile adulation, or raifed to be the chief 
minifter of ftate, by the concurrence of many whimhcal e- 
vents ; afraid or unwilling %o truft any but creatures of his 
own making, and moll orthem equally abandoned to all no- 
tions of integrity or hojiour j ignorant or regardlefs of the 
true intereft of his country, and ftudying nothing but the 
means df enriching and aggrandizing himfelf, his aflbciates* 
and partisans ; in foreign affairs, trufting none but fuch whofe 
education makes it impoffible for them to have fuch know- 
ledge or fuch qualifications, as pan either be of fervice to 
their country, or give any weight or credit to their negotia- 
tions. Let us fuppofe trie true intereft of the nation, by 
fuch means, negfe&ed, flighted, or mifunderftood, her ha* 
nour and credit loft, or expofed to humiliations and indigni- 
ties, her trade infulted, and her feamen unjuftly detained, by 
foreigners, in prifon; and all thefe things overlooked, only 
for fear his favour! tifen. or adminiftration, Should be endan- 
gered. Suppofe him, next, poflefled of great wealth, accu- 
mulated by finifter arts, and for the mod part the plunder of 
the nation, with a council or fenate, the majority of his 
own chufing, and moft of their votes purchafed at the ex- 
pence of the public treafure : In fuch a council, or fenate, 
let us fuppofe attempts made to inquire into his conduit, or to 
relieve the nation from the djftrefs he has brought upon it j 
and when lights proper for attaining thofe ends are called for, 
not perhaps for the information of the particular perfons who 
call for them, but becaufe nothing can be done in a legal way, 
till thefe things be in a proper way laid before the fenate ; fup- 
pofe thefe lights refufe, thefe reafonable requefts rej?&ed by a 
Corrupt majority of his creatures, whom he retains in daily 
pay, or engages in his particular intereft, by granting them 
fjiofe poftf and places, whi^h ought never to be given to ?nv 
4 but 
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but Tor the good of the public : upon this fcandajous vi&ory, 
let us fuppofe this favourite, orthis chief minifter pluming 
himfelf in defiance*, beeaufe he finds he has got a fenate fit 
his devotion, ready to acquit him at all adventures ; Let us 
farther fuppofe him arrived to'that degree of infoleoce and ar- 
rogance, as to domineer over all the men of ancient families, 
g£l,tbe men .of &A&, £gt»re, or fbrttms in the nation; and 
as he has no virtue of his own, ridiculing it in others* and en- 
deavouring to deftroy or corrupt it in all. 

With fuch a favourite or minifter, and fuch a fenafe, let 
us fuppofe a prince upon the throne, either for want of trie 
information, or for feme other reafon, ignorant and unac- 
quainted with the inclinations and the interest of his people, 
weak, and hurried atray 4>y the fuggeftioni of arbitrary power 
and iafatiable avarice.— This cafe has never yet happened to 
this nation ; but as it is poffible it may, could there fee a 
greater curfe happen, than fuch a prince on the throne, skU 
vifed, and foleiy advifed by fuch a favourite or minifter, wsd 
his creatures, and that favourite or minifter, fitpported by fueh 
a fenate. • 



ANECDOTE. 

TH E difference that arofe between Queen Mary of Eng- 
land and the Princefs of Denmark, kftcd till the dearth of 
the former. During this time all the ladies of the court, and 
the principal lords were forbid to pay their refpedte to the 
princefs. She wasdeprived of her guards, and every oppoptuai* 
ty was taken to mortify her in the moft fignal manner. When 
the Queen &cd, King William perceived it would be inde- 
cent- for him to remain longer at r variance with the prefum- 
tive heir of the crown, and accordingly himfelf made the fc-ft 
advances for, a reconciliation, which were accepted. Imme- 
diately after the whole court appeared very arduous in their 
devoirs to her. Lord Caernarvon, who fiad never difoonti- 
nued bis refpe&ful vifits to the princefs, whofe appartment 
bad been fo long defer ted, obferving it one evening fuli of 
company, faid to her quite loud in prefence of the oileiw* 
My. " I hope your Royal Highnefs will, remember, that 
I have often had the honour to be here alone with, you;"- 
Thefe words fpread confufion and bluibes on every face 
peefent. - ■■■ ■' 
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Chara&er of TitUs Vefpafian, the Eleventh Rtman Emperor^ 
and Cafar, propofed as a Model to all Princes. . 

TITUS. VESPASIAN was endued with all the quali- 
ties, which could be defired in a Prince deftined for a 
throne: generality, mildnefs, affability, 'and a popular way 
of behaviour, which, without defcending from his dignity in- 
fpired confidence ; and made him, at the fame time, beloved 
and refpe&ed. Eloquence, poetry, and the philofophy then 
in vogue, confifting chiefly of an acquaintance with the mo- 
ral obligations of life, were the occupations of his youth. Hif- 
torians highly. commend many poems, which hecompofed in 
Greek and Latin. He under flood the military art extremely 
well; and. though he was a&ive, vigilant, robuft, and coura* 
geous. he -had nothing of that hard-heartednefs or ferocity, to 
often contracted by continually feeing blood- (hed. He made 
his firft campaigns in Germany, and accompanied his father, 
in quality of his lieutenant, in the war againft the Jews. Vef- 
pafian -having been eleded Emperor, Titus was .employed to 
continue his war, which he ended by the deftru&ion of Jeru± 
falem. On his return to Rome, lie triumphed with hb father, 
who admitted him. into the principal fun&ions of government, 
and declared him by his will fole heir of the empire. 

Titus being informed that the Romans murmured at his 
attachment to Berenice, the daughter of the. great. Agrippa^ 
he fent her ftway. from Rome, natwithftanding. their, mutual 
affe&ion. He then gave his whole attention to the. making 
of his people. happy. He was -liberal, acceffibfe) and held it 
for g maxim, that no perfon ought to go away fad from the 
pretence of his prince; and one night recollecting that he had 
done nothing that day in the way of beneficence, he faid to 
thole at table with him, " My.friends, I have loft this day !* 
He was not rigprous againft any but. informers, whom he pu- 
nched with feverity, to fecure the repofe of families. . The 
fevcral misfortunes which afflicted Italy during his reign, 
made his tendernefc, and his attention to comfort his. people 
to (bine forth more confpicuoufly. The eruption of Mount . 
Vefuvius ruined a great part of Campania, a fire at Rome 
lafted three days and three nights ; and this accident was fol- 
lowed by the moft dreadful plague that Rome had ever felt. 
Titus had recourfe to all remedies, divine and human, and 
afforded the people all the relief he was able. He enjoyed 
that fatisfa&ion which accompanies, the conftant pradice of 
virtue. He fell ill in the country of the Sabines, where he 
died after a reign of little more than two years, in the 43d 
It) X of 



ofbis j^'andfoftp^ He wi$.lwttcrlyj^cnf^i 

bv ftrangers,* 1 as welfas the Romans, Who gave him Ithlr title 
otf^. £)dici« htimani j^rierls," < the delight of Mankind,* 
^^. eppfcerated temples, and offered facHrTces to hisfce- 
XQ&xy. .,7 ' ' \ * . : "\! 

J/Hciife^ to fay, "That It w^s a great error to riilfrk thafe 
it is! enough for prihees to have a fuperficial tin&ure of learn- 
ing ; j for being eftablrflWd by God for the government pf 
fheir people, they arc obliged to learn pe^fettly ever/j[htng 
that is neceffary for that end, that they may be capable of 
, judging of things by their own knowledge, and not def>eft4 
on the information of others j that it is better t6 be altoge- 
ther ignorant* than half teamed, becaufe ighorahce makefc 
itfie dalruft himfdf, and take counfei of others j whereas 4ft 
imperfefl and fuperficial knowledge fills a mart with VaiA 
prcfumption, which is the* caufe, that imagining that he 
knows what he is ignorant of, he is perpetually falling into 
miftakes*" * 

He ufcd alfo to fay, u That men in elevated ftatiqa* of 
life, ought to hazard their poffeffions, their fortune, their 
pjacei, and whatever was deareft to them, rather thart be 
guilty or participate of the leaft injufticeV rather than omit 
the leaft part of their duty; rather than be Stent when "tkey 
are obliged to fpe&t .rather than fpeak, when they are oblig- 
ed to be filtnt ; rather than a&, when they ire obliged hot 
to aft, and rather than not to a&, when there it an oMlga* 
^iontoaa." 

I i t . iii ii i ' i in ii i n < i» fc ' , ■■! in ,i ! , . h i " * 

Scmiftafonable Rtfltfihns.on State Pensioners, and the Ltgalfy 
of the Irifli Penfioris. 

it we look back to what is recorded in thehiftory of Eng- 
land towards the latter part of the reign of king Charles 
II. we (hall find that the houfe of Commons being fenfibk 
hovr. narrowly this nation had efcaped being ruined Ijy 
* fort of raonfteraf called penfiohers, which fat in the 
long Parliament* had entered into a consideration; how 
to. prevent the like, from coining into future parliaments j 
and in order thereto refolved, that they would fevercfy chaf- 
fife* forae of thofe that had been guilty, and make the heft 
]$*s' they could to prevent the like for the future : And for 
that purpofe a committee, was appointed, of which Mr, $er? , 
jeant Gregory, afterwards judge ^r^gotyi was. Jcjhairman j 
by which many papers relating to that affair came irvto ills 
hands* . ... \ .' ''-'*' f "\ 

We 
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. ^ We carw*<jate fjrwi hep<;e the asra of pfplittca) corrtig- 
tionjLW$ find wong Jyri*ptpm*r of Jt fo farlwck as the reigri 
of Kfehard-IL When the .mode of; packing parliaments was 
introduced. , Whp fl*ou)4 jb*n^; that fqon after the tevplti- 
tiofc, -when a line ypas drawn between the prerogatives of the 
£fg&£ fuW &« Jibe/tje$ of, the jrcople, .when our cpnftitWfdh 
fe^e^/to fovc k acquired Full confiftericc, vigour .indftaoili* 
J^,,ihat die very men,, who Jaboured \ to perfecl: thii ^liribas 
W9fk x cquU prpcuf* tt^e nation to be delivered over to pltm- 
;rfcr^tothem ? And i^bp ibould think, th*t a W a] pole could 
imagine that a family adopted to fuppokt that conftitutioft, 
waSedjjfor their pWji fupp*rfc on the throne^to pack and de- 
baucp a jjarliarneot by places, pefcfipns, and all the (ervije 
arts of Venality apd corrMptio^/ The bare- faced pra&ice is 
tfqw arrived to a pitch, jnSbe higheli degree equally fliame- 
ful an# defcftablej and it is (o pernicious in its confequenceg 
tp tne wcU-beimr of the ftatc, that it ought rteyer to be pair 
liated, much leU forgotten, or the profecution of it deferred. 
_ h ba^-b^en pftcn faid, that England can never be deftroy* 
ed' { >ut J>y itfetyV To fjaye pUcemen and penfioners in par* 
Jiamerit, t waf. the mpft likely way that ever was yet invent- 
ed . ^oi^e of our great lawyen, when this matter Was de- 
based 'towards theclofe of king Charles lid's long parliament^ 
WWc ' q? Qgjflion that it wap treafan, ahd they gave many 
learned ^fgupents to piakc it out, Whether fo or not; 
ma^now be, unneceffary for difcuifion, but it may be thougfit 
that the legiflators of the nation for taking bribes, and fo un- 
dermining the laws and government of this nation, ought to 
be chaftiled as traitors,. , 

It has been commonly obftrved of all' penfioners and place- 
men, in parliament, that they vote of a fide a* directed, by 
feme great officer, apt) as exa&ly as if their bufinefs in tqe 
houfe had beento preferve their peniions and offices, andntJt to 
make laws for the good of the.ni that Tent them there. How fucrj 
perfons can anyiway be ufeful for the fupport of government"; 
py jpreferving a fair underftandint^ between the king and hi^ 
people, but on the contrary how dangerous to bring in arbte 
tfaiiv . power f is. left tb pvery roan's judgment. So far are 
fcjiey from being the true reprcfentatives of t!he people, that 
thf y are a diftin& middle intereft between the king and the 
people} and their chjef bufinefs is to fcrve the end of fome 
niimfter, whether occult or oftcnfible, though never fo Gppo- 
fite to the true in^efeft of the nation. Reproaches and m* 
vedtives againft a cdridua of~thifc lei nd, ought never to fall; 
and it i* the intereft of the nation it (hould be profecuted 

X % . ftom 



jfrom.parli^ncnt to parli^rrt, as if there wa»an Impeach^ 
ra^ut againft all pei)fipn«j'$ and placemen in pai4iaaient v till 
at lengtty tbe boufe flifculd come to a refolutidn,* as it was re- 
Xol ved under king Charles Ul f ' Thai no member of this houfe 
fliall accept of any office or place of profit from the crown, 
without the leave of thia houfe, rior any promife of any fuch 
-gee or place of profit, during fuch time as he (hall continue 
a member- of this houfe." ** »• 

; Thefe refleclions naturally lead us to confider what was 
lately agitated in the Irifh parliament on the fubjeft of pen- 
fions, by a refblution of not providing for that* of Jeremiah 
Dyfon, Efq; Mr. M'Anlay, one of his Majefty's courifel at 
law for the kingdom of Ireland, has dated the matter-of Irifli 
penfions, by an inquiry into their legality, printed >m*ty6fy 
Having acquainted us, that a very considerable part of that 
heavy load of penfions had been impofed in April amMtfay 
of the year 1763, and that an unlimitted power of granting 
penfions on that eftablifhment to-the full amount of the IrMh 
hereditary revenue, was claimed by roinifters on behaH" of 
the: crown, he thereupon remarks, that if this- claim be 
juft, Ireland's exiftence, as a country of liberty and proper- 
ty, mutt be at an end. That this claim is not juft, he thus 
ffrews ; - '' 

The amount, fays he, of the civil penfions on the Iriflj 
cftablifhment continued much the lame, without any confi- 
derable variation, for- about twenty years before 1756^, but 
was in,. fix years after alrooft doubled. The clear income of 
the hereditary revenue of Ireland, , at a medium of three 
years ending at Lady-day 1761, amounted to 411,5151. 
per* annum. The danger to Ireland, from an unliraitted 
power in the crown over this revenue, is obvious. In the 
infancy of Irifh trade, it amounted to fo much, and may 
amount to double, perhaps treble that fum, if Ireland lives 
to maturity. How far then a power to apply fo large a fund 
in penfions calculated for extending minifterial influence^ 
rntght, in its confequences, affect Great Britain ^ let Britons 
judge. 

The revenue of the crown is two-fold, a public rere* 
nue, limited to public ufes, therefore unalienable; and a 
private revenue, not limited to any ufes; but alienable or 
applicable as the crown thinks fit. In the latter, the crowrr>haa 
a 4 private properly ; the fame abfolute unJimited property ,-that 
a private perfon has in his eftate ; but in the former the. 
crown is a truftee. for the public, and therefore has rior. right 
to difpofe pf it, to any other than public ufes: • The.oW epU 
won of fome/peculapve u^sn, that the c;ro\yn is a truftee for 
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the public,* of all its pfofeetty, is tong exploited, nor etfer hJA 
it any folid foundation.- A truftee hasa limited 1 pftpetfyj; 
he cannot' alien; and- ftiuft dMpojfe of the* profits,' *ccofrfin£ 
tbtife-purpofes of the* mift i buii thS right of tbe crown to 
alien what it -had by the comt&oii law' (its -ancient dcnjtfhel 
lands? **«>rfeitures for treafon and ; feldiijf, fie.; wasf jiicVH" 
rfrfputed in a court df'juftice. >Ti* r true 5 many* grants of 
this kind have been fet afide by Afts of parliament, as befng 
improperly obtained; but the making of thefe a£b dearly 
fbewsT, that the grants were valid in law, otheWlfe therfc 
wotiid^havfe been»naf pecafion for A As of parliairfen't: to an- 
nul-themi ■- • ' • ' ' i 

- Hei«,< ititirayte proper to bbfcrve, that applying' to £\\y 
private ufe^ in the way 'of penfidn or otherwise, any part of 
tkA* profits tit incomeof a' revenue,' is, for fo much, an alU 
en&Sdm If* the crown has -a right to grant," out of arty re- 
ventre, -<a "pennon to continue for a (ingle year, or determina- 
ble *at pleafure, it has' a right to grant the fame penfibn irf 
perpetlrity j-'if the'revctiue be perpetual, and if it has a right 
te J gran£ out of any^e venue thfcfaiallefl: pennon in perpetuity^ 
it has a right to grant penfions in perpetuity to the full amount 
of the revenue, and an equai right to fell the inheritance of 
the revenue, all at once, and apply the purchafe-moriey to 
any private ufes. ■ . > '■ 

> It is net pretended, that the crown has any other than at 
public unalienable property hi the Iri(h temporary duties j 
nor, indeed, can there be any pretence for a claim of pri- 
vate 'property therein; it appearing by exprefs words in th$ 
preambles of fuch of thefe temporary grants as are not ap- 
propriated to particular ufes, that they are all intended for 
fupport of government. It therefore moft evidently appears* 
thar not only the Irifli temporary duties, but alfo the frifltf 
quit-rents and crown-rents; and the Irifh hereditary duties' 
whkh are granted by ad of parliament, are all, the public, 
unalienable revenue of the crown, limited to public uTes. ' 
There are but three branches of the Iriih revenue, prifage; 
©n wines, light-houfe duties, and the cafual revenue, the, 
crown )s. to be confidered as intitkd to Hy common law, 
aadtiGonfequentiy as having a private property therein: But 
itdoefrhor afppaar that the clear income of thefe three braflch'eS, 
haartcve* amounted, in any one year, to*i5,obdK If fi>, tbe 
ppi if ate; revenue of the crown in Ireland, the only revenue 
in • fits uadure chargeable with penfions, has never amounted to 
15,000^1 k w'any^ one' year,* fince the Irifli quit and crown-' 
jent* qfere ^added^to %\k public revenue^ -. 
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The spatter then ftands thus.— The revenue of the 
crown in Ireland, which can legally be charged with pen- 
fions, does not amount to J5,oool. per annum, probably 
ifcot to fevenj and the penfions on that eftablifhment (exclufive 
of the French penfions, the military penfions, the penfions 
to widows of military officers, and the penfions grafted un- 
der the difguife of 1 falaries annexed to ufelefs offices, ^mini- 
fterial ftratagem of the moft dangerous tendency) amounted 
to 64,127 1. per annum, at Lady-day 176x4 and fincejtyey 
have been increafcd. \<" 

Thefe fa#s, fays Mr. M*Aulay, are indifputable^ *nd 
indeed, the reafoning feems grounded dn eftaWifhefl princir 
jjles of law and common fenfe, and the confecjuencV is. ob- 
vious ;— not a fingle penfion on the lrifb eftablifhment w^r* 
ranted by law.-~All clearly illegal. It i* true the cjrpVJfi) has 
an undoubted right to charge its private revenue w^l^ppn? 
{ions of any kind, for any term, or in perpetuity, (9 the 
lull .amount of this revenue; but iris equally. true*, tji^t the 
grant of any penfion not chargeable in law on the du^Ijc, 
revenue, and yet charged in fact on the revenue ajTWge, 
(comprehending as well the public as the private reJVeiiUcT of 
ihe crown) is clearly againft law* . The crqwn iv4^eived 
in the grant, and therefore not bound by i$, '[ ' ' \ ... 

Augmenting falaries annexed to public offices, whethe/ci* 
vil or military, in proportion as money falls in yajue, has, 
at different periods of time, become requifite for the better 
iupport and maintenance of government, and the defence 
and prefervation of the kingdom. A reasonable increafe of 
falaries annexed to offices of real public ufe, is, in ferity, 
part of the public charges and expences ; but it cannot be 
laid that a penfion of any kind is to be confidered in this, 
light, whether granted as a generous reward for pafi fcryicei 
done to the public, or from any other motive, r 

The fenfe of the legiflature of Ireland upon the point, 
clearly appears in the hearth-money act. Though this re- 
venue, by the preamble of the aft, is to be applied to public . 
vfes, ' the public charges and expences ;' yet the claufe 
therein, annulling penfions, contains no exception in fa- 
vour of penfions granted as rewards for public fexviccs. 't'his. 
clearly ftews, that the legiflature did not confider fuch ^pen- 
fions as any part of the public charges $ ifjhej did^the, a£l 
Would be inconfiftent of itfelf. 

We have alfo the fenfe of the Englifli legiflature fo the 
ftme effect The aft of the 11 th and iath William. HI.. 
after converting the private property of the crown* in ft*. 

Iri(h 



IKik '|i|utVan<!(*cro^9-rentSj into public pr^rtyTqr py]b{^ 
ufes*/&dcfs a cfaufe,'aiinuljing all pennons without excej>«% 
tiori, chkrged or, to be charged tfci$pn. 'Hence nothing cai^ 
more'evidently ihew,. that penfions of all kinds Were intend^ 
Cd by both lcgiflatiires'to^bc excluded from the ufes, td.whi<& 
thepufelic revenue of Ireland ftands limited. They wifely 
foretaw how any exceptions in favour of penfions grounded 
on public merit might be abufed by feryants of the crown^ 
and mifleaders of the people.' * * • - -^ 

This may f'uffice to obviate an objection, much relied on 5 
«« 'Ttel' expending V competent part' of the public revenu? 
in petiftcStis, from a principle of charity or generofity, a*Jd^ 
to the dignity of the crown, and is therefore lifeful to th^ 
public!*— Perhaps the granting of penfions may dignify, 
the crown, In the eftimation of fortte people; but be that 
as it rfKtyj V the 1 foregoing obfervatrons upon the Irifih hearth- 
money aft and the EngKfti a6t of nth and 12th Williani 
III. cleatly fheW, that charging the ? public revenue of Ire- 
land 'imiti penfions, is contrary to the intention of both le* 
gtlUt^rtS: that is, in ofber words, contrary to' law. 

Here,? ft is obfefvable, that a certain modern fpecies pC 
Iriih penfions' ftands condemned try this objje&ion. Il\thc 
granting of penfions be ufeful for maintaining the dignity 
of the crown $ penfions granted for lives or years j whether 
in pofftflibn or reverfion, tend* to leflen the dignity of the * 
crbWn hi Succeeding reigns, and are therefore injurious tQ 
the roj^il faccelfers, to the nation of Ireland, and to every 
nation in the Britiih dominions. Some new, kind of fopbiP, 
tfy rftuft b6" Invented, to frame a plaufible apology for the. 
aavflfcrs of futh penfions, being .in fa£t obtained to fervej 
the corrupt purpofes of ambitious men, and to debauch hian 
rtajefty*s fubje&s of both kingdoms, that men of Ireland may\ 
betray their own country, and men of England, bothf. 

Su'AV the fubftailce bf what/ome years fince Counfellor 
Motility ' iSfelivefed to the public, and which indeed is not 
iirapj^feabli to the prefertt 6ccafion, as nothing can be:fitter 
for rte dSnbe^atipn of a national council, than to take into 
coMfideVaiiori how to biinlfh thofe, who Aave proved the peft 
of, ' ^and. ^alriioft riiinea the ; nation j and how to prevent the 
liTce^faraiWftir.tbe future. The name of a penfioner ia 
very dmaflfefldr to 'every Englifli tyirlt, it includes the idea 
of every thin^Jbafc ai?d mean it\ it, and argues a breach of 
truft^Stna^i ^j£h \n6thirte can be "more infamous. Rob- 
be^' iflfl 1 'ftealing odi ^ taW ^uni&es with death, and what 
arelhiy deWi^ihgfofi <Wro' beggar and take atfay all that 

'■' u ' the 
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the nation has, under the pretence of difpofing of the peo* 
Jple^s money for the honour and good of the king and his do- 
minions ? And if nothing more than this was to be laid, they 
defcrve without doubt a high cenfuce* 

Bcficjes giving away vaft fums, without any colour or rea- 
fonable pretence; there is this great mifchief likely to enfue. 
Every man very well knows that granting penfions puts a 
king of England into an. extraordinary way of expence; and 
therefore when he has not great fupplies, it mud of neceffity 
bang him into great want and need ; and! may not only give 
him an HI opinion of all parliaments, that do not fupply him 
extravagantly, but perhaps put him upon thinking of ways to 
get money that otherwife would never have entered into his 
thoughts; fo that whatever ill may happen of this fort, pen* 
fioners and fuperfluous placemen are anfwerable for it. 

tn another point of view, penfioners and placemen lay us 
open to fell our enemies: whatever bold invader may attempt to 
come among us, need not defpair of fuccefs ; for they have 
taken from us the finews of war, that is, money and courage* 
When our money is all gone, when the nation's treafure is 
cxhaufted, and when the people are poor and diftrefled by a 
load of vexatious taxes, their fpirits mud of courfe be low 3 
fo that we may be left without a defence ; and whom muft we 
thank for bringing us into this defpicable condition, but thofc 
gentlemen, who notwithftanding have the face to ftyle them- 
fcjves the King's friends, and to treat all thofe who oppofe 
their malverfations and deftru&ive practices, as fa&ious and 
feditious. 

In the time of Henry Vltt. about the 26th year of his reign, 
when the parliament was a&ive again ft pluralities and non- 
re fid ence, an a£l was pafjed to releafe to the king all fuch 
fums of money as he had borrowed at the loan, in the 15th 

fear of his reign. This is (aid to have been much oppoled,; 
ut the reafon given why it pafled is, becaufe the houfe was 
moftly tompofed of the king's fervants, which gave great dif- 
tarbance to the nation : and this perhaps is the only cafe that 
comes near to our prefent fet of placemen and penfioners ; yet 
we cannot find that they, or any parliament before them took 
money to vote ; fo that we muft conclude there were never 
any penfioners in parliament till the reign of Charles II. and 
from thence downwards, in accelerated ratio of the defcent of 
heavy bodies, to the prefent time. 

What then muft be done? muft they efcape? muft they 

go unmolefted with their booty ? They have given up the 

government, they have perverted the ends of parliaments: 

4 ' Fw 
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Fref sin^ unbjaflcd parliament* have bft&and ate the gr«tt/e- 
fijge of the nation* the 9nly. remeifyLvwhicb cures**lMtadtf- 
cafes, and heals all its /o{c«j biKfthefaa&tawmafepariia- 
inents a. foarejo the ns^io^juid a£ heft have brought-them 
to be an engine tpmqneyj if thereto* they go av¥*y unpu- 
nished, what they have done, we muft be £aad to have counte- 
nanced and to have pepfionprs in. every parliament while ^ve 
fubmit as a nation. Would it not be adjrifcable to deal Wf?b 
them, as was proposed againft the peofienei parliament* df 
Charles II. • • ; ".. . - • '* ' 

"That every rnan of them (ball w their knees confeft 
their fault to all the commons * and that to be done at4hV 
bar of the houfe one by one. , • • ..,«'.• 

*« That as far as they are able, they refuied all the monef 
they have received for fecrct fervices. Our law will not al- 
low a thief to keep what, he has got by ftcalth, but of courfe 
ojtfejs reftitution.. Anfl, ; 

H That they be voted incapable of ferving in parliament 
for the future, or of enjoyipg any ojEcc civil -ox military; for 
it is not fit that they who are fo falfe and unjuft to their 
(ruft, fbould ever be trufted again* that fo a fufficient mark 
of infamy being fet on them, the people may know *bo 
bought and fold then*." ' . . . 

TbtAbfurdky, Impolicy, and Inutility of reducing tht Taxes [on 
Soa?,' Candles, $c' 

To Lord N O RXH. . 

L* virtue eft kfiuli nobltjft. Lord-North's Motto. 

My Lord, 

IT is an opinion which at prefent prevails almoft unrvtr- 
fally^ that you really pra&Ue what you profefr. What' 
has for ages been thought an utter impoffibility<with mtntfters, 
is. admitted i& your lordfliip, A true feafe of virtue, and a' 
<Jo« atfentipn to politicks, were. ideas fo contrafted, at to be 

, thevgk* M oppodite as the poles* And indeed, my Lord) to 
th^s notion* ftrange and abfurdas it was,tbecofidu& of ftatef- 
saenhas given %no fisnaU fnpport. -Time, 'which places all 
t^lA^t In a true point of light, has fliewn that virtue, and the 4 
true i ntereft of the ftate are not, as tfceyibavt been long thought, 

. irtcoespatible : And we are happy co find she ftrongeft proof 
«*f*4uj tprd Norths adrttiniftratioii^ for which period the 
ttfUfttt of private Worth and r*ai? atctotiftnfeemsto have been 

• rtfexved, 

io X But, 
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But, my Lord, although men of fcnfe and candour fee and 
admire the virtues of the man* and the fagacity of theminifter 
in general, yet there are particular points in which they do 
jiot intirely coincide with your Lordfhip in opinion, and I 
beg leave to fuggtft, with the utmoft refpe£t > in what they dif- 
fer, to your Lordfhtp's confideration. 

iVeare told (and the benevolence of your difpofition in- 
Klines us to credit it) that yourLordfhip has been inceffantly 
employed to leduct the taxes which tnoft immediately affett 
the laoourer, and to find an equivalent for purp6fes of the 
ftate. My Lord, an humane man would wifh to relieve the 
poof* and a politick man would rejoice to promote the manu- 
factures and trade of his country, by lefiening the price of la- 
bour. But, my Lord, although I will not cede to any man 
with regard to the tender fenfations of humanity, nor refign 
Che palm to the moft zealous aflertor of my country's intereft, 
yet I cannot fubferibe to the opinion of thofe who arc for .the 
reduction of taxes on Soap, Candles, &c. 

JVIethinks I fee your Lordfhip in a poll u re of aftonifhmerit 
at the affertion ; and fo you well may, becaufe the laws of 
humanity and policy feem to ftare me in the face — I (ay tTiey 
pern to militate againft my affertion, but upon a little reae&'jon 
I apprehend they will be found to fubferibe heartily to my 
do&rine, I hope the drift of this letter will not be miftaken. 
1 give you credit for the goodnefs of your heart, without 
any invidious defign to rob you of the merit of any humane 
adion. Popularity is pleafing, and may be defirable ;* but it 
ihould be that fort of popularity which arifes from the con- 
vi&ion of men of fenfe and virtue, and not from the unthink- 
ing voice of the multitude, who, having'no foundation in 
knowledge, judge, talk, and a& at random,* (hifting about 
like the vibrations of a weather-cock. Defigning men wilj 
court the noife of the unthinking rabble, to gratify their 
owfi purpofes at the expence of their country ; like the in- 
cendiary, who fets his neighbour's houfe on fire, in hopes 
of profiting by the eonfuhoti. But miriifters of real abili- 
ties and probity, will wife only for the approbation of the 
fenfible and candid part of the community. For although it 
may not be politick to appear odious to any fet of men, yet 
it would be culpable, and perhaps a criminality againft the 
ftate, to gratify their urireafonable paffions at the expence of 
one's underftanding. 

The diforder of the body politick; like the difeafe of the 

body corporate, is often ua mat imaglnaire that requires more 

the comic powers of a Moliere, than the art of the Faculty, 

>4 Our 
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Our minifters had the acutcnefs to fee it in this light, and the 
fagacity to heal the great fource pf grievances rather ludi- 
croufty than ferioully, . whereby they have, in my opinion, 
fiieton great judgment and great virtue. - For although there 
will always be found jn the beft policed ftates, as well as 4n 
the beft regulated focieties, things which are grievous to tome 
men's difpofitions and views, yet,, my Lord, n was my teal 
opinion from the beginning, from the very birth of thelfe 
noify complaints, that the Qppofttion formed upon that fandy 
foundation, again ft the miniftry, was like n fire of Jhatv^ 
which, however troublefome the fmoke might be for a while, 
jpould ibon extinguifli itfelf. And this is really and happily 
the cafe at prtfent, on which I congratulate the true friends 
of this nation. 

As this fortunate event has been accelerated by your Lord- 

ihip's wifdom, you may with modefty claim great merit ; yet 

- it feems your Lordftiip is not fatisficd with this, reward, but 

feeks a further gratification in the applaufes And admiration of 

ftwyxlafs of men. 

It is faid Lord North aims at popularity, by reducing fcerv 
tail) taxes. The defign may be benevolent, but I apprehend 
the execution will not be politic or even juft. • The firft ob- 
je£k of government, according to that well known maxim, is 
faluspopuli. Private confiderations muftcqdc to thofe of the 
ftate. Upon this principle I am bold enough to affirm, that 
taxes which are already impofed and difpofed of, fhould not 
be farted withy whilft they are wanted, and that they muft be 
wanted % and greatly wanted too, by a government fo much ia 
debt, requires no extraordinary capacity to demonftrate. I 
do not therefore know of an idea more abfurd, or more extra*- 
vaganf, than to reduce our taxes whilft our debts are accumu- 
lating j this is like a bankrupt's deftroying his effc£ts to dif- 
charge the demands of his creditors. The rtdu&ion of taxes 
whim they are much wanted, may make Lord North popu- 
lar, but will be a poor compliment to the wifdom of his admini- 
stration. AH minifters would be popular were they to make 
fuch facrifices : in proportion as they were raifed by fuch me- 
thods in the opinion of the vulgar, they would ftnk in that of 
the judicious ; who know that thefecurity and credit of the 
(tate muft be the fir ft things provided for, though never fo in* 
Convenient to individuals. The ftate would be prejudiced by 
this mcafure, and the fubjeft not benefited. For as neceffity 
i$ the rpothcr of invention, fo when things are dear, it keeps 
the human mind adtive, and is a fpur to jnduftry. Whereas 
gn injudicious indulgence would have a contrary effeft. I 
■ Y * fpeak 
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4&c*k id general* arid In that fenfe, I believe men of experience 
4114 candor will allow my do£bine fo be juft. 

Whatever may be faid of the price of Soap and Candles, j£ 
j*. pretty trident, from the tiumber and fuccefs of publican^ 
thatthofe who go tinder the denomination of labourer^ have 
4» general more ^/x'aqdmore letfiire than is neceflary to pro- 
ifnotc induftry* and to provide for the real fupport of their fa- 
jvwlies A* iht* is undeniably the cafe, toay we not, without 
tooatb cf charity!, fllppofe tfat the cheapnefs of Candles and 
jBoap Will tie fitch' an indulgence, ad will only tend to encreafe 
fhtk< pots of beer, and hours of leifure, to the great injury of 

£emfelves, andthe detriment of fociety ? Iaet it, however, 
: foppofed. /or the fake Of argument, that I aaumftafen 
about the beer and leifure, and that the labourer would wifli 
Jteturn the cbeaptu*fe of Candles and Soap to his advantages 
:y*t is this to be done J In proportion as the neceilarie* of 
hfc are cheap, will nottbemafter regulate the prices of labour 
ib that the advantage would be pocketed by the wealthy, and 
toot by the poor artifan, which I am fure is contrary to your 
JLordtbipUhnmanedefign. frifliort, the rich employer, and 
tlieundeferving publican, would run away with the whole of 
this redu&on } tfnd therefore, fince the redu&ion would do a 
grea»difervice to a ntceflltous ftate, and perhaps as mucbf 
differvice, tipoh the whole, to thofe very people foryrhofe im- 
mediate welfare it tvas defigned ; I hope the greafy fobjeft of 
Soap and Cahdles wilj be laid afide, to make room for confi* 
Orations that more immediately and more eflcntially conceal 
us as ^trading country. 

, The juftiy admired Colbert Was more ftudious tp render 
histomity Jfatfi/Mng than to reduce taxes, {fe was (enfible 
that the latter were m a great meafqrc occasioned byt i/iatteaq 
-ti6n*o th$ former, and that, like caufe and effetf, iaixes jdft. 
pended, and triuft neceflarify be regulated by the true flat* of 
the public finances, and' not by the humanity and will jof the 
ittiniftor* That fingle caufe . will be produ&ive of eve^y 
*ft(hed»for 4fieft. Inrich die individual fcy patyraljne*Dt n 
and he yriH tbearftrily and abundantly contffyutp to,tb£ ney 
"fccfiities of the fb«.' The evil does not lie in the tax* but it* 
the mdbfttf to pay it.- When men are. wealthy the buitbcfc 
fcema light ;■ it is their poverty, which mates it Jieavy. No 
matter tubal th*tax \s : ivben the Subjects can afford tQ bear. *<u 
Befides, whenUhe nation flouriflies, taxes will heepme .pror 
portionabiy untieceflary, becaufe the natural and larger con- 
tributions of trade and commerce* by $ucrcafing -our fipancMt 
i - »• /• * • . . * .- will 



will fufficiendjr provide for the debt* and other expracfs t 4tf 

government. ....... . ^ ^ 

We may therefoi? reafonattjf Kppe.that Lord Nprt}i t after 
the example of the Hluftrtou) Colbert, will attend io tWcauft 
more than to the little" efffeQs, and Be rfiore attentive to the 
toridition of our manufactures and commerce thaVto Jjic re* 
du&ion of taxts, which cahnot, either with pnudep^c pr iafetf 
be parted within. the opinloii of • . ' 

t * • .**«».. , •** ' "• ^ 

G.fc £ N A D A^ Dicmkf j 9 \ ." r : 

ON Tqefday lafttbe Honourable the Gotifidl knet ptir* 
fuant to a (ortlnons of bis Excellency, #hd ptefented 
to the Board his Majefty's rriajKlaiBus appointing Charles Ni- 
cholas de Chantek>*$>, Efiq^ 4 new-adopted jtanaiTCathoiU: 
fubje£fc* to be a' member of the fame, whetf all the member* 
preicnt.unanitnoufly o^poficdhlsaAniaoft, and retired oh that 
gentleman's being called to be fworn in : ill ctfnfefquence of 
which* his Excellency has been pleafed CO fufpend them, a; 
appeal* ty the~ft>l}dwiH£ cop/ of the fufpenfion. 
I . ' .'. . « '. : , -.- "• . " '• ' , ** ' ' 

J3y hi* Excellency Wiumm Li^sonHt !*****#*; En- 
quire, Captain General and Governor in Chief,- in and 
over his Mejefty!* Southern- Ca ri bb e e- Iflands of Grena- 
da^ tbf Grenadines, St. Vincent,' and Tdbagd, ChrfnceK- 
lor, OrOfoarv, find Vitee-Adrtitral' of the famej &c. &c. 

WHEREAS* Cm AHjpEs,K^Hoti\s iba C?wuit**oujr, 
Efquire, did prefent to me a mandamus, undor hisMa- 
Jefty's fign manual, appointing him one of the members of 
fih Majefty's council of the'iflan'ds *t Gxcxniaand the Gre y 
nadines i jfad 'vjbtrtau at' a meeting of the jpeo^er^ of;feja, AAa* 
jeftyV ftld OoUAcll for the faid Mlandsof Grenada.- and the 
grenadines, held in the Council-Chamber in the town of 
St/CJebrge, ott the third day df this inftant Depcmber, I did 
dfreflE the far* manfdamu* to be feadj' apd in purfuapge. aherer 
bf, ; briefed theProvoft-Marfhat to caliin the Ujd.CbarJesNi 7 
chohts de : i?KanteHoun (who was attending iaztteiptivpofe) 
to bfc fWorjr xti a tpember of the laid council ;" {And ufar*^ 
<Fhe Honourable Rltrfck Maxwell,, John MelviUJ. John 4* 
ffrhthietij Hobfert Madeftan^ and Ifrael Wildes,, Efqiiirea, 
being all the members of his .Majeily's council ttjen ptefent 
in the ifland! of .Grenada^ di.J q^f<$ jo, iutf *e(ufe„ jto, fvr.ear 



'(. t66 ) . 
if , the faid Charles Nicholas de Chaotelodp, a member of 
bis Majefty's, council, in difobedience of his Majefty's faid 
mandamus, and wilfully abfented themfelves. from the coun- 
cil (notwithftanding they were admonished by me, that the 
confeauence of fuch difobedience would be their fufpenfioa 
from being counfellors) for which .faid difobedience, refufal, 
and abfence, I have fufpended the faid Patrick Maxwell, 
JohnJMflviJl, John de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan, and If- 
lael Wilkey, Efqtiires, and each and every of them ; and I do 

5ejreby* fufpcnd them the faid Patric Maxwell, John Melvltt, 
ohn de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan and Ifrael Wilkes, Ef- 
iqnires, and each and every of them, from fitting in and be- 
ing of bis Majefty's council, and they the faid Patrick Max- 
well, John Melville, John de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan and 
Ifrael Wilkes, Efquires, andeach and every of them, are, and 
is, hereby fufpefided accordingly, from being members of bis 
JVlaj^fty's faid council. 

GIVEN under my hand this 3d day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
fcventy-onc, * 

WILLIAM. L. LEYBORNE. 
# In all former fufpenfions, thefe Words were added (( d\j> 
sing the King's pleafure j w this therefore is a new and abitrai 
lyftile. 

The fae Members of the Council give the following Reafonsfor 

their coniutty wbicb they defire tts to publijh: 
BecwJe,'yh[TE think that the many ads of parliament which 
W reft rain the crown from employing in place 
of troft and power, all perfons whatfoever who profefs the 
Roman Catholic Religion, are not to be difpenfed with by 
any prerogative of the king 4 and that the inability all fuch 
perfons are atprefent in, by law, of holding offices, is not any. 
otherwife to be removed, but by an a& of parliament of 
Great-Britain* 

Having thus dated in our opinions, what are the laws of 
Great Britain, on this head, we are forry to be obliged, on 
this occafion, to affert our indifputable right to the pofieffion 
of every law and liberty of our mother country, that is not in* 
.confident with the due fubordi nation of a colony to the pa* 
jrent ftate, for the general good of the whole ; neither do we 
at this time unnecefiarily claim thefe our rights, but are com* 
pelled thereto ; becauf?, to our great aftonifhment, we find 
them denied, and many of the meafures adopted here are jufti- 
fied on contrary principles 1 fuch as the king's power over us, 
by right of concjueftj and by his prerogative, Th* bounds 
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<JKwhich, as afcertained by law in England and in other co? 
Ionics of America, we are told, do not extend to us the inha- 
bitants of Grenada* Our reafon for eftceming ourfeWes in 
the full poSeffion of every EnglMh privilege and liberty as 
our native birth-right, and as confirmed to us by particular 
laws, are the following : , ' 

Becaufe, Every king of England, at his coronation, fwears, 
to govern the people of the kingdom of England and the dor 
minions thereto belonging, according to the ftatutes in par* 
liament agreed on, and the laws and, cuftoms of the fame, 
Now, if we are included in the words of this oath, the domi- 
nions thereto belonging; thefe our liberties have been further 
confirmed to us, by our gracious King, with every fan&iou 
and folemnity of law, that can give {lability and authority to 
any a&ion of government, by his inflrudions and orders to 
our governors, by his royal proclamation and by his letters pa- 
tent under the Great-Seal. In the proclamation then, for 
improving and better regulating the countries and iflanda 
ceded to the crown of Great Britain, by the treaty of Paris ; 
it is faid, fpeaking of Grenada and our other acquifitions in 
the late war : " AND whereas it will greatly contribute to 
the fpcedy fettling our new governments that our loving fub- 
jefts ihould be informed of our paternal care for the fecurity 
of the liberties and properties of thofe, who are, and Hull 
become inhabitants thereof: ,we have thought fit to publiih 
and declare, by this our proclamation, that, we have in the 
letters patent under our great- feal of Great Britain, by which 
the faid governments are constituted, given exprefs power and 
dirtStlon to our governors of our faid colonies, relpe&i vely ; 
that fo foon as the ftate and circumftances of our faid colonics 
will admit thereof, they (hall, with the advice and confent Of 
the members of our council, fummon and call general afiem«> 
Mies within the faid governments, refpe&ively, in fuch man- . ' 
mer and form as is ufed and directed in thofe colonies and 
provinces in America, which are under our immediate go- 
vernment ; and we have alio given power to our faid gover- 
nors, with the confent of our faid countils and the reprefen- 
tatives of the people, fo to be fummoned as aforefitid^to.make, 
conftitute, and ordain laws, and ftatutes, oglinances, for the 
public peace, welfare, and good government of our faid colo- 
nies, and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as near as 
may be agreeable to the laws of England ; and under fuch 
regulations and reftri£Kons - as are ufed in other colonies. 
And in the mean time, and until fuch aflemblies can be cal- 
led as aforefaid 5 all ptrfons inhabiting in or referring unto 
. • ' * our 



our Bid cdldnies, ftay conide in our royal prote&Um, fat tht 
enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of oar realm of England; 
for which purpofe We have given power under our greac-feal, 
to the governors of our faid colonies, rdpe&ively, to eraft 
and conftitute, With the advice of our faid councils, refpec- 
tively,. courts of judicature and public juftice, within our faid 
colonies/ for the hearing and determining all cauies, as well 
criminal as civil, according to law and equity, and as near 
as may be agreeable to the laws of England." 

Becaujiyoy the commiffion under the great-feal, dated the 
9th of April, 1764, to Governor AfrA/i//, to eftablifh and 
adminifter the civil government of this colony, it i« exprefsly 
required, that all perfons in the council and affemWy, and in 
all public offices whatfoever, fhould take the oaths of allegi* 
ance, abjuration, and fupremacy, and make and fubfeube 
the declaration againft tranfubftantiation \ and it was on this 
comrrtiflion, that the civil government of this colony was ac- 
tually, compleatly and, we truft, permanently eftablifhed } by 
the appointing of a cotkneit, the calling and meeting of fe* 
vera! affcmblies, the ereftionpf courts pf judicature and jwf. 
tice \ all whofe members, judges, minifters, and officers^ 
complied with ill the requifites, prefcribed in and direSed 
by this cbmmiffion, which the known eftabli(hed charter of 
this colony : fuch then of the parts -of this commiffion, dt 
concern the tights, liberties, immunities, and freedom of tte 
people, the form and mode of government and the eftablith- 
ment, prefervation, and fecurity or the religion of the ehurcfc 
of England, as by the laws of England eftabli&ed, cannot 
now be altered*, annulled, repealed, or revoked, by any Cojn- 
miffion of a contrary or different import, or by a»y other 
ad whatfoever, done by the fole authority of the crown* «wL 
without the confent and concurrence of the i*ords and Com* 
morWof Great Britain. ' .,-.■.*•<•? 

Iris on a flmilar commjffion that the conduction of fever*} 
of the colonies arid provinces on the continent if North Ame- 
rica, and 6f rhoft or all of Hie neighbouring iflands^cpemi*, : 
and in no one Of th'6fe constitutions (although feverai of!*b«/ 
colonies were acquired by copqueft) bath any alteration been 
at any time attempted by the prerogative of th* crown*' • • -. i 

Becaufe, By the ad or Settlement of f&t |£th<yearof k{ttg< 
Willi am theflld. on which it Uvery wettkftown, HbAte*t 
jefty*s title to the crown of Great Britain ip feundod^Iost r 
provided,* that fto perfon, born out of the ,aHegiwofr*&th* 
crown of England, even although he be nfrtpratosd <$ made • 
a dertrz^i, ihouWbc ittpable to enjoy any office, of pfaoerf 

twft, 



truft, civil or military. And by an aft of parliament ofthte 
7th and 8th of William III. Cap. 22, it is ordained in par- 
ticular, That all the places of truft in the courts of law, or 
rtfpeftive treafury offices in the plantations, fliall be only in 
the hands of natural born fubjefts of England or Ireland, or of 
the faid plantations. Expreffions, which in relation to tbe con* 
text of the whole aft,'and according to all legal principles and 
conftruftion; and by analogy, with all other laws for limiting the 
pofleffion of offices to natural-born fubjefts, rhiift, we appre- 
hend, be taken to be equivalent to, and to mean, fubjefts bori 
under the allegiance of the crown of England in England, Ire- 
land, or the iflands, and cannot be meant to include tbe inhabit 
tantsof Grenada, born while it was under the dominion of the 
crown of France, as has been aflerted. Nov*, thecouncil of 
Grenada, with the governor of this ifland, compofc a court 
of juftice called the court of error, of which court, this gen- 
tleman born out of the allegiance of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, muft confecjuenily be a judge, if he is admitted of the 
council ; and how con trad iftory this is to the twb afts of par- 
liament cited above, We leave all rfiankind to judge; and to 
the laft'of thefe two afts, every governor of this cdlony is 
particularly fworn to pay obedience at his entering into 
office* 

Becmfey By the aft of the fifft of William and Mary, S. 2, 
C. 2, which prefcribes the conditions upon vfrhich the crown 
is held, the pretended powers of fufpending and difpenling 
with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, with- 
out the confcnt of parliament, is agreed arid declared to be 
utterly and directly contrary to the known laws add ftatutes, 
and freedom of the realm. 

Becaufe^ When it has been thought expedient by govern- 
ment to employ foreigners in America, and to encourage 
them to fettle there, recourfe was ufed to be had to parliament 
to enable the crown to do what otherwife by law could not be 
done, of which we (hall only cite two inftances as fufficient. 
In the 13th year of the late king, an aft was paffed by which 
foreign rroteftants, refiding feven years in any of his Majef- 
ty's colonies, were intitled to the privileges of natural-born 
nibjefts in the faid colonies :— *and early in the late war, in 
the 29th year of George II. an aft palled to enable the king 
to employ a certain number of foreign proteftants to ferve 
as officers in America only. Thus it appears, that the king's 
powers to difpenfe with the laws, has no more exiftence in. 
America than in Europe, and can never be juftified here, 
unlefs it can be made appear, that the king is king in Grena- 
1Q Z da, 



<k, Mp^dij^fe^t.c^ndkions, and with powers, not afiurhed 
ox pretended ,to in ,hi$ other dominions 

B&aufe, It. i& plain, that the fame power that can con- 
it itute. two Roman .eathcdic.coun^ and. three members 
o£,lhe afTernblya.and one judge* may, whenever .he pleafes, 
.make every member of the council and afTembly, and all 
tbf! judges of Roiraart catholics,, toe legalkyof one cafe 
being jufl a? plain aa the other. t . ■ . * 
. ' Btwuffy We believe ourfeives juftiied in this. our opinion, 
that the, power of the c*own is bounded by. law, dn the 
liberty to be allowed the Roman ^catholics, by the* words 
of the definitive treaty of peace made in February 17631 
whijch in the^th- ajti^le, a*e as follow: V His Britannic 
*' Majefty agrees to grant the liberty of the RonaarJ catho- 
'V lie religion to the- inhabitants of Canada - r he will -con* 
" fequently give; the.moft preciic and moft effectual * Orders 
** that his new. Roman catholic fubje&s' may <profef9 the 
*? worfhip of their religion, according to the rkes^of the 
" Romifh church, as far as the raws of Great Britain per- 
" .mit." And in the 9th article of thefaid treaty, this claufe 
is extended in the fa/ne words tp Grenada; 4nil\tfrei Gre- 
nadines. Thus does our king, with a magnanimity 
worthy of a Britifh king, in a foiemh treaty of peace, and 
fpeakirigto the kings of France and Spain, and to the whole 
wprld, avow,: that he is Jimtted by the laws of his kingdom, 
in the a^egre^s of indulgence that he can. impart to his 
Roman catholic fubje&s ; and makes ufe of words that would 
be abfurd, if .the crown had the powers that the prefent 
advifers of .this meafure fiippofe inherent in. it \ <for furely, 
in a treaty with foreign powers," thte king would ndt dif-, 
claim any of his legal rights and. prerogatives. 

Becfluji, It has been fUlemnly determined at a court o£ 
Comrnqri-Pleas of this ifland, in. the month of June of the 
prefent year, that the laft affembiy held here, in which three 
Roman catholics had fat as members, was an illegal aflembly 
and had no authority to make laws ; and a jury on the La 
Bayc CJaufe, found a verdi& againft the Provoft-Marfhai, 
for levying on a perfon who refufed to pay a tax itnpofrd 
by that pretended ailembly. Now if any. future aflembly, 
in -which Roman catholics are admitted, fhould be convened 
and pafs a<SU, we cannot but apprehend, that the inoft fata) 
confequences thereof, will be endlefs difputes and lawfuits, ' 
and uncertainty of property throughout the ifiand and its 
connexions at. .home. We rrtuft add here, that fhould there 
ke an ailcmbly now called, in which it might happen that 
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no Roman catholic had a feat, the feme eVits 'wtoM 'havfe* 
followed, our con fenting to admit this Rdrnan catholic geh*' 
tieman, to be a member of the council, as the council have 
an equal authority in -making the laws" with the affemWyV- 
and tnuft be .equally legally cpnllicuWil tp make thpfe laws' 
valid. > ' ' ■» '- 

We are far from bring actuated, u^dn this decafion, BJT 
any partial, national, felfifh, or illiberal prejudices, relating 
to the. new fubje&s ; but in the fpirit of true liberty, deftre 
the bjeffings of our frte confutation and* happy form of gd- : 
vermneni, may be extended to all our feilbw-fubje&s ecjuaf- 
ly. with oar ourfelves ; bat we muft think it very hard, tp* 
be deprived ©f our franchises and rights, by means of thefe" 
mcafures* and inftead. of having 'the fattsfa&iori of feeing 
thefe formerly French fubjefti exalted into Englifh f¥eemen, ( 
to find ourfelvfte Conk into the ftate of the fttbje&s of arbi-' 
, trary crowns, where the will of the king is the only law of 
the land, and can change at pleafure both the laws and legally 
efrabli&cd form of government. ' " k . 

•' j ' i i r " ' ■ ■ " 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS i n 
» ; ; \ IRELAND/ 

Ftbruary 4, 1772. 
r This day the* houfe of commons met according to ad-s 
jour nment, from the firft of January. The fpeakcr having 
taken the chair, fundry orders of the houfe, for refolving it- 
ielf into committees, to confider feveral bills which lay over 
from the laft meeting; but the bufmefs of the houfe occa- 
fioned .them all. to be pofrponed. 

Sir George Macartney then arofe, and told the houfey 
&at?» be had informed it of his Excellency's refolution, to 
proceed no farther in relation to the new commifiion (for 
dividing )the revenue board into two different boards, one of 
cuftoma, and one of excife, and appointing five new com* * 
miilionera} until his Majefty's further pleafure was known/ 
that bow- he had to acquaint the houfe, lhat his Majefty had 
fen* further orders to proceed therein, and the new com-" 
mt/Tu>ns' were .pa fling the great* feal. 

Wh«n he had fat down, the houfe was filent for fome 
minuted* Alarm, confufion, and indignation were painted 
on. the-countcnances of moft of the members prefent; at 
length" Mfc» Cramer arofe, and moved that the refolution of* 
the hpafe ton this bufmefs, when firft brought before it, 
might .be read* Thi9 motion beitig agreed to, the rcfolu-* 
% % tion 
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tjpn wa* read, and it appeared thut it wjstherq^nion^f the 

jhoufe, that the present commiffioners of t|ie rfverjysiwere 
Sufficient, tQ traa$& .die ba(^fs .thpttof. ' Thsiitt^rftfoli*- 
tion had been carried by the wtiqle lio^fe, and J>ythej.§p!B*- 
. J$$r had been' jatf before the Lord Lipi*tp^ant^{\»hp. had 
promifed to tra,nfmit it to England,] • r .>, 

' ? When this refolutuyi was read^ Mr. .Lodge Morris furefe, 
and fald " he djd not arife to impeach the Right bpifctfaeaa- 
ber who had dared to bring fuch a uaeflXge to .th^|th<w(e ; 
a pie^e of information that. n>uft ,#t\)f$ ir^ig^Mon 3fW dif- 
may into the bre^fl of every upright : tr&&het pf it* :B»t as 
fo few were then prcfent, he jnoved that , the c^nfidwrtipn 
of this affair might be postponed till next Tu^fiJay>«w which 
day there would be a call of the houfc. 

Mr. Brownlow arqfe tp requeft that the hon. gentleman 
would inform that houfe what new ligfets had artfen, to 
ipalce that rncafure then expedient ajicj pro^r, w&ich that 
houfe had folemnly declare^ to be very improper,. Hs faid 
alfo, that from the con full on and trepidation v*ith wiMffo the 
right hon. geptleroaq inib/med. the houfe of this extraordi- 
nary ftep of government,. it appeared that he \vas^vf>ry rn**ch 
embarraflfed in the execution of his orders ; and that; .that 
gentleman was not to be blamed for what he had Jaid,- as it 
.was merely in execution of his office. 

Mr. Ponfonby declared his abhorrence of this new infult on 
the parliament of Ireland, in the ftrongeft terms. He faid, 
that it was abfoluteiy ftriking at the very eflence of theho^fe, 
to proceed in contradi&ion to its folemn refolutiori, on the 
queftion of which, thero was a majority of no lefs than for- 
ty-fix. That he Should move when it came before them on 
Tuefday next, that a committee of that houfe fliould be 
appointed to wait on his Majefty hjmfelf, to give true in- 
formation of the real ftate. of this kingdom* and *bef<?ech 
him not to proceed further in this meafure, as it was certain 
that falfe information had been given, to the king* who was 
too good to lay unneceflary burthens upon bifl pfppje of 
Ireland, if he knew their real condition— *and if nothing $lfe 
,wou.ld do* but that this commiffion was. to be forced Mp^n 
them, he would, himfelf, move not to make fcfly provifion 
ior the exp'ence incurred by an oppofiuon to the, refolds Jans 
uf the hpufe. Mr. Connolly (poke in fuppprtjsf ;Wh%tiMr. 
Ponfonby. hadjaig 1 . . And Sir I*ucju;s. O'Brien. *§Q*8fl*KUo 
know, whether tjiey were; to look. . ,upon> the infetmati^n 
they had received : as a meflage froi$ , *}# J*ojrd : Hfi^tonaor, 
.or pftly ^ flotiftcaticjn from the<f<^#tery : <f ,. # • •,„ . .;„;., . 

, Mr, 
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Mr, Moiick Mafon (who is'td b6 one of the tiew tjotft- 
mlflioners) faid-the information came vttj properly from the 
right nondurable gentleman, as he was trie perfon who had- 
giventhe former notices tp the houfe on this affair: 

SW George Macartney faid it was not a meflage, but oniy 
a notification which his Excellency had ordered him to 
fl&ake"& upon which, Sir Lucius O fi Brien faid,*fince it was 
dented 1 to be a meflage, he could not tell whether it was 
properly ' before Uhe houfe o* not. 

lWfrt BrownJow then moved, that the pr6ceedings relative 
to this affiaii>, (houtd be hid before the houfe on Tuefday 
ne*8P 'Tttfs was Agreed tb, and Mr/ Ponfonby obferved* 
that'*tll$ugh Sir Georg* in his firffi fpeech only gave it as an 
information, in his ftcondhe owned it to be in confequenee 
of *n fcrder froto his* Excellency. Mr. Mafon rofe again 
in defence <if the propriety of Sir George Macartney's con- 
du& '(m&t'in fh6 defence of the meafure itfelf.) Mr. Lodge 
Morrfc advifed.to drop any further debate, as tfee adjourn- 
ment thWefcf Was agreed to* and then Mr. Cramer having 
moved that the- king's laft letters fliould be laid before the 
hgufc'.ttext Tuefday, and the motion being agreed to> the 
hdufe adjourned till next day. 

An Account of the great Debate in the Houfe of Commons^ con- 
terming the Thirty -nine Articles of the Church of England. 

SS;LR, William. Meredith* who had been perfuaded by the 
$Jergy and others, prayhg for relief, in the' matter of 
fulpfcripfcioa to the thirty- nine articles, tot undertake their 
cauie,< moved the houfe for, leave to bring up their petition 
in the following (bain ; * 
Mf. Speaker, 
WHEN I inform the houfe that the fuhjeft of the peti- 
tion which I hold in my hand, is religion, a rhatter of a 
gfaVeanel ferious nature, and that it is figned by two hun- 
drdehfcnd fifty grave and refpe&able men, 1 think I need not 
make- ufe' of any other argument co befpeak your indulgence, 
SqHcked -as I have been, and inclined as I always am to 
ptfotfutte $foe redrefs of national grievances, I could not on 
this occfidoiv help ftepping forth to the affi fiance of tender 
cbnftiWJcfe, * and twill fay, of injured truth. The thirty- 
jurt# l a*ttefed -of the church of England were framed, when 
thfrfplrft?6f free enquiry; when liberal and enlarged notions 
w*r&:y«$ hi vhiit infancy. That fubmrflive and flavifh ' turn 
of mind, which is thfrdjara&enftrc of Popery, the implicit 

deference 
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deference which it. prefcribes to fuperiors, ftill cramped.and 
littered the humane mind. The Sovereign or directors ojf t 
his conscience, or his archbifliop, oj* his prelate, di Sated an. 
article of faith; and the reft of the clergy received it, per- 
haps with reluctance, but without daring, to cojnpiain, rniich 
lefs to oppofe. Is it not then reafonatyle to fuppofe, that the. 
thirty-nine articles .are not fo perfect as they fliould be^ c>r. 
as they might be? Is it not natural, from this circumstance, . 
to conclude, that they do not breathe that air pf freedom , 
that liberal fpirit, which they might have acquired, had fhey 
been properly examined an,d di feu fled, lilce other queftiops,: 
in the great council of the nation ? I think we may fafeiy 
draw this conclufion a priori, without attending to any Qther. 
point, but the hiftory of their formation. But when.- 
we come to read, and. to weigh deliberately in pur 
own minds, how much ftronger does the argument be-. 
come ? Several of tne articles are abfolutely unintelligible , 
and indeed contradictory and abfurd. ~ Human rea fori and 
common fenfe, by which alone we can judge of revejaticui: 
itfelf, revolts againfl: them; and I will be bold eribughi to 
fay, that there is not a clergyman in England, who thoroiigh- 
ly^elieves them in the literal and grammatical fenfe, as. .be 
is required by the nature of his fubfeription : is it not then 
a great oppreffion, thus either to wound tender confidences, 
or to keep them entirely out of the church ? To me the fat- 
ter appears in that light; and as I know that this hbufe ought 
always to be ready to redrefs grievances of the fubjeft, and 
in facimuft redfefs them, in this inftance, if they are at all 
rcdrefledj I think that the petitioners have with great pro- . 
priety and judgment hppl led to this houfe. We're the pro- 1 
pofed reform a matter of flight and trivial nature, were there 
in' our cieed no tenets, no dogmas, that had any perriicious 
effects upon fociety, lihould be lefs fanguine. But thti faft 
is, that there are feveral, which are damnable, not only, in 
a jreligiqus and fpeculative. light, but alfo in a nvxraliatnj"* 
praclicaj view. Hence many of our moft, learned divine! 
the. great lights of the church and bulwarks of the re^orma^.,. 
tion and proteftantifm, wi(h that we were well ridofjhew. 
Hence the murmurs and complaints, which at their firftprci- 
mulgation they produced, and ever fines perpetuated], He^e . 
the prefent petition, which, were it not for reafons obvious i 
to this houfe, would, inftead of two hundred and fifty names,, 
have had the fanjftion of thoufands. But let m,e communis •. 
cate to the houfe the fubftancfe of it.. Creeds and, confcffipns ; 
are. according to it mer* human compofitiori^ and ther*farQ - 
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usurpations Upon the right of private judgment, which W 
man .can give up Without offending God and his confci$jicCj 




let the fcrjptures be the pnly teft, the only confelfion of faith, 
to which Tubfcription is required from the teachers of the 
gofpel, of from any other clafs of men. , put a ftop to th« , 
practice of .making the young fcholars at Qur. univerfitiea 
fubferibe to articles, which they come to ftudy, jand flQt. to . 
fubicribe. Before matriculation they , are suf.QQft u^iifcffitjf 
obliged to perform this ceremony at fixieen, and ai tjfi q i other 
before that period. Js.not thjs the way.jto.ffiake.tbem imagine . 
that all fufyfeription and oaths are'fe fatter of me^e form y 
and have in then* nothing facred or efjential ? Surely fueh a 
plan of education is very little calculated, for making them 
good members of fociety. Were there no other ^bjecla of 
confederation offered in this petitioa but this fingle faflt, X ' 
think; it alone would be fufficient to corrnnand your attention, 
and to induce you to let it be brought, up. I move jtherefore 
for leave to prpfent this petition, that it, majr be. read by ths 
clerk, and afterwards difciifled by this great aflembly. 
. Sir' Roger Newdigate faid it was neceffary the mover flaould 
read the petition. 

Sir William Meredith read the petition,, as .follows. 

To the" Honourable the Commons of Great Br i tain J n. Parliament 
ajfimbled. 

The humble PETIT I OK of certain of the Clergy 
of, the Church of England, and of certain of xh* 
Profeffions of Civil Law and Phyfic, and others, whofe 
iiame,$ are hereunto fubferibed, 

Sheweth 9 

THAT your petitioners apprehending themfelves to have 
certain rights and privileges which they hold' of God 
only, and which are fubjeel to his authority alone. — That * 
of this kind is the free exercife of their own reafon and judg- 
ment whereby they have been brought to, and confirmed 
in, *&£. belief of the chriftian religion, as" it is contained irv 
the hbly fcriptures. That they efteem ft a great bleffing to 
live under' a conftitutjbn which, in its original principles, 
enfures to them the fulr/and free pofleffibn of their faith, hav- 
ing aflerted the authority and fufficiency of holy fcripture in 
" all things neceffary to falvation'; fo that whatfoever is not* 
* ' 9 * ... read 
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read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be re- 
quired of any man that it fhould be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requifite or neceffary to falvation." 
That your petitioners do conceive that they have a natural 
right, and are alfo warranted by thofe original principles of 
the reformation from popery, on which the church of Eng- 
land is conftituted, to judge in fearching the fcriptu res each 
man for hitnfelf what may or may not be proved thereby. 
That they find themfetves, however, in great meafure, pre* 
eluded the enjoyment of this invaluable privilege by the laws 
relating to fubicription, whereby your petitioned are re- 
quired to acknowledge certain articles and confeffions of faith 
and doctrine drawn up by fallible men, to be, all, and every 
of them, agreeable to the faid fcripture*. Your petitioners 
therefore pray, that they may be relieved from filch an itn- 
pofition upon their judgment, and be reftored to their un- 
doubted right as protectants of interpreting fcripture for 
themfelves, without being bound by Any human explications 
thereof, or required to acknowledge by fabfeription or decla- 
ration, the truth of any formulary of religious faith and 
do&rine whatfoever, befide holy fcripture itfelf. 

That your petitioners not only are. themfelves aggrieved by 
fubfeription as now required (which they cannot but con fi- 
der as an encroachment on their rights, competent to them 
both as • men and as members of a protectant eftablifhment) 
but, with much grief and concern, apprehend it to be a 
great hindrance to the fpreadirig of Chri It's true religion. As 
it tends to preclude, at leaft to difcourage further enquiry 
into the true fenfe of fcripture, to divide communions and 
caufe mutual diflikc between fellow proteftants ; as it gives 
a handle to unbelievers to reproaoh and vilify the clergy, by 
reprefenting them (when they obferve their diverfity of opi- 
nion touching thofe very articles which were agreed upon 
for the fake of avoiding the diverfities of opinion) as guilty 
of prevarication, and of accommodating their faith to lucra- 
tive views ox political confiderations ; as it aifordfc papifts, and 
other difaffedted to our religious eftabKfhnient, occafion to 
refledt upon it afc inconfiftently framed, admitting and autho- 
rifing doubtful and precarious do&rines, at the fame time that 
holy fcripture alone is acknowledged to be certain and fuffi- 
Cient for falvation y as it tends (and the evil daily encreafes) 
unhappily to divide. the ckfgy of the eftablifhnient themfelves, 
fubje&ing orte part thereof, who aflert but their proteftant 
privilege to queftion every human doArine, and bring to the 
teft of fcripture, to be reviled as well from the pulpit as the 
i prefs, 
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pfefs, by ariOther part who feem to judge the articles they 
have fubfcribed to be of equal authority with holy fcrip- 
ture itfelf. And laftly, as it occ&fions fcruples and ernbar- 
ra&heiu of fconfcience to thoughtful and worthy perfonSj in 
regard* to entrance into the rriiriiftry, or chearful continuance 
in the excrcife of it; ♦ 

That the clerical part of your petitioners, upon whom it 
is peculiarly incumbent, and who are more immediately, ap- 
pointed by the ftate to defend and maintain the truth as it is 
in Jefus, do find themfelves laid under great reftraint in their 
endeavours herein, by being obliged to join iffue with th£ 
adverfaries of revelation, in iuppoling the one true fenfc of 
fcripture to be expreffed in the prefent eftabliflied fyft^m of 
faith, or elfe to incur the reproach of having departed front 
their fubfcriptions, the fufpicion of infincerity, and the re- 
pute of being ilUaffe&ed to the churchy whereby their^ com- 
fort and ufefulnefs among their refpfftiye flocks, as well as 
their fuccefs againft the adverfaries of our common chriftia- 
nity are greatly obftru 6ted, 

That fuch of your petitioners as have been educated with a 
view to the feveral profeffions of civil law and phyftc, cannot 
but think it a great hardihip to be obliged (as all are in one 
of the universities, even at -their firft adrniflion or matricu- 
lation, and at an age fo immature for difquifitidns and de-i 
cifions of fuch mo mem:) to fubferibe their unfeigned aiTen'e 
to a variety of theological propofitions* concerning which 
their private opinions can be of no confequence to the pub- 
lic, in order to entitle them to academical degrees in thofe fa- 
culties, more efpecially as the courfe of their ftudies, and 
attention to their practice rcfpe&ively afford them neither 
the means nor the leifure to examine whether and how far 
fuch proportions do agree with the worti of God. 

That certain of your petitioners have rcafon to lament not 
only their own but the too probable misfortune of their foiis* 
who, at an age before the habit of reflection can be formed* 
or their judgment matured, muff:, if the prefcnt mode of 
fubfeription remain, be irrecoverably bound down in points 
of the higheft confequence to the tenets *of*"ages lefs inform- 
ed than our own. 

That whereas the firft of the three articles enjoined by the 
thirty-fixth carion # of the church of England to be fubferib-* 
ed, contains a recognition of his Majefty's fupremacy in all 
caufes ecclefiaftical and civil. Your petitioners humbly pre- 
fume that every fecurity propofed by fubfeription to the fa id 
articles is fully and efie&ually provided for by the oaths of ' 
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allegiance and fupremacy prefcribed to be taken by every! 
deacon and prieft at their ordination, and by every graduate 
in both Univerfities. Your petitioners being nevertheiefs 
ready and willing to give any further teftimony which may 
be thought expedient, of their afTe&ion for his Majefty's per- 
son and government, of their attachment and dutiful fubmif- 
fion to the cckiftitution in church and ftate, of their abhor- 
rence of. the unchriftian fpirit of Popery, and of all tbofe max- 
ims of the church of Rome which tend to enflavethe con- 
sciences, or to undermine the civil or religious liberty of a 
free Proteftant people. 

Tour Petitioners^ in confideration of the premifes, do 
humbly Atpplicate this honourable Houfc in hope of be- 
ing relieved from an obligation fo incongruous with the 
right of private judgement, fo pregnant with danger to true 
religion, and fo produ&ivc of diltrefs to many pious and 
confeientiqus men and ufeful fubje&s of the (late ; and in that 
hope look up for redrefs, and humbly fubmit their caufe, 
under God, to the wifdom and juftice of a Britiih parlia- 
ment, and the piety of a Proteftant King. 

And your Petitioners Jball ever pray % &V. 

- Sir Roger Newdigate faid it was a nullity, unlefs fe- 
conded. 
' Mr. Thomas Pitt feconded it. 

Sir Roger Newdigate obje&ed to receiving a petition from ! 
' perfipns who themielves had done that which they reprefeated 
to* be wrong, and wanted to undo : That the prayer of the i 
Petition undermined the church, which was fo connected 
with the ftate, that they muft fall together : That it was 
nugatory, for the King had fwore not to alter Religion, and 
this alteration could not take cfFe& unlefs he concurred : 
That the irreverfibility of the A£t of Union .made it impoffi- 
blc, which at his motion was read. 

Mr* Stanley laid, that as a lenient meafure, he had no ob- 
jection to its being brought to the table ; but he could never 
confent to proceed on it, fince it muft be the deftruclioh of 
the eftablifhed church : That it was no new thing to alter re- 
ligion, but that this was a propofal entirely to deftroyit: 
That the petitioners were like men, who told another, that 
they would come and live with him, but as a previous ftep, 
that he muft pull down his houfe : whereas if they only de- 
fired him to alter the cloor, it might poffibly be more con- 
venient: That he was a friend to^toleration, and had himfelf 
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a fortieth article, which he valued as much, or more than alf 
the reft, *the peace of the public. 

Mr. Byrne faid he was a friend to religions liberty, but 
did not think that fupported, or likely to be fupported, toy 
complying with the petition, 

Mr. Fitz Maurice faid, that the petitioners were followers 
of an heterodox teacher : That the Confeffional was their 
Creed, out of which he read many paflages, to prove they 
wanted only to. enjoy" the emoluments of the church. Hq 
abu fed the author as avaricious, hypocritical, and as bad 
writer: That the Univerfities, if aggrieved, could relieve 
themfelves : Quoted Blackftone to prove the doubts about 
altering forms in religion, and concluded with afferting that 
the petitioners denied the divinity of Chrift, 

Lord George Germaine faid, to his own knowledge, the( 
petitioners did not deny the divinity o/Chrift ; tha{ it was ^ 
lamentable thought to him, that if he fent his fon to theUni- 
verfity at fixteen he muft fubferibe his thorough affent to that* 
which himf-Jf at fixfy was fo far from being able to teach him, 
that he actually could not understand it himfelf: That the 
people have a right to petition, and that it is indecent in their 
reprefentatives to talk of the fewnefs of thofe who have fub-' 
feribed 5 that the merits, and not the numbers ought to be the 
objects of their confideration. 

Lord Folkflone faid, That the arguments for fubfeription * 
affected only the clergy. That others might, without danger, 
be relieved from arequifition which fome thought exceptionable; 
others, unneceffary or indifferent: That as to the clergy, 
lomething more than a bare affent to fcripture was neceffary, 
otherwife all feels who admitted fcripture, were equally efta* 
bliflied : That fome fee ft was required in all focieties whatfo- 
ever ; and, that according to the petition every man was now 
allowed -to iriterprcc fcripture' for himfelf, but hoped the law 
never would permit him to interpret k for others. 

Mr. Tb:mas Pitt defended the petitioners characters, faid, 
That the petition defired only moderation and indulgence 
of confidence, which was the effence of the chriftian reli- 
gion. ^ 

Mr. Jcnkivfon faid, That the Univerfities could alter their 
own articles : That Oxford had lately done fo in the in- 
fiance of voters, which even determined the qualification of 
voters for members of parliament: That the articles were the 
fytnbol of the church of England* and that every fociety had 
a right to aflift on an acknowledgement from perfons to bo 
admitted into it 'or their affent to its own opinions ; That he 
"A a 2 * was 
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was not fo abfurd, as to fuppofe fupreme power was not al- 
ways re fide nt in the leg i dative body, and confequently that 
the A& of Union was (ubje£t tp alterations, but that the pe- 
culiar folemnity of that adt made neceflary to juftify the repeal 
of it, reafons of the greateft weight: That it was notorious 
how proceedings of this kind had proved fatal in thelaft cen- 
tury : That formerly tfce majority of the Houfe of Commons 
confuted of mejL who went by the cant term of Church of 
England - % and at prefent, the people at large were of that 
eftablifliment, becaufe the majority of the Houfe were fo. 

Lord John CavendW) kid, He wifhed the petition to fce 
'brought up and examined with temper: That the beft me- 
thod would be to inform his Majefty a petition of this kind 
had been received, and praying him to refer it to the confi- 
dcration of the Bi(hops, or fele& body of divines, or to con- 
vocation : That the Hpufe was not fenfelefs, but could judge 
of the intelligibility of the Articles: That many of them were 
aKurd and heterodox, and had no other effeft, than giving 
opportunity of entrance to v men who w x ould fubfcribe to any 
thing : That it was {hocking to fee young men unable to 
judge, and who, when they had once given their affent, 
would perhaps be afhamed to recant, forced to fubfcribe 
to that which they neither then could, nor ever would he 
able to underftand. 

Lcrd North faid, That his firft intention was out of com- 
plaifance to the fubferibers, and refpefl to their plea of con- 
science, to have admitted the Petition, and postponed the 
confideration of it for fix months : That he never would 
confent to revive flames either civil or ecclefiaftical : That 
he wifhed never to proceed in that Houfe at leaft, to the dif- 
cuilion of orthodoxy : That the A& of Union was a pledge 
between the two nations, now happily united, hardly ever 
to be altered, but yet from the firft rules of legiflation, liable 
to alteration : That ths Petition prayed the eftabli/hment of 
Sedtarifts : That it was not juft to refign our pofts, and thofe 
advantages which the law had granted to the regular church, 
in favour of thofe, who wiflud, or at beft (for he thought 
they might be confeientious) a&ed as if they wifhed to have 
no eftabliflied church at all : That the conduft of the Peti- 
tioners was not at all exceptionable as confeientious men, 
even though they now disapproved of the articles, jfjpr they 
might have approved of them, at the time they faid they did : 
But from any thing in the Petition, they might now approve. 
of them, be themielves willing, if required, to fign them 
again, and yc: (Lfirous to make ;:;c entrance into the church 
*•*'■■•■ " more 
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moreeafy for others: That public or private liberality tat 
endowed churches, &c. for the fupport of members of the 
pre Cent eftablifliment : That all teacher? had their tenets^ 
which they expe&cd to be received by their adherents ; That 
for the fake of peace 4ie would not meddle with the Articles ; 
That as the refult of. political coafufion is defpotifm, fa 
that of ecclefiaftical is fuperftition, and an infallible guide, 

Mr. Thomas Toivnfend faia*, that he- was entirely againft 
offering any affront to the Petitioners ; that they were respec- 
table from profeifion, as well as plea, and that he never <?oul4 
admit the irreverfibility of the AA of Union. 

Mr. Edmund Burke faid, that the Houfe of Commons 
was competent to judge of any matter relative to law; that 
the Articles were to be maintained, or fome other method of 
fixing principles in thofe who were to be public teachers, 
fettled : That he was againft innovations in religious matters * 
that had he lived when the direftoiry Was going to be eftablifh-i 
ed, he fhould have been for preferving the Common Praver; 
had he lived when the Common Prayer was re-eftablifhed, 
he fhould have fupported the directory : That each of them 
was confonant to the Chriftian religion ; and though prefcrib- 
ing different forms, yet as the difference was only in forms, 
and not in effentials, be would have maintained which ever 
was in force : That the Petition ftated no exception againft 
the fubfifting Articles : That the right of private judgement 
W^s what the Petitioners at prefent enjoyed , and it was ridicu- 
lous to call that the exercife of private judgement for whicb 
they petitioned ; That orders in the' church, without a rule 
of dodrine, was perfect tyranny : That all governments had 
a right to conftitute the feveral orders of its fubje&s as it 
pleated ; and confequently could the priefthood : That in the 
Jewifh ftate it was hereditary : That the members of the* 
church were to follow prefcribed forms, to which themfelves 
had affented, not, as had been aflerted, the opinion of the. 
bifliop who ordained* them : That In the latter cafe, how 
diftreffing would it be to a clergyman ordained at Ely, to be- 
beneficed in the diocefe of Chefter, and be afterwards re- 
moved to (rloucefterfhire : That the Petition defired for the 
future afTent only to fcripture, without defining what.fcrip- 
ture was : That very .many' parts of the Bible had been ex- 
cepted againft by many perfons, and in many ages : Again, 
That it did not (U{e whether fcripture fhould be under flood 
literally or figuratively : That if.tfye latter method of inter-, 
pretation were allowed, he would undertake to prove tran-i 
f\i^antiation^ apd pther dodtrines equally abfurd : That a 
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cafe might very probably happen, if the Petition were granted* 
'where a perfon, by a fefies of confcientious roinifters, might 
never be able to arrive at Christian baptifm. 

Sir George SavilU faid, That in many inftances the inten- 
tion, which perfons affeded, of defending the honour of God, 
and fuch expreffions, were little lefs than blafphemy : That 
die articles were formed contrary to Cbrift's doclrine; who 
laid,. *' He that is not againft us, is for us/' and were repug- 
nant, in many dodrinal parts, to his Word, and particularly 
where he recommends to his difciples ah imitation of the Sa- 
maritan* (who rejected Jewifli and Chriftian fe£ts) whereas 
the articles declare fuch a&ions as the Samaritan's to have m 
them the nature of fin. 

Mr. Charles Fox faid, He was againft rejecting the Petition 
if it was meant as a method of (hewing contempt, but fiiould 
be againft receiving it, as a reception would be a kind of en- 
gagement to proceed, which he hoped would not be done. 
That the Articles favoured of Chriftian charity, but taught 
fuch myfteries, as ought not to be forced down the thronts 
of young perfons :That in Oxford, where the oaths of fu- 
premacy and allegiance could not' be admin iftred before i6* 
an affent to the Articles was required by ftatute, however 
young the perfon was admitted ; That he hoped the Univer* 
fity would, as he found they could, relieve in that particular, 
and that a minifter who would fubfcribe the Articles, and 
afterwards preach againft them, would make little impreffion 
en his audience. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, The articles Were fo ftrikingly ab- 
furd, that he wifhed them to be read, and would read them 
fctmfelf ; but having gone through a few of them, declared, 
lie would not attempt to expofe them further than they did 
ihemfelves. 

Mr ..Richard Sutton faid, the Articles were tooabfurd to be 
defended. ' ' T ^ 

Mr* Dunning faid, the'fubfcriptionto Articles was ihdefen- 
fible, they were fo palpably ridiculous; that he never would 
advife the King to confult the convocation, or any affembly, 
but his parliament. •• • » • 

Mr. Thothai Pitt read' a quotation from Bifhop Burnet to 
prove the inexpediency of all creeds that were complicated, in 
which he concludes with faying, that the church of England 1 
was complicate*); faid that he had heard no argument 
vrged againft the Petition, that Would not impeach the Refor- 
mation. 

4> J*. 
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. Mr. Wtiderlttrnk faid^ he was furpfiaed to hear 4 doubt df 
the right to alter the Union Aft, when it was already altered 
both as to the Engliftt arid' Scotch church : the former, by the 
A61 againft occafional conformity, the latter by the A£t which 
deftroyed efe&ive patronages : That he thought the Petition 
ought not to be complied with, but(hould vote for receiving it* 
for that at prefent it was not before the Hoiife, and he did 
not regularly know the Prayer : That the Urtiverfitje$, which 
were to preparate them for all the learned profefliQn^ and Co 
makeperfons fit members of parliament, ought to be under 
parliamentary cognizance, if they did -not take care to re- 
form themfelves ; arid that he could not conceive but a pre* 
fcription was equally efficacious, and proper to be followed* 
whether the phyfician had figned the articles, or not. 

Dr. Hay Taid, that the fubfcr iptton to the Articles of 
Matriculation in the Univerfities was improper, and ought 
to be, and he hoped would be remedied, but not by the in- 
terference of parliament, if the Univerfities could do it them- 
felves. That the Petition fhould have been prefented to the 
Lords, with whom all clerical matters begin, as divorces, &c. 
not that he doubted the Hoyfe's right to originate any matter 
that it pleafed, but becaufe amongft them there were fpecial 
guardians of the church. 

Afr. Cooper faid, the Petition was before the Houfe fuffi- 
ciently, , that it muft be rejected, becaufe it removed the 
pillars of the church, without fubftituting any other fup- 
port. ~ 

Sir William Meredith faid, he. did not expert to hear that 
objection, which amounted to a cenfure on the petitioners 
who did not prefume to dictate ; that the Articles' taught as 
divine, not only what were not the attributes of God, but 
what muft be peculiarly the attributes of the Devil, if we 
fuppofe the Devil the mod unjuft of beings.: That the Arti- 
cles were a notorious falfhood : That no minifter would dc-> 
fend the doctrines of them in a ftri£t grammatical fenfe be- 
fore his parifh : That he repented his candour in opening the 
v petition : that the fchifm ad, which alters, is fubfequent to 
the union : That underftanding the articles of fubfcriptioa 
in another fenfe, than was intended by the compilers, and 
is ftri&ly grammatical, is mere hypocrify: That Bifliops 
Burnet and Hoadley, were arrant hypocrites, in allowing 
every man to underftand them as he pleafed, and fubfcribe 
in his own fenfe, and that the Mcthodifts are the only true 
church of £ngland-men, and that he himjfelf would fubfcribe, 
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it the noble Lord would prove, as he alfertetf, their conform 
tnity to fcripture. 

Lord North denied faying the articles were conformable to 
fcripture*, 

Sir Harry Houghton faid, he Was happy in the free exercife 
of his own opinion, and wiflied every one the fame happi-* 
jnefs. • 

• On the divifiort, for the queftion 71 j againft it 217, ex* 
clufive of tellers. 

Jn authentic Account of the Debate on Monday, Peh. iji 
$n the Houfe of Commons, concerning the Pojfejjions of thi 
Clergy. 

MR. Seymour moved the houfe for leave to bring in a bill 
to quiet the pofleffions of the fubje& againft dormant 
claims of the church.— After being feconded, he was oppofed 
by Thomas Townfliend, Mr. Skinner, Grey Cooper, George 
Onflow, Col. Onflow, the Lord Advocate, Lord North, the 
Attorney General, and fupported by Mr. Cornewall, Mr* 
Brickdalc, Mr. Dowdefwell, Mr, Burke, and Mr. Charles 
Fox. - 

The arguments of the miniftry, and their adherents, were 
jthefe: 

It is contended that Nullum 7*empus occurrit regi % and NuU 
hmTempusoccurrit ecclefiee^ are maxims in law founded on 
the fame principle ; and that, as we have deftroyed the for* 
mer, we muft, in order to be confident, deftroy the latter. 
But let it be confidered that, when the ftatute of limitations 
was made, this oiatter did not efcape the attention of the 
kgtflature, and that, in all probability, our anceftors were 
fwayed by reafons of the moft weighty nature, not to in- 
clude the church. Were there no fettled revenue fet apart 
for the croWn; were the demefne lands now, as formerly, its* 
only fupport, no man in his fenfes would have thought of 
ftrippin# it of the Nulluth tempus right; becaufe nojnian in his 
fenfes would have chofe t6 leave it defencelefs, the conftant 
effeft of poverty and want. Why fhould the church be 
treated with more feverity ? It is no> lefs neceflary to the 
well-being of*fhe community, than the crown. States have 
fiibfifted ^without royalty. But wheje is the ftate that has 
ever been able to ftand without religion ? The inftitution is 
certainly neceffarys and being necefiary, it muft be fupport- 
ed. Has any new provtfton been made for its maintenance, 
that you would thus remove its ancient bulwark ? Does the 
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liament fettle upon it, as upon the crown, any civil lift ? 
Was it not Efficiently (tripped at the reformation ; and do 
you mean to open a door for its being farther plundered I 
Our forefathers, when the church was new-modelled, in* 
tended that what was left (hould remain f<?r ever in its pof* 
feilion, and for that purpofe ordered that no length of time 
{hould be a bar to its claims. Knowing that fucceijive in- 
cumbents might, by the peculiarity of their fituation, fuffer 
the patrimony of the church to-be loft, and come into lay 
hands, they left this remedy for the recovery of her property. 
An incumbent is frequently a ftranger in the place where he 
has a benefice j he is ignorant of the ftate of his lands and 
tithes, and all his neighbours are interefted in keeping him 
in ignorance : he is perhaps poor, or peaceable, or indolent, 
or timid, or fraught with gratitude to his patron ; qr perhaps, 
he is all thefe together. What muft, in this cafe, become of the 
property of the church, and of his fucceflbr ? They muft 
evidently be ruined. Many of us thought it inexpedient to de- 
prive the crown of this power, with which it was armed for 
its own defence ; and fome of us ftill think that the ftep was. 
impolitic ;-— Thofe who voted for clipping the wings of the 
Crown in this particular, becaufe they thought it too power- 
ful and dangerous an engine in its hands, may yet, with 
propriety, vote againft this motion, becaufe no danger can 
be apprehended from the power of the church ; and thofe 
who voted againft taking this power from x the ftrang, can- 
not with decency vote for taking it from the weak. The 
church has no title-deeds, which defcend from father to fon, 
which are carefully preferved, and mark out with precifion 
the extent and limits of the inheritance, fo that nothing 
can be eafily loft. - Confequently, the lands and tithes of 
the parochial clergy, one of tbemoft ufeful clafles of men in 
the nation, would without this precaution, moulder away, 
and be reduced to a much fmaller pittance than it is at this 
juncture. Yet is it not lamented by the whole nation that 
they ar.e not poflefled of a larger proportion of the good things 
of this world? Wh^at then muft we think of a regulation 
that reduces thepi to a much more diftrefsful fituation ? 
Had it indeed been propofed to eftablifh an office, where re- 
mitters of their title-deeds, or diftinQ: account of church pof- 
feflions (hould .be kept, the plan would have merited our at- 
tention; but inftead of applying this remedy, the mover of . 
the qupftion lays the axe to. the root of the tree, and at once 
overturns the church's chief palladium. At the time that 
ftatute of limitation* was made, the church had the power 
io B b to 
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Senate. • The patron, the ordinary, and the incumbent, 
might exchange ecclefiaftical property for a juft equivalent : 
but, in order to prevent any injury to the fuctceding gene- 
ration, from a collufion, the Nullum Tempus was left as a 
power, by which any fraudulent bargain might be fet afide. 
Hence the Nullum tempus occurrit regu and the Nullum tempus 
occurrit ecclefiee y have not the fame foundation : and it is not 
therefore neceffary that for the fake of confiftency we fhould 
bury them both in the fame grave. A confiderable altera- 
tion of our conftitution is not to be attempted without fome 
Urgent neceffity. It ought to have been fhown that the 
power veiled in the clergy has been egregioufly abufed ; that 
they have been litigious and oppreffive, and always ready to 
grafp at every ftraw,to^draw every thing into their own vortex. 
— In a word, proofs fhould have been produced of many 
vexatious and iniquitous fuits, grounded on the maxim in 
queftion. Has this been done ? One cafe only, and that 
not in point, has been laid before us. But how many in- 
stances are there of vexatious and oppreflive fuits commenced 
and carried on by the laity againft the clergy. 

The gentlemen of the long robe declare, that few, very 
few Complaints come into the courts of law through the 
means of the clergy, that they are generally dragged thither 
by iniquitous combinations, .that their caufe is generally fo 
juft 'that nothing but the moft abfurd and inveterate preju- 
dice could have bred and foftered the leaft difpute. Is it 
prudent, is it juft, is it honourable, to ftrip fuch harmlefs 
and inoffenfive men of their beft defenfive' armour? Co'nfider 
that they have here nobody to plead their caufe, while we, the 
judges in this cafe, are interefted men. Ouf honour there- 
fore is concerned in giving no countenance to the fcheme. It is 
too much to make two attacks upon the clergy in one feflion, 
one upon their doftrine, and another upon their property. 
No plan, it is true, can be without fome inconvenience; 
bo:h the old and the new will neceflarily partake of the im- 
perfections of all "human inftitutions. But the ancient and 
eftabiifhed plan is certainly not incumbered with fo many nor 
(o weighty objections as this which is now under difcuffion. 
What provifion is here made for fecurine; the tithes of the 
inferior clergy from diminution, which will be the unavoid- 
able confequence ? None. How is collufion to be prevent- 
ed between incumbents "and patrons? How are nuniberlefs 
other dangers, which, upon the removal of the old and 
the introdu&ion of the new fyftem will appear, to be obvi- 
ated ? With refpeft to all thefe points our innovator is total- 
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ly filent. One fiiigle remedy for a Angle cafe he has pro* 
pofed, and that is all that his legiflative fagacity, or that of 
bis abettors, has been able to fuggeft. Where, then is the 
propriety of proceeding farther upon this motion ? It certain- 
ly ought to be rejected. 

Mr. Seymour and the abettors of his motion reafened thus; 

It is in vain that gentlemen attempt to make a diftin<3,ioa 
between the ancient power of the crown, and the ftill re- 
maining power of the church with refpeft to the Nullum 
Tempus. The prefent claim of the church was prior to 
the itatute of limitations, and therefore could not poffi- 
bly have its origin at that period. The idea was evidently 
borrowed from the practice of the crown, when the clergy 
were in favour, and did what fecmed good unto them. 
Whence but from thisvabufe arofe the ftatute of Mortmain? 
The cafe will admit of no difpute. The dire&ors not only 
of the king's, confeience, but of' his counfels, converted 
their influence .to the advantage of the order ; and our an* 
ceftors were obliged to interfere, el fe they would have y like 
the clergy of Judea and other prieft-ridden countries, fwal- 
lowed up gradually all the lands of the nation in their vortex; 
and become the fole proprietors of the "ifle. The miftaken 
piety of fome, the folly of others, and their own addrefs and 
induftry would have by this time made them our lords an/1 
mailers. We (hould have groaned under the moil intolera- 
ble of all tyrannies, under the tyranny of priefls. Nor is this 
any refle£tion on our clergy, becaufe they are but men^ 
and all bodies of men, when under no check, become op- 
preffive and defpotic. They would not defire to have a 
compliment paid to them, which could not be juftiy be 
beftowed upon our ancient barons, nor indeed upon any 
clafs of men that ever exifted. But, you will fay, can any 
man in his fenfes be apprehenfive of exceffive power in the 
church ? Can fuch a chimerical idea be for a moment enter- 
tained ? The anfwer is obvious. However little the dan- 
ger may now appear, in fome future period matters may wear, 
a different afpedh For who knows what may lie concealed 
in the womb of time ? How can you be affured that ages of 
barbarifm will not yet return, and that fuperftition will not 
again reftpre the power of the clergy ? It will then be me- 
ritorious to yield to the moft groundlefs claims of the clergy ; 
and weak men a&uated by the terrors of fuperftition, and 
the fuggeftions of their ghoftly dire&or will think it the 
moft compendious way to heaven to deftroy their title-deeds, 
and thus to fuffer their lands by a' law-procefs to revert into 
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the bofom of the church. Confidcr that at lead one-third of 
the realm has at one time or other been ecclefiaftical proper- 
ty. What a powerful engine muft this law in fuch cir- 
cumftanees become ? The danger may be diftant ; but to a 
reafoning ftatefman it is enough that the feeds of the evil are 
certainly lodged in our constitution, as it now ftands, and 
that accordingly it is capable of refurre£lton. He needs no 
other motive to induce rrm to attempt the total eradication 
of the latent poifbn. Without this reformation our fyftem 
of jurifprudence will be lame and imperfed. Length of 
pouefiion, or a prefcriptive claim, however acquired, is a 
great principle Ithat runs through the whole body of our 
law, and fecures property from the dangers, which it would 
neceffarily incur in confequence of the neriftable nature of 
title-deeds, and the cafualities to which they are fabjeA, 
Is it not a matter of fome moment to render our laws tmi» 
form and confident? Scotland has adopted this maxim, un- 
difturbed pofTeflion of forty years is an effe£tual bar to the 
claims of their church. What hinders us to copy this nor- 
thern principle ? Scotland has often borrowed from us ; and 
the union has not precluded mutual imitation. Nor is it 
the Scottifh law alone that furniflies its fandion. The ca- 
non law h equally explicit in favour of tbe fame do&rine 5 
and fo is the civil law, from which it feems to have been 
tranfplanted into the canon and Scotch codes. It is not that 
thefe precedents will ever be confidered as absolutely con- 
clulive, if they were not corroborated by the genius and 
fptrit of our own conftitution, and, what is more, by the 
law of nature. Mr. Onflow, it is true, has quoted Grotius 
to prove the reverfe; but unfortunately he has read a mu- 
tilated edition; for it has been proved that, if he had pro- 
ceeded a fentence or two farther, he would have read his owh 
condemnation. It is to be hoped therefore that, when he 

Sroes home, he will procure and read Grotius at targe, and 
atisfy himfelf, that he and every other writer on the law 
of nature and nations declare againft the Nullum Tempus 
without any exception in favour of the clergy. Why flkould 
they be exempted from the general rule ? Without any hew 
civil lift ample provifi?n is made for the whole order, were 
it properly divided. Pluralities are the bane of the clergy. 
Two, three, four, and even five benefices are fw allowed up 
by one unconscionable individual, who employs as many cu- 
rates, and pays each perhaps at the rate of fifteen pounds tt 
year, though he receives himfelf for each five hundred. If 
he allows his- curates* fifty, he is a* prince for generofity; 

Ought 
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Ought not this abufe to be rectified ? The minifter fays that 
he laments as much as any man the inequality of church 
preferments, but that he cannot fplit them into fmaller parts, 
out furely he can prevent a multitude of them from being 
heaped upon the fame perfon. Why does he fufrer fo manjr 
difpen fat ions to pafs the great feal enabling this doftor to 
bold two livings, that to hold three, and a third four ? It is 
to be hoped, for the honour of humanity, ftiat there is n6 
minifter lb fordid and avaricious as to grafp at every thing 
that falls, and to catch it either in his own mouth, or let it 
drop into that of a relation. Be this as it may, a ceflatiorf 
of the pra<ftic6 is the moft rational plan for relieving the 
inferior clergy. This motion will not certainly render their. 
condition worfe. Coliufion between the patrons and in- 
cumbents may, and, no doubt, now does take place. How 
will the alteration *f the law render it more eafy or fre* 
quent? You will perhaps fay, that the (hortnefs of the 
term, during which the church may claim loft pofieffions, 
will encourage frauds, becaufe they may remain unknown, 
till the time for recovery is gone for ever. The fame argu- 
ment Was urged in favour of the crown ; but as it had then. 
no weight, it is to be prefumed that it ought now to have 
a* little. In the fame fpirit we are told that the crown, 
for fear of lofing its juft rights, would immediately begin a . 
fcrutiny, and commence aftions without number againft 
every encroacher upon its property. Was this fufpicion 
verified by faft ? No. What reafon then have we to imagine 
that the church will follow any other plan ? At any rate 
the fcrutiny will be the better, the fooner :t is begun. Juf- 
tice will be the more eafily done t* both parties. Nothing 
can poffibly be gained by delay. If this power is to remain 
vetted in the church, how precarious is all lay property I 
The parchments, which fecure it, may be loft, may be de- 
ft royed by fire, and a thoufand other accidents. A fee, a 
dean and chapter, a college may find among their archive* 
fome mufty records, which fhow that they were once in' 
pofleffien. What is the confequence? They immediately 
plead that nullum tempus occurrit eccleft^ and defire to fee the 
titles by which he -holds his eftate. But, behold ! they are 
loft. Accordingly, the court of jufticc, in conformity tcr 
the ftridl letter of the law, bellows his lands upon th4 
church. Nor is this mere fpeculation. The mover of the 
queftion has pointed out a member of your own houfe, who 
has f attained an injury of this nature from a bifliop of Dur- 
ham, and loft by the procefs not lefs than a hundred and twen- 
ty 
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ty thoufand pounds. Yet you call for proofs of the abuSe of the 
power in question ! Is not thisin Standalone Sufficient } Allow 
but the bill to be brought up, and there is no doubt but upon 
enquiry moie cafes will be discovered. Suppofe a modus, 
fuppofe an exchange to have long ago taken place, and the 
proofs to be now loft. What follows? Why, by means 
of the ecclefiaftical Nullum Tempus, thp church will fet 
the whole afide, and not only keep the equivalent given, but 
appropriate the eState for which it was given. Can any 
thing be more unjuft or unreafonable ? But fuch is always 
the confequence of deviating from the plain track of nature 
and common fenfe. * When the mon arteries were destroyed, 
and many of their poSTeSfions fold to the beft bidders, the 
augmentation office was eStabliShed, . and there were, kept 
regifters of all the eltates difpofed of to laymen. Since that 
period the augmentation office has ceafed. Hence the papers 
there lodged are in much greater confufion than anv other 
in the kingdom. If this power be Still preferved to the 
church, what a dangerous instrument will it be in the 
hands of dean and chapters, and other rich eccIefiaStical 
bodies, whofe records are kept with infinitely more care 
and circumfpe&ion, than the, papers and parchments of pri- 
vate families ? It js indeed objected, that the mover of the 
queftion has not obviated every inconvenience, nor Shown that 
his propofed regulation is neceflary, in order to prevent the 
abuies of the clergy. But furely it is abfurd to expect that, 
before the bill is read, examined or amended, every objec- 
tion Should have been removed. The moft considerable in-* 
convenience is taken away, by allowing the Nullum Tem- 
pus to operate for fixty years and three incumbencies. The 
proper method of fecuring the tithes of the parochial cler-» 
gy, and what other plan for their benefit may be thought 
neceflary, he has with much prudence, and no lefs modefty, 
left to the difcretion of this houfe; and furely it is too- much 
to fay, that, without the heterogeneous and monflrous power 
arifing from.the Nullum Tempus, the collective wifdooi of 
the legislature cannot fecure the tithes of the clergy, that 
incumbrance, that original fin, with which every morfel of 
land . is born, and without which it cannot exiSt. At any 
rate, thus to rejeft a motion for the improvement of the 
constitution, and not to Suffer a bill to come into the regu- 
lar courfe of examination and difcuflion, is contrary ta every 
idea of juftice and equity. The pra&ice is fubverftve of 
all parliamentary enquiry, and, if tolerated, muft render this 
houfe perfectly ufelefs to the nation. Accordingly the de- 
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cifion of this queftion will clearly (how whether we have 
the feelings of parliament or the fpirit of men. What ought 
to be done after the bfll is brought is not fo certain ; but 
that it ought to be received is a$ clear as that two and two 
make four. 

It is in vain we are informed that no neceffity, no flagrant 
abufe prefles. The plan is for this reafon the lefs exceptionable; 
becaufe^ve are thus lefs liable to error. through prejudice or 
paflion. Had the propofai arifen from fome recent injury, it 
would be a ftrong argument for its rejeSion. With equal 
impropriety is it contended, that ancient inftitutions, are not 
lightly and wantonly to be overturned ; be^aufe that reafon- 
ing may be turned, as a ftanding piece of artillery againft 
every improvement. Had our anceftors argued in this man- 
ner, we (hould never have acquired either liberty or property, 
but groaned for ever under Norman tyranny.. When the 
minifter urged this common place, he- forgot that Lord Ba- 
con had, on the oppofite page furnifhed his antagonifts with 
arms of equal proof. Let us not then be am u fed with boyifh 
declamation, inftcad of found argumentation, nor for fter- 
ling coin be put off with counters. - 

On a divifion 117 were for the bill, 141 again ft it. 

* ... 1 „ , ., , k „ m 

A drcumjlantial Account of what pajfed at a meeting of the Livery 
on Friday evenings Feb. 14, at the Half Moon Tavern- in 
Cheapjide. 

rp'HE meeting was very numerous and refpe&able. 
JL About ^eight o'clock Mr. Bi{hop was called to the 
chdir. As foon as he was feated, the chairman informed the 
company, that he understood by the advertifement, that the 
livery were called together to confider of an anfwer made 
by the Lord mayor to their requeft of a common hall. He 
therefore faid, he thought it proper to begin the bufinefs by 
reading the requifition of the Livery to his Lord {hip ; which 
he obferved was figned by one hundred and forty-three re- 
fpe&ab.le Liverymen, one hundred and one of them were of 
t he Common Council. 

" To the right fan. WILILAM NASH, Efc Lord 
Mayor of the City of London. . 
" WE, the underwritten Liverymen, on behalf of qu Helves, 
and brethren the Livery of London, do moft earneftly re- 
queft your Lordfhip will fummon a Common-hall on any 
convenient day, previous to the 15th inftant, for the pur- 
ppfe of giving public initrudtions to our reprefentatives in 

parliament, 



parliament, relative to the very important motion intended 
to be made by Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, in the houfe o/ 
commons, for fhortening the duration of parliaments. 

Signed by one hundred and forty-three Liverymen/* 

After this had been read, Mr. Somers informed the gentle- 
men that it had been delivered to the Lord Mayor by Mr. ] 
Saxby and others ; that when it was delivered, his Lordfhip 
deiircd time to con fid er of it, and prom i fed to return his an- I 
fvver in writing to any perfon whom they would appoint to* ■ 
» receive it. Mr. Somers being appointed, did accordingly I 
receive his Lordfliip's anfwer, which he now produced. The 
anfwer was then read over twice as follows. , 

" The Lord Mayor defires the favour of Mr. Somers to 
prefent his compliments to the gentlemen, who yeftcrday 
made an application to him in writing, requefting him to j 
fumrr.ou a Common-hall on any convenient day, previous ] 
to the 15th inftant, for the purpofe of giving inftru&ions to 
the city reprefentatives in parliament, relative to the very 
important motion intended to be made by Mr. Alderman j 
Sawbridge in the Houfe of Commons for (hortening the du- | 
ration of parliaments : and the Lord Mayor defires the gen^ \ 
tlemen may be acquainted, that he is very defirous of em- 
bracing every opportunity of teftifying the moft refpe&ful 
attention to the wifties of his fellow-citizens : But that as' 
the right of the Mayor to fummon extraordinary Common- 1 
halls has been brought into queftion, and is now" in litiga- I 
tion of a court of juftice, he thinks it proper to fufpend the 
exercife of that right tjll the queftion has received a Jegal 
determination ; and the rather, as all motions of confequence 
relative to matters arifing within the city, or in which the 
corporation are fuppofed to be interefted, may be fubmitted 
to the confideration of the court of common council, which 
he will be ready to call together on all neceffary occafions, 

Man/ton Hcufe, Feb. 12, 1771." 

^fter fome expreffions of indignation and a general mur- 
mur of difcontent had fubfided, Mr. Ed ridge addrefled the 
Chairman in the following manner : 

, ' ♦« Sir, , 

cc Whatever may be the different opinions of the propriety 
of the prefent requeft to the Lord Mayor for a common-hall j 
and however gentlemen may honefUy differ about particu- 
lar perfons and meafures * y I hold it the duty of every Livery-- 
xnan to ftand forth upon the prefent occafion ; and I catch 
...... . •-- - . . '^ 
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at this opportunity fthe only one I believe Mr. Na(h wil* 
ever afford) of thanking him for furnifhing a fubjed upon 
Which every honeft man muft unite. The Lord M*yor by 
his anfwer has precluded us from entering into any debate 
concerning the propriety or fitnefs of the prefent applica- 
tion to him, on which perhaps we might reafonablv have 
been divided. He has chofen to attack the right of the Li- 
very to a common hall. That right is now the only quef- 
tion ; and the means of enforcing (hat right in defiance of a 
treacherous magiftrate ought now to be our only aim., The 
Lord Mayor's reafon for refufal is not either becaufe of any 
deficiency in numbers or importance of thofe who applied to* 
him; it is not on account of the infignificarice or impropriety 
of the caufe of application, Had cither of thefe been his 
declared reafon 6f refufal, we might then indeed have de- 
bated upon thofe points; but he has left us no other alterna- 
tive but either to agree with him againft the right of the Li- 
very to inftruft the representatives, or to condemn and ab- 
hor his condu&. Mr. chairman, I will plainly declare that 
I deteft his fcandalous anfwer. He means to rob us of our 
deareft and moft clearly acknowledged right by a pretence a* 
abfurd* as it is falfe. He fays, * the right of the Mayor to 
fummon a common hall has been brought into queftion, an4 
is now in litigation in a court of juftice** Sir, I charge his 
Lordfhip with an impudent and notorious faUhood. The 
right of a commbn hall is not in queftion ; it is not in liti* 
gat ion. A particular manner of pupifhing difobedience t<a 
the Lord Mayor's precepts is in litigation 5 the right of a 
qommoh hall is not. But the pretence is as abfurd as it is falfe ^ 
what (ball we fay to a £hief magiftrate, who, being eJe&e<t 
to a ftation for the fake of preferving the rights and privile- 
ges of his conftituents, (hall declare it a fufficient reafon for 
Kim to deprive you of the cxercife of any 6f your right* as 
foon as ever it (hall pleafe any of your enemies to difpute, 
them ! TSir, if this reafon is fufficienU I queftion whether 
we (hall much longer have any right left. Should it pleafe 
our virtuous court at St. James's (and I proteft I fincerely 
believe it would pleafe them) to employ their tools to dif- 
pute our right of ele&ingi or having any reprefentatives at, 
all ; our virtuous chief magiftrate, Mr. Nafb, weuld think 
that a fufficient reafon for fufpending likewife our right of 
eledion ! — I would not have any one think I have put too. 
ftrong a cafe. Sir, the prefent cafe is equally ftrong : for 
to have a representative^ and not to have the right of inftrudt- 
ing him, is a mockery of reprefentation. Sir, it is this ^ 
10 C c right 
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right of inftru£Hng our reprefentatives which.the Lprd Mayor 
denies to us : becaufe (bene creatures of the court, as flavifh 
and abjeA as himfelf, have endeavoured to obltrudVit. Sir, 
if this reafon was fufficient, we {hould not have a Lord 
Mayor, an Alderman, a Sheriff, or even a corporation a 
week longer; but why' do I talfe of a corporation ? We 
fliould not have any form of government left in the king- 
dom : we fliould none of iis nave a hbufe to flielter us, if 
we. reafbhed like his Lord m? p'j becaufe nb man muft enter 
his own doors from the moment that any faucy fellow fliould 

difpute his paflage. Mr* chairman, the fadl is, that Mr. 

Nafh himfelf is the. perfon *who ; q'ueftions our, right of a 
Common-hall: I know that it. has been his favourite topic 
(and I pledge myfelf to prove it if he denies It) it has. been a 
point on which he has always publicly infilled, Jthat the Live- 
ry have no right to meet in Common-hall but for the elec- 
tion, of their oiScers, '.arid when there" affembled, cannot de- 
liberate on any fubjecl, but are. confined to their bare votes. 
—Surely, Sir, Mr. Nalh, (for it grieves me to call him our 
Lord Mayor) forgets that we have had Common-halls 
granted by other chief magiftrates, fince the difobedience of 
tne wardens of the Grocers a,rid Goldfmiths companies. Sir, 
if tnat'*di (obedience and .the litigation concerning their pu- 
iiifhmerit (which is the only thing, in queftibn) were' rea- 
fons for^any- thing, they were reafons for exerting, exercifing, 
and repeatedly enforcing that right of the chief magiflrate. 
What'a precious magiftrate is this, who points out to our ene- 
Ihie? an, eafy method to ftrip us of all our privileges ! 1/ they 
will only difpute or deny them, Mr. Nafli, will forbear their 
£xerc*ife: if a felon or a murderer (hould difpute his Lordfhip's 
power o( commitment, in a particular cafe our good Lord'Ma- 
y6r wilj leave all other felons and murderers at large, till by 
the tedious forms of courts at law the particular manner of that 
commitment is folemrily and formally determined. But, 
Sir, I am alhamed ,to fpend any more time upon fo plain an 
abfurdity, fo fcandalotis a defertion of his truft 5 and there- 
fore I defire to make a mption that the numerous Livery who 
are prefent may ft amp his Lordfhip with this .impudent falf- 
hood in the mod folemn planner by a formal declaration : 
therefore, Sir,' I move — c< That the right of the Liverymen 
of London to aflemble in Common-hall is not in queftion or 
litigation, but is a right indisputably inherent in the Li- 
very." , j '". ' 

This motion as 'a declaration of Mr. Nafh's falfliood and . 
treachery was received with the greateft approbation and ap- 
' . , , pJaufe> 
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plaufe, which were thought to be unanimous, till Mr. Rain- 
cock rofe to defend the Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Raincock exclaimed violently againft the indecency 
Of the gentleman who fpoke laft, and the affront^which the 
motion mull give to the Lord Mayor, by propofing to fo nu- 
merous and refpedtable a : body of the Livery to join in giv- 
ing the formal lie direft to the chief magi (Irate of the city of 
Londoti. * He in fifted that the Livery of London had not a 
right to affemble in Common-hall, but had voluntarily given 
up that right ever fince the reign of Richard the Second ; 
' and that finee that time there was a law againft their aflem- 
bling there except for the purpofe of ele&ion. 

Mr. Saxby* Mr. Malpas, Mr. Whitby* Mr. Hurford* and 
others fpoke in defenpe of the motion : they denied the truth 
of Mr. Raincock's aflertion, and (hewed that the Livery * 
was a much later eftablifhment than the time of Richard the 
fecond : they repeatedly called upon Mr. Raincock to pro- 
duce his law, or tell them where it was to be found ; which 
he not being able to do, tjhe whole company concluded it to 
be a law only of his own making. 

Mr. Stone was particularly happy and pointed in his ridi- 
cule of the Lord Mayor's letter, and in his refutation of 
Mr. Raincock's law. He complimented the Lord Mayor 
on his peffedt imitation of that court which he had taken for, 
his example. " His Lordftiip, faid he, has adopted the very 
1 ftile as well as the principles of a courtier.— /fc is very de- 
fir ous rf embracing every opportunity of tejlifying the moft refpeft- 
ful attention to the wijhes of his fetlow-citizens — : — Refpe&ful 
creature! fo deiirous of embracing, that he takes the very 
firft opportunity to betray them ! What is this but the com-, 
mon cant of every deceitful fycophant ; who is always anxi- 
ous and eager to ferve you in every thing — except what you 
folicit ?" Mr. Stone then Ihewed the abfurdity of the con- 
clufion of his Lordfhip's note, where he talks of fubmitting 
all motions of confequence to the Common Council* whereas the 
prefent motion is for the inftrudion of members of parlia- 
ment; whofe conftitu^nts the Common Council are not, 
but the Livery $ which makes it peculiarly unfortunate for 4 
Mr. Nafh to give fuch an anfwer to a motion which itfelf 
contradids his aflertk>n. ,, 

After Mr. Stone had finifhed, there was fome altercation 
between Mr. Raincock and Hurford 5 which ended exceed- 
ingly to the difgrace and confufion of the former, the una- 
nimous thanks of the Livery then prefent being given to Mr 
Hurford* for'his cbrtduft on the occafion for which Mr. 
Raincock attacked him. 

The 
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The motion was then put, and carried without one diflcnt- 
iHg voice. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Burnley, that as many 
members of the Common-Council who were prefent, ihould 
Wait on the Lord Mayor at ten o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing to defire his Lordfhip to call a Common-Council to 
take into confideration the requeft of the Livery for a Com- 
mon-hall. Which motion was likewife carried unani- 
moufly. 

In purfuance of the laft motion twenty-three Common- 
Council men* waited on the Lord Mayor on Saturday morn-, 
ing laft with the following requeft. 

To. the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 
My Lord> 

€C We the underwritten members of the court of Com- 
mon-Council, at the earned requeft of a numerous meetings 
of the Livery laft night at the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapfide, 
defire your Lordflnp to call a court of Common-Council 
on Tuefday next the 18th inftant, to take into confideration 
their application to your Lordfhip for a Common-hall to in- 
ftru& their reprefentatives in parliament to fupport a motion 
intended to be made by Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, for fhort- 
ening the duration of parliaments. ' 

" N. B. It is requefted this bufinefs be inferted in the 
fummons." 

To which, at a quarter paft eleven o'clock at night, his 
Lordlhip returned the following anfwer : 

** The Lord Mayor prefents his compliments to Mr. Bi- 
fliop and the gentlemen who waited on him this morning, 
and acquaints them, that he will call a court of Common- 
council on fome convenient day the next week ; but that as 
the application to him for a Common-hall, to which he has 
already given a definite anfwer, does not appear to him to be 
a proper fubjeft fo%difcu4fion in the court of Common-coun- 
cil, he cannot permit that bufinefs to be inferted iri the fum- 
vions." 

Manfion Houft 9 Saturday Evening. February 15* 1772. 



AT a court of Common-council held at Guildhall on 
Thurfday Feb. 20, a motion was made, that the Lord 
Mayor be requefted to call a Common-hall, for the purpofe 

of 
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of intruding this city's reprefentatiyes to fuppoit the intend* 
eJ motion of Mr. Alderman Sawbridge in the hoofe of com* 
mows, refpedting triennial parliaments. 

This motion was made by Mr. Reynolds, clerk of the 
arraigns , and "was feconded by Mr. Raincock, who afterward* 
whined oioft piceoufly declaring, that he had been 'cruelly, 
treated in the public papers of that day. 

The motion for triennial parliaments was then obje&ed tty 
as annual were thought more eligible. 

Mr. Hurford moved for the previous queftion, becaufe hq 
thought the inftru£tions oyght to be given by the Livery at 
large, who are the city members conftituents. 

This motion was feconded by Mr. Bellas for the fame 
reafon. 

Mr. Deputy Ellis then faid, he was forry the previous 
queftion was about to be put, becaufe the Lord Mayor bad.gi- 
ven a definitive anfwer.—k curious reafon truly ! 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, that he never intended to make a 
motion in favour of triennial parliaments in particular, but. 
that the duration of parliaments might be fliortened y he 
afferted, that thofe who compofed the court of Common- 
council were aot the members' conftituents j the Livery 
were, and therefore thought the previous queftion neceffary. 

Mr. Deputy Wilfon faid, he was furprifed to hear a pre- 
vious queftion propofed, as it tended to make that court of 
little confequence ; that the members of it were already re- 
duced to mere cyphers; that he fliould ever ohje& to the 
difcuffion of any queftion in a Common-hall ; and that it, 
was impoflible bufinefs could be properly tran fa&ed in fuch 
Common-halls as thofe we jiad lately feen ; he faid he alfo 
difaprjroied of them, becaufe the Lord Mayor could not 
exercife authority there without proftituting the dignity of. 
the chair. 

Mr. Sheriff Wilkes obferved, the merit of the queftion 
lay in a very fmall compa&; that it was clear the Livery 
were the only conftituents ; and that it was not neceffary to 
'be a Liveryman to fit in Common-council ; confequently 
the queftion fhoiild originate in the Livery. 

Mr. Dfeputy Wilfon arofe a fecond time, and faid, that 
if a precept was iffued by the Mayor, requiring his atten- 
dance in Common-hall, he would certainly difobey if. 

M. Alderman Oliver declared that the Livery alone on . 
this occafion had a right to inftruft ; that he regarded them 
as his matters, who it- was his duty to obey ? which he 
* • - 3 fhould 
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(hoitid ever do, though their opinion fometimes might not 
Coincide with his owi?. 1 

Mr. Alderman Roffeter declared that court had an equal 
right with the Livery to inftru&, bccaufe the Livery were 
the reprefentatives of the freemen, by whom the members 
of the Common-council were chofen ; and in confirmation, 
of his opinion , quoted a refolution in the Mayoralty of Sir 
William Blakifton. 

Mr. Alderman Trecothick moved,, that precedents might 
be fearched for. 

The previous queftion was then put, and carried. 

The following motion was then made, and carried by a 
great majority, only three Aldermen, viz. Alfop, Rofleter, 
and Bird, and twenty of the Common-council, voting a- 
gainft it. 

* c That the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor be defired to if- 
fue his precepts for calling a Ccmmon-hall, on any conve- 
nient day in the courfe of the next we*k, for the purpofe of. 
the Liverymen of this city giving inftru&ions to their re- 
prefentatives in parliament, to fupport the very important 
motion intended trie re to be made by Mr. Alderman Saw- 
bridge, for Shortening the duration of parliaments." 

It was then moved, and carried nemine contradicente 9 " that 
fuch members of this court, who are members of parlia- 
ment, be requefted to fupport every motion tending to fllor- 
ten the duration of parliaments." v 

The Lord Mayor then arofe, and declared, that he nei- 
ther could, nor would, comply with their requifition. He 
refeired them for the reafons of his refufal to the anfwer he 
had formerly given them. 

Mr. Bellas then moved, that the queftion, c< whether the 
Common-council have not a right to insist that the Lord 
Mayor ft}all call a Common-hall on their requifition," be re- 
ferred to the confideration of the committee, who are ap- 
pointed to manage the'profecutions againft the three refractory 
companies, and it was recommended that they fhould fearch 
for precedents, and make their report as foon as poflible. 
It was alfo ordered, if the Lord Mayor fhould not be fatis- 
fied with the report of the committee, that the court ftioqld 
immediately iffue their own precept, which they are certain- 
ly authorifed to do by an act of Common-council pafled in 
theye^r 1748. 

1 PAR. 
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PARLIAMENTARY , PROCEEDINGS id 
IRELAND, continued from .page 173. 

'February 5, 1772. 
THIS day the Houfe fat but a fliGrt time, and did no- 
thing but read orders, and re-poftponed the confidcration of 
affairs to future days. 

Feb, 6. This day more bufinefs was.poftponed, on account, 
bf the houfe being very thin ; the feverity of the weather 
having hindered many of the members from coming to town. 
Colonel Browne, in a very elegant fpeech, told the houfe, 
that in thefe times he thought every fcheme that tended to 
the faving of money, ought to be adopted, therefore it ihould 
give 'a favourable attention to what he had to propofe. After 
this preface he averred, that above twenty thoufand pounds* 
every year were expended in England for raifing recruits in 
confequence of the great defertion in Ireland, more foldiers 
deferring in one fnonth here, than in twelve months in 
Great ifritain. This was in a grea,t meafure owing to peo- 
pie harbouririg-defertersi and captains of {hips taking them 
away as paflengers, or indenturing them as fervants. The 
beft way to prevent this, he thought, was to make conceal-, 
ment of a deferter fubjedl to imprifonment, without bail 
or mainprize 5 and the fame penalty to be infli&ed on all 
captains of (hips, who (hould ta|ce on board any perfons 
-without a certificate under the hand of a juftice of peace. 

Sir George Macartney replied, there were laws in being, 
fubjedttng thofe who harboured and concealed deferter s to a 
fine. 

Colonel Browne replied that law might do in England 
where families and people in' the country had fomeihing to 
be fiped of j but here thofe people who principally are th* 
harbourers have no property, for if their cabins and all the 1 
furniture of them were diftrained, they would not produce' 
fifteen pence. The refult of this fhort debate was, that, a 
committee (confiding chiefly of officers of the army) . 
was appointed to draw up heads of a bill for the better pre-' 
venting defertion. 

In purfuance of an order 6f the houfe, his Majefty's let- 
ters patent, appointing the-feparate boards of cuftoms and ex- 
cife, were laid before the houfe, as were alio the king's let- 
ters to the Lord Lieutenant for that purpofe. Mr. Ponfon- 
by moved, that they might be read 5 and accordingly the 
clerk read the patent, appointing Sir William Ofborne, Sir 
Francis Bernard, (the tyrant of New England) John Monck . 

Mafon, 
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Ma(bn, Robert Waller, William Montgomery, to be com- 
miffioners of excife. As this patent confifted of no lefs than 
five fkins of parchment, the houfe was pretty well tired be- 
fore it was Hnifhed ; and the other patent and the letters I 
were ordered to lie on the table, to be per u fed by the mem- * 
bers ; and then the houfe adjourned to Monday next. 1 

Feb. io. The houfe was this day chiefly employed on [ 
private bills. The only public bufmefs which came on was 
a motion made by Sir Edward Newenham. | 

' That gentleman faid, the prefent parliament had already , 
jjafled fome ails which would be of great fervice to the free- < 
oom and independency of parliament; principally the Oc- ( 
tennial bill, and another bill was now in the houfe to re- J 
gulate tHe election of members. , It was therefore from fuch \ 
a parliament that fuccefs might be hoped for, in paffing fuch 
an act as was (till wanting, and that was relative to certain 
placemen fitting in the houfe. A future parliament might 
be too venal and too corrupt to give any countenance to 
fuch an aft. Then it would be too late to propofe it with 
any. probability of fuccefs. Now is the time. It is not to 
be thought that a man may notferve his king and his country 
both together. . It would be unjuft to fay, that a place */- 
ways, renders the pofleflor dependant on government, but it 
is equally unjMft to imagine it never does. It is not intended 
by this bill, that no placeman are to lit in the houfe; it is 
only to limit them. The vice-trcafurer t the attorney and 
fblidtor-generals, the officers of the army and navy may fit 
there — but furely deputy-collectors, petty licenfers, and un- 
der clerks ougfct not to be permitted to fit in the parliament 
houfe by thofe members who would not fit in their company 
in their refpe&ive offices? He concluded with moving, 
that leave might be given to bring in heads of a bill to 
preferve the independency of parliaments, by limiting the 
number of placemen. This motion was agreed to, and Sir 
Edward; Newenham, and Mr. Stuart, were appointed to 
bring in the faid bill, and then the houfe adjourned. 
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To the Printer of the Political jlegifter* 

NO T H t jW G hris lurrirized me fb much as the un* 
merited treatment 6f Mr. Sawbridge's motion, an af- 
fembiyi imrjrdperly ftyled popular, not having even 
deigned ah arifwer^ either to it, or to the fpeechca made 
for fedbnding its laudable intentions* I think at leaft the 
Minifter, or dne df his agents^ fhould have made this mo- 
defl reply* ;.".,' 

Mr* S " ■ fy 

** 'Tis well known that fo much money is wantkg to j>ay 
the iritereft iof the national debt ; that lb much is wanting, 
to purchale the fuffrages of both H— ^ of P — ; that riruch 
more would, be wanting to bribe at ele&ions in the cafe df 
annual Or triennial r>— } and that therefore in consideration 
bf thefe exigencies of ftate* tne people being already but too 
rnuch burdened with taxations* it would be highly impolitic 
to admit of either annual or triennial p > « . > I 

" To what a pafs are we brought > What is become $f 
our coniiitutipn to which we are made to believe the ycrohl- 
tion gave conlifterice, and which itfojidjy eft ablif bed in perpe- 
tuity on a firm balls £ we find this confutation agaijottattcrixig 
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under the aufpkes of the — 9 and. we are reduced to 

defperation, not able to entertain the moft diftant hope of 
redrcfs. 

Una falus viftis, nullam fperare falutem. 

But to wave thefe dilagreeable ideas, let us enter into the 
fpirit of government with Tacitus, and we may perhaps 
find fomething applicable to our purpole; In the fourth 
book of his annals, he has this remar-kable paflfage. <c All 
nations and cities are governed by the people, by the chief 
men in the ftate, or by one perfon ; and out of thefe is made 
choice of and conftituted a form of adminiftration, which 
indeed is commendable, though probably it can have no ac- 
tual exiftence ; or if it fhould chance to fhew' itfelf to the 
world in that light, it cannot be lafting." This author was 
led, no doubt, into this reflection, from confidering the 
•perverfity, which "but too often is fo inherent to mankind, 
and fo imperceptibly mingles itfelf with their very eflence, 
that though a mind poffeffcjd with the ardors of modelling a 
fyftem, which in all refpefts is truly grand, noble, and 
highly deferving of the obfervance of rational beings ; yet 
muft find itfelf fallfhort of its aim, when the fame is intend- 
ed to be reduced to practice* Then it is, that it can be on- 
ly denominated an exquifitely delineated pourtrait, refem- 
bling fomething exifting in the imagination, but by inter- 
vening accidents rendered incapable of admitting the light* 
and colours of reality. Plato's commonwealth has had its 
admirers, as well as the laws of Lycurgus, Solon and others, 
their obfervers ; but the former afforded only an ideal fatis- 
faftion, and if it was poffible to conform to the latter, . the 
nature of manimpatient of reftraint, fufficiently demonftrates 
that the inftitution could be but temporary ; becaufe, though 
towers of policy fhould be railed to the very clouds, yet fud- 
den gufts of unexpected accidents might tumble them into 
ruins, to the confufion of their contrivers and builders ; and 
'this mutability in commonwealths is a reafpn, why politics 
t^U never arrive at perfection. 

u The principal caufe of fetting afide natural liberty to 
have recourfe to civil fociety, was to procure a fafeguard 
againft the misfortunes that threaten man from man. This 
fafeguard confifted in recommending the obfervance of cer- 
tain laws, the infraction of which, according to the ftipu- 
lated aflent of the fociety, was to be attended with punifli- 
' menu adequate to the deferts of the delinquent, and the ex- 
udation of thefe laws was committed to the authority of one 
•who was ftyled king, or to that of a few who affirmed the 
♦iile of Aooles, or to that of many who were balled the 
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people, whence the diftin£ttons of monarchical, ariftocrati-. 
cal, and democratical governments. 

Experience has (hewn in regard to thefe three different 
forms of government, that the monarchical in the admini- 
ftration of a wicked man, degenerates into defpotifm, ty- 
ranny and oppreflion ; that the ariftocratical, is nearly allied 
to regal arbitrary fway ; and that the democratical, though' 
tending to the prefervation of liberty, has often been involv- 
ed in a wretched cataftrophe from tne difmal effefts of anar- 
chy and confufion. 

cc Tacitus has recorded of the Roman Emperor Trajan, 
that he was the firft that mingled together princely power 
and liberty, things formerly unfociable and incompatible* 
Agreeable to this notion of mixt government, our Saxon 
anceftors wifely adopted a fyftem, which, on one fide was 
neither to dread the ills of arbitrary proceedings, nor on the 
other, the furious rage of inconfiderate populace. Holding 
. a juft medium between both, the force of their authorita- 
tive power became founded on the mutual confent of the 
fubjeft and rulers ; becaufe all being fuppofed born to liberty j 
they could not reafonably be fubordinate to others, unleft 
by their confent. This confent Plato calls, harmony and 
numbers ; for as harmony is the refult of different voices 
finging in tune, and as a lum or total, is made nip of dif- 
ferent numbers j fo this, confent of different merj, all tend- 
ing to epippafs r.he fame falutary ends, v muft be confiftent 
with harrrupnical proportion. 

c< It was to be fo, according to the ideas of our Saxoft 
anceftors, * if, jirft, the magiftrate had a due regard for 
the public utility.' For all . love, and willingly adhere to 
that, from whence they fee an advantage derive to them. 
And hence it is, that tame philofophers have called a well 
regulated commonwealth a rgritm concordiadifiors. Concord, 
when the magiftrate and people confpire to promote the pub- 
lic utility. Difcord, when the diverfity of ftfite, and con- 
tention between the magiftrate and fubjeft falls under confi- 
deration. This concord and difcord nature extf&ly imitates. 
Nothing is fo contrary as the elements to themfelves, vet 
out of them the harmonical univerfe is compoled; "ana as 
on the diftblution of thefe elements, it is not poflible for the 
conftituent parts of the univerfe to Tetain their former ct>he- 
fion, fo neither can the commonwealth remain intire, when 
this difagreeing concord is diflocajed or rent afunder. 

" The fecond manner for obtaining this confent they 

judged to be, c If the governing power was conjoined with, 

%nd influenced by refcfem.* For it is natural to think, that 
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Ifci-jftl^ covet* to have the will of others fubjeft taJihi*,. 
ft^o^l^firftibbjeft his' own will to the diftates of fey^n? 
Wheftrtte ipcople. obey the magifl;r^te, ^rho goyerns .accord-j 
iflgHtcrtfce'prefcript ot reafon, they'prefume that tHey obey 
iegfofyiand by obeying reafon, tney are fatisfied that tliey 
ofe^y ,tiiemicltes, L bec4«fe they aft' with' reafon, pr at leaft 
fl?,tjer themfclycs tiiat they have attentively liftened to its 
admonitions*- It' is therefore incumbent on the magiftrate 
iafeOfder to procure this corrfen* and compliance to conform 
unr^fervedly his own Witt arid plefifure tp the moft r^tion&l 
me$fui$s, and the moft rational way of proceeding, . . 
^ f^Tihe third manner for obtaining this confept^ they &lfQ 
judged fbould be, * Jf to all the members fpme part of the 
fgtoimftratiOn of the commonwealth was committed/ T^U 
fc$m* tat)e:the original bafis of our government and liberty, 
Lxvjrfcueof this regulation of our Saxon anceftors, none of 
ps can complain of being excluded from participating in the 
mwgement of our national affairs, as from the joint con- 
tent of Qur three govejiiing ftates affembled together, and 
called the parliament, al| matters relating to the good of 
the community,* muft fce : tranfafted and carried into execur 
tioJk Thefe ftates have been made in procefs of time to . 
confift of the king, the lords fpirituai and temporal, ^nd.the 
commons : Which laft, are the jrepj-efentatives of all the? 
commons in the kingdom ; and in them their coi}ftituent$ 
have placed their higheft confidence, by inverting them witK 
jbe power of making laws, and by entrusting them with all 
their liberties and privileges; fo that, our fyftera of govern r j 
hxent has not been improperly compared with fpme grand 
machine of the balance kind ; the king and commons tp 
counternoife each other, and the lords endeavouring tp ob-» 
kain in bpth a juft equilibrium, 

<f Jt may appear fjrom jhis Jketch of government, which 
lias been handed down jt r p us frpm our Saxon anceftors, in 
what a fignal manner providence has helped us beyond other 
nations, by rooting fp firmly in our hearts the love of ordqr 
;and liberty. The {ubjefts pf other kingdoms may groan 
under the frowns of arbitrary capjice ; but we fp long as 
we preferve unaltered our conuitution of government, may 
juftly pride ourfelves in the valuable poflemons pf tranquili- 
ty and opulence. It will be our owA f^ult if we forfeit the 
depofite of fo great a treafure. Ought we not therefore to 
ufe the utmoft vigilance for its fecurity ? And ought we not 
even at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, to embrace all 
the opportunities, concert all the fcheme?, and enter into 4II 
the meafures that may in any wife prove inftrvjn cnta l to 
make it permanent? • 

"It 



( 205 ) 

u It has been always obferved, that nothing has fo much 
itifeanced our national happinefs as ajprudent/rhoice of pro- 
per perfons to reprefent us in parliament. And indeed, a 
true reprefentative of the Britifh nation ought to be endow-, 
ed in an eminent degree with every good quality that can 
make him flune in the eyes of mankind. His education 
fhould be of the beft, that it might be prefumed he is intd^ 
ligent in the laws, hiftory, and ufages of hk country ; that 
he has ftudied its real intereft, and that he can both in word 
and dttd fhew himfelf a generous defender of the caufe he 
has undertaken. Befides thefe requifites, he fhould approve 
himfelf worthy of the choice out of his functions ; by a ftrift 
fidelity in his feryices ; by having a heart inacceflible to th6 
bafe arts of .corruption, and a foul uninfluenced by the awe 
of power ; by meriting applaufe from public fpinted afts ; 
by adhering to loyalty without fervile meannefs, and by lov- 
ing liberty without running into faftion. 
f ** It has been judicioufly obferved by fome ingenious 
authors, that notwithstanding all the accurately concerted 
fchemes of law and politics, enforced of recommended to 
,th,e obfervance of men, very few are made better. An in- 
veterate depravity fo engrofles the affeftions of the greater 
part, that they leldom give themfelves time to deliberate 
upon the intention of their aftions. What is moft preva- 
lent with them is the example of others, perfons perhaps in 
power and highly efteemed. Hence, the darling vice grows 
into habit, and they are eafily, without any reluftance on 
their fide, fwept down the torrent. The dilbrder therefore 
appearing remedilefs, it would be much conducive to the up- 
right patriot's repofe to feclude himfelf from all commerce 
with ill-defigning men, to fet afide all concern for ftate af- 
fairs, to inculcate no maxims of true policy, to harbour no 
ill opinion of the infraftors of equitable laws, all pretend- 
ing to be indemnified by authority, or feconded by example; 
in fhort to fufFer every individual to indulge his capricious 
humour, and live according to the di&ates of his favorite 
folly . 

CQ It may naturally be thought, that fuch fentiments are 
as a benevolent farcafm upon rtiankind ; the bell method 
for procuring amendment being often to laugh perfons out 
of their vices, or ridicule them into virtue. But fuppofing 
them to be matter of f aft, and that few intend to reap benefit 
from ahy proffered inftruftion, it is however prefumed that 
the" excellency of the Englifh Constitution fhould never be 
abfent from the minds of true Englifhmen : Otherwife 
frotu Slaves to their, own paffions, they iuuft become Haves 

to 
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tp the paffions of others ; ihey will forfeit their liberty, and in 
tbeir turn make trial of the oppreflipn other nations are fallen 
under from a like mifconduS. Suqh was the downfai of the 
greateft republic in the lyorld, I mean the Roman, of which 
it will not be improper to recite here the principal circum* 
$anc$s ; and, I an* forry t$ {%y we may on our own account 
trace a great fimilarity in the portrait* 

« Haec a Jte non abludit imago. 9 

<c The Roman feiiate was more than Qnc,e inclined to opprefs 
the people, and the people inclined to rmjch violence againft 
the (pnate ; but on thefe occafions they a&led by a public prin- 
ciple ; the people regarding the po^er of tt)d fenafe, as a ty- 
ranny, which ruined free&pm ; , and the fefiate, the liberty of 
the other, as an irregularity, which would end in confuiion* 
Men now began to feparate their private from the public in- 
terefti The bonds of fociety before thought fo agreeable, feemed 
then to be trpublefome chains, and every one growing uneaff 
,under the laws, had a mind to refuse his primitive right of dif- 
poftng of himfelf, and in this choice tp fpllow the motions of 
liii own will. 

" The firft difgufts thus formed, it came to pais that men left 
the republic to cultivate their own private jnjtereft, (ought new 
engagements in fociety, and adhered to tfyoie who n^ight beft 
gratify their paffions. Aod what is very extraordinary, the cor- 
ruptor remained a perfon of credit in the opinion of the cor- 
rupted, and afted more nobly than thofe ^hopppofed the cor- 
ruption, Efteem, and the honed inclination for men of virtue, 
feemed ridiculous to fuch' as refolved to confer nothing but 
themfelves. Honpu/ hegan to paft for a phantom, glory for 
a vanity, and every one fofejy purfued his private intereft, 
while he imagined he (hewed his good feafe and judgment by 
fo doing. But this genius Qf jptereft wjxich fuceeeded to that 
, of honour, afted differently ampng W Romans, according to 
the difference of tempers,' They whp yrere ?&uated by magna- 
nimity, ftrove to acquire power ; inferior fpuls contented 
tbemfelves with heaping up riches all manner of ways. 

" As they did not fud^enly fall into abfolute corruption, there 
, was a gentle Aiding from honour ty iptereft, and both fubferibed 
in the republic, but with a vieyir to.different obje&s. A (hew 
. of honour was pte&ryed ia fon^e particular aftions* and no- 
thing but open infamy in others. A general corruption reigned 
at Rome in matters relating to the) citizens ; integrity became 
fvery day more Jare^jufticq was in a manner banifhed ; and 
. thedefire of making a fortune was grown intp the ftropgeft 
. paflion. ; Nothing ^as ; morcunju^ ^an ;J the jndgmejnts paJPTed 
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I y the (Senators, nothing To abominable as their avarice. . By 
their authority, and by other Wicked methods, they con* 
tinually robbed the people of their (mall pofieffions ; and thefe 
repeated injuries muft have alienated their hearts, but without 
yet entertaining any ill intentions, they fuffered this tyranny 
with grief, and being really infer* Wretched than Teditious, they 
expeded, rather than fought after deliverance from this their 
diftrefled fituation* 

46 Things now came to their crrfis ! the fenators fell out a- 
mong themfelves abdut po%er, aftd When the ftate h»d beenal- 
moftrentby civil wars, theconijtfetor ^deprived all indiscrimi- 
nately of liberty. 

<« Soon after were ftudied the myfteties of the cabinet, and 
with them was hatched thatabfurd do&rineoftheihteVrftofa 
prince, as it is feparatefrom the intefreft of die ftate* and gene- 
< rally runs counter to the public good. Judgnl^nt, capacity, and 
fecrecy, were changed into craft, artifice, arid drflknulatioh,.. 
V Good and ill adiotts were no longer kno#n as fuch; every 
thing was interpreted according to the nice irrtdntion of the 
prince, or was judged of by thertiattce of turious fpeculation. 
Complaints, which in all ages bf the world have been allowed 
to the unfortunate for the relief of their rntferies : tears, thofe 
natural expreffions of our grief ; and fighs, which flip from Us 
in fpite of our will; even looks, Ut length, became fatal. 
Plain, undifguifed fpeech was thought to coifer evil defi'gns ; 
the discretion of filenceto conceal mifchievous intentions. To 
fpeak, to be filent, to rejoice, to be affli£ed, to be fearful, or 
undaunted, all was criminal, and very often incurred the moft 
rigorous punifhments. 

" Thus it was that this noble people, from tafting fliefweets 
of the beft regulated liberty, fell into the fnare of theworft ty- 
ranny and oppreffion. And, itfdeed, the like calamities tnuft 
wait all other nations, When in contempt of thenioft facred 
laws of confeience, honour, ahd juftice, they prize more the 
finifter arts of life, than the beauty of order and integrity ." 

■■■ ■■ ■ ■ ' * M l Hi ll. . «..,, '■ ' ' * W*. 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

* 

SIR, 

As a conftant reader of yourRegifter, I gladly embrace the 
Opportunity of here making ydu a communication of the 
contents of a private letter I lately perufed frorrf Pcnfylvahla. 
You may confider it as an anecdote of a pretty lingular na- 
ture ; yet, among the heart-burningrand jeafoufies of ' our 
other colonies, charafteriftic of the mild and pacific difpo- 

pofitioos 
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pofitron of the Penfyfrartians,* and the degree of liberty amrf 
tranquility each citizen enjoys in that province. 

A Woman of a certain age is fafcen ID, and (aoii appfehentitf 
" her life te be in danger. The thoughts of her children, 1 
all of them (till young* fill hef with diftrefs in her laft moments'; 
She calls her hufband to her, and exprefles with great artguifc; 
to him her fears * left the new wife he is likely to take, may tit 
ufe her children* She fefeeches him with all imaginable ear- 
nefthefs to marry Ruth, a ftout lufty young woman', and faith- 
ful fervant, who had always behaved with affe&iort to diem. 
The hufband at firft confiders this fpeech as the effe£l of a deK- 
iium brought on by his Wife's fever ; hut (he declaring that (he 
fpake to him from the feelings of her hearty and ardently defired 
his confent, as to the laft requtft fhe had to make 9 he ' replied,- 
that it (hould be as (he wifhed, yet hoped he would not k>fe fo 
good and affedionate a wife. Not content with this affarance* 
flie requires of him a folemn and peremptory affirmation to mar- . 

?Ruth, which he alfo was complaifant enough to comply with, 
he next day fome diffidence occurring to her mind that her 
hufband would not perform his promife, fhe again calls him to 
her bed -fide with Ruth, tells her that fhe is going to marry her 
with a man fhe (hall foon leave a widower, and exhorts her to 
love him faithfully, and beftow all her cares on her children* 
and the good management of the family concerns. Ruth in 
tears promife every thing fhe defires j the dying wife joins theft* 
herfelf in holy matrimony, receives their* protections and en- 
gagements, and compels them by thisfan&ion of contraft to fi* 
the marriage by a tye indiflbluble. Jn the mean time the pa- 
tient grew better, and at length recovered ; but the hufband, 
who, became very fond of his new wife, declared to the old 
one he would not part with her ; and that, as fhe had obliged 
him to marry her, he would take care of her all his life. Far 
from taking the leaft umbrage, the old one was extremely wel! 
pleafed, embraced her hufband, and gave marks of her fatis- 
fa&ion in as great a degree as he could poffibly require. Never 
did the leaft ftorm difturb the peace and union of this double do- 

' meftic care. The young wife has had feveral children, of 
which the cjld one takes as much care, as of ber own. She, on 
her fide, has not ceafed to entertain, for her benefa&refs, all hef 

' former fentiments of refpeft and cordial affe&ion. The day* 
of the Bigamift rife and fink in perfefl: compofure, and not one 
of the Penfylvanian friends has cxprefleda word tf any (caudal 

. given on the occafion. 

Againft 



Thoughts on Regularity, Exaft ocfs, and PundiJalMy. V 

D EGULAR1TY, exaft nefs, and punau*lity 5 refemble feme . 
"■ of thofe little obfcure trades, which are esxtpcifed with ^ 
great fatigue, yet by their cmolumental prbduce %it hardly ca- 
pable of Supporting life.. A patriotic a£t or fpeecb has o/ten- 
tfmes been the occafion among u$, of extolling an otherwrfe 
worthlefs fellow to -the Ikies j one only warlike exploit may be 
fometimes fufficient to make a man's valour known, and to raife 
him. to the fir ft pofts of honour; fomc aft ions of liberality may 
introduce another into popular favour, and enhance to a great 
degree his reputation for beneficence * but regularity, titaftnt C% 
and punctuality neither raife not enrich any ; and felt love. i» 
pever foitrakened as when it finds itfelf in perfons, poflbffed 
only of thefe virtues, became having, as it generally has, vaft 
pr etenfioris, it can then form only little deugns. ... . r 

But if thefe .virtues (hew no luftre when unaccompanied 
with others, and ponfined to fubje&s very little remarkable* 
they change condition and become confiderable when jobed to 
great virtues, and when met with in the perfons of princes and 
minifters. For what can be finer than to fee a man of honour, 
of faith, and of probity, very regular in acquitting himfelf of all 
the duties of civil life, and very exaft and very punftual in «tc- - 
compWbing all his words ? Is there any thing more eftimable 
than the regularity, exa&nefs,* and pun&uality of a prince or 
mioifter of ftate, who forgetful of their elevated ftation, fubjt ft 
themfelves to all the laws of cuftom like meaoftbe loweft 
clafs, and who, notwithftanding their continual occupations and 
piulriplicky of affairs that divide thrir attention, perform al- 
ways, and in regard to all forts of perfons, whatever they haye 
promifed. 

The fplendour that rdk&s on thefe virtues, when in con- 
jun&ioft wkh others o( a fuperioreaft, and, the advantageous, 
Jight they appear in amadft the magnificence of illuftuous per- 
fonages, does not hinder., however, their being fidfe, when the£ 
who are fo exa&apd pun&ual, are only fofoc theloveof them- 
felves, and in order to oblige -others by tfieir example to be 
wanting in nothing in the refpeft they imagine due to them. 
We may lie periuaded of this for two reafons. The firft, that 
they always let forth their punftuality, declaring how exa& 
they are to the appointed hour, bam they have forgot non* of 
the ctrcumftanok of the affair they were charged with, and a 
variety of other particulars. -The fccond, that they cannot 
bear with the leaft fault committed againft punduality and ex* 
aftnefs in things they have recommended, and therefore Se- 
verely confure and reprimand thofe whoiiave failed. 

xo Ee The 



jn greai Templ-yments proceed, ;^ 'J^^^Hve. 
virtues, which ufuaUyftnke n ° l ^.^^^f and , hc more 
a, in an eminent place, are ^I^T/u^ J no occafion for 
efteemeJ, as rarely found- in perfons "X bufinefe They alfo 
others, and who otherwifc are burdened by bu me is. inej a 9 
Sootexaanefe and- punfiuality much with ^/f 16 ™*'" 
£££££> *«£. who ^m -extreme * *£ of plea £ 
ing , are induftjous in .-^W^^^^^JSvI 

S civil life, 'with the view to the good of hi; » "JWjJj* • J™ 

ftis benevolent confideration does not ^ J^Jj^^ 

. Jn the leaft rerpeS, which feems requite to perfect m m 

this regular, exaft, and punctual conduct. ^ 

Who have had bad dreams, withdraw, ^JSJIgg ££ 

• aoing. This fupermtious prejudice is very convenient to cow 

ards. and is often fo much indulged, that their whole band of 
Sing men TeJy often difpe* B 'Tis ^thedreameron y tha 
fetisfies the obligations he imagines to be impefcd on him, it 
Sou" he a crime to refufe hinTwhat he deftres •« ^eam. 
A Huron having bbferved, fays our author, that a ^"^man 
M a better blanket to his bed than hispwn, afked h.m for 
it in virtue of his dream. The Frenchman delivered £ to him 
direaiy, fure of having his revenge. In a few days after, pac- 
ing him a vifit, and feeing him in a fine fur,, he pretended he 
had dreamed of it, and the Huron unafted gave it : to, him. Th» 
alternative of dreams lafted for fome time, but the Huron nrlt 
fired of it, aslindingJiimfelf ihegreateft lofer, made the French- 
man promife him they fhbuld dream no more of any thing 
belonging to each other.— But the following mftance of this 
their extravagance in' dreaming is ftill more extraordinary. 
A Huron having dreamed that the bappinefs of his life depend- 
v ed on the poffeffion of a woman married to one of the rooft xon- 
fiderable of the Hamlet, made a demand of her. ' The hulband 
and wife lived in-per/eft union, and their feparation was a fen- 

* fibleaffliaion to both. However, not daring to refufe mm, 
!T .• • • ■•••»•»" •• • . • ■•..•■••• they 



rfiey parted. IliS defertcd hufband entered into a ilew engage- 
ment, to take away all fufpidon that he ftill had any thoughts 
of his firftwife. 

, ■ s : t n , ■ ' • ' , ' 4-* 

Agaiuft Luxury. An Effldy* 

r ,, -i-ur i / ■ v , • y , ft Saevforarrnis 



Luxoria incubuit, vi&umque ulcifcitur orbem. 

Juveit, 

^T* HERE is no paradox in, political morality but fome famous 
* authors haVe endeavoured to improve mto fome degree of 
credit, by prefeming it under a fpfceicus v point of view. 

Even in our days Tome writers of diflinftipn have advanced, 
riotwithftanding the remonftranccs of reafon and experience* 
that luxury Contributes to the fplendor of ftates, and is their' 
fupport. 

I his opinicft has been already refuted j fo that without here 
entering into long and argumentative difcfcffions, I fhatl only 
offer fome reflections oh the Tubje&r 

To filence thofe who Will not allow luxury to be banifhed 
from a well policed government, it is enough td give a pro-' 
' per difinition of it.— AVhat then Is luxury ? 4 * it is a njperflu- 
4 otis expence, an exceffive fumptuoufnefs, extending to whatever 
may flatter our tafte* our delicacy, and our pride.*'^— This di* 
finition is exa&. — What man, a friend to the public once ad- 
mitting it* will become the panegyrift of luxury ? 

Can it be denied that a ftatej wherein two-thirds and a half 

. of the citizens live in extreme wretchednefs to pamf>er the of* 

' tentatious pride of a fnratl number of men, called happy, is not at 

the eve of its fall ? Such is the image of every monarchy and 

every republic* where luXufy becomes the predominant paffion. 

Luxury i it is laid, maintains manufactures, caufcs commerce 

to flourilhi arid thus becomes a neceffary refburce for the pep* 

pie of our cities. This I grant* but 1 anfwer with Roufleau, , 

that " luxury feeds a hundred poor in our cities, anddeftroys 

a hundred thoufand in ouf country villages.*' 

Let us only vi fit fome of Our commercial towns and cities : 
In them will be found an innumerable jpopiflace* who, to live 
in itidigence, have deferted the fatal fields that gave them birth. 
' In what then are this multitude of wretches buficd ? from the 
rififlg to the fettlng of the fun^ their labour and their fweat arc 
employed in fabricating fome. of the yataeuVand rooft futile or- 
' haments of opulence. 

Ye* who prefent to my admiration thofe pearls of the fineft 
* water, and thofe diamonds that adorn the heads and necks of our 
. ladies,, what an infinire number do you think of your like tia*e 
* ''% " Ee % 1*« 



teen facrlficed to haughty luxury*, by penetrating through z 
thoufand dangers to the depths of the lea, ?nd into the bowefe 
o[ the earth, in queft of thefe precious nothings ? 
' x The queens of PerGa diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraor- 
1 dinary magnificence in their deaths. We read that they had 
provinces aifigned them for furnishing the various implements of 
their drefs. One of the provinces of the empire, was called the 
queen's girdle ; another her head-drefs ; another, her bracelets. 
How irony, more than Perfian queens, have we now in the 
worli, who not content with the produce of their own coun- 
try, would have both Indies ranfacked for fuperfluous orna- 
ments. 

When therefore will that fex, which by external (hew fecms 
lb much to affefl: the empire of beauty, think of making it to 
confitt in virtues, its only ornaments, and not in the pompous 
difplay of gold, filyer and brilliant gems, whicfc have nothing 
better than vain opinion to enhance their value ? 

Would you know, fays Seneca, M Whether there ke any dff- 
order in the conftitution of a city or ftate ? fee if luxury reigns 
in it." — I fhalladd to this thought, by defiring an enquiry to 
be piade, whether all conditions are confounded in it ; whe- 
ther we can no more did inguifh the tradefman from the man of 
quality ; the lady from her tire-woman ; whether we do not 
meet with a general depravity in all the members of the body - 
politic ; whether all hearts feerh not emasculated by excefles 
and delicacies of all kinds ; whether the lawyer cannot treat 
you with the magnificence of a duke;- whether a courtier, by 
being in place half a year cannot give a*truly royal banquet; 
whether noble lords, infatuated by a paffion for gaming, do 
not ruin their pofterity to the fixth generation ; and whe- 
ther military officers do not degrade themfelves by finking a 
life of voluptuous indolence, fuch even as a women would 
be alhamed of ? 

Deplorable is the ftate that fhould know itfelf in this pic- 
ture, tfr' that knowing itfelf, fhould not be fenfible of the 
danger it is in f 

Unhappy will be the people, who are captivated with 
the love of conquefts, becaufe luxury and the corruption 
of manners, the neceffary confequences of that paffion, 
will not fail to obtain an eafy admiffion among them ! 
fiill morfe unhajjpy will they be, if having great interefts and 
concerns to' decide, they have none but a fbldiery enervated 
t>y effeminate luxury to oppofe to -a fierce and hardy ene- 
my ! Did fuxury triumph, when the conteft for the empire 
•f the world was tabc decided in th§ plains ©f fharfalia) 

« Ev*ry 



4t Every uft of riches that hurts a better life, 1$ IbttiPf* 
— This is a good principle and may be that of found m&r 
ralifts ; and I believe the pffrtizans of fuperfluity will allow, 
that the ufe of riches* which hurts a better ufe, is ridt 
the more advifeable ; and if it hurts a juft thing, it is dif» 
honeft ; and if a neceffary thiftg, it is extravagant, . ' 

" Every ufe of riches that contributes to the comforts 

and conveniences of life is . good." 1 admit aits and 

fciences ; I love rriufic, and the fllaiily fenfe of theatrical 
exhibitions: But permit me 'to fay, that " Every ufe of 
riches, which hurts my health or my virtue, is bad ;" and 
this bad ufe is real luxury. 

. I will not aver, that it is a better aft to have an apartment 
gilt, than to give charity. Here I may appeal to the heart, 
kelievingthat companion is a Aatwrat ferrttmeftt, and alvaat 
of the foul, and that gilding is OrAf a rafter Now 1 , it kbet- 
ter to gratify a fentiment of the fool than a tafte, land if I 
givethe preference to the latter, f am ir* the 5 wrong, becauf* 
my neighbour has reafon to complain if he iuirVrs by it* 

I fhall always bp againft the ehemies of arts, • becaufe aits 
by procuring conveniences procure alfo plcafure, which is 
a real good for an honeft man in this world : Still would I 
not- approve* the facrificing of every thing to plcaiusse* 
Happinefs is not pofitivelv any pleafure, at ieaft that which 
is not entirely rational : Nature has not given us the mea- 
fure of ftrength which is rtectffTary for a lively and con- 
tinued pleafurt ; our organs are tired, and it is this latitude 
that may he called fattety, ■ as well for the mind as for the 
ftomach. Who will fay that luxury does not kad to 
fatiety r" 

I think that agreat flate is preferable to a faffalTfihe, when 
it is well governed ; and that the fovereign, wboris iubje&s 
have more refources of wealth, may be happier thanranbther: 
Yet, the more opulent fovereign fhould direc> the minds of 
his fubjefts toward uieful expences, and not towards luxury; 
ail the officers of his ftate fhould be reftrained within decent 
necefiaries, and thofe particularly among then* fhould' be, 

Prohibited oftentation, whofc more immediate care it may 
e to be vigilant in concerting means for procuring the re- 
lief of the people. If their luxury* is not * vicious, and 
deferving the princes ammadverfion/ alUdeas arc changftd, 
there is no more morality. * ... , : . 

All the cpieftions pn luxury, inrfy; therefore" be' .re- 
duced to this one : — c< What is the employment ofc riefces 
which is called luxury ?*?— - It is their abule, and this abtife 
may fomctifaes extend to fuperfluity, * an excels in a.jjp*ate 
: • — perfo.n 



pejr&n, and a real calamity in a ftate • fo "that ^vcfjr Gri*-* 
ployment of ricjies, is not the ufe of riches ; neither in the 
main is every fuperfluity an abufe. Morality and |>olitic» 
will, I dare fay, jfubferibe to thefc truths. * , 

■*■ i. ; ' • ' . ■ - ; t* ■ ■ 

To the Prtnter,of *he POLITICAL REGISTER- 

SIR, 
"VT O U have here an account of a Tra£t lately ptibliihed it! 
* Holland, whichmaynotbeunintereiHngtomany.ofyoui' 
» Readers. It is written by M. de Haren on the conduct of 
the Dutch at Japan. He indeavQurs tp jufiify them from the 
feveral reproaches and accufations laid to their charge, con- 
cerning the bafe and unchriftan .manner they are iuppofed 
: to have adopted for ruining the commerce of the Portuguese 
- and eftabiillting. their own in that country; and he mews 
that they only availed thehifelves of cirpumftances, and 
fometimes had recourfe to .reprifals againft a nation with 
whom they were at war. Bu* he, does not touch upon thei* 
fupplanting the Englifh by the fame infamous ftr^tagem. 

The quefton he examines, and which has been variously 
agitated, is, "whether the Japonefe require the Jeiu mi 
of the Dutch, and whether they comply with that teft. The 
ceremony called the Jefumi is performed at. japan in thole 
parts were there are any fufpe&ed.Chriftahs. Commiffioners 
with a lift of the names of the inhabittuits of all fexes and 
ages, vifit fuccefsiyelK every houfe with two Images, one 
reprefenting a crucinx, and the other the virgin, Mary 6r 
any other faint. They, affemble into a room all. the inha- 
bitants of the houfe and oblige them one after another tor 
trample uponthefe images. Fyen children are not exempted* 
Their mother, or nurfc lead them aloiig, place their feet, and 
. hold them up by the arms. " M, de Haren aiTures us, that; no 
fuch teft in deteftation of Chriftanity, was ever exa&ed from 
the fervants of the Dutch Eaft Ina*ia Company, nor Were*" 
they ever ©ye witneffes but once of that ceremony, and thi» 
was occafioned in confequence of a faft recorded in the- re* 
gifters of the faftory of Nangazaqui. 

In 1/04, the governor fumm^ned before him the chief of 
the Dutch faftory in order to proceed to the examination 
of fix ftrangers, ' who had. been laid under an arreft, and 
whofe language was not underftood* Two of them proved 
to be Holldndeft ; one, a FJemming ; two Scotfmen ; and 
one an Englifhman* They had been made prifoners by the 
fpaniards, and having efcaped in a boat, were driven by 
ckqpc* on the coaft of Japan. One of them fatd he was a 

Protectant 
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Protcftant, and the reft obferving the fatisfa&ioft tins account 
gave the Dutch, did not hefitate to declare themfelves of 
the lame religion, The Japoneft who had made anexad? 
inventory of their dfefts, were tincaiy on fioding aCatholk\ 
prayer book amongft them. The owner of the book pleaded 
fin excufe which was adnrftted. However the governor havirig 
them fearched again, a firing of beads with a medal at thfc 
end reprefenting a faint, .was found, to the great conftcrna*k>ii 
of the Japonefe council, in the pocket of one of the two Hol- 
landers. This circumftance, equally alarming to the Dutch 
Faftory, drew bitter reproaches from the Japonefe on this 
man for not having made a difcov«ry of his beads on exa* . 
mination ; but he, without being in the leaft difconcertcd, 
fmfwered only that he did not believe fiich a trifle was worth 
nientioning, becaufe indeed it was not properly a fet of beads, 
f j#*ny of the grains being wanting ; and happily for him* fcfc 
ihewed that he had made ufe of fome of them as buttons to 
his waiftcoat, inhere ift faft there appeared three of four, 
which grefctly appeafed the Japonefe. 

Thefe prifoners had a journal among their effefts, SvhiA 
belonged to one of the Hollanders. Being delivered to 
the Heads of. the Fa&ory to give an account of it, they 
difcovered by it that this Hollander was a Jealous Catholick, 
and that he prided himfelf in having converted two perfons 
to that religion. All of them would have met witTi inevitable 
deftru&ion, if they had made a declaration of what they had 
difcovered. They contented thertifelves with faying, that 
none of the fix was a Prieft ; that one of the Hollahders had 
deferted from Batavia, and that they claimetf hitn to be 
fentvback there and punifhed. The Japonefe Gdvenor cRd 
not confine himfelf to this examination : He made a long 
recital, of the perfections the Catholicks 'had fuffered, 
ahd of their refolutions to die rather than commit a facri- 
lege. Afterwards he orderd to be brought ig the images that 
Sferved for the Jefumi-tcft, and told the prifoners they Were 'to 
fgit^tipon them with contempt, and trample oh ' them v in an^ 
indignant manner. They all did astheywirt defired, ahd 
being difhjriffed, wefe Commanded on theirlpbril toijuitthe 
country onboard Dutch fliips and no other. In'tWrtiean'thne 
. fhey were.put again under ftn a*reft fchd'a Mrbf wootf Mras 
built for them in which, they wete goardedby tvt afmed band. 
This hut was burnt as foon as they had left it,' but cvfcry night 
during their journey, ihey found anew ^he'Whidf was alfe 
burnt the next day, 

' ' T& 



^ The relfiltof M. de Harens researches is, that the Dutch 
more dextrous and mare prudent t±ian the Portugueze, never 
fconcern^d themfelves about the political affairs of the Em- 
pire of Japan, and availed themiilves of circumftances for 
gaining there a fettlem^nt. They haVe ever fince, she fays 
mai&t^med tftemfelves there 3U0 by the fame prudential 
coydvfk) and- by a iubraiflidu to the laws, which forbid the 
preaching up. of any religion contrary to the worttup authori- 
zed and followed in that empire. 

Parliamentary Proceedings in Irelandy continued from page ZoJ, 
of our lafl. number* 

Feb. ii, 1772. 
AyfR. Cramer mentioned that notwithftandingpromifehad 
4T* been itoade that no penfions ihould be added to the lift, 
yet fcyer?il penfions had been ordered fincc October laft, * 
and made to commence, fome in January 1770, and fiwne in 
January, 1771. 

Sir George Macartney replied, he fuppofed the honourable 

Sptleman had been copying fome cofiee-houfe lift, but 
at it was very comjnon to antedate the commencement x>f 
the penfions, feveral months prior to the date of the 7 King's 
letters to fuch perfons as merited fuch favour. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a commitee, (Major , 
Sir John Jefferies in the chair) on the heads of a bill for 
regulating Mafons, Carpenters, Painters, &c. and preventing * 
combinations of the journeymen* The Bill being agreed to 
by the Houfe, Major Jefferies was ordered to wait upon the 
Lord Lieutenant with the faid bill. The Houie was then 
called over, and the defaulters ordered to be called over 
again on Monday next, and thofe who were not then prefent 
to be taken into cuftody of the ferjeant at arms. 

Mr.Barry Barry moved, that a lift of the Penfions granted 
Jfince January 1, 1771, flxmld be laid before the Houfe. This 
was agreed to. • 

'jiAp. Flood moved to have the Patent for the New Gora- 
pnffibners of.Excife read to the Houfe, which was done. Mr. 
Mafoljaid he thought there was fomething very particular 
iadefiringthetkcifePatent to be repeatedly read, and no 
notice taken of the Patent for the. Cuftom houfe Board, He 
therefore : paove3 that it might be read alfo; which being 
agreed to, i$ was read accoroing fy. 

Mr. Cramer then moved that the former Patent for the 
laft Revenue-board might be read, to fee the extent of the 
powers in the different Patents, this was complied with. 

Mr. 



< "7 ) ' 

Mr. Flood moved that the refolutions formerly agreed to, 

relative to the new Boards might be read, which was done. 

Mr. Solicitor General moved that the Lord Lieutenant's 

anfwer, when the resolution was laid before him, riiight be 

read, >vhich was alio agreed to. 

Mr. Flood then^aroie, and faid, " he did not at prefent 
intend to enter into adifcuffion of the propriety or impro- 
priety of the meafure, that had been alrer.dy fully and fuffi- 
ciently defeated ; but the queftion then properly before 
the Houfe, was, how they fhould vindicate* the honour 
of thai houfe, affert its rights, and fhew a proper reient- 
ment /or the contumely and intuit with which it was loaded. 
The advice of the Houfe of Commons, exprcflcd in a refolu- 
tion, and laid folemnly before the representative ofMajefty, 
was, that, feven Commiffioners had been found fumcient 
for the bufineis of the Revenue. — Was not this an impli- 
cation, that more then ftv^n would be rrtore than lufficient ; 
and was not this fliewing the fenfc of the Houfe to be againft 
. this meafure, as unneceflary and burthenfome ? Yet the 
refoiution pf the Houfe had been mocked at, their advice 
flighted and the meafure caried into execution, in exprefs 
contradiction to the Commons of Ireland. Was it not 
eafy to perceive that the intention of the Miniftry was not 
only to throw contempt upon the Houfe, but even to make 
the people out of love with Parliament. The Commons are 
Xo give their advice, or not-; they are to inteipoie when 
any ruinpui or deflruftive meafure is on foot, or not to 
interpofe. It they are nc* advife, nor to interpofe then they 
^are ufelefc; they are only a mere mockery of Parliament. 
But iF they advice, if they interpofe, and they are then 
fct at jnaught, what jnuft people thiftkof the dignity and 
utility pf Parliaments, when they behold their advice and 
interpofition ferves only ; tp bring down upon them, and to 
confirm the very evils which they deprecate. And people 
will fcoa £row -out pf love with Parliaments, . when they fee 
they are made ufe of as a fwprd to wouad, not as a mield 
to f rbteft them. " ,He then moved the Houfe to refolve, 
thf t this Houfe will difallow any expsnees, or contingent 
changes, or fala^ies which may be incuredby dividing the 
commiflioners of excife from the coqiirjifBoriers of cuftoms. 
and increafing tfye number of CpmrnyRpuers, contrary to 
die advife of this Houfe fttewn in the refolptions which had 
been then read. 

'Mr. Mafon (one of the new Commiffiqners) rxlgaa with 

complaining that " on this, occafipn ;he had been pointed out 

as a^ peculiar object of obloquy, bQth jrciihin dopis, and to 

the public without doors/ as if he had been particularly 

10 F f culpable 
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culpable. Why (faid he) is the Patent of Excife particu- 
larly animadverted on, and not put on the,footing of that 
of the Cuftoms ? Why is complaint made that the Boarjd of 
Excife is taken from the Board of Cuftpms, and, not that 
the Board of Cuftoms, taken from that of Excife ? When 
the relblution was made, that feven commiffioners had betn 
found fufficient, it is plain that regarded only tiroes, paft, not 
the prefent time* &even might have been a lufficient number 
in the year 1 7 58, and yet not be fufficient now ; therefore that 
refplution was only declarative of what had been, and not 
of what was, and as it had been made a handle on the prefent; 
cccalion he looked upon it as a difgrace to the Houfe. '* 

' Lord Kildare , jealous of the honour of. parliament, and 
with anhoneft fpirit of patriotifm, which foeminently diftin- 
guifhes that young nobleman, and worthy reprefentative of 
Dublin, took fire at this expreffion, and called Mr. Mafon 
to order. Mr. Mafon ftrove to extenuate the barflinefs of 
the expreffion and then .went on thus : 

" The diftreffes of this nation have been frequently men- 
tioned in this houfe, and painted in very affe&injr colours. 
If this nation, is diftreffed, can any thing be more agreeable 
to true policy and tendernefs in government," than to ilrive to 
relieve that diftrefs, by a proper collection of the eftabliflbed 
revenues, rather than burthen the publick with new taxes. It 
is notorious that all has not been made of the revenues which 
might have been made j and his Majefty wifely thought that 
the beft refpurce was by this meafure to regulate the mode of 
colle&ing the revenues, that the whole of its produce might 
be brought into the Treafury, and fully applied to the exi- 
gencies of government. — Gentlemen talk of the great increafc 
of expence this meafure will introduce, but they forget furely 
that all the expences of collecting and managing the excife 
and cuftoms muft be taken from the produce of the revenues 
and not from any appropriated fund." 

Mr. Cramer replied, that " even allowing the whole of 
the Gentlemen's argument, it proved nothing ; for, if the 
charge of collecting the revenue was thus enormoufly cn- 
creafed, yet, though that charge was taken from the pro- 
duce of the revenue, the neat remains would be thereby 
proportionably lefiened." '•" 

Sir Edward Newnham fpoke next. Hte faid " from an 
experience of twelve years in the revenue, he averred that 
five commiffioners only were fufpejent to do even more bu- 
finefs than they have ever yet had to do. — That he looked 
upon this meafure to be adopted only with the intention of 
procuring an undue influence by the multiplication of offices, 
' • . and 



ahd con&qtfentiy of dependants on the will of the miniftryj 
That for that reafon, he ftiould always be againft it, and 
lioperf every gentlemen there would join with him. That 
as ieveral members had offended their constituents by their 
parliamentary cdnduft, ' now was the time to regain their 
affeftion, by oppofing this nicaTure, and thereby demonstra- 
ting that any former offence they rnight have given, arofe 
only from error and miftake, not from principle;" 

Mr. Ftbod was then called upon to know whether the re- . 
folution he had propofed flood fingly, or was only prepara- 
tive to forhe other which where to follow. He replied, that 
for his, part, he had ho other motion to make, nor did l\e 
know of any other. Cdunfellor Hellen in a very long 
fpeech, ipoke to the legality of the meafure, and that there- 
in,, the King had done notning; but what he was empowered 
to do by feyeral Afts of Parliament; but did not touch in 
the leait on the propriety or expediency of it. 

Mr. Lodge Morris replied, " that mmy things friight 
be ftriftly and literally legal, which were neverthelefs very 
inexpedient and highly improper. The Crown in the .firtt 
inftance, from ignorance, or milinformation of the real 
ftate of this nation, might in this meafure intend Well. But 
whoever adviied it to be carried into execution was highly 
criminal, fince it was concluded not only without afking the 
advice of this houfc, but even contrary to the folemn ad- 1 
Vice it had given.' 5 

Mr- Prime Serjeant urged, " that this t^folution was 
riot only improper, but even illegal, as it was contrary to 
exprels Afts of Parliament, which orders the chief gover- 
nor and the commiffioners to pay all officers falaries out of 
the revenues.'* — And the feyeral claufes refpefting them 
were read to the houfc. 

Mr. Ogle fpoke very forcibly againft the meafurei He 
faid, a that in this caic, there was a great telcmblance to 
feveral felons, who by taking care to leulk behind- the drift 
letter of the law, did not care what wickednefs they com- 
mitted, if they could by a flaw in an indiftment or any 
law quirk efcape with impunity. Thatjic was not afraid 
to declare, that whoever it was that advifed this meafure, 
he was an enemy to the king, and a traitor to this king- 
dom. That we had here men who were minifters,. indeed, 
but he was fure they were not minifters of grace/' 

Mr. Flood rofe again, and told the hpufq, .that fincc he 

found his motion laboured uhdei : fome difficulties, . he would 

withdraw it, and in its place; would iubftitute another, which 
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ke : could not conceive was liable to any obje&ioti. 'He then 
moved* the rfouie to come to this refolution. 

/« f Refqlved,; that this Houfe will rrfake no alteration* i .* 
tfte fevenue Jaws, which mall fend to give effeft id the cli- 
viSiiuj the board of Excife from' the board of Cuftoflrs, and 
tne multiplying of commiffiouers, cdntradi&ory to the ad- 
vice of this Houfe, ftiewn in the refolution which had been 
then read." ' 

Mr. Malone' faid, ( this refolution was very niigfctory; 
for, if a negative mould be put upon it, it would then imply 
that/tl*is Houfe would make alterations in the Revenue Laws* 
riiat* mould tend to' give liich effect." 

fMr. Flood then amended his motion thus : — " That 
iUi Houfe will rfefufe their content to any law that mall . 
fetid,* &c- 

While this amendment was infertihg in the motion, the 
friinifterial cabal wcr$ whifpcring together; and Mr* Mafon 
having got his cue, moved to amend the refolution, .by in- 
ferring between the word law and the word that, thefe words, 
Hovvever beneficial they may appear to the public fervice. 
He then .Owned, that this amendment would throw abfur- 
dity oh the whole refolution, and that if it was carried, 
lie "intended a further amendment, by omiting all the remain- 
der of the refolution. 

This low chicane, this infamous method of deftroying a 
refbiution, by a contradictory amendment did not efcapc 
the feyere and fptrited animadverfions of Mr. Ogl6.— -Mr. 
Maibn replied With fome warmth, and was as warmly an- 
fwefed" by Mr. Ogle. Mr. Flood fpoke very forcibly a- 
gainft the amendment. — Mr. Malonefaid, " that the worft 
that could be laid, was that the crown had not followed the 
advice the Houfe had given V that there was no obligation 
on the crown always to follow fuch'advice as might be given. 
That the crown had by the conftitution a negative voice in 
fcvery bill brought for the Royal Affent; — that when the 
». &oyal Affent is refufed; it is certainly going againft the 
advice of both lords and commons, expreffed by the bill which 
is prefented. That this had been done ; and that the com- 
mons have refufed their affent to bills fent down from the 
lords, and the lords have done the fame by bills fent up from 
the corrimoris ; in every one of which iriftances there was an 
afting: againft advice folemnly given.*' 

Mr. Hood replied to Mr. Malone; and then Mr. Conolly 
Tofe, and faid, " that though he mould ever oppofe the crea- 
tion of new offices, and the increafe of national expence, yet, 
as the appointments were now made, he was of opinion they 
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aught to be provided for. Bat that he fliould be,vejy glad that 
all commimoncrs of excife and cuftoras mould be trwde iagaptblj! 
of fitting in rbe IiQufcy as they are in Great Britain.. 

Mr. Scotjt u hoped gentlemen wouid not fuffer thanfelve* 
to (>e captivated with the eloquence of the gentlemen, who 
moved for this jrefolution* but rathe? would consider the advice 
than the abilities of the adyifer." 

Mr. Barry Barry faid, " that the advice of this hou4$ was 
held fo facred in the affair of the augmentation, bill, that royal 
prerogative gave way to it," , 

* Sir Thomas Butler fppke againft the motion 5 J>e urged 
C( that the meafures fo much condemned, would be found very 
Wutjary, and have good effe£U, that it would encreafe the re- 
vemiG fo much, that he dared to anfwer $e comm jfiioners would 
readily forego their falaries, to have fecured to them only the 
balf of theencrcafed revenue in confequence of this measure." 

Kir. Potifonby declared, " that ; he was of a contrary opii)io»; 
was very confident this new meafure would be attended with 
an additional expence, which would prove greater than could 
be borne," 

Mr> Fitzgibbons fpoke for the refolutiop, and Sir George 
Macaftney againft it : and that the prefent inferior officers 
weie .not fuficiemly numerous to polled; the revenue as it 
ought to be collected, 

M5. Poofonby denied this aflertiot?, an4 declared there; is 
no need of an increafe— -Mr. Le Hunt fpoke next in favout 
the motio^, and Sir George Macartney. ailcr ted, that the ex- 
perts of thts laft year had exceeded thofe of the preceding, to 
theaHKHmt:of 400,000!. therefore- more-officers were wanting. 
Mr. Rowley fpoke againft the am^ndmeftf j after which Mr. 
Flood and Sir George Macartney, had lome (arcaftic altercati- 
ons with eacjbotfrer, which were put ,an end, to, by fome hu- 
morous exore$ops et Mr. Scott, and then /the queftion being 
put, for receiving Mf . Mafon's amendment, and the.Houfe di- 
viding— ,-there we refold, > 
For the amendment, 107 
Againtt .the Amendment, 117 

TheProvoil then arofe, andprctppigd ftopoftooae the deci- 
sion of the jnaiu quoftrQ^y and colonel 'Burton oppofed him, 
and ucged it to be put dir«£Uy, and ,it .being^ut, the Haufotii- 
vided, aqd there were told*. 

For the Refolution* 119 

Againft 4t 9 107 

Majority 12 
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It was now part ten o'clock at night; rind the debate feid 'i8S J 
tinu^d near eight hours without intermiffioiy; yet late as it therf 
was, Mr. Barry Barry rofe to ma!ce a motion :" he faid, 4 *It had 
Heeii the conftant cullom of parliaments to inflift punifhments 
on their own members when they had offended the Hcufc ; and 
that punifhment was, either fufpenfion 4 confinement, OfeXpuI- 
fion." (He then read feveral precedents out of the journals of 
tfte hpufe.) " That For his p^rt, whenever the dignity of the 
hpufe demanded to be aiterted, hcfhould ever be ready to ftancf 
forth to defend it, and punifh every, infult upon it ; but at thd 
lame time he, Jhould ever incline to lenity, and wifh to punffh 
ijpi the, mpft merciful manner : atprefent the confequente ofthd 
Kpufe ought to be maintained, fome of its members had been 

ijuilty of an high mifdemeanor, in contempt of 'he houfe, and 
or .example to others, ought not to go unpunifhed ; he woulfi} 
therefore move the houfe, that fuch members of the houfe who 
have accepted com millions at the new board of excife, con- 
trary to the folemn refolution of the houfe againft that raeafurc, 
may, for fuch contempt be fufpended from fitting in this houfe 
during the time they fhall aft under fuch commiflions. 

L. Kildare defired that the members meant in this motion (Sir 
' William Ofborne, Mr, Mafon, Mr. Waller, and Mr. Mont- 
gomery,) might withdraw while the debate continued. . This 
was ftrongly oppofed by the Prime Serjeant, who fpoke to order. 
* 4 He faid, that when any member of that houfe was accufed 
of any crime or mifdemeanor, it was the conftant praftice For 
him to have notice of it from the member, who moved againft 
him, that on fuch a day, he would move the houfe againft him, 
that he might have time to prepare for his defence ; as the moft 
innocent perfon could not always be ready to defend himfelf at 
a moment's warning againft a concerted attack. 

Lord Kildare replied to Mr. Prime Serjeant, and colonel Bur- 
ton faid, he thought fome diftin&ion ought to be made between 
thofe who were abfolutely new commiffioners, and thofe who 
being in the former commiflions, were continued iti this. 
There was one gentleman (Sir William Ofborne) who could 
not be (aid to be any way culpable ; and he thought the indig- 
nation of the houfe fbould be rather direfted againft the ad- 
vifers pf thismeafure, than thofe who had accepted the places. 
[ Colonel Brown rofe up to tell a ftory, when a great army of 

te Ruffians attacked the king of Pruffia, they were beat, but 
ePruffian monarch, not content with one viftory, followed 
the routed Ruffians, and attempted another, but met with a 
found thrafliing. . 

Mr. Flood faid, that he did not think any diftinftion ought 
to be made between the old and new commiffioners, fince all 

who 
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who were included in the new patent for the Excife were equally 
culpable in accepting places which they knew were obnoxious 
UM lie houfe.- 

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Bujhe replied to Mr. Flood, and were 
an(V*red by Mr. Barry Barry, Sir Thomas Butler then rofe 
in behalf of, the commiflioners, and urged that they, had not 
(hewn any contempt of the houfe, as they accepted their placed 
before the refolutions were taken againd them. 

Counfellor Shell fpoke on the tame fide, Mr. Mafon 

(whofe countenance was greatly altered from that alertnefs and 
fatisfacTtion he fhewed the proceeding Tuefday, while he iva$ 
Skipping about the houfe, and exultingly receiving the corf-' 
gratulations of his friends during the reading of the patent) then 
arofe, and fpoke in his own defence, and was anfrvered by 
Lord KHdare. The Prime Serjeant ftramed every nerve to ex- ! 
culpate the commiflioners, and averred, they had not offendedf 
any law of the land or rule of parliament, as the houfe had not 
pafied any vote, that no member of it fliould accept of any fuch 
*j)!ace. 

The fpeaker then afked of the houfe, whether on putting 
the queftion the gentlemen who were the obje&s of it were td 
be allowed to vote? Mr. Malone urged, that they were; arid 
then Mr, Hufley arofe, and with his ufual eloquence, recapi- 
tulated every argument that had been ufed in the defence of the 
guilty members. Their being prefent in the houfe while the 
former debates were carrying on this queftion, was a fufficient 
notification to therri of the fenfe of the houfe ; and rendered 
them as culpable as a formal vote would have done. Mr. Scot 
replied, and was anfwered by Mr. Flood* Mr. Barry Barry 
then, as it was late, offered to withdraw his motion to another 
opportunity. But the Attorney General oppofed it, and would 
have the affair decided at prefent. Mr. Talbot urged the fame, 
and Mr. Malone hoped that the queftion might not even ap- 
pear in the journals of the houfe- Mr. Burke, jun. then fpoke 
in his ufual way. Sir William Ofborne, Mr. Waller and Mr. 
Mafon feverally fpoke in defence of themfelves, and for the im- 
mediate decifion. Mr. Flood, Mr. Barry Barry, and Lord 
Kildare infifted on having a fuller hearing of this matter. And 
the queftion was put whether Mr. Barry might have leave to 
withdraw' his motion, and carried in the negative without a 
divifibn. The main queftion was then put, and alfo carried 
in the negative without any divifion ; and the houfe adjourned 
till Thurfday, it being then within four minutes of one o'clock " 
in the morning. 

Thurfday^ Feb. 13. - 

The houfe being met according to adjournment, front 

TueOay 
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Tutfiby » * refoIVed itfelf into a committee. Sir Cbarl* 
Bingham inthe chair, to take into confideration heads of a bti 
for permitting papifts to take long leafes of ground for building 
houfes, in cities stm) corporate towns. After fome time fpent 
therein, the fpeaker took the chair, and Sir Charles Bingham 
reported, that the committees had made fone progrefs, and 
togged they might; have leave to fit again to-morrow, which 
was granted, and the houfe adjourned. 

Friday* Feb. 14. 
Therooumttee vfthe whole houk ftt again po the papift 
4eafe hill, and having made a further progrefs, are to fit again on 
•Toefday next. (Many arguments were uitdpro and<*« thefc 
two kft dap, hnt*s they will «U be recapitulated, when the 
kill has'pafied the committee, and comes before the houfe, and 
the whole taken irione pbint ot view, they will come with more 
propriety in our account of that day's proceedings*] 

The (pteaker having rtfumed the chair, the order of laft De- 
rtxrriber wasread for the going into a gr^nd committee of courts 
of juftice, to take under confideration the complaint made *- 
>^atnft Jtuige R^binfon, for h&ving laid a fine of three hundred 
impounds on the county of Armagh at large, for a piece of road 
dn a jparticular barony l beiftg unrepaired. This order was, how- 
-evcr^fetafide by thejqueftion being put, and carried for ad* 
joumment; and the houfe actcrfdingly adjourned till to-mor- 
row- 

Saturday 9 F*b. 15. 
Advicehavang been received of the death of -her Royal High- 
tiefs -Ac Pr'meefe Dowager of Wales, the houfe of Commons 
'lode the^arlibft opportunity of exprafliiig their duty to his Ma- 
jefty, and condoling with ^his.domjeftic grief, by appointing a 
Ciommrttee to prepare an addrefs<>f cotjdolance on this melan- 
choly occafion. 

Thehoufe refolded ifrtoa committee, Mr.Brabazon Pofon- 
byinthe'ehair, to take irito confideration heads of a bill con- 
cerning fines and leafes of fbUhop ? s lfarids, for the better imp rove- 
- ment and<eulci ration (thereof* After fome time fpent therein, 
thedpecker took the<ehair, *and leave was,givq& fpr^the commit- 
'tee tofitaguiru 

The committee* towhom die propagation^ an *4drefs had 
teen' confided, brought* it in and it was read by the Speaker. 
Itrwaa tben^readat the laU^yrthe clerk, Arft at length, and 
afterwards paragraph by -paragraph, which -were feverally 
-agreed to wthoutany amenthneat. The 'members- who were 
of the Hon* Privy Counfel were' ordered to .wait pn the Lord 
Lieutenant to know <wheh1t would be his Excellency's plea- 
sure to bcattended on by the whole houfe, tfith the Speaker 
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at their head' with the Commons addrefs toJtifc tifify&y } ZQ& 
then the hou*e adjourned to Mpndfcy. t . , . _,^ / 

.Monday, Feb, 34. ... , . .* . ,'^j 

The Houfe rcfolved itfelf into.a CW*i&<3* to *»«&« 
CanTWeratirih the ftate of the nation (Mr* QgJe> the qhaitf 
Mr. Huffey fpoke a crinfideVable time on the great UKie§6hq£ 
the national debt, and of our national srtpence, fttU mwchsnr* 
hanced by fuperfluous tiGiccs, and unneceffary charges-} ^ng 
notice, that the extraordinary expence* qf tfaaiok exttf|va? 
gantly expenfive feifions^reniade ifeguferly thefcafisofeftin#te* 
for the next feffions. He did not'. point put at$ pfirfjcular 
means of redrefc, or make any motion, jeaving that pother 
gentleman On a fuller dfcuffion of this bufinejLofrhich is j$- 
journed to'next Wednefday. :• / , r . 

The Houfe then wen^r into * Committee pn A* P^pift 
leafebffl (Sir Charles Bingham in the phair*) Mf..\'C»0*# 
moved to add a provifo, <c .excepting (hat partpf jth§ fowtrof 
Belcurbtt, tfhich belongcth to the corporation tJ^^epf;^ Xa 
fiipport of this, he faid, By the /charter 0/ that to^n^ 
papift-was to l*e permitted to refirfe in' the town, and hspei 
gentlemen would notannul,the charter pf a ,co* portion- by 
paffingthebrtl. This was opppfedj and MjJ ScotUtfioughs 
it would be fufheiem to fay, "f^vihg the rights of the • chatter 
of Bekurbet.-' Colonel Bjown was of 'opinion there washooc- 
cafiofhfor this exception -, for if the' inhabitants of jjetturbef? 
did not like papHb^ they -had nothjqg to do but avoid giving 
them Jnrilding leafe?. The ConYaiUtee divided, and ther^ 
were found; Ayes for the provifo, '59 -/'Noes againft it 57. 

Theillfuccefs of this motion did not Jeter Mr y Ajdderiy 
from moving for the tike provifo for the truly Prottftant tpwtf 
ofBandon, the only town in Ireland wherein Papifts^re nor 
permitted to dwchY He faid, " the town of Bandon had often' 
fuffcred by the Woody ^erfecution of the papifts ; that Oiur an- 
ceftois had wifely entered into rules in that town, not to iad- 
mit p&pifts to refide there, as they had been fo cruelly ufed by 
men of that perfaafion. • That Bandon had been, the only place 
of refuge for the protectants of that part of the country during 
the warsin King William's time. 

Mr. Mafon fai^, «bis provifo was aWb quite unneceflary - % {6t 
no paptft in his fenfes would ever think of venturing to fe&les 
there, or to build m Bondon } fori that as the citizens pi 
Bandon had *hvavs fuch a diftike to them, the papifts would 
not trouble them. 

Mr; Xdderfy replied to War, A^d Sir Edward Newenham 
faid, bethought it the mott neceffaryf fince if the Bill fliould 
pafs, whhoutfodh a provifo, paprlis v^ouid go thete in fwarms 
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out of choice, to remove the fcandal they had lain Under 6f not 
being admitted there. Bandon would be the firft place they 
would endeavour to eftablifh themfelves in ; buc they always 
beheld, that truly proteftant town with a jealous eye ; and 
though he was totally againft oppreffing any man orfetofmen 
for their religious principles, he would never give a vote to- 
wards allowing the papifts to, have any power over the dec* 
trofis of members of parliament, or magiftrates of towns cor- 
porate. 

The Houfe divided on this queftion, and there were told , 
Ayes, for the provifo, 57 ; Noes, againft it, 55, 

The feveral paragraphs of thefe heads of a bill, having been 
feverafly gone through, and agreed to in this and the former 
fittings of the Committee, the preamble was ready which runs 
thus ; . 

«« Whereas it may contribute to the benefit of the nation, 
the encreafe of trade, &c. ice . . 

Mr. Lehunte moved the Committee to amend the provifo, 
By adding after the word to the words " encourage the further 
growth of popery - 9 " which he faid he was fully convinced it 
would do. 

The Committee divided on this motion, and there were 
found : for the amendment, 58 ; againft it, 57. 

Mr. Mafon then arofc, and faid, « c He did not yet difftfir 
of the fuccefs of the bill, which he looked upon as a very 
good and very ufeful one j foe it would lie in thebreaft of the 
houfe, when thefe heads of the bill came before it, to expunge. 
thefe words now added to the preamble 1 but the hopes of Mr* 
Mafon, and the other favourers of the bill were efrefiuall/ 
ftifled by Colonel Gi(bourne, who faid he hoped the committee 
would not prefent any bill to the houfe, the preamble of 
which declared it was to contribute to the further growth of 
popery, therefore he moved that the chairman (hould then 
leave the chair." Mr. Hamilton then (pokeftrongly in favour 
of the bill, and a debate continued near an hour with a repeti- 
tion of arguments already mentioned, and in hopes to prevail 
on Colonel Gifbourne to withdraw his motion, but he perfiftcd 
in it, and when it was put, there were found ; for the chair- 
man's leaving, the chair, 58 ; againft it, 55. 

Thus the chairman not being authorized by the committee 
to make any report of its proceedings tp the houfe, this bill is 
totally loft, nor can be any way revived this feffion of par- 
liament. — 

Tucfday, Feb. 25. The grand Handing committee of courts 
of juftice fat this day (Mr. Burgh in the chair) to take into 
ctnfideration the petition of the freeholders £f the county of 

Armagh, 
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Armagh, connp!aining againft Mr. Jufticc Chr iftopher Robin*" 
fon, for having laid a fine on the county for not repairing a 
piece of road. 

< Some motibn$ were made for refohitione, and divers amend- 
roents propofed, none of which came to any iflue, from the de- 
bates taking a particular turn. 

John Ford, Efq ; Clerk and Regifter to Judge Robiniqn, 
was examined at the table, relative to what grounds the Judge 
went upon in laying this fine. It appeared that the laft cir- 
cuit but one, a part of the road was in a very bad condition 
which the Judge faw ; and that on going this laftcircuit, his 
Clerk told him it was then in a ten times worfe condition 
than before, and therefore the Judge turnM off, and went round 
about to Armagh by another toad ; and that when attfre ajf- 
fizes, he made a rule for laying a fine on the County, and 
that fine had been eftreated in die Exchequer. 

The^ friends of Mr. Juftice, urged, that having feen the 
condition flf the road a year before, and being informed that 
It had not been yet any wife repaired, he had fufficient 
grounds to levy a fine. • • 

On Ac other haqd it was affcrted (particularly by Mr." 
Prime Serjeaitf) that it w&s an arbitrary and illegal fine; for 
it was not founded upon either view or legal information, fince 
the Judge had not wn the road that year, nor had legal 
evidence of its prefent condition ; for ftirely a private con* 
Vjerfttion between him and his clerk was not evidence upon 
wtbj without jvbich no fine can be legally levied. *. 

; Altho' Mr« Juftice had been informed of this fitting of* 
the committee, he neither appeared himfelf, nor any perfon' 
for hipi ; therefore when fome of his friends faid it would be 
cruel to proceed in any cenfur^ of him unheard ; moved, ?md 
that the further confederation q{ this affair mijriit be poftponed 
till next Friday) Mr, Flood moved " that the clerk of the 
committee flbould acquaint Mr. Juftice Robinfon, that on 
Friday next, this cafe would be again under confidenition, 
and titie committee would receive any evidence that he might 
offer in proof £hat he had view, or legal evidence to'go upon. ' 
Adding, that if he thtn failed to attend, either in perfon, or 
any oqe jelfc, his filenoe might be taken as admitting that he 
Had no legal evjdejice. This was agreed to, and the Chair- 
man left the chair* 

Previous to the clofingof the debate, Mr. Speaker reepm- 
mended to the members, to turn in their minds againft next 
Friday, a frequent procedure of the judges, in fining members 
pf that houfe for not ferving on juries, when the houie was * 
aSufcUy fitting, andjtheirduty to their country required their 
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prefepcc therein ; under pretence dfat np legal evidence Had 
been offereil of their Wing members* 

Wednefday , Feb. 26. 

^ committee pf tjie whcfle houfe (Mr. French in the chair) 
fat ana made foiue progress qn the heads of a bill for regu r " 
lating elections of members of parliament; and are to fit again 
to morrow, ' " 

When the Speaker had taken the chair, the order for the 
hou(e to revive itfelf into a committee of the whole houfe fo 
take into confideration tfye ftate of the nation, was read and 
dilcharged, and the committee is to fit next Wepk. Some 
petitions to be included in the Infolvent afit were read, and 
then the houfe adjourned. 

Thurfdayi Feb. 27. 

The committee of the whole fyoufe on the election bill fa% 
again, made a farther progfefs, and are to fit again to 
morrow; ^ • ' 

Several n$yr petitions were received from perfons praying; 
to be included in the Jnfolvent aft and then the houfe ad- 
journed. 

jtn Aft for the better regulating the future Afarriqges of the 

Royal Family. 

Meft Gracious Sovereign* 
"|X7 HERE AS your Majefty, from your paternal af- 
v * feftion to your own family, arid from your toyal con- 
• cerh for the future wellfare of your people, and the honour 
and dignity of your crown,; was.gracionfly.pleafed to re- 
commend to your parliament, to take into their fetious con- 
fideration, whether it might not be wife and expedient to 
ifupply the defeft of the laws now in being, and by fbme 
IwB^jprovifions, more effectually to guard the defendants of 
his late Majefty Kingr George the Second (other than the 
ifiue of Princeffes who nave married, or may hereafter rnarry, 
into foreign families) from marrying witnqut the approba- 
tion of your Majefty, your heirs or MCcttJIbrs-, firft had and 
' obtained: 

Wc have taken this weighty matter into our ferious con- 
fideration, and being fenfibJe that marriages in, the Royal 
Family are of the higheft importance td the ftate, aiid tnat 
therefore the Kings of thisrealm have ever been intrufted 
with the care and ^probation therefore; and being tho- 
roughly convinced of the wifdom and expediency or what 
yjQur Majefty ha$. thought fit to recommend upon this* 
*6ccafion. • - . ; ' ■ * ""* 

Wr, 



. We, your Majefty*s moft, dutiful and loyabfubjefis, the* „ 
Lords ipiritual and tcmmjral, and Commons, in this prefent 
parliament aftembled, r do humbly bcieech your Majefty that 
it may be enafted ; andbe it ^naftcd by tne king's moft ex- 
cellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
lent Parliament afiembled, and by the authority x>f the* r 
fame, that no defcendant of the body of his late Ma-> 
jefty King George the Second, being the grandchildren 
and preemptive heirs of the reigning King, male or fe- 
male (other than the iffue of Princeffes whq have married,; 
or may hereafter marry, into foreign families) {hall be 
capable of contrafling matrimony, without previous con- 
fent of his Majefty, his heirs or iucceflhrs, .fignified under 
his or their fign manual, and declared in council (which 
confent, the better to preierve the memory thereof, is^here- 
by dire&ed to be fet out in the licence and regifter of 
Jiarriage, and to be entered in the books of the privy coun- 
cil) and that every, marriage, or matrimonial contraft, of 
any fuch defcendant, without fuch confent firft had and 
obtained, fhall be null and void, to all intents and . pur- 
pofes whatfoever. . 

Provided always, and he it ena&ed by the authority a- 
foref aid, that in cafe any fuch defcendiat of. the body of his 
late Majefty King George the Second, being above the age 
of twenty-five years, fhall peiiift in his, or her refolutiortj 
to contraft a marriage, diiapproved of, or diffented from, 
by the King, his heirs or fucceffors, that then fuch defcen- 
dant, upon giving notice to the King's Privy Council* which . 
notice is hereby directed to be entered in the books thereof, 
may, at any time, from the expiration of twelve calendar 
months after fuch notice given to the Privy Council afore* 
faid, contract fuch marriage j and his or her marriage, with 
the perfon before proposed and reje&ed, may be duly folem-r 
nized/and (hall oe gppd^ without the previous confent -of 
his Majefty, his heirs or iucceffbrs, as if this a& had never 
been niade, vnlefs both floufes of Parliament fhall, before 
the expiration of twelve months, expreffljr declare their 
difapprobatiori'of fuch intended marriage. 

And be it further eaa&ed by the authority aforefaid, that 
every perfon who fliall knowingly, or willfully, ,prefume t* 
- folemmze, or to affift, or, be prefent, at the celebration of 
any" marriage with any fuch defcendant, or at his, or her> 
fnaking any matrimonial contraft, without fuch confent as 
aforefaid, nrft had and obtained, except in the cafes above- 
mentioned; fhall be duly convicted thereof incur and fuffer 
5 ••■"•■ the 
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-the pains and penalties ordained and provide^ by the ftatute of 
provifions and praemunire, made in the fixteemh year of the 
reign of Richard the fecond. 

Die Mart h> 3 Marti] 1772. 

The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
bill intkled an ad for the better regulating the future marriages 
of the royal family, and for the lords to be fummoncd, 

Thefaid bill was accordingly read the third time, 

Propofed that the faid bill do pafs, whiph being obje&ed to 
after long debate, 

The queftion was put, whether this bill (hall pafij. 

It was refolved in the affirmative. 

Contend - . 69 1 

Proxies 1 — — 29 1 9° 

Not Contents — 25!^ 

Proxy — IP 6 • .* 

Di£intimti 

1 ft. Becaufe we think the declaratory principle in the pre- 
amble of the bill, to be without foundation in law, fin the ex- 
tent there ftated) to be unneceflary for the avowed purpofe* 
of the bill, and likely to be attended with very dangerous confe- 
qoences, as that preamble does aficrt, " that we are fenfible 
cc that marriages in the royal family are of the higheft importance 
€€ to the ftate, and that therefore the kings of this realm have 
" ever been entrufted with the care and approbation thereof " 

The maxim here laid down, " that becaufe marriages of the 
royal family are of the higheft importance to the ftate, they are 
therefore entrutttd to the kings of this realm, (< is founded on a 
dodrine abfurd and unconftitutional ; but which hereafter wilt 
have the force of a parliamentary declaration of law, the im- 
mediate tendency of which is to create as many prerogatives 
in the crown, as there are matters of importance in the ftate, 
and indeed to extend them in a manner as vague and excep- 
tionable as had ever been done irt the worft and moil defpotic 
periods in the hiftory of this nation j and we apprehend that 
feme future, and even more dangerous ufe may be made of this 
preamble, as it is much more extenfive dun is neceflary for 
any purpofe avowed in the bill. 

idly, Becaufe this declaratory preamble feems to iuftify the 
words- which his majefty has been advifed, (we think very im- 
properly) to ufe in his meffage to his parliament, whereby a 
prerogative is aflumed in an extent for which nine of his judges, 
in their unanimous opinion, delivered to this houfe, do not find 
any authority. 

3dly, Becaufe the term Royal family being gentrol> and not 

qualified 
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qualified by the exception of " the iffue of priacefies married 
into.foreign families," feems to carry (very idly as we appre- 
hend) the royalprerogative beyond the jurisdiction of the crown 
of Great Britain ; can therefore as applied in the preamble, be 
warranted by rip law, and is indeed contrary to common fenfe, 

4thlv, Becaufe, if this parliamentary declaration of law can- 
operate in any degree, as a retro fped, fan operation againft 
which we have no fecurity by any thing contained in the bill), 
it is pernicious and unjuft; if it can have no fuch retrofpedt, 
(as wasafferted in argument by the friends of thebill), it is then r s 
at beft frivolous and unneceffiry. 

Sthly, Becaufe the cna&ing partof thebill has ?n inconve- 
nient knd impolitic extent, namely to to all defendants of 
George thefecond. In-courfe of time that defcription may become, 
very general, and comprehend a great number of people, and 
we conceive it would be an intolerable grievance, that the. 
carriages of (b many fubje£h, perhaps difperfed among the va- 
rious ranka.of civil life, fhouldbeTutjedl to the reflations of. 
this ad^ efpetially as it has been atferted in argument, and er- 
deavoured to be maintained by the authority of the grand opi- 
nion given by the judges iiv the year 17 17, that the care and 
approbation of the marriage includes the education and cufto- 
dy of the perfon. We fear that this extenfive power would 
come in time to make rhariy of the firft families in the king- 
dom totally dependant on the crown, and wo^ therefore lament, 
that the endeavours foearneftly ufed in the committee, in fome 
degree to limit the generality of that defcription, were not fuf - 
feredtotakeefted. 

6thly, Becaufe as the line is too large, with regard to the 
defcription of the royal family, fo we think that the time of 
nonage for that family is alfo improperly extended* 

We conceive that the age of twenty -one years is that limit, 
which the laws of this country, and the fpirit of the conftitu- 
tion have with great wifdom given to minority. It feems in-, 
decent to the royal family to fuppofe they will not be arrived 
at the ageofdifcretion as foon, as the loweft fubjed of the 
realm ; and cannot conceive but they may be as capable of, 
chufing a wife at the age of twenty -one, as of being entrufled 
with the regency of the kingdom, of which by law they are 
at that age capable. We alfo conceive that the deferring their 
age of majority at to marriage till twenty-fix, is impolitic and 
dangerous, as it may tend to drive them into a diforderly 
courfe of life, 'which ought the more to be guarded againft iq 
men of high rank, as the inSuence of their example is the moft 
forcible and extenfive. 

7thfy, Becaiife the power given by this bill, to a prince to 
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marry after the age of twenty* fix, having firft entered in the 
books of the privy council his inteotipa fo to do, for twelve 
calendar months, is totally defeated by the fubfcquent provifo, 
"Unlefs bothhoufesof parliament ihaU, before the expiratioa 
*' of the faid twelve months, exprefsly declare their difaproba- 
4 Mion of fuch intended marriage." 

We think this provifo lays great difljcultics on future parlia- 
ments, as theiriilenceinfucfraqife, muft:pcpref$ a condem- 
nation of the King's refufal, and this concurrence with fuch re- 
fafal may prove a perpetual prohibition from marriage, to the • 
perfon concerned.* t ' ' , , 

We conceive the right of conferring a difcretionary power 
of prohibiting all' marriages (whether veiled in the crown alone* 
as intended by the meffage;, or in the.rpapner nqw ena&ed by 
the bill) to-be above the reach of any legislature, as contrary to 
the original inherent rights of human nature*, vrhwch ^*s ttaf 
are not derived from, or held 'under civil laws, by 119 civit 
laws whatfoever can betaken away, Wp freely allow tjwt the 
^ legtflature has a power of preferring rules. to jnarriagf,, as welt 
as to every othej fpecies 6/ f QnfraA, but there is #n ,e{fentiai 
and eternal difference, between regulating the flapde <in wMjch 
a right may be enjoyed, andeftablifliing ^principle which may 
tend entirely to annihilate that. right. To di/abfea oiaq *iur> 
ing his whole life, from contracting marriage, or -wh# ia tan- 
tamount, to^make his power of CQif trading (uQh marriage, de- 
pendant neither on his own choice, nor upon : any fixed rule 
of law, foot on the arbitary will of any man, or fet of men, is 
exceeding ths power permitted by the d ivine providence to hu- 
man legiflators : It is direftly agaioll the earlieft command, 
given by Gbd to mankind, contrary to the right of <jom<?ftic 
ibciety and comfort, and to the defire of lawfcl pofterky,. the 
firft and beft of theTinftinSs planted in us by the author of our 
nature, and utterly incompatible with all religion,- natural a*4 
revealed, and therefore a mere ad of power, paving neither tbc 
nature nor obligation of law. 

8thly, Becaufe we conceive this bill to be pregnant, with 
civil difcofd and confufion ; it has a natural tendency 10 pro- 
duce a difputed title to the crown. If thqfe who may be ef- 
fected by it, are in power, they will cafijty procure a repeal of 
this aft, and the confirmation of a marriage, n&ade contrary to 
it ; and if they are not, it will, at leaft be the fource of the moft 
dangerous party, that can exiftio any country, a party attach- 
ed to a pretender t6 the crown, whofc claim he jpay aflert, has* 
been fet afide by no other authority than that of an aft, to which 
the legiflature was not competent, as being co^tr^ry to the 
common rights of mankind. Such a claim, fupported as it 
may be, by peculiar hardship in the cafe* muft as we conceive, 
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& no toy tonote period, create great viifcKfef and confufion. 

Laftly, Becaufe this bill, which reforts-tofnch harfhand' 
unufaal methods, attheiame time provides for its own purpofe 
very uncertainly and imperfe&ly, for it fecurcs no remedy 
againftthe improper marriages of princefles v married into foreign 
families, and thofe of their iffue, which may full as materially 
affeft the intercft of this nation, as the marriages of princeflea 
refiding in the donriinions of Great Britain. It provides no re* 
medyaranv age, againft the improvident marriage of the king 
' reigning, the marriage, of ail others, the moft important to 
the public* It provides nothing againft the indiscreet marriage 
of a prince of the blood, being regent at the age of twenty-one*. 
nor tuvnifhes any remedy againft his permitting fudi • marriages 
to others of the royal blood, the regal power fully vefting in 
him as to thb purpofe, and Without the arBftance of his coun- 
v cil ; y$ft cannot therefore, <*n the whole, avoid expreffing our 
I ftrongdifapprobation of an-a£k, (hiking fo many ^f -the foun- 
dations pf law, religion, and public fecurity, for ends whol- 
ly difproportioned to fuch extraordinary efforts, <and in favour 
of regulations, ft> ill calculated to aftfwer the purposes for which 
it was pretended they are made : And we mafeethis 'proteft, that 
it majr ftand recorded to that poftcriiy, which may fnffer . from 
the mifchievous coufequtnoes Of this ad, that we have no part 
in the confafions and calamities brought upon them, by render- 
ing uncertain the fucpcflion of the crown. 

RICHMOND DORSET 

ABERGAVENNY TORRINGTON 

PORTLAND MILTON 

* ABINGDON DEVONSHIRE 

KOOKINGHAM ALBEMARLE 

FITZWltLIAM CRAVEN 

STAMFORD JOHN BANGOR. 
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Eecanfe the liberty pf marriage is a natural right inherent 
- in mankind. 

. Becaufe, this right is confirmed and inforced by. the holy 
fcriptures, which declare marriage to be of divine inititation, 
and deny 46 nine the benefit of that institution. 

Becaufe the law of nature and divine inftitntions are not 
r reverfiblp by the poster of human kgrflatures. 

Becaufe there is *a total difference between' regulating 
the riode of exercifijig the right dcnTfed from the law &f 
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natyrfte, and affuming or granting a 'discretionary power at. 
taking it quite away. 

Becaufe though we think it expedient and agreeable to the 
dilates of reafon, that minors 'fhould not marry without the 
confent of their parents or guardians, and that fuch confent 
Ihoald be neceffary to render their marriage good and valid, 
as it likewife is in the exercife of all their other rights 
during the term of their nonage, it can no more be inferred 
from thence that we acknowledge a right to continue fuch 
reftraint throughout their whole hves^ then we acknowledge 
a right to keep men or women in a ftate of cndlefs nonage 
which, unlets in the cafe of idiots or incurable lunatics would 
be abfurd, tinjuft and a manifeft violation of the law of 
nature. . ^ 

Becaufe, if a perpetual reftraint upon marriage, or power 
given to reftrain it, without limitation of time or age, be 
contrary to the natural divine laws, (as we apprehend it to 
be) a law authorifing fuch reftraint, on conferring, fuch a 
power niuft be null and void in itfelf, 

Becaufe, in any cafe where the right of fucceeding to the 
crown of the fc realms may come to depend on the force or 
invalidity of the power given by this Bill, an appeal made 
againft it would probably bring upo$ the Royal r amily and 
the nation all the miferies and horrors of civil war. 

Becaufe though the placing fuch a, power in the King, 
with the interpolation of both Houfes of Parliament, is a 
better fccurity againft theabufe of it, than if it had been 
entruftod to the King alone^ Vet it may be foufed, in corrupt 
or violent times, as to be made, in feme cafes,-* perpetual 
negative on the freedom of marriage. 

Becaufe, if the power be grevious, and contrary to the 
inherent rights of mankind, the grievance is increa&d by the 
infinite number ofperfons over whom, in tie courfe of time 
it is likely to extend. 

Becaufe we are convinced, that all the good purpofes and 
obje&s of the Bill, which we have greatly at heart, might 
have been anfwered without giving that perpetuity of re- 
ftraint over the freedom of marriage, which we think our- 
felves bound in confciencc to o6pofe. 

TEMPLE LYTTLETON 

RADNOR ABINGDON 

CLIFTON,/ CRAVEN 

And, Becauie the Bill is .effentially wanting to its avowed 
purpofe* in having provided no guard againft the greater 
evil, the improper marriage$ of the Princes on the throne. 

RADStOR. 



: To LO RD NORTH. 

My Lord, 

T HAVE watted with a degree of impatience natural to a man, 
"*■ who wifhes well to his country, for your lordfhip's miqUte- 
rial interpofuion in behalf of an injured jmncefs of England, the 
Queen Confort of Denmark. 

As I have fome opportunity of being acquainted with th/e 
difpofition of Lord North, it is, F candidly coofefs, with re- 
gret that I refume the talk of cenfurjng a jpun, who has, at 
leaft, this negative virtue, that he wants the will to do a fignal 
mifchief to the ftate. I defire, however, to be #eU undprftood : 
I intend no compliment to your Lordftip's heart ; I am v yet to 
learn that it merits any. If, therefore, our prjfne minister is 
not anxioufly bufied in adopting meafurcs, and ptrriuing fchemea 
to plunge this country into irretrievable ruin, we may thanfe 
the daftardly pufilanimi$y of his nature ; we may Rejoice at this 
weaknefs, as by $hat alone our fafety isinfured ; a«J we ought 
to exult in the fupef intending care of providence which hath 
dealt out its gifts to Lord North with fo fparing an Jjand,. that 
he does not poiTefs a fingl<? talent neceflary to render him a for- 
midable adverfary to public virtue. 

There is, however, a certain dignity in office, which ever 
will have weight with the vulgar : your brother, fhe bifhop, 
my Lord, fees this truth daily verified within the precinfts of 
his own diocefe ; and it cannot be conftrued into an ill-natured 
reflexion to fay, that there are few families in Great Britain 
more indebted for confequehce to the drapery of externals, than 
the prcfent iflue of the Right Hon. Lord Guildford. 

The late revolution in Denmarjb, my .Lord* wiU produce, 
in all human probability, an entire alteration jn; the whole fyf- 
tem of Europe. Your neutrality during that darfe and, as you 
have managed matters, myfterious jranfa&ion, is culpable in the 
extreme : f want words wherewith . to delineate, the abfurdity gf 
your conduct ; the o£cafiioi* calls for a. (pedes of envenomed ft- 
tire rnortaJs may conceive, but which, to Lord North'* urifpeafc- 
able comfort, they can never attain. : ...•-.". 

The Jltuatibn of the kingdom of D^nma^k is. fucfc, jfrft \t* 
very exiftence depends upon cultivating a : laft inland fifm 
friendfbip with the maritime powers of Europe- Jkfides thf tits 
of intereft and of treaties, there arc other political motives wfch 
ever would incline Great Britain to fuppMt, {Mfptqft, and 4?~ 
fend the panes, againk any combinations which might be en- 
tqred into for their ' definition. But at the fcrrie tijne .tj^aj • ye 
ihaiifti fnatch an handful of, people. , from impeding, riling -dp' 
jk .m^fondejfaii to intqrjVe in tfrcir&^kir $*& {l*P* 
v Hh t ation 
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ation called aloud for pity and cocnpaffioti, is this, in the name 
of goodnefs and common fenle, any thing like a reafcn^ why we 
{houkl tamely bear their ignominious infults, or fuffer the dif r 
grace they have caft upon the Bngttjh Natton y to pafs uhcenfured 
or*unchaftifed ? I fay the Engtt/h Nation ; becaufe, as for our 
ministers, the term dijgrace y when applied to them, tofcs alto- 
gether its poignancy, and the moft fuperlative confenipt be- 
comes the higheft compliment you can poffibly pay to their daf- 
tardly Meafures. 

An infignificant northern potentate, is honoured by a matri- 
monial alliance With the king of England's fitter. A confofed 
rumour prevails, thtft (he has been feife to his bed ; the tale 
fyreads, a particular man is pointed out as the objedfc of her li- 
centious affe&ions : our hopeful mintftry are, however quite 
Jslent ; difpaches indeed are fent off to Copenhagen, but the con- 
/^»/jofthofedifpatches are fo profound a fecret, tnatwith me it 
almoft amounts to a queftion, whether vou yourfelf know any 
thing of the matter ; the D. of Cumberland can keepafecret ; 
Lord Mansfield therefore has entrufted hfrn with a mnft precious 
mte j you, my worthy Premier, have, a ftrong propenfity to lo- 
quacity, on which account it might be prudent therefore, in the 
court, not to place too great a confidence in a man, who loves 
fpeaking fo much, that he will talk nohfenfc for hours, rather 
than be filent even on a fubjed which he does not underftand ; 
for a different reafon, Lord Sandwich, perhaps can develope the 
mirtifteriai proceedings with regard to Penmark ; bt is a man 
of tried veracity, his lips are fealed, and he feldom opens his 
mouth to ariy ptifpofc, unlefs When he is about tobettay the 
caufe of forrte pef fata iveak enough to be his friend. * 

As I ant tt<* onYofthe cabal, I pretend not to dive iptp the 
ynottve6 for this cantos fecrefy: I dare l?e ?mfwcrable they 
are of the extraordinary kind j but that considered in a politi- 
cal light, your LoWfcip's whole procedure wfth regard to Den- 
•^jpark is abftird, Sandtirlth refpeft to the public, highly criminal. 
^— This Is a ptopofitioni to which eVefy indepertdatu man of 
fcnfe, throughout the kingdom, muft Yearly a/fent. f nprivate 
life the honour of a fitter is deemed ''air aijairirf infinite cpnfe- 
7 quence to a brother. A min bf fcntfnie^t is anxious to convince 
; his friends and'nei^bdursj'thatfhe breath oT/flarider hajfc tra- 
<J\ice4 her ^irtue^ ahd bfi ftizes : vritK avidity every alleviating 
( dfrciimfltinc%ftat'cttfi contribute tp extenuate her, tiffence, or 
- ^mdfcftteaMfci: jhttticerfcb,' beyon^ the JwrffibiJIty of civile 
" k ou^(8uk : mbiiaftb *cajft m a different mould ;fironj .one of 
/ fcis people ? W $ hi tknpiitq believe tHat the opihioh of ftis : ftb- 
'^feashai rioriianne^df relation to his ovn felicity?! *re'you, 
* • Bljr fer^ «|uU$ v*i& df fte&ngT ■ Ij4Vb fob n6*warm blood • that 
p' .:* ,1,4 flows 



flows arouna* your hearts that gives your, fren^c ^thjrflUng fefc > 
fenfation, and makes your bolom glow wltji ^ffe&Ions, prna- 
mcntal to man as .a facial creature $ foe f^me, my Lord, hpw-[ 
ever wrong you aft, you muft know better .} ' ypu' muft be, con,-! 
fcious that the people have a right to 'be, informed of evcr)f 
tranfiuStion which concerns the welfare of; the ftaje; : Tfiey- are 
part of a mighty empire, which flourifhes only a^,. their hap- 
pine/s is promoted j they have a kind o,f clajjn m eyeiy perfpn, 
belonging to the royal lineage ; ( h9W can they peaceably ifmain 
neuter, and fee their princeis imprisoned by a oaIKlittioFaorthr 
e^n Vandals? with what criine is fhe charged? what are >h^ 
proofs of her guilt ? a revolution hroygKt about by t t|*e artificj^ 
of an intrjguipg WQman, is no ne\y thing in penmar^ t^ie very 
faperftru^tion of theDanilh monarchy is raifea* upon lucb? 
foundation. Margaret, in right of her fan Olaus VI. affumeA 
the reins of government in that kindom ; but not content ijrit|i 
her Hift portion of power, fhe formed afcheme to depofe Albert 
the lawful king of Sweden: fucceeding iri her ^atagen^,J(ne 
condemned him to perpetual imprtfonment, and /jpua ojztzxptfl 
the forereignty of Sweden al.fo. r /. . ' , . \» 

There is a barbarous ferocity which ^ill clings to tfye inhabi- 
tants of the North, and render their e^prnm^iut fubjeft jp 
perpetuaj convulfions ; but the JDjanes^ I frncj, will te foiii^d 
the only people in our times who have tytqi to. proceed tpt. ex- 
tremities, that alarm all Europe, nay* dared to imprifoq an 
Englifh princefs, without giyiog ev,en tjhe fhadow of a p^Uc 
reafon for their condu#. / ' J 

The Ewprefi of Ruffia, oaa famewhat fimila^ pepfron, .was 
ooUteoefaufelf; when (he condescended fo 'difpatcn ber. nuf- 
band, foe caufed a manifesto to be pubKOipJ, wherein me 
juftified her cpnduft to God, her. conicie^e, and t}*e wprjp. 
The prefent ft&duavelian Dowager Julia pray fiRfld die y^ouyg 
Queen's foul to heaven in a night, and thrpudi tfce fcam^ul 
remiflhefs of you, Lpr^ fcl6rth> tfie Prime ^aipifter of th, js unhap- 
py country, the public may regain ignorant of every, sircum- 
ftance relative to the -murdex. ^Be not jiowevpr deratac/} ; 
the blood" of our fovereign's lifter 4iajl not he.fu^;e(l toVcry^n 
vain for vqraance, it foajl he hq*rd, it (hall he teygaged, and 
irkaX "k fti^ more, £ ^all fce^injde J^or^ tyQx^,'.ana\%is 
a^fix a'%ina ujvon ty% fyxt&wA* ^W^ i^ff}: .$%& jH m 
wa^tf^like Softer C*in,^^^ . \ 

U it thup a, C^ci^j tljus ajjjurjejgh* thus a Wa^hficham w ; quld 
haveaded intjmaftyfof .the ^Prpte^ora^e ? Wi^ Qrpmwcell 
have gornuttjsa Tu,$ an indignity %a have paflcd unnotice^ ? 



. r ^U]^ffrioujs',ch^a&6r wot^d havefii^tcbed'a $lajte with 
a^l imaginable Ipeed to fcoiir the feas, and chaftife the infalence 

of 



( 23*.). 
tif thole northern uncivilized free-booters, had they prefumed 
even to imprifoha common Englifli fubjeft, much lefs an Eng- 
Efh princefs ; and as an hoftage for her fiberty and her life, he 
would have confined the DaniCh Ambaffador until an exprefs 
had arrived, prbctaiming her releafe. .; 

With the generality qf perfons example has a moft powerful 
effeft. You, Lord North, foar above the common herd j nei- 
ther precept rior'etfample can touch your foul, or work a re- 
formation irtjour cqnduft ; ydu ; ire proof againft cohvlftion, 
and when public or private virtue is in queftion, you haVe no- 
thing of humanity about yoih Cohtrafts, however, like pic- 
tures wdldifpofed, form that agreeable diversity of fight and 
Qik'de Which conveys pleafufe and ihftru£fcion to the raoff indif- 
ferent fpe&ator. When therefore I mentioaLord Chatham's 

♦ Jiame, there is no riieccffity for a comment to elucidate my mean- 
ing ; his bold, his penetrating, his powerful genius, refcued this 
ration from defrjair and ruin, when ah epidemic languor feized 
our frame, he, like fome demi-god, revived our drooping fpi- 

' rits ; yotf, my Lord, have again plunged us into all the gloomy 
horrors of defpondency. Ho— but'I defift ; When the crawling 

* emmet, or the groveling worm, fhall claim a fupferiority over 
mankind, then, and not untUl then} will I confefs that there is 
the faipteft frmilitude between the Earl of Chatham and the 
man commonly called Lord North. 

I anticipate the jargon of your party, I know the fteps taken, 
and the artifices pra&ifed to depreciate a man in the eftimation of 
the world, the force of whofc abilities aftonifhed, and kept for 
aferiesof years, all Europe in fubjeftion. Continental con- 
nexions, millions expended, and Lnglrfii blood fpilt in Ger- 
many ; thefe are ftale, thefe are hackneyed to pieces ; 'I grant, 
indeed, there is veffality in the man. — I grant, indeed, he has 
his flights, but they are fo many daring excellencies ; . he is not 
merely a meteor in the political Iky, lie is a compilation of a 
fuperior order, which (bed* its benign influence x>n this our 
lower world, infufes a genial vivifying heat into our atmof- 
: phere, and this contribute* to exhilerate our (Jpecies, and enhance 
the felicity of human nature.' ' ' 

Thefe praifes are not calculated to, oh tain applacrtes from the 
giddy multitude ; they are not beftowed, becaufe they may 
happen to fall within the current of the timd ; they are not 
defigned to render you, my Lord, lefs beloved or more detefted, 
than at prefent, fmce that is a tafk beyond any pen to accoro- 
plifli, but they flow with an honeft -hearted firicerity from my 
inmoft foul, and was it poffible td conceive, 'that this papier 
fhould outlive the other trifles of thy day, it would be my ut- 

' ■ - moft 
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moft ambition to have it confide red as a monumental tribute, to. 
gratitude, jufHydue to the truly illufrrious Earl of Cbatharrr, 
tor the many diftinguMhed,Jignal and important fervices he hath 
performed for this my native country. 



Refle&iorts occaftoned by the Perufal ofDoftor NowclFx Sermon, 
preach* d before the Houfe of Commons the y^th of January laji. 
\X7 HEN the leaders of the church, and the favourite preach- 
* * ers of the court begin to hold forth the antiquated doc- 
trines of rjLon-refiftance and paflive obedience, it is time for this 
nation to take the alarm* Did they not think that the king- 
dom of flavery way at hand, and that our necks were ready 
for the yoke of difpotifm, they would never have ventured pub- 
licly to efpoufe tenets, which have been at all times fuch ftumb- 
ling-blocks to the fons of liberty. Cambridge, that chafte ma- 
tron, g who received into her bqfom the virtuous Grafton, fet the 
example. Dr. Gordon preached before her a fermon, in which 
he fpoke with the utrnoft tendernefs of the divine right of 
kings, to aft as feemeth good in" their own eyes ; accordingly 
the loyal univerfity did not fuffer fuch a valuable light to be hid 
under a bufhel,*but ordered the publication of this precious mor- 
fel of eloquence. Oxford, aftiamed to be outdone by a youn- 
ger fitter, and to be robbed of her ancient glory, in propagat- 
ing the principles of flafoery, found Dr. Nowell a willing cham- 
pion in her caufe. Imagining that the hearts of men were turn- 
ed, and tecomeat laft fenfibfe of the indefeafible right of prin- 
ces, he ventured to tell the reprefentatives of the people from 
the pulpit, that c< the people are not placed in their feveral (ra- 
tions by any compaft or agreement of their own 'framing, that 
all authority, dominion and power,, are derived from God to 
thofe (that is to kings) whom he has delegated to be his mini- 
fters and reprefentatives on earth." For thefe fentiments, and 
for this language, he received the thanks of the Hpufe of Com- 
mons, at the inftigation of Sir Fletcher Norton, and the majo- 
rity of the houfe. True it is, that the vote was afterwards 
erafed with rel u&ance; h^d the friends of liberty been filcnt, 
the miniftry and the majority would have been glad to have by 
ftealth their fanftion to this do&rine ; its convenience, and in- 
deed abfolute neceffity to their caufe, at this juncture, is ob- 
vious. Being in diametrical opposition to their conftituents, 
they know that the permanence of that authority, at which they 
aim, depends upon a general belief, that religion requires an un« 
referved fubmiflion to the powers that are. Hence the ftory of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram, was ltftened to with ereft ears. 
They could not help being pleafed, in hearing George the 

Third 



Wft i^fctt^^ty&ifctanduto6^ 

t^^tbe^^t^vt W ta ittvMtfrariici^af fato^j>*toibft^tioaft> 
* fupeffoncy. Do you delire a proof ? The death of the hMti\ 

hppojir:of;lV^^ s i^hat hi* c^uj^ ww leikgxcdptftwraWethah that . 
qf M Cha*Ws* .< J^thisas it v^ihe.DfJ (ei^fob&i^y^ihkt* 
the e;uih did reopen uporifcur'f<^fadtu»$ tfonr tbtiriimpicty^ 
ia^f^g up againft f|tf Ls/ <&:<»^fr^aa^ 
oi.m^i L and v had he lived at tnaum^ fadptofic&d^thepoW* 
er, jjfuppQiVhis ^^1 wauU^vc^uioinptedTihim ^a/copy? 'tbe 
example of the good Samuel auodta^vphewod *bem H^ifcces' 
YtfhM* cteflW o_g phe; altar rfitheJjar^ 
wfft&ft *to8jp<#' fte^eafcaiid, pufittanimous ^Jam^ ^^and ithc3 

J^i&0R6ll a^th^&efafchy. The morr power i* locjged Jft-th<t« 
Ijaf^fttJJFjfeler^^r *te niojeyower iriMebeable 'ttwiefe*/ 

4iitowdWlMr.ifin^i tow» inefficient, to keep &at *rof#4fefy 

$jtf ^ftfc«f &&0 h^a^ v the people r in awe l fel^ki^^esiiB' 
.^O^Wrc^^mti^calkdkt to. their a^d r and they imtribte 

. tr*N[tak .*R*wWfcMlie ^rcme magiftrate as God V vicegerents 
- er.-Vittrc &9WWl ,-Ql* Wtb- In vain da you abofflhjihcatkho-f' 

**# ^ *WR«PWlj ^omctjathi^iflaadf yo^T nroc chujrffapieil 

wj^ 8i]Lft4h#r^ r t^ thftir..mtient fuperftition, a«d fctopm jicw^ 

^iifvo^.dlii^fefftusillapeof aur awn growth/ TheyvJUitf ifcli 
JfciMalpQi and \feothcjfafee ofthf c^ericgtblo^ghtid^RkJal^ 

W" X^U/or ^.yifjWQHl^ity, far, ^ molten ca}f v aix &hdfebAif ufa 
. they may grow fat ajrd fieek. The clergy and/the: torie^ are* 

intim a t ely co tro e & e d jn^priaciplee and-yacliccr bod* t hriv e by 
t tfe ibifetnent pf,*e fefcrbiwrdmMP the pebble; ftdddfe Vfiidii 
^fovoUftiS^ l^i^l^fcAght by,eftabli{hed families, as'thit ipMtie 

*vmi&* (AobfaellibcftXy. is by.xfelei)ewly;rkf fedtoitte Shrink. 

TJfcBrunfmck w 

tbctr dspei^eiKGup^^thdDoppreffoTfii, upurtto dredbibettor* 

tya>$teA)U>,tbt hofyiw**?* to. th^wracb^moftarcl* Jwho&fr 
. fefed ami defejrved the bi^ct^Soa^p^p^, io^V^^^^ 
. itfeifefai^imdxor&de^ 

^jpmwiryjW Carles. Korte<thi$ ft*^&irig $'©hittf*3fyJ 

sr'j ^:>f«r» .i-'.J i..^.. ^;. ;; z. .. rL'.ln^ r?\-*T h s\i<i \YM 



itor, likt feu i>itfcnt Majeftyi make a maxim 6t pardoning tfr* 
Worft of murderers, he did not attend his mercy to Macquirki 
and Kennedy's, and other ruffians, who made a trade of butch* 
ering thofe who were the champions of the conftitutioa 
and free elcQion j yet, hotwithftanding this difparity, there is 
certainly a resemblance between his prdent Majefty and the mar- 
tyr, bututbemisfmmtofibh «**/**, not in the moft tjfential , 
print. 

Charles quarrelled with hra parliament, becaufe they tfrould 
n6t concur with him in opprr ffing the people. George is upon 
the bed terms with his parliament, becaufe it is payed, becaufe 
it takes from the people the fundamental right of election, and 
without any enquiry makes up the deficiencies of the civil lift, 
as an incxbauftible fund of corruption. Charles raifed money 
and contrafled debts by his own 1 authority, and in diametrical 
opposition to parliament.. George with the fandion of parlia- 
ment fquanders away upon favourites, upon fofils, upon watch- 
es and buttons lea times more than would have made Charlesf 
the beft of prince?. Charles, it is true, was apt to play the hy- ; 
pocrite, and retrad hisword. George is an abfolute heart of 
oak — always true tp his promrfe. Witnefs the punctuality 
with which he adhered to his engagements with Lord Chatham. 
"When that noble patriot propofed plans of pubiick utility, his 
Majefty -war-*)! attention and oondefcenfion. Theicbemewas 
to be- adopted. x JNo fooner was Chatham's back turned but 
new councils werfc adopted, and the immortal Pitt was thrown 
adrift upon the ocean of uncertainty. Hence his resignation ; 
hence tpe feceflion of every honeft man from the councUs of his 
Majefty, who now has none about him but the refufe of the 
land, enemies to liberty, enemies to the peopte, enemies to hu- 
man nature. It was therefore with kiftice that Or. Nowell f*id [ 
that <c the bright refemblance of thofe princely virtues* which 
adorned the Royal Martyr, now (hine forth in the perfon of , 
our gracious fovereigri." 

JUNIUS^NFAUTICUS to Lord SANDWICH. 
My Lord, . Portfmoutb* March 9, 

AS I am. afraid your Lqrd&ip may be troubled 'with a 
•** naufea, from the freauent potions of flattery which . 
your puffers fo cepioutfy beftow upon your admirable mai* ; 
nagerttent of the navy, permit, me tp aamiriifter an antidote 
to their poifons } and though the dofe may poffifcly not be 
mixed up fecuridem ,artem, yet you won t be infenfible (I 
believe) to the force of the medicine. . 

-Your Lordfcip.has pioft induftrioufty caufed it to-be 
fpread about, that thrbugh your unwearied attention, the 
navy is in a better condition than it lias ever been Juice the 

I i peace 
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j^ce > Jf .this is n^apt of the ibip^ -^g^lfMr^if *) 
kfW but they, W9beea % n^pjf}cn?9ugbly;^f^^fid ^J4t^y 
icp th J e feyeral ^c£k.;yarda than,Jp£.fo?ie J^9i^b^fer%^ i>»l 
y6ur*pbjfJihlp^p4d ,riQt arrpj^^ny ; #e^^^ 
mei w it\tp^y6urfel/ frpfl* hejjce, -^fiSce^ho^er ^f.a&tjh*^:* 
miralty^ rhttltjiaye. gi\*fen the fame diredVions.to die a&vy- 
bc^ard^lY {his £ccounk whi<;h /?**. Jteyftj <fogfa Wfcteftjfcey 
m:ould" fev*6 Ba^ardcd an- iippeiachineiat <ii* r pafcUamea£ &??,*& 
fqauukilpus, neg^c£t, of . tfcLgir, trjift & wfticj* £ Wfc. i^Uped? , ,'jb* 
think Wo\ikl bq* the. cafe* . \y$$: the ^t^wirggayi, XQ,#n&*lMr . 
xnfciYof W"ar iii a like' bad ^ftattl.ra .which- th$$ -^erp. eigltfeea 
months ^gpV ', j. ' * . .. ( , -,. ,| , •; » .-. ..... 

*Thi^'' my £qrcly pin .however be EeraedieiJ without tnfcch 
difficulty J' a little money and a little, labour mai^s our ihip* 
ia a.t6i'er'abte concfitioxvag^in* but the ^v2T,o£ which I.ac 7 
cufe.youf Lordftrip is of a muchnwre.dreadf^.^^uiiBj, it 
is no Ids "tHeri alienating the iflindsL of both w o{Eqer$ and f$a~ 
m'er* 'ff^nV'Jhis lytajeftjr* fervjce, and rediicijig th$ wavy by 
ydiir tyranny J to a, degree of. imbecility^ >at the.con&qpeqce 
of Wljkh J f rfcmbie ^ and I am fui;e ycfliit ,|^dflbip pvght 
to'^6 4 &' oh a Rouble Recount.; ,,.. • ; ,,t ,. »j :. : !?•• 
/ ^Yi> ^"^Jj.^f fpy PS n . ^ v guided' by: calumny and falfity, . 
it will reftecV^ not -upon, jfp^jLorgf 

IhipV;* htfr ff on the contrary,, ever,y fjUable, of what, J . 
advahce'can 6e proved fecTs* it will ce^oly pluck fow 
r fe'atner$ f rofn thpfe Icarian wi/ig£ of youp's^ \v\th which yojj. 
are urljuffly' endeavou^ng to mount inlp the, regioJIsi. of 
praije'. '.'.'.''. . ♦ • « ?■ ,\ ' ■ ^~" 

'Scameii when they enter into the King's fer,vicp» dovjrer 
thing 'more tlian limply , enr T ol,l their names ,\ritKj:lte coifta . 
man3yig "of^cer of the "(hip in ; which they cfyhfeta ei^ge ; . 
every.* other particular they leave to th&geaeral v^fijage Zqd 
cuftoms o*f the navy, and have as firm a« relianck ^m v fch$ 
pjibl?c°faJtIar that their wages* 'will 1 be paid them wh^the . 
fhips' they en tered for are j>ut out. of QQjnmifKojn* 9& thflJt . 
thW $all hot receivp Je^ jijaa tyv© and twenty fhtfyngp 
and fixjScyice 3 rnibnth- . /*'/ * . r 

•Fatfe hofes ! f^tlie expeftati^ns- !^ you haw iiflwUHired 
m^ Loi^, tfe public. rauh ? V^'treak, by, the granny; #f 
power,; that compaft betw t QeVi tfe^aticm ^a4 tfeefti h^vbeft - 
fervant^ which' has hjtharto (tjut that is now.aiit ..»p.f«nd) 
,made thefri 'enter" into the. {eryicc with readinefe au4 cl*$$> . 
tu^efs^;;^ / • j ;^ * " , ; ... >•-.-• m'/^i^ 
.•yi^ihe'houi- la whjc^ a feawan-fij^beioiig^l^'j^ 
hb Joofcs^ forward (oar tliat ham>y tiip^ wH^;b^ ftctUj^r^ 
*k» l ! lifertyi eryoy ti^.Cruit^ of hj^ ; pc^oi: l^u^^ (v.$*fc 



iV $aiicafiy frefcrs unwholeforne dhfiat^s/^ri^olefo'mfe; 
*tods, artd infinite 'either hartrfhrp* he- anticipates tJiejite^ 
foftj ©ffcnjoykig'thecdmpah^ of Ms ^tfe\arrd little -fatnflr,' 
livhem he already fees, 'in his imagmatibri, he\v clo^hecL^fYd 
ha£py *i& the return- *>f their; Joiig loft* rruftfa'n&.nW ffr^ 
the**' \ ' •'•—>"- : '' - -• .•:■•:;■.: •-, ; '.;;.:•:: .•'•: ; /r 

« But how dfeadfut^a *e?*>rfe ; tfo'fhefe' po6r°men experience 
from yfcur inhumanity 1' They find* the pledbg fcette* thcf 
Had ftoirii^ hoped tbfefc rctihtchneterMcU t6 exift buiih 
ldea':-t»hcy fee the ttian fcf - : nfrai'tJiey --tenter for' paid biF^ -afti 
inftead of receiving their liberty arid' wages, are fdrceH 
{though in a time of profound peace) on board Other (hips'; 
from which,- though they may have* a fe\v tlays leave of 
abience granted, yet the means 6f enjoying it is \vith-helcL 
as inftead of receiving their three or four ye?»fs pay (which 
is due- to them) they get no more than fix mdnths, in thb 
hope (as k would feem) thfct the diiguff.to the fervlce 1 , 
which this treatment neceflarily-occarldrts, will pre verlt their 
• return to it ; and confequently government is ad vantdgcel, 
!by fetzing upon their wretched -arrears, - * "* ; • j 

My Lord, I fuppofe you won't deny that'almoft. alLtfre. 
•ihips Which have come home- from foreign ftations of 1 late 
•have been-' frrved in this manner; whether this ill-judged 
Expedient is ftruck out by yourfelf, or by the little, conic - 
qtientiat Secretary, you know beft ; however" it is, Vodr 
tordmip is the culpable perfon, for having adopted it." 1 

The aft of Parliament which endeavoured to guard &- 
gainft fuch abufes, as well as againft the tyrannical- life of 
pew^r by the Admiralty, expreflly fays, that if , the exi- 
gence ofTerviee require men to be turned over from one flit p 
to afjother, they fliall be paid all the wages due * to them 
hefofre- ftfch thips proceeds to fea, which they ai'c tuVhed 
#ver into. 

How happily have you evaded this falutary claufe, my 
•Lord; your Lordfliip orders thefe poor wretches to be 
turned over on. board guardihips, which never go to lea at 
ail : fo-that the time of receiving their pay refts folcly tf-itfi 
the Admiralty, and they remain flaves bandied about from 
ftip'toihip, perhaps s as long as they live ! 

We wHl now turn our eyes, my Lord, towards the' men 
in guard ftips, whofe • treatment feems particularly design- 
ed to gWe them (likewife) an abhorrence and difguft to the 
King's fiirvice^ There is nothing a feaman thinks a greater 
^ifeiip flien : -bein£ continually fent to^rork on^boafa fhips 
he does ttdt'bfclqrtgtfc, arid for which he is freitKcr phid, fidr 
«c*iifc$ ifoviritftr advantage > whatsvtfr % .tWsfoh ' tatrft* grant 
1 1 2 that 



( *44 <) 

fcrorfcr;biibi pfrorftfrmati atonfe* has^tljihg; .._,.'/ r'.;.- v - ^ 
jonHpfabnAet itf^Kibli tft^ ^^tcf&fos nieril^Ye $&£n Mc^ 
fer har^ff<id;k#efcafafed thtm intiv<£flaiiy tb avow theft in* 
*fftioq '^^to^'^*#, ih^jtrtf c^Vnlen^^pocUj- 
fekyrriaYou* ^Lc*«Mp ktibfts titt/iflbte 'Seanifn^ejtfjcr, aw 
focf #sw* friw* Y8« knotf, :i F ^ubbofe^tQQ ttkt 'none 

irfvt&fc ^cohnr^n^^^^ I'^mM 

|Wj^rteptLoi*^ri4y T o T ri l>6*rdf, 4 ifritfa&i ev'ef' %"i^ ( K^M;9,9 
fliore ; this may put off fof a little tinVe'^pnge*, fltg total d€r 
^i^Ih^tli^alrintdit^te* ; bat It will : i&Sdjcr ,!r £ure jior; ,pr£- 
i«is{ m^BntSBb $eamfctrhav^ in^nerat! tatetfj&e. ^tjncift (jiiU 
HIida»^th^t«s*tatKe kihgV fcryice, from" jour .lxv4ffi^'^f 
T^al^mca^m-^fend^te "^olp hatibn-'Will haveJcafttV.to 
5(»toftfcit^h&never vfe hi've- teal occalion for bur fleet,-/ r V t 
sr^tebi^foap dtginTtO the Royal Service reigns in tKe, nfiuts 
^fijtW j^vtf^ mfcn, it has certainly as folk! an empire in -t|ie 
4«afl£ i of their officers^ They pine with t diftQ^terit^a 
cffctei for waiitof juft enceutagemerit ; TMy^afe^Ql^ &&t 
<yapr Lordlhip has publicly fatfj at the council feoard' 3*at 
W-.ta^iKiakedbemferye well, they muft be k^pt poorAtKj^r 
believe that your Lordfhip faid fo, and they hate ypu f ipr ft> 
lirigcnerou* anpl fo illiberal a "' TO^.T^WJicl^ jyga 
-Wrat:ev«* - faid jft> or not, is imm^teriariii^ce \hs pLflin^vjjui 
adopt it J Otfeerwife you would have exerted yo^r ,'fiftfof- 
Ivouts^. to have procured them a reafonahle iaddijtiq^to t^yr 
- jrctfenft feandatous pay, which, to the fhame pf ^ ^gt;on 
lias remained invariably tfye fame, for this laff c»#ury 

htkiftyi.y : ]y ••*"• • '"■/'"' ; "''••* ' — '• O^^nn-' 
Bu*a8.if' this inattention fo the ihterefts of afetg%Jx 



. f 4!cflpat»' r 0rcr whom the King has 'befenyptea(e3'.'rj^ jirf f 
byeu; toas not Efficient, you;B^/ad4 ,, tri^ft 1 lfe^^ ,'y4 u 
! Ka\ie fcwt ^okkrs to each captain of k' gufrit-^i^, 1 t1ia^,'no 
ijncnial fervaat will : be allowed, on tea^^ujt^a^^jc^Vfo 
f>that 4 thefe-gen^qien are precluded from ^havjng! £it£.er 
ifteward: or -footman, and the Lieutenants npt» ^ top^^is 
■< a fcodk ; it ought hereafter to be efteerjiect an .^Iten^il 
I part, of the education of an Engiifh fea officer, :to J^now 
\ howMJodrefs vi&uais arid go to market./ 4 * , r ; V ,," 
i Si, Bonn ym bfcirtfa, my l5>rd, foryo^^row^e f ftbtf^? 
o;Fnx lujeilyou Jiaycr a Friend ? he'Avillfor you it Ae.f^i^al. 
TiirJWL^y^aaV gbod Lord, may I begleavs jt^^il^t^is 
^lefinamqit ? Wyitttf fervice be beiiefite^ by^this re|^la]^cm ? 
.oWouldyou^ ilftige Ae /J fea -officers'toe^tN nothing, but the 
*.&>• • s • ' • - c I Z -'•'... "fhip* 




now .and t^n a f litr^ ^And dodslhot 

^rVrhS^ ^iftd^^tti!:gimi iji 

tlV^rJihie if afliorij intJie fajr^ ^^B^cr^^rMhjOtfitr pt>ita« 
iii^n^And it" this, is fo, wher^^hf 3^fey>,totb© T ieryi|*4 
Ana* why flioutd you make i4$ tif ygV PQtykf^ merely Wi 
^aufe ^d^ have it> to opprefs ^i^lfigjf^vrf^iwe ikffifvi* 
^We'Jt of their country^ at leaft^j^^y^^^ftapiiwhe^hclf 
EbllSftively, or as individuals,; , \ VkvIiki vr>.n <ifi^ ; *nwdl 

v If ybu would really refine, my, Lc^d^ri^i^taJvietio^yftb 
fprreft abufo, there, Is, a pret:t#.<amjjrf£4i^ htf qtrtL ycrti£ 
wHete Voii may acquire iorjpip credit J itus^howeyei^a&IH 
father too extenfive .for me to fiv^ey, at.prefeot^ttejWy 
part of it wliicli I fhall at all poiptxnjf, t^yottr lirdfliii^b 
the fcandafous pr'aCtiqe.pf makuig'therpoftr^f pwffpiatf^Bcre 
iinednre j ieveral of your clerks irttfre* A^*fu^y&fknfo&7 
Either people who never faw jf^lt water,, ;^Qr <reckr Wl^/noSr 
^fryoy thpfe comfortable places,, .whifcfe iwghtvCYC* rtalJEk 
the reward of captains clerks that ha,Vje Wrribftfoghfc rqntp 
^tHe p^ofeiTiori, arid whofe right it ^ow^oinofi^ieciarid 
jgbVid behaviour. >v ; — < r itA* ovv! 5 V 

T/he frigajes are employed upon :> the >ntoft contemptible 
v ar£I feott frivolous fervices ; if a recruiting party ofrmarWs 

Vfivit { to fed \q Ireland, 6r a peedy.man^pf quality ^;aitd his 

far^rWto fpunge and live gratis for. foo\e, tvaaei ar rjwinuaf 
~#tfr ft r nioft readily at their .devptiofi jyliensycrthoyj chtt|e 

tbaflc Jbr brie.,. .' t " .,^ ?-. «^vr.. W^'i^i ^/i 
V r 'VWieA ' your Lordfliip condescends next to let the ptihtiok 

prints take notice of the phligatipi* ithp na < tior«is.uwdd , fot 

y$ur 'itt^ntioh to i the, Navy, let rae : requpft ywowitt /polat 
' s jtmfJttfthe'^tt a further obligation nq$ ; ^cji obfeinred ;t/afd' 
x trfis fs procuring a ftanding army^ pf.fi^y, iixkihtiadk-ed/artd 

^x?ty mei m ^arracks, in !the; h^rtpf jito kiogdaai^iuadtr 
v the liame of^rharirfes. What your motifs could ;befito 

! k$g ujp ; r ^^'^fXfi' ^o4 ufelels a, bpcly < of men iit timeibf 
;tyic\!iy6ti}£tipty\$k : The,SeaQ#u?ei;s, frpqia sorjfckmfnefe 

of tjiere foemg three tmiesu'the i\umber ; p£^ari^ "ten boif-d 

" 'evdrflhip: th&n there is any occafiqp,.fpi? :aro & itepartirKJnt 




props vp tne Adipir^jty filing. tronyXBt ^arftievdkmtning 
TH at r th£ fov/eft" r £6rnp^ 



,:.-■■ <^ 6 -v.,..-.... ;.• v... 

£fo potinicts' is" divided** and hpw. Jjiarge a ihaje $f it.j&fi 
take to ypurfclf as rirft Lord ? This conieqiience and-F$ak;. 
whicfe yafc have, latejy -procured for that corps Mfe att k*f* r w 
w^^pruy dope tp have a pteufchle pretext for kjeepiflg <m 
^feoi &> greatf.a number of T thefe f c very ufefuj merr.";. ... r 

; Asd . np% my Lort}, T lha}l qtrit. your Lprdftip. fo* the 
prefect, ifx hop^s that diecomppfuion fhaVf; dcoppe& into 
you* ear^ pav be, ; of - fervlcfc » if it #ipuld «ot» Lfhall fcake 
the liberty, of making up a, more pungent .medicine...tt will 
BOt I cpnfefs, be enroled of eupfyrafy and rue. though, I 
venture to pronounce tnat itfcall effc&ualy.cJear-your,v*fuaI 
nerve, and make you, . wji^tliec yop will o* pot, fee plainly 
tha fteceffi'ty of dpjrig your part towards redreffing the grifcy- 
aiices, arid procuring iome encouragement to the officers of 
his' lilajefty's navy I am my Lord, ' < 

YourLordfhip's 4 great Admirer, 
. f < . * . •• ' Junius Nauticus* 

B.ip m ■ ■■i n - - i t ■■ I .1 i.. -i i ■ ■■ ,■ ■■ ■ ■ i im ' ■ « ■« 

. Proceedings in tbt Houfe of Commons on the Royal Mfir- 

\ria<je BilL 

/*\.N .Wednefday, Match 4, At half paft two th$ bill 
y^ fox regulating the marriages of the Royal Family w&* 
brought from the Houfe af Lords by the two judges, Lord 
Chief Baron Parker and Baron Smith. Lord Chief Barim 
Paricer addreffed himfelf to the Speaker, and faid, Jtfee 
;Lords had. commanded them to bring to that Honourable 
Houfe that Bill, the title of which he read and delivered ir^ 
and then they retired. 

Mr- Seymour moved for the meffage to be takfcft ifcto 
consideration firft, as by the order. Qf the day, andJthe** 
:Mr, Jenkiiifon .got up and faid, the compliment that Was* *lr> 
•ways .paid, .to fuch a bill, was, that it fhould be read the-4rft 
tirue inunediatly. Mr. Seymour defired that the fld ef- 
face • might alfo be read, that the Houfe might take tjiit 
alio into consideration ; for as he was againft the bill itfclf, 
•he (houJd oppofc it in every ftage; that the meffago H©s 
highly hlaineable, and theperfon who drewit up, W Wflwid 
not hefitate to fay highly criminal ; that it appeared ..to be 
jdrawn up by a perfofi whofe breaft fwelle'd i*ith a preroga- 
tive doftrine; that it contained an, affertioA of fads con- 
trary to law J he alfo understood that the matter had4ia4^ a 
itjiprwgb diicuffion . in another place ; wd 4>At h^' 4r9rtkt 
^iov^ for a committee, to be appointed to infps& tT*&J<wflpi&' 
of the Houfe of Lords ; but being prematura* h# nations 
'jfeG ■: Speaker, jmt . tbsjqueftipnj that the j»ll £g£M#V M^frifr& 
t*|x&> the Speaker then read the bill, and alfo informed the 
: houfe what it enadted, Sir Jofeph Mawbey moved, that the 

bill 
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bill be printed ; but his motion being alfc <mt of ojder^fi^ne 
littfe debate happened "about the propriety ancl order of 'thtr\ 
ftiotion. • "" ' ' . ' '. \ "."..'* /"' ? t . °„ ./.",' 

• Mr^ Seyfndur then renewed his. motion for tfie committee, 
Mr. ;J)owdfefwelPfecorided it j he bbfeved that t]ie j>rerp^ % 
gative dbcTrine in the meiTage, that '.had been mentioned Jpy', 
his honorable friend,, was certainly by its' defeat allied ,tq 
the Star charrjber, and could only derive its extraffiori rrorn ; 
thence! he infilled upon it that the' meffage contaihdd'airer-/ 
tions tHat' were contrary* t6 few, and had been declared foby a 
men etoirient * in. the ' law, ' zi was now well known to every 
Member in the Houfe individually,, though hof ' figriifiecrtc/ 
it as a body ; that they had hot iiowtlie fecne opportunity' of 
ctfnfulting thefe learned* rtieri, *£s tticy were moil oftliem^ 
gone upon th& circuit. "Hfe'therefbre feconded ' this fnation* 
that he might gfct all the a&iiance he could froni'tfiejour- 4 
nals of the Lords: ' v "V '. " ' \ , 

Thd fecqnd reading was moved, ; and carried for Mon-' 
day March 9... ';.. *.'-** ~ "" " '[.".'y'SS*** 

Th£ motion for printing the bill' took place tiien. v< %ofd' 
North faid, that he could not do otherwise than oppqfe tu$K 
a. motion, as there was bo rea'fon given that couM pfrfu^jcf 
him, that there; was any neceffity "for printing it- the bili f 
being' fo fhrirt and lying upon the tstble, every memfar^mijglj:*! 
mafce fcirtiffctf matter of the contents. ' . " : '"I ' , \ *" v . 

Mr. TKornas Pitt faid, that every' word in that felll, beV 
ifig' of fdcfi momentubus imoortance to the 4 cOmfaunity^ 
ought to be as iritjch' weighed and confidered as a whole' 
clauf^ in ordinary afis of parliament, ' * .'•"'/ . -' * 

Sir Williftiit Meredith faid that he had feifchedt the li'if- 
tory of this country from the earlieft times, ah'd could nri£ 
yerfiftd'a ilngle precedent to fupportfuch an affertion as Was 
contained in that bill : he thanked the Noble Lord 5 for giyv 
ing' him* W uhderftand" that it was to be an alteration b ftlie 
law/ 2fa& the bill was not formed upon any one cxifting* 
ftatute. : . ' ' . 

The UEbufe was divided by Lord North upoh trVe ntotioni 
for printing the bill, it was. imagined, in. order to fee the^ 
ftrengthof the Cburt party againll next wetk. * 

... , ~ . , For printing it • -*- — ibff ' : " ' 

.:o? <• ••* ^ Agilinfl: it — ' ~ 193 ' >r * * ^ 

Ort Mtfflfday^ March £, the bill was read 'a fecdft<T tirrie.* 

Wh^thK Sjfcakerbad read the order of the day, whicfi 'wai 

feriffce fcc<»«i teadfag of the faid biH. Mr. Dowdefwetf ^akf; ' 

~ oifgft Speaker, ' • ; - ...--.; ~- u 

^ M«fi^;fi^fltheSovefetgti to thla Boufc ft&f'ttf'no* 



deemed matters of a folemn atid fefidus fiafufe. Kliey frtf* 
tta^l}t*»wpfob& u**ta*e ind ^Ifbeftfe c]i^ffio?f ?*%/a %iT 
nv0tftef,;fr?ai larfrofcalivke they- o*/glna red, :|bok : 'ffie^WtiKrr 
cacrto wilk t»|KJivcMftituttofiil,g^Ottri<d. But ¥hd/e° *fhH&,' ft , 
feca* aee ^aft *i and ihc terrors of this hdufc at e nb Jdnctt fbr 
nimticrs. : Rej^diofsof fre horftmr and dfgn'rty fcf At^rfiulm, 
thejr^ut into them^mbdf the king tWe rttrift ^rQde r Sftd'Wdt* 
geitod ideas,- *heflfto* eXcef>tk>n:aWe and"oftn6xk)ii^ language, 
ifetfii it waft/mmtfteVial vfcbetMr *i* Majefty ffioultf utter truth 
Qfr&i&dod^he has *tedb indiiccd tddecHrr* to Tils' rffcl&ge 
^hsr r *Jbe<&*fe «a*rfage*fei the Rdjra) FariuTy'are of the. high- ' 
c$ importance «{> tfce^ftite, the kings ! <Jr this -'cwiftry toave 
efcef^€ft^n«r*ftal tvkh (becare ami Xppr6totteh .thereof.** a 
pofuidrt, Whwii lappvefctrtd, is foitadei Neither on law ridr Vea- 
tok. — lie^us b*»r what ttjc judges fty upon' this head. Wh^n 
cfet(fid«B<>afow^ays ago by the* Lords they declared -that '■*- they 
<iN4 n6t firtdithat ^>e- Id ne^ authority extended farther thart his 
^ oWn dtildJctf, an* 1 £mi>c£<Hildrert, and the prefurri^tive heir to 
tlfe'$r##h.~ Haw^heftfe that the meflage gives him tinitihitel 
ptivtaf o*£r*tetf Teyal marriage ? here there is evidently a mff- 
fftt'kf jxrfnt ol-lawvAre tfiere no fawyers then of thr^Mm^s 
6cMmcHf Or is their advice not taken, if taken, ne^leQed? 
Embrace which lidt of the alternative you chufe, the di%tik& 
fJl*A6t»tfce lighter on- the king's friends, or indeed upbit^he 
kjrig'huufelf; Want of confideration is no Iefs blafneabje^tfeart 
fcaftt&r' ktowkge* As far then as the authority of the $$etaf 
fteliw Willgo, the king's meflage is condemned; aWdtfiire^ 
ik> njafon to fufpeA that they were hot sis favouriHe'vks 1 ' the 
nature of thebaic would admit. The cautious and gtiardetf^x- 
preffions which they ufed leave us np toomto doubt 6fthi?pdfnt^ . 
Indeed the ftudied referve, which is obfcrvable in their WWei% 
ttiakesit juttfy queftionable whether" they have not efcpouh&st 
irhc iaW to6 favourably for the miniftry. Fer^ updapf^^BW 
grounds have they given the king the difpofal iof JBKT gvand^bMK 
dren in marriage ? Not furely upon the ground bf #a¥fites ; *fbr> 
till this ho^r Englifla juriipnidence knows of* no furih r^rrriint. 
The aft, which regulated other marriages^ -exjfrefsly £&etijti 
the reyal family ; and it is well kfiowri the cem&ttfrf tiw : lcft 
men, till that period, to their natural freederH.* ; -Wtfehfce^l($ 
did the marriage ad foring ? H2darry.provifi6ttt>ectf^ 
made, it could never riave exified. Had*fce ffi&rpal atitt&fty 
cxercifed in Rome been, rooted in our conftitufc^W^fuch a^fta- 
^ttite Woiildt have been abfurd And r id iculous^- became inelewafid 
unneceflary*" Since "-then the principles of both of the commoit 
and ftatute law^ut their mark ; of reprobation on U£$Jd^Mnepti- 
led&ed ia tht meflage, St will be incumbent on ou^^les^Aiil 
* ;^. r -' .-t xv'ywfffjtluir 
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W fcfet^^i^ ip^W ttpfift our aojuiefce^c^^ pmwi 
tWfi^e^rt^ufer^^yil^i ort if jouwtfl* gpiclogitiver*iii««rEi # 
gfMjtjqji ft* our ^oivi^hs^ io: thi& refped, But where k tk?*xmm 
tfjtflti^of.a^,,^^^^ abort 

fnajtie£$<*^ a$ .prdipary. fu^ft/ I have cdn&Jted thevgtw«in 

fan&ipa 4 to tj^^^ulft dfc&ri$& fcdd: &r *te «i ■ teat- vacated dfc«£ 
«y(wivV>wnA\ & re^g^If ift JpiMiU/ WWroe»coroe v u*\ 
t^yjeareof ^ifcrc^9ffi©i9 tfcf ^l^e<rfrfBflarriage^ jt^s^oftajDi? 
progcf itet,tbey^uia4>«^ iplKil 

jeflU iiv ^jc^unuji, ^feicfc^Js^tfel^irftc, jK* tte **|*i«c pfonib 
ipam : v L§Wt jp^miv^ ^ *wt &e*rhiu#jf <wai ^Miatotfittl* 

o^e»^iid twemy to l*e £t iyf govemiftg thcr«ln^o»f^lell^ 
fup^f^JxapafcJe of difcfi%jmd,;gov«jntng tvifc ;,Q*fcjtft& 
tWffly jiMtejegaHge of marriage for ordinary mortal** hWfejb 
" ^wM ( a different rule hold witbiefpt<^ la the &o)^t£at9Jj^& 
^ithffi ,uj^rflaodjng$ ^ripen t p>prr flcwiyi «C:irc .|ht|>ttb 
me^ ? . 1^* the fucceflion to the qrown we hwc adopte&fudriHy^ 
entile. .We ryppofethefnac cighttefl ^quAl to di^fdtUW* , 
t&&,of Tw^ying $be fcepter* and at one and twenty^ tbtj*«My& 
HftWIW^I Why then *ftablilh fuch oppofite and cqmr^i<&*£ r 
SWilMrJl) i& it, theintentton of the miniftcr to proys J# 
^^ing v jis a4opt the m©ft abfurd and coattadi&oiy*ito§!30t$ 
iNrJN* M ttl[ > kk hands but as a potters veflel ttktaik h§ «#Jf 
fei^iQnia^d mould as tie pleafes ? 1 fhouid be foriy'to fiad ^w 
alfeniWy^tt^a^ed with fuch contempt, and ftiU roots forjry to, 4,€- 
fen^qiu For this and various other reafons 1 naoye d)airr 4 . ,> # * 

1^9?a^%> njweflige. to this houfe* viz. that the fight qf • §p* 
f^^0g-^n»ai:r^ge5 in the royal lamily, has evtr belong^. to 
^•^ir\gsof thi&fealpa, is founded in law, ox warranted, by tjm 

iH #.v ^po^vJE^qrr fecci^JccJtbismotioiH tu > ... 

^»WriJJ>«P.*H»ff?*;% moved the order of the. day <t. & ; $hf 

: J**U«g f»ttf»>ill.} ■. .",. a ..*:.;; ^Y- 

i'^Mfeftagt landed fhe nwrtioh. ... ..►., . *, : 

.:i3TN)fefa*m *en were, .>, i .-„ # ,.- : :r 

|^^r^wdrfweil>«notion. Agjfoftftu, „ ,,, , .-, 

-.•jtvHflfrlS' Pit^t (sttretaely aLor«!Clarc* * f : ^ , Jv ^, : 

.LWc'i.W.G w ».wail." ■■ , 4 A, Wdd^MJ^S* 
r. :.• • • ■ • i««*(l4l(|»Jt«»nsB 

.#-,W-.0«we»..... ( .. . •; y.R.%t«*b;* .»*it*Sfi,aW 

^pbarlesFox . loSir G..Em«it * 

n E.Burke (extf«mely well) 12 E. Thuil©«r 

Kk J4H. Herr 



<>.* '•- ;' : '.-...(!^.) •. ■' .,,,„,.., .. 

ifijf ttl* H eitteft- (tV be fe~ ^LqrdTibrth -,' !, /T Vu,:- , 

.•n-cfondeibMr* SttUt mo- , % .. y ^ 

^y&r-.WiJfisto Meredith, . .:••'. - .;-^.w Jc rw 

?Kv . (vei? b<»Ke). , •.,,. *,. .,;; ;v ..-!;•: iiM*V..\. 

ii6'GejieralG«ta^a(y : ; ■_ *; : ; v: . ^ - [ » . '",■/. ^ t ..", 

Thehouft divide^ upon the qqe&of*' pf ibe. j^pfi^of 

!4heidav^f^ .. T >. .V;»vA. ' 

* " 'Sr-Wittw^ IVkredilt then moved toa$yoarib itteiag,haif an 

hour paft two o'clock, and feven^l of themeoiberaTetircd thro* 

fttigue^ tKe houfc divided upon ihe queftion, 134 fos k it*, and 

vfe£6 agamft it. .•■'".-.. • . .'.-..., 

th Qrimitibm$ thmaddtejfed the fptakif in ths following terms. 

- • Mc. Shaker, : ». V\ ,/ 
**T?H£ fpirifr of adnniiniftration laid the duatfity of this aflemi> 
;4 if. have for fomc years paft been fuch that as even ja u^- 
uiftermF member the either day (aid, Ifliould not be furpnfod. to. 

/iw'thr Awjority of thehoufe, if ordered by a certain n(»hle^er- 
^Iftwwgewhomlhfcveioniy eye, attempt tocome hither upon 
irthefrhea*. Let but the cabinet adopt the moft abfuj&ihe 
.• imafk raonffrous propofmon, and it wiH be cordially received* and 
-i»gtirjy« ferWartted in St. Stephen's Chapel. The mofc.cte- 
fef toed and* i^alhly jtf^^ minifterare (ure to Severe 
,■ nurtured and reared up to maturity ; a circumftance whfctputs 
Itie iifcrmnd of the Indians, who, when they find a mohftcf of 
' a very: extraordinary and uncommon appearance, immediacy 
. atfbpt him as their fupreme God 9 as their Jupiter opt imus. maxi- 
mum The more abfurd and deteftable any of the premier's 
j>h^ appear* the greater devotion his worihippers difcoVcr. 
'The do&rine propagated by him in the affair of the Middlcfcx 
.-!• etaftiori was pregnant with ruin and difgrace. What VW£u the 
': eortfeqtK&ce? The fceal of hit adherents encre^fed in jprafcor- 
. . t«* ; and they endeavoured to cover the uglinefi of the t&IJy 
• the tntenfepefs of jheir idolatry, Methinks the fame (yaiptoins 

- *re*vifible upon this occasion. What » wanted m ^rginent 
•gentlemen attempt to fupply bv vehemence.' Hence, had {not 

- otbtr authentick inteHigence, 1 could brace the origi^ of : ^iis 
bill, wh>ch is evidently a King's ntetfure. Who then /*pn- 
dera. tna* the whole kingdom is fet in motion, and that me f ^ers T 
wi» feklom honour thefeWfcHs with their preienpey arepj^ed 

, into, their fecvice? I have no doubt but weiSaB fo^jmL $d„Jhe 
> *flfe&s oF Rich an extraordinary effort in the atJ^M^;o^/t^< c^vil 

M.Tte "final decift^n of the Middldex ele^on ^^ 

low*dty ajjfe^nd^ 

the reafon why it was imfrtediately granted withotit any, Wyjbtis 

enquiry into the manner* in which the debt was cofitrtct&> cUn 



0*5* ; 

be as liule probl^^^tca) id this iff* jnbJy *s it is through^i t the 
whole nation. Hberefort* congratulate tteabettoitfitfft trfe bill 
upon the profpefi of the fine haweftv? vptofc&li** >befafe fhe*n 
The crowp will certainty Qiew its gratitude for (o grcatffcn* ac- 
ceflioh of prerogative, what though thfs jMblcoiwdb f&rsatosy 
the bcightcf): jewel in his Majefty'*, diadeiny trfe gfit&tort of the 
people, and in its place fobjrito&s. fear and 1 jtfrtd^Mfciiltta . 
confideratidn Is in thefe day? notrn^tticAfc l ' 0fatt>iV*f Mrife \ ^ 
tuant feems now to be the fayeArlt^ : rha*to^iwdu1^*«d;byi tbdfe 
whom the king deljghcteth tolK>noi*r; ^ Ifavirig^sW^ i™^^^ 
dationsof the conmjtution, having Vn their ewrf^frtigrl' im- 
port ihe ypke, and riveted the^h^njf -ottfce pfctfpfe, Jh<*y woaU, 
in order to nuke every thjng fytx and foiidy radtt^^«V*iry 
branch* every infHviduat of tbe royaj. family to tkff^ktn^mh^k 
ftate of feryjtude. ,, Obferving that. the divift©rtt^^<mg&l line 
ireqo^ritljf contributed in artcieiit timds J^rtfe^fif^idhyof 
liberty, becauft the difc^ntqntcd pri^t^* tftr^w tV^mftJWs ftfto 
. the (bale of the people, and thus formed a rMlafn^t*f*he< ertttef- 
five weight of the crown ; ofcferv jog, I fay, tWs feifCbffittarole, 
they ; Will not even leav?i^ ( f<einjjlattce^ 
'devoted victims, but render ^nj totally depetuieirt 4ipoW r ^e 
^apnceofaTcingx oVrathfirof.hfcjspHiifter. -Butdi/thri plarttin 
H& r calculated fur, niakingth? rpyal Jine entirety fa Wbro«**nd 
obfcqli'ious to the Sovereign, apd for prodtidagflfcat uekfyoiic 
" calm; at which they ajm r;.On,the contrary, 4* ^wttl pjove tfhe 
''IbSfce olxhdfefs cliilentions and quarrels as well among the tttyal 
farnlly ajramorig the people. Do you imagirie M*atTa*y ' man 
arrived at the age of maturity, ,ig>U(;h lfcfs aM young fpifcSed 
' prince, wiu fubrnttwith patience to the tofs of Ae fights 4*f a 
^ni^that power enjoyed by tiye, meantft fubjo&y~*o>th« *%ht 
v bf tfifpofxhg of hlmfelf in marriage, when- he ha^atttUMi^at '4he 
legal agepf rn#urity v at the commort years of diferetton, 'which 
" €nfftle all Jnit Idiqts and lunatipks to. chufe a help mcit ibr ehern, 
as their own far^c yd irefls. Is it the imention/of the rawittier 
^"^^^liffltbnU»-wf infinuate tfrafcoar royal '.Knntlf- 1 ftm but 
Mtfjrts 'or lunatics? Though ifo-y^e rial* 6%arity**d* per- 
" cei^lti ^^Mthecomplirnent which they ^y^hirtfia^y, 
: tvhfch fjiey (uppofc his family incapable of taalfctog^ wichouc 
leidfijg firing? til *$ *i$ Q f twifenty*,five* Why do l*rj the 'age 
,qr?wi^ty-.Sw?T ;^e>ijl continues tNirftatse of minority for 
' eve'vaii(f leaves them pupils and ward* of Mat mfljeftv «M the 
part^^rtt all their l^fc. Inqrdqr, however, teimkb artrends r 
' "bis'tfta|5fty/Ipt fcmt be ever fa young, cWS* (b igrwrant ato-' 
: 1h{#berf£n<^> iis'fuppoied to be at : «ngh^en ertdowed whh** 
: ^oX)lratia1icy ^Bbtfv^liead arid heart, behig faiivi*i*^Wr-'^ 
*5 t#WHfe h&hfcff * proper confofV artd-t© ^ttu«p-.tt. * > 



oWs temb^&tifs 'Hhf' tfe riian W^J^^/ I , «^ 
of the.^w^*ft^rhitettdted ' his" si cau(ifi6h,;;^nd provfded 
him with fwadcHte£\ eighths. Sir, yw^i^i^n^Tfn^iej 
Princes, like other* ^rtM$, fouft be ro&e# 'jg*. tfi/y^cradles, 
and have their rirtles iiuidrpBoy horfes. IJoW^^^much Rei- 
fied upon the tBftSfWtheV wcteonce but bo^, "I.yr^j^cvdid 
90t frequently Sbiftfl^r &V itid prove'themfelvey ,$$\ oitfy ^efs 
than mrf^tetinbrft^lcMevpTis than unlyc^boys. L ' Had-thU 
bill been calculated ^ c&fjfifting their freaks agi &fierw(tl?m 
hounds, itsM^^WiAild^ r%Uonal; bec^fe^as.jhf mrtuer>ce 
of the ciWIWls^W^o itftjttf extended/they'are of all others 
*wfc«AV*«ttBr YtJ^irWy give them what epithets you 
pleafe; youmty ^alVthefrvGoVs vicegerents and vicars- gene- 
ral upon e^A.Mrries vviil not alter the nature of things.. 
They will net* t&ve lefs : *tyr&rinical and def^jic.; ^ay^the 
higher you exalrthfem.'ih^bdfe they will trample 1 upon thejr 
fubje&s. W**W this is th^ ftate of the cafe, why %*ild 1 
wonder Ihat^yott have chofen this dark and rnidn;ght hour ! far 
fo black and attroclous a deed ; This is the murderous feafoh of 
fhe rajjfhvjtod you have with propriety pitchect* ujportyrj tor 
giving a^yf t& fkstb to liberty* and for effe&xng* a purpofe much 
snore heHifli than the gunpowder-treafon. Kings, Jjords, a^d 
Jum1a^9m*yf&n\ be replaced, all blown up in the air/^^a 
rlofrct*flftkutio* who can reftore? men are the ofcpringf oft a 
/&rigtejgene*ation j but a fyfteni of wife laws i(f the Yro$ pi 

;:Ag«r- : : . . « ■•/;• , • "\ ; \ •/•: 7,;^ :i .; 

fiitiMfj IfcHesbcrt moved to adjourn;. He Wft.jfa^^ : $y 

M*v Stephen Fox, Erqj but this motion was'withdra^^^pon 
- an agreement, that ihe debate upon the principle gf th^ ; -b^l, 

ihould^oost on this day (WedneTday) upon.tht moxioa. (ijr ihe 
ofpwte'sleavingthecnair; '"'.'! . , ."l/[ eiii 

jiriThepriiteipfes which the miniftry maintained tlirofigh^it 
i^ie whole debate- and in which they were" Yupjppfte$ i^p^gar 
Tproftkatc crown lawyers, were) that although thkprerpg*fvye 
: .*r*ft undefined,' 46tb as to its power, arid, the obje^o/ife yet 

was absolutely veiled In the crown by thje conffitutlppf 4m} the 
I fflrrmwnjlaw^fth^lahdVfrom time irnrperooriaLjta tbifd^j j 

and that an^frdbrie cdhtrary to, or in defiance or" i^fppijjp in 
r ^l«peidfc^the cotnmon rights" pi. the f^e&*;w£* ac^n- 

tempt of this prerogative ; * enme at common w* } andfwas 
^P^nXfluble by fine e^i tmpnfohrhenV. / '.". V, '. : V j ^ '} v ,l 3 

On Wednesday Mareh it, upon the owfer of t)j£ dajfr - Jbpin g 
-Jtarf^fcrtfchoufeof c^^ reTolve itfeU into a ccrtqgut- 

tee of the whole houfe, on the royal marriage IjiJ, .^a kjng ;dc- 

bJtffittt^ked^"-'' ••: .•>-*-• — 'V'j -VnVr i'V-* 

T^e queftion was whether thf fpeafcer ffiould leave thVchair > 

. al ' -•".■■"'■••'•■•'•- - r " • "'-The 



The flowing Ujfji4 'of ibe^^m^fg|»jS^taier Wd 

, ^^«t»A^ ^ m, Hart joonhlr 

"* 4- JSoiU^BWIaly^* r ,.;' i | ,' i jtylr, Stanley j.*ri oas 

1 '7 iferiW&tf 7 ;" d ^ ,. ^ 1# Onflow ^ luii > 

'8 My. Htttmtfert , ! " V '«r.^x\tqffl Jft* Cavefldifli n rcs:h 

l^'Cyii BaiViT ^ j '^ . ' Y^ j^ Mr. Jenkinfon ebnuod 

-fj'-Aft. £&tfW IW! V ' , .i&jLord G. Germaine > s.b lo 
v ?ro rr. v> -r v, 1 -^-;'^' y^j Advocate of 5a»dta* r 

1 ' ' ' v' ' * - r ' r> '. °~ >! ', .19. Mr. Dowdefwell ioqu Irr 
' ' ■' 7 . - s ' : ■• - ^QfM^^l^rlWn H*w y*dT 

ii ^Mr. Cornwall' \ '.. ?2 I^INqi^ikx^ooy^S 11 *^ 
/ : : :; V ;;: '' - ,.v / '..:*& MuAtPwtfiW *£>•>$& 
1 24 WW.' Meredith 25 Mr. •X-.TP^nftcrtii^br.ow . 

S7 Sr W. Meredith, t6 36 Mr/E; jfcrji% bnjsibsid o> 
reply V 28 Mr. g r< BwM^ ?»j4ih aiiJ 

: Upon the queftion, the Noes were 64, 3nd the Jtyca *3<wia : 
; - They adjourned tjU .Fxi4«0r # i «: .- j .- an »>n ^ or<1 

^On ^Friday came on, .'at half pafl; ^^^.ck^ntwOa 
' QoWilttefc of the whole Houle the further confidtratioh jfcf 
nfee Royal marriage Bill, W elbore . Elty*, Efq ;*ia itshpX2hifif 
'^vfieftt "there were again five divifions : The iirft was?i3pon 

an amendment propofed by .Mj> ©owdefweli, talettveoutirt 
^the'fecondj page, line 20 of the Bill, the follpwi^gvworM: 
1 "1 pcrfift in' Sis ". or her refoiution • to .co^tra^ a; milage 
-ditapKx>ved of, or * differed froqij ^y, the JCii^hifciheift, 
'*& jfiteefibrsi thit dien fuch defce4d^nt.4haligiij5e,nwSWito 

his Majffty's Privy; Council ; " /mdjnftri 9 intend m oofftraft 

^k^airiage, ''&cK r: mQ^d%Tii m O^VL- give» notideritos trig 
' ^aje&y's Wtv$ Cpuucil , of his , or. . her intw*im> ? i)og*tfcfcr 

^itlHhfc name txA f addition, of the party with wbonvhe^f 
"or ffife "fliall intend to marry as,af0re&!oV<v , . . *•„ . r„ ?u\v 
: ; ^ ^tfeftibn put, tfiat the \yords, propgfed %q be lef t ouirthall 
cftfhd^i pkr$-6t t&z: motion;; Ayesjo^j; $fj9^4&s -^ ; >"' T£ 
' • fiteft>ndp3ge,. liiie t 22, anjefidme^t Mf^s proofed to4«Nre 

ftW 8 twelve/ iiid lnfert f bae.' ', , .. ^ * ^; »•> x t --i>jf 

«- ?J TrtiSr qiieftibtt r Was : then, ppf; , that &+,Av&MimAqe 

ftjind pairt o,f ^he ^rlaufe ; Ay?s 127 ;Nae8 ; 6o* > w .;».> 




odT 



MlcfitWfec&fiCHid'jaage, tine 54 amftbcrfoJl^wI^r t c ••' * 

Howfcs 6f Parliament diall before the eviration of *h^ftid 
tyi»Urft;iadndui expressly declare there Ar^pr^b}iti6n ; bffhe 
feW litftcndcd iMOTage; 1 • c . ■ "• , » *' 

-.Tift qucftion ' put, .that tfiefe w«rcb ; ftand "part bf the 

The^»»ittoe divided ;*Ayes 1^6; Nries 167. ' ' " 

2-Tlwi>daiife ; wkichtte % 

Jil-lm46lHQ6 : 9aif<fli'd^ v ^ and jnfat *• tcP '* ' 
Ai^»nwtt*aMint i prof)€rfbd to teave ouft ^ 4 o^'Jft'tfc ^Brtierh 
Kfee*h<^ <\'.«.M •. ;.-» . .' • 

wQpeibion put, that this 'word ftand part of the claufe; Ayes 

195* :Maetf itto' ' **• f . • • \ • ' : 

* . An fUWikdmeftt proposed in the fortieth line, after the 

foetid ^ or?* iiifert ^^to.' " " ' ' ,v - /l * * 

,• Queftion pttt^ that this amended claufe ftaud part of the 
BilUi ,.w, ''• ■ \ . '' " ...-:...• - -. 

:Thtr, iComm ittee* divided, Ayes 1 79 ; Noer t i 2. ' • ' * 

. MT*^lfo. reported, that the Committee had 1 gone thro 1 
th* B^U ;*te report to be rtctWcd on M6nday ihornirtg.' 

- Adjourntsd till Monday • 

t Maoism at three o* dock, Welborc EHis, Efc| ; fefcofWd 
to the Houfe the amendments of tie Committee tib tie 
Ropl/Maariage BiH, whkh were agreed to. ' v ' v : " f * 

J&cfr, Fuller. £fq ; then made a motion to i'nfctt A €ftfti&, 
th^t<he/-aA£bouhi <^%tinue in force for arid d\ifihg T 'the 
reigBt^f-Jw prefisiit* Majefty, and for three years&fWtfifc 
4 wife and no longer. But after a foort debate,' tyhidh HfM 
till paft fix o'clock the- queftion was put; that this ^rfeuTe 
be*nWe a past of -the bill, when the fioxxft dividing 't&**e 
appearedAyes 1 32, Noes 1 50 ; fo that the darfe *fes* f e}efr&l 
by a. majtoxity of -only~*&- As -Toon*' as the above - di v ifiuii 
waiver,, :sQ»eral minority came in, being locked btit^r^the 
time of tbe/divifien, which was the means of jofing ^rjfc 
clawfe. Col. Ltitterei and his father 1 divided wfqx trie 

The Speatoenon tlu* ocegfion were, M*S ' FaHeiy^M*. 
CvraoOjSirHejn^JHoiighton, Mr. Mgckworth, Mr. Ofcjgfy 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Dowdeiwell^'Coi. fiarrtf, Lo*d Nof*k : thc 
Attorney and Solicitor 'General, Mr. Dyfoh, frft r Mr. 
Cooper. • -'*^' '' . ■• • ;^ /; *- ^^ofusrf.*. 

TteJrhnife brok* up <*n Monday aia^ at ask! c 4»W(K± 
having gone thro* the report .. \ '; % vV-Ori «v!? ^ * 

. ,. And .or^T*efday in th* fioufe of CohimotB r thH bilV for 
better regulating the marriages pf thttRSoyaJ^amity? 1 *** 
is ' read 



• u «$ J) 

ead a taiFifc*ifno3>itf;*t'h«^ 
pats*} j^ay, gca^q^c^ iowK^'*h^iaira 
cJtofo s[jof<*he v lwil 4 Mr- iSWbeMgb ih p«nacoIas'ia)^.iti^«U 

of a roan". No gentleman in admin^raficm tfefamdedtaa* 
fcULb^ tr^ejj to: th£ bwkitf Numbe «, KurAtifitfioLpkjdtthe 
Houfe divided, when there appeared to be 168 for iteptf&Ag) 
1 1 s againft k, f -Sir Je^ptbvMa^bby/tmainod l»*»staft ihc 
title of jjif *g*{u*4 t^^aWtljCD^CJCteafiife^tbits oo^tehts 
by adding the^e words* VAfl A^^cfilarriDg'iittd^xtpndilig' 
the , Prerogative } ef the -Grown, o .tod Jan th*>Etwo*m£c- 
Bofent of Adultery and Fornication > u under the Pretence. 08 
i:egi|tating t/ the Marriages>of theiloyBl? Eamii)B i>utrt4H .Ww 
ebjefted to, and the latter words continue toioYatah&tittoi 
. The Royal M*rmgeBM as now paiftd our Mfryfanbful 
Commons, in the unlimited extentft was -diatom •b^^Load) 
Maasrield-; ft> that .every defccndant o£ one sour mo** >i|fekii 
ever to be lamented fovefeign George the fecond, is tilt 
vaffalage and flavery ; and the Kings of this hmitetUmonar- 
chy areerefted into family tyrants to ttfmptesiptuithe Mws 
of nature and religion* , Orte *efiauice of comiofo ftjli f&* 
mains, — the reflexion that the arbitatyia&s of a*detfpotic 
jbfenr)r were ali/epealed by his beneficent^ 4bn King E<iwird 
She $»«&«.; .-..., * ■ ■;•. 

The Royal Marriage Bill has been paffed at the eocpenc* 
ott^ Bnttifa Baronies, five Irifli ditto, one advancement 
frora ditto to anlrifli Earldom, one Blue Jtibbaa, >threfc 
JRed jonesjpne baronetage, three reverfionry pa«m&f>iatee^* 
tw«ffty £ve, thoflffctd pounds in occafionai -gratituitWfr bgfcta 
jnn^fiiei;ableprpa>ifes of lottery tickets. Into very intewftin^ 
ar^t coiiftituuonai light in .this Bill, fee* by our -worth 
.Reftf^fo^ivfcu • • :■'-.•-.'. ■.-': ::•> 

• !_ ■ ■ ! iw ' t ' .1 ! } ", ' „ ' " ' ■ " H" ' ?'i ' u ii H i f i < hH f * > < r 1 m i M i ' li i i V i iT 

Dek&* i* thtBwfi tfGQmamiiwtctrmigDr. NwdP'tftrmm 
ft/1 &< '^ y k W ^^ bam mpve«l, That the thanks of the 
; XVJ hotifewhUh had. been iprexipisately .voted tol)*. Ni&wtU 
for his fermon preached on the 30th of -January bit, might <m 
.aco$>ui\t M fomif dffettftrefimgn. be fexpMgtd from (heir 
,V€AK> .:'..•■ . } ;-•/. . '-• . ; :. ' . ; .• , ■' 

• . £j*m&& Iwmieeonded the motion. . . • v \ 
. Sir R<^er Ntf^tgate fo^ 

fuch amotion without repeating the paffager which were e*w 
Ceptidaabfo* he <k*red the gawleo»iniAvo*i*ip<>int. thcimout, 

that the houfe- might form a judgment: v ;.:«■«.;::. f 

IVk^ Boyte WdUinghampalkd the p»^ed f^rmonlBfut of his 
joek^^ifeiii^^ readil)^d^**<£f*iri^4|e 

^:-y ' ' . alluded 
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alluded to, turned over feveral leaves :. forfie of tfie memfid* 

h^q ^ near himv endeavoured to fave tfane by pointing eufc tor 
him the paflages : this producing fome coaverfafcon and joking, 
i Sir William Dolbenrdfe to order : and addreffing htmfe If 'to 
tftefpeake*, faid^** Sir, it iV very plain tome that the gentle • 
man baq neither beard nor read the fermon he has.cenfured r 
fiflce be is not able wen w*th the affiftance 6f thofe who fit 
j^rbkn to find qnttthe pafl^ges which he had been told are ex- 
ceptiprfcbte- Gentlemen ftotild not condemn updn heaffay \ 
nuich fcfttfhDuM\they venture upon fuch flight author i 7 tor 
ma^ feriousm^tiorw in the great aflenhbly ef the rtfton. Btit, 
Sir, I i^riU fkve the gentleman the trouble of finding out the 
paflages he is looking for ; and as I was the per'fon who foiovccf 
tipthaf&t for^hfrferoion, I will inform the houfe +16W that 
ha,pjpeiie3. >il n^oved the thanks of this houfe to Dr. Novell 
firhb jetmon, at the defire of your fpeakef, Who hearcf the* 
Wfllpn preached: mj motion was fecpnded by Mr. Popham, 
who bkewife heard it preached : both thefe gentlomen knew 
iv hat .they, did, a*d are equally concerned with ifiyTelf to de- 
fondand juftjfy the thanks, which have been given. Fbt my 
^wjapart I think that Dr. Nowell defer ves for his fermoh the 
thanks he has received ; and I ftall cbntinue to tMnk fa till I 
hear hotter re*i<xn urged againft it than any which have been 
hitherto produced. The paffages objected toby an honourble: 
gentleman 1 Mr. Townfend) when this matter was Jaft men- 
tioned in the houfe, were the following (here Sir &. D. rutdtbt 
fajfe & which tttmre *fyV£^jr*J~*^Now, Sir, 1 iftfift upon it that 
the&procds do not hear the conftm£tion which has been punip- 
on them »: theyftrefroper.* and well warranted both jby the 
hiftory of the times ipoken of , and by the fervice of the* chtirch 
appointed for the occafion. Sir, I muft think that the com- 
plaint againft this fermon proceeded from the- honourable gen- 
tlemanVfpleen : for, Sir, «he~ten*pcr with which he -threw the 
fermon three times on the table, declaring it ought to he burn- 
ed by the common hangman, convinced me, that at that Iho- 
m*nt at leaft his bitternds and zeal made him as defirous to burn 
the preacher as hi* ietmoa* ' ■•'•" ~ 

* Mr. Popbwn. 4i I acknowledge that I heard the fer&bfl 
preached j and I exprefled to Sit W. DoHxn my difapprbt>a- 
tion of it ; but Six William infilled that I muft have been ouf 
tafcen, and that the fermon contained none of thofe ofFe/ifiVeex- 
jMrei&ons 1 had mentioned. As Sir W. was pofttive to thee very. 
Ltttr in the fermon, I fuppofed I had been miftaken ; ^fA 
-jMelding to bis interpretation, and better meflipfjr,:! cortfeitted 
tp fecond his motion for thanks* But t have read the fetfmoa 
free H has httn^rinced, and find I have been ,mjftl#d Mr Sm 

< . v: ,.,.,.: •;, t , ■ . ; - . ' :•:•—- - • ^ffian 
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itie'^Aipp. tl&«,cv^6wKf , i ■ *.*.; -j.^o *i .* : >^!kq -*rfo mid 
isftue^^^ 



done K ;<?oududing fa% fa.rfmbmfafiick i*oUI4^*iia 
pun^cd'aria ppt J^^^ J[ ; ^fc^,a^iiti$W. Wv IWb» wtoiHP ". 
if he/int^d^^ au«bfcaft« , 

^coi^went^^rire,,!^ ; . : ;, . , r v >:;u : n i <>d ^Tuq 
Mr^oVnfend^ "^ . 

the motion of i^banfa, ,ap4 Jia* efUfaiYQut**** juffcfy <faatt$>£ 
commendVlgt^ offenfive p<JTag<js #f.di& fermon iffqa^tWcAW 
has very ijhpf operly attributed j»y cwopkittt tttijfatt tiftitaNffiiJt 
Of temper* It proceed td from: aiv^d^e^^^t^ti^f^rfflf - 
the moft mature >r)d cool cpoiUeniuoarajy^^ ; 

pfthc ^vil yyarsandthe hiftor y. of Charts tid^fi^^^^ 
riio,n that *l}e prions wha firfl: tookup.aTm&.a^i* th^^»wy^ 
were not ooly blamelefs, but prftiie .worthy. ■Had'tti tata* K^ 
misfortune to have lived when ja fti$efity Jifce -tltt* Silled W 
it, f ftouW not hav^hefiutfed to have taken arte tikeWi6> '&*# 
becauk I dp not wi& ,to foe facfa dsas r I aifc forcertfctfngtftfr 
^itra^iy ^oSrincs coatained in this ierniots heing cfcatafrgM^ 
perfuid^d tl?4t tbe encouragement of I^aiimarSlg, SihHi^ 
an j Mprttkgu^ who preached then the 6fti* d<>&rifl*&*w1tfk1# 



0f ? jpjdv^eff ]ias pow. Wived, wa$ motepefinkious 'to Oiktet 
the ^ScB, than the efforts of all Iris pcrfoa4*en<m*te*~4f h* ti*J 

^^V'V'V"'- •'• ' '' - * .\. -:..'-'-.» '•.■.>r,y.e 

^r^^ederick Moatague* 5 ' Sir, riiereproftdi winch h*§ 
^]|^^n cdft vppn the name of Maatague, tt not the-ocfefiftc* 
of niy,nUnff ft tHjs i£ W* I . feel it impqifibl t\m t ffiO«*t 
hay£ t^e : l^ft relation, to Arch, a man ; and if t had f ihtfiAi 
not! af^o^t ta de/end hk writings which I abhor. A different 
consideration lias inclined me to fpeak-onitius decafion ith4 
CleJgj* V *% , Qpqptry are Xn a very difi^-^eabte^fitvuitiotvr 
wj^jhpy, are $>&ggd to preach Lorn the?30th*qf jttiwwtfj 
I * r^hejnb^ ^wlien^ j C^rgyoua waa. rdbfed* the*, thsifrki 
of^;tpr^jV*W^^i^ preached ia the ^p*6t&^*f*i6* 

ijianks ..CQ.UjM' psnrifstfnt fpr ^.aj ..tc2i» dire &fy 0onfirt«y 

^TOrgv/d^Xl^v: iolfe>w ii« $»vice of 1fo#(£hto&MGi 
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they will not find them/elves without reproach and c^hftrm- 
on that account: -■ The conferences of the CiergvanS t^e m 
underftanding of their congregations, and the'rightVoftia- ' 
inanity bughr/ to be releived* from this infulf. " 1 the*ef of er 
giVc notice; that with trjc leav*6f this Hou^I intend to 
bring in: a bill'tb a^olWh that ; ftatufe by which our Church 
fervice is apointcd for the ^rith of Jaituar^." l - : 

Sir Roger "Newdigate : \vith extreme violence and 'heat ; 
justified both the Preacher and Charles theFiH!.' He read 
fome extract f from a Sermon by" Fleetwood ; in which ht t 
preached the ibme do&rine as DrNowell j arid yet *Sir Roger 
obfttverftharFlteetwoodtraf not a Tofy/but was peri ecuted 
afterwards by Queen Anne's Tory Adminiftratiori. Sir Rogtor ' 
however acknowledged that he could 1 not defend every * ac\ .* 
^particular 'paitVf. the conduft of Charles ; he' fai<T "he 
nruft own ■ he had <5rie fault; which was comfilyhig tocf eafily 
with the \viffies of his people: an'd he; inftahcecf tte"t^ectftion 
of Strafford whbfe warrant 'Charles figned altho* her knew 
himinnocemy Sir Roger ftid that no hiftoriah of any credit 
or abilities had ever attempted to defend the men who qpdoied ' 
Charles ; one hiftorian indeed bad endeavored todd l£b\it 
no regard waspaitfto that ffiftefy by any perfoji, as the 
author Ivas ;kh6wn to entertain * nbtions and profefs priri- 
pfes diametrically o^ofite to our Religifefl and 'Governienf. 
Sir Roger dwclrrntich onthe princdy virr/uesbf; the blefled 
Martys. he exalted his learning, jpiety&c; &c. and concluded 
by declarine'that in his opinion Charles the .Tirft as a King 
and a Gentleman polfeffed virtues which were Worthy of the" 
. imitation of any perfon in any age or Country, Sir, 
Roger moved then for the ordfcr bf the day. 

ford Folkfronefaid, hehad a ptrfonal kitowledge of Dr. 
No well, arid a great regard for him ; that he could not fiippofe 
the doctor 1iad any bad intentiqn, nor indeed did it appear that 
his expreffions went beyond thofe of the fervice' which is ap- 
pointed bylaw to be read on that day. Hfs Lordihip owned 
. that the fervice of the? day ought not to be the guide of any Eng- 
lilhmah's doftrine 5 ■became th* fervice was drawn up by Fa- 
ther Peters^ the confcfibr 6fjanies th6 fccond. 

Captain PWpps moved for the journals of the hottftttobe teid 
where Lerithall wes reprehended for faying in the houfe;of 
commgns, that they whbfirftdrew the fwortf in the late rebel-' 
lion were as guilty asthofe who cutoff the king's* head. . 
... This debate ended with reading the joiirnal. 

The queftionteing put for thfe order of theday 1 , the fptaker 
, impartially declared that the Ayes had it ; but Upon a divifioh it 
appeared that the No's had it by 151 to 41. 

Mr 
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^fr. tVaifing^am's potion to expunge tht thanks was then 
rcptwed, , \\ ; < • 

.Mr. Sawbridge. " Sir,, it will oot be injagined that. I rife 
to oppofc the prefent rnoxion, nor does it appear to want any 
fupport, the fenfe of th$houfe being fufficiemly xfec}>redby tfie 

' diyifibh we have juft fcen, bat I. am cpUcd upon l?y(bme ex- 
preflioqs thjt fell froigrorie o( the gentleman in the Ijaft Rebate. 
He has pafTedhis judgment very peremptorily upon hiftorians, 
and fhetr principles ; and it fe-Xruie that if taryifm be the con* 
ftltution of ourchutch and ftaie> tbofc jwhomhe jjias centred 

' have defci ved c^nfure. If d^powrn /£? Jhe jfuik slaim of an 
EngUfli king, the "geritjem^ his faint is 

.jtiffiy canonized.: JHe has talked much of the virtue^ the great 
amiable qualities 0/ Charles the firft t whoirtyec ^he^as JE&ufcfcd 

"tb He a" tyrant and a traitor ; to which amiable virtues I atjjJ, v 
"that he Was alfp a 1 van His {njuflice and; treachery *|hj^S?ntle- 
man has inftanced by'acknpwled^in^that hefentenced to death 
his faithful fervant whor^jt^V^ion6cenc < e.hc;nqvpt' dpubt^d. 

' And it is notorious that this virtuous., k'u^ would never have 
died upon a fcaffoloV if beftdesa .whole r^gr\ of cruelty and op[- 

* predion be had not;likewife been found to be a, lyar^convjc^. 
'Hid not hi s letters jbeeri interpef^ted by which he declared (ev^n 
."at ftCtirfteofhism<^ -never meant 

Co. Q&fckin the. prpmiies Be made xo.Wpeople ; . had rjqt thefe 

letters b^en intereeptied^ja^r^ifcendeiitizaft of. edifying jufiifre 

•had rnifcarried, ancf Charles wQuld jVever, have been brought to 

'theblpck. I am fprry fir, .thajths reverend preacher can find 

\ one /advocate in thi$ hpufc to join- *#t|*- f ' him; ui , recommending 

i the virtuies of tyranny, treachery and falfehopd to his 2>refent 

* majifty for immitauon^' Sr thexh^fii^ucerncntpc) the.preacti- 

1 et for wKhing his .Majefty. to copy c^ofely the Melted Martyrs* * 

fc&'rripfe*i$*^^ j&atcan be urged ^gairjft 

1 t^prelent'motipn ;-T-he ttnfu>^of:jhR Houfe of . Commons up- 

^ c# MalAwaring* $r. ' Kqw^V P r^p^>r r tyr ^he fame uoct- 

rine, produded to that preacher a Bifliippric j, the doctor hoges 

and Hear that our oenfure m\\ have fhe fame fuqeefs. '* 

Sir William Dolben rofe pidy.jte fay that, whaieycx others 
iftigjit haVe acknowledged,, }ie J Sir W . ) x n?ycx t h*d } and never 
; WoUid cohf^^at Cr^yfethe Ffrjl m»sJH Tyrant j op thp corj- 
tracjtbkthe cornered '^ fpr 

'Realty* fie sM^jJttotiftiw^ 

du^ ar\error o£%muii&yor cy fi i*;Kjng waaliQt50.be count- 
ed Tyranny, . . # / 

t Tfc* queftipn was then pui tpc$jpun& At &wk« »4 w* s , 
'fttfrjW without adiyjfioii.. , ': , %t . .. - , ; 

.*: L 1.".2 ' " ;"• -■ 



■ c . .. Immriif^gfa oftheHajsfe of Coapnon^tbe 

^Art^y if the fiubiic * /» ^rw/* yj hfrftw '* performance* was 

\gXeptly qecited. The Sermon was tn today or two not to be fought 

^py : where 9 ewng-\*ith§Tt4>tbe gredt demand for it) ir % as it has 

*fye*J^glyjfcfpe£kdi'to /Ar ; JplMRir^r ltozvJ!^y«r/^r^&f ^/f^'^^ 

\ptbticaUon of it, and having tiybimf elf and agents bought up 0t%at 

., were* in the BobkfeRersftnps, the latter cdnjetlur* is probable qs the 

.- fulii/ber* an application Uthem\ insinuated that the Jermon was out. 

of print ; and they believed would not f>e reprint id. ^hus % fnali 

peccability, fvouhhfih precidus morfcl ttfYoty Eloquence have been 

tut UttUknewni had not a patriot;e" Member, caufed it at his 

\mtinexpence ^ *f r^»^' /^^^ t^M/ww itiiical remarks in 

it^Tbispublhatitmnfay^ now be had of any of the jfoohfeUefs in 

. Paternefter Ram. v ♦ ^ ..,•'.,•.. 

W» y r " f m i ft w w i j i < m n\ > \ '*'V i 1 ' '" ■ „ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■' ' ' 7' >,V""" " * ". ' ""{ 

ifcbfft&tf* A&v Sawfridge? s fylotiori in ttiHoufeof Commons 
forleapet* firing** \a 'Bill to jhorttn the 'Duration of Parliament* 
'? m .. ; :-• ■ * ' * •* '" Mjv Sawbridge. " ' / c t 

'ClV/fR* Speaker; The'niqtion lam noto going. tb. make is 
• V? :5>«crfHy ** c f*P* c '** #*** which I made in this Houfe 
laii year.: J My'owti want 6f health, ahd fome other reafor*s* 
./delayftHt foiatevin the fe^l&nlaft'y fear, that I was conftraiij- 
f cd ttvmajceit then ia fc very thin Hpiiie : to prevent afimj- 
lar fmiatkm this yeaiy I took tfielibeVty to defire a cafl ,q{ 
-ithe Houfe : notwithstanding wtiich epll, 1 atn concerned to 
.fee a queftion of ixich great national jfippdrtahce fb poorly 
3tte/idpd by the members, lean pretty tfelf underftaad "the 
**hea»ifeg6f thi$ inattention : the miniTOri^gdnriemeh^wIi|o 
are liberally paid For oppttfing every irieafure that would lje 
beneficial, to the people/ think' it fufficient (Becavfe it rwijl 
earn their wages) if they tome here loon enough to giije 
their votes againft it; I wilt not, Sir, take up your tune 
;by apologies for mf own inadequate abilities ; \$t thofe wl\o 
have greater, apologize that fiich taflc ii left to me *: however, 
1 will leffen mat objection, by Hating what I hav^ tg fay 
asconcifely as poffiHe. K ' v "' ,% *\ *'*'",'', " f / 4 . \ 

<V That legal, equal, and free fyftem of , gQvprn'inenK 
which is ehher our conftitution or its foundation,' was firp 
Introduced into this kingdom by the Saxons. It was a lead- 
ing principle with them, that ' where ver'an officer, whq w^s 
inttufted with powers could by the al)ufe of that power, 
prejudice the people, M that officer was 'eleftive ; ' arid thoft e- 
Jeftions were at leaft annual,if liot more frequent. WK^h fiie 
Heptarchy was reduced to a Monarchy under Alfred, '^11 the 
Saxon laws and' cuftoms were recognized, and 'tin zSt ( yras 
inade, that a parliament fhould be hdd twice a year at leaf!, 
t- L< ^ - i • — ■■ • ■•• - ^ •-«■■ . la 
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n the timfr of Edgar the fame ftatutc was rc-eftaftta ; and 
ijthis fy£era was religiouily adhered- to tilf the Norman cbV 
<[*ieft. At that period a vicJerit ftock was given to our ex- 
cellent conftitution; that legal, equal, and free form of &6*- ^ 
yenjme;nt,. which' had been enjoyed in this nation foir five 
hundred years, gave plaGe to a monarchical tyranny*./ The 
common law of England w^ in part alx4iflie^; araf the 
civil la\V, whichhad. prevailed in Nontandyj introduced m 
a great roeafurt in. its. ftead. • - -• 

^om this time all w^s ina^ fcene of confufion ; £e*prtual 
civil wars between king aqd people; -the kingr endeavouring 
to eftablifli an abfblute power^ a^d Ae people to rtftefe 
* their laws and Jiberty* In thefe contefty the people aimbft 
always prevailed; in confequence of which the Krngsas 
often engaged foleranly to reftore theantient e onft i tutip O; . 
tliefe" folemn engagements they fteve¥> bat <as fkt'&sfkty 
'deft compelled, obferved ; at lett^h d^ people, WeaKed 
axki t>y royal treachery, and- not chafing anv longer to truft 
the^ kingly promises, compelled KiiYg John, whom they ' 
hafdiiT their power, to fign- the Great Charter ijn that 
charter it is ftipulated, ] that parliaments fhall be trtoYedL 
And accordingly (King John dying immediaftely aftet this 
IHpulatiqn) a parliament was called under his ittetdJSr ; j 
but, no truly cohftitutional parliament was held tiM *the *eign 
of Edward the Third. In his reign; an a& was patfetf 
that a parliament {hould be held oriee a year, o* oftner if 
ncceffafy., Th?£ king reigned fifty years, and we have an 
account of .fif^y-fovMrnParUatsaents during th^t period ; fb 
tKat it does, bo appear that he himfelf kept ftri^bly his own 
law of hotding a Farliamant once every yoat: however, df 
this we are (\xtc 9 that no parliament continued longer thah 
<m£ yean:. We do not meet *rith r any long-parliaments'till 
, the' rti^ii of Henry VJIL thatJting, 1 believe ev&n in thefc 
tiaies ? and even: by this Houfe of : Corinfeons, will be a?- 
lowed to hatf^: beeyi a ^tyrant* ] Having Attempted ifcany 
wicked meafures which he could, not cari'y to the xrtmoft of 
his wifhef .with parliament he determined to try what he 
could do without parliament ; aiid for that rekfon, during 
fame years of his reign, called no parliament. At length 
hdwever, having morp fcheuae* againft the constitution, 
-*o which he thought it advifeabfe to give die colour of law, 
be employed his mipifters and creansmfes toattertipt^o get 
a parlumepf returned*, whipfc would be entir&y' ft*Wef*& 
ent tp his will. ./In tpk, has luceefs wastcjmal to his'rtrolt 
fanguine witbes^ for to that parliameot were rfetiifTiW a 
gr^ajt xlumbet >of l£i»g> friwfck By .mcuiro^^thofehll 
'.*... "'".■:. -.:.-. ...:...'.•' ' friends 
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*frtcrt(I$ r jGa&ng vUim^lf able to carry his w^rft purpofes, 

* hi was \jh 00 hqrry to p^rt witli fuch a parliament: he 

therefore, continued them J>y prorogation ieren.ycari-; till at 

length either, afhamcc) %f what they had done, or apfrasd of 

' ..what jtliey, jgight-fi^er,. foLthernielyes petition; to be dfr- 

'fcuvjdl .puqh w^s t^ honourable example of the firftfep- 
teiwalpariiametit, whjph.w** ready to aj/provc and iin&ify 
any bloody or deteftabic aft 0f tms flagitioys tytant. Tke 
n$X& parliament, whiclHJat.Yor any coafiderabteJengtb of 
timei was the long parljajneut \ma^Cferic$*iie : Firlt. Of 
their proceedings, rhefrptfuonsof- mafrkiixd are .various; for 

^y own.parj:, I do r not,by^nyjmeans intehd ioxenfure their 
conduft npon tte, whofe,/^c to defend fr«^ry 6ne>f. their 

^rbeafures. The. iecotfd Wg 4 paritdmentwas that under 

*CHarles t}ie Secpnd ; which^beforc men had feen the pre- 
. Yent) \yas, by way Of diftiuftiob, reproachfully called the 

^yehnpneS garliarnent. It is iiotorioias of thisparliament^ 

fth^t wjapnany fcandalou$ Royal meafurc had" Beeii carried 
in- th jjt Hpu^e of * Coifctaotts, ♦ the ftnembcrswtre rnyhed .to 
dirirjer^j and found under their rtfpeftive < plates, the iums 
which each manVprOfUturion was proportional thought 

.to de£crve, 

' u To fprnedy this ■? evil of- corruption, foon sifter the rt- 

» volution a triennial bill : was prdpofcd. The meafure ftre* 

•guently n^ifGarried. It ohce : pafled both.Houies, but Kiag 
wit&mxefi&d'. his affent : -however thei patriots of thofe 

' day q were notcafily diiceuraged ; $hey were tot diimayed 
by v their defeats, but increaftd theirardor in proportion to 

-the occafion for it ; they prefevercd, and, at leagth, in 1694, 
the triennial bill patTed, -and -became -a law* Agahrft that 
law, however, fome-of *&& worthies of that* age proteftedC: 

Sricl their, pioteft wfcs 4& : the- following wordsi*-**' «Wo-do 
Iffcnt from this «vote.; feecftufe .it tendeth to the xomifcu- 
ance of the pr^fent, parliament -longer dham as<We appre- 
hend, is Agreeable jo AerCbnfBtutiion of/F.ng^ind; M «-^TwQ 
years after the accefften 6f ill e Haul e of Hanover, the ftp- 
tennial bill paftod. -The;beft^method of knowing the .mo- 
tives of thofe, people < who 4iitro4uq?di and &ppttttd*his 
nic&afure, is to eolleft theargwments they ufedin its favour 
'at the time the queft ion /was agitdted : ^ the onlyreafon pre- 
tended, was, that t&re Had wen a rebellion thq'y^ar* b©» 
iorc % and that they Were • apjparehenfive^ if the parliament 
did jjiot fit beyond its ufuat time, theyt flipMld w' foiftrat- 
cd in the ^r€;at meaiure *which they had at hearty namely 
^thc fettling of the.prefent, famriy on the thraiw* I am iu 
iny^owa mind convinced that the reafon given was their 

trite 
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true reafon t I have fo hi{^*an. opinion r of thjpfe men that. 
I * cannot', bring myftlf to. think,, that if they h^fotcfiSn ". 
the milefciefs - Coniequent to that law, if they could" Have ] 
imaginettthe fliariietefs corruption andproftitutronSvluch we ^ 
Set at. this: day," I cannot imagine tiiey. would eyerhayeiu^- j 
fcrcd,' hmch 1 le& promoted the fatal Septennial BilK" Pf6m. 
that moment to this hour a general fyftem of corruption '&nd^ 
venality ha6 prevailed in this 1 Affembly ; and men* ef^&edP 
into this Houie, no longer cqnfider themfelves as rqprefea- " 
tatives of th« people, but as perfotp who have ptirchafetf a ^ 
beneficial leafe ; which they are by aH, and by any means* 
to turn moft to their own Wvanthge. That thjs> "Sir,, in ^ 
our prefentfituatioii is abundantly proved by the experi- 
ence -of every day/ Sir A vou iiaVe felefttfy ttkdttf 4 11 that ^ 
chair more fhao one Memoer of this Houie dare roaffm,^ 
that their conftkuent* have rio right' to inftru'ft'tK^mi^ and' 
that they do not Jh-ink themfeives r ttrider any otfligitSrijn'-toJ 
obey 1 the ; inftruSion ol thofc who fent them Uther^SpJ; 
if,, any .further argument w^wasttlng toMuftifymy .motion"' 
for leave to bring m a bill to ihorten the duration ofparifa- 
riient, his Majesty- himfelf-h^snipft g^acioufty jbfeeh pleated*^ 
to finrnhlk tfce ihongeft in its favour i l mean tlie^ftyfcr^ 
whiadi he . has . bten advifed to give to. the* petition 'o^jfo/jT 
thaufsndekthrs of England, yrtio havfe : petitidnediitrfi*For a^ 
diftolution of this Parliament; their petitions,. Sir fet foitb^ 
that thigHoule of Commons has violated the right of £lec-' 
tibtt ^ atod that their conftttuents 1 have no farther confidence^ 
in them, but difdahn both them And their . procee3in^s^ 
To all thefe petitions, except one, fyis : Majeftj^has : 'beeh w 
fttent, difdaining even-to anfwer to/hts fu.hje&s; rjo^nre : of T ; 
them indeed he wfes conftptlncd to reply,: and therefore his' 
anfwer t»itlic City of London mu,ft be confidereo* ^sthean- 
fwerto them dlL He tells them, mocking ^theft diitim^ 
expreffibns, that,: c < he fhpuld ill" discharge tfe duty Wi; 
father t$ bis f*9pk\f he made fo im jo^ftitatiopid a/ qfe of hif 
prerogative to diffolve his parliament, at .the rgcmgft of' the* 
eteftors, who ftat$ that*they ijrenot their repne^tktivesj ' 
I mall takeicave to tell you what his Maj?ft)f has bVbnad< 
vtfted- to'thinJc ar£ constitutional and proper, uYcV of* his ^ pire-/ 
gative, It is a«oftftitutional.ufe,' it'4eems?yof ;hfs jrtcfrp-' 
gative, to iflue an illegal proclamation.- It is^a : ecn'miufi- 
onal ufeof his prerogative, t;q gi:ant ^ noli prof:quu\s\itti a 
grand jury finds bill* of ^ndtftment for bVeachfts df tile peace. 
It is a conftitutional ufe of his prerogative to appoint to offices 
of great public troft, Pefi/b recufants incapacitated by law. 
It is ar constitutional ufe of his prerogative, to dire&iiis 

trqops 
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troops wwtoxfly to butcher his helplefs unarmed fubje&s ; to 
fupport, defend, and reward fuch as were moil a&ive in that . 
butchery, and to return formal public thanks to them aUfcnr 
their alacrity in deftroying thofe by whofe hpneft induftry 
both he and they are fed* It is a conttitutional and an honeft 
iifc of his prerogative, to order for execution mhguided poor 
tx^cn, who were couvifted upon a furreptitiotas rider of an 
unneafonable penal ftatute ; notwithstanding the whole cburt 
before whom they were tried, joined in reprefeTating to him 
that they did not believe the parties guilty, and recommended 
them as proper obje&s of his mercy* It is a conftituti r 
ohal ufeof his prerogative to pardon malefaftors, convifted . 
on the common law of England, of the moft attfocious and 
aggravated murders; notwithftanding the Judges before 
whom they were tried, reprefented to himj that they were 
convifted by the cleareft evidence, and were by no means 
proper objects of his royal mercy. It is a conftitutional ufe 
of his prerogative to prorogue ararliament in a fifter king* 
dom, when regulations wereto be made without which their 
manufactures could not be carried on, and when none of 
the private bufihefs for the advantage of the country was 
finished; merely becaufe they afted as the real reprefen- 
tatives of people, and would not lend themftlves to fupport 
the pernicious meafures of the crown. It is a conftituti- 
ohal ttfe of his prerogative to diflblve thd American af- 
femblies (though not requefted by the Eleftors) becaufe 
they would infift on preferving the rights of their con- 
ftituents, and would not become the creatures of th* 
royal governors.—- r-Such, and many more fuch, are the 
ufea which, his, Majetty has been perfuaded to make of his 
prerogative. Both the ufes which he has made, and the 
ufes which he has not made of his prerogative, added tt> 
the abufes of his parliament are incontestable reafons for 
my motion. This, Sir, is all I (hall at prefent fay upon 
the queftion: If any objection ftiall be made, or ar- 
gument tdjged againft it, I refervc myfelf to anfwer 
them as well as I am able. I will not therefore now 
take up more, of your. time, but conclude with a mo- 
tion that leaye be given to bring in a bill, to fbertea 
the prafcnt duration of parliaments," 

[Th rmainJkr *f this Dtbatt intur ntxt>\ 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 
S I R, 

THE Royal Marriage- Aft has at length, I find* taken 
place, notwithstanding the ftrenuous oppofition 
made to it froma variety of motives. I do not in the main 
find fault with it, the notion being quite natural to all pa- 
rents to have it in their power to difpofe of their Children 
in Marriage ; and much more is it fo to Kings, who by ha- 
ving the fucceflion in rightful heirs to make provifions for, 
cannot be too follicitous that nothing in their marriage -con- 
nexions fhould derogate from family-dignity, and the hon- 
our of the nation. - 

Thus far this aft may be culculated for good ptarpofes ; 
but I think, and ihall always think, that in a goverment, 
fuch as ours, it is throwing too much into the fcale of roy- 
alty, to veit a King with focfe powers, as we are not 
10 Mm fufficiently 
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Yufficicritly apprized, and may nev£r fathom, what views he 
he may have, and what attempts he may make, to alter 
the fuccflion at difcretion. It would have been therefore 
more eligible to have left this difcretionary power in the 
hands of the Parliament, with this claufe, that as by the 
laws of God and confeience, nothing ought to be fo 
free as marriag;e-contra<3s, fo any of the Royal family 
might marry with wham they pteafed, and with full and 
uncontroled liberty in their choice ; but mould not be 
provided for by the ftate, without previoufly confulting 
the national wifdom in Parliament, and obtaining its con* 
feut. This is putting a Britifh Royal Family, as is rational 
it mould, on the footing of the children of the common- 
wealth, to be honourably dealt with, if found obedient to 
her directions, but punifliablc by fuch mark of difgrace 
if contrary to admonition, they abided, by the fuggeftions 
of their own will. The iflue too of fuch marriages may be 
incapacitated to fucceed to the crown. 

The marriages of Englifh Princes of the blood royal, 
ought therefore to be contracted with liberty, becaufe it is 
of the effence of marriage to be free; but in confequence of 
fuch regulation of parliament for national advice and appro- 
bation, it cannot be faid that this liberty confifts in the 
, power of marrying with whom the fallies of paffion may 
prompt them, on the conditions, and in the time, that may 
feem agreeable to their fancies. Liberty in general, fays, 
Ulpian, confifts in nothing elfe, but the power of doing what 
the laws permit ; ajid fpeaking particularly of marriage, he 
fays, that this liberty is grounded on the power of contract- 
ing* it after the manner that the laws give leave. The 
ancient juvifprudence acknowledged no marriages to be 
lawful, but thofe which were conformable to the laws 
of the ftate ; and here we muft place a diftin&ion between 
the legalty and validity of marriage. The validity of mar- 
riage is fo at the bar of confeience, and before God : no hu- 
man laws can deftroy its obligation ; neither can their 
force extend farther than to pains and penalties. A clande - 
ftine marriage within the realm of England is not legal by 
the marriage ac>, but it is not the lefs valid and obligatory 
in confeience before God for being clandeftine. This is a 
point of view we muft not lofc fight of. Civil liberty holds the 
middle between two extremities, which are, fervitude* and an 
absolute licence for doing whatever one plcafes. In this fituation 
it can neither be the one, nor the other ; becaufe this nor be- 
ing in the abfolute dependance of fcrvitude , it has never the 

lefs 
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fiefs received from laws ether bounds than lie at its own dif- 
cretion ; whence it rauft confift in the licence of doing that 
which the laws permit. 

In moft of the arbitary Courts of Europe, the marriages 
of the Royal and Princely children are not free. In France, 
the Princes of the blood are prohibited, by a fundamental law of 
the ftate from marrying without the leave of the King, and 
never have the liberty of cottfrafting marriage of their own 
authority. We fhould be apt to conclude from a regulation of 
this kind, that the contrails of thofe, who are fo far incapaci- 
tated from being mailers of themfelves, are of no validity, if 
not authorized by the King, on whom they depend. But 
where (hall we find a reafon for this ? we cannot fay but that 
thefe contrafts are entered into willingly, as otherwife they 
could not be called contrafts ; and this is fo evident that it is 
impoffible to difavow it : yet it is true, that they are not enga- 
ged in according to the prefcript of civil liberty, I mean that, 
which is regulated by the laws, which gives them full force 
both as to legality and validity: For if validity was alfq deftroyed 
by the prefcript of civil liberty, of courfe that ufage muft be 
annihilated in like manner, tho' founded on a rule of right, 
which fays, '« That what belongs to us, cannot be taken from 
us without our confent." 

It muft therefore be abfurd, to think, that any human law 
can fuperfede the law of God, and of confeience ; or that it can 
be fuppofed, that a man confentingto marry without the" con- 
dition of civil liberty, has not the power of difpofing of him- 
felf by reafon of his dependance on a fuperior power, and in 
confequenceof this dependance has no manner of power over 
himfeif, and cannot take to himfelf a woman in marriage. 

The perfon, whom this aft was apparently intended to affeft 
is not within the letter- of it, his marriage being both legal and 
valid ; legal, as not comprehended in the latt marriage aft, 
and valid, as he indifputably had the power of difpoiing of 
himfelf in marriage. It feems therefore after all that nothing 
more has been done by the whole procedure, than to open 
wider the breach, and fow diffenfions in the ftate by perpe- 
tuating a coldnefs and mifunderftanding between the branches 
oi the royal family. It often happens that the indifcretions of 
youth are attended with lucid intervals, and fome of thefe fo 
permanent, that wifdom takes the place of folly ; and he, who 
had been held out as an objeft of ridicule to the people be* 
comes infenfibly their idol, when experience has at length 
convinced them, that he is totally reclaimed, and invariably 
p.urfues good courfes. 

M m 2 Whence 
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Whence this political reflection will have its ufe, that 
the minifter who fhould attempt to ingage in great dtfigns 
abroad, ought firft toconfiderif all at home be right, no caufes 
of animofity fubfifting in the ftate, no mifunderftanding between 
the branches of the royal family. The union of the principal 
qualities is what preserves our bodies in a proper degree of 
health. Encroachments of all kinds area violation of natural 
juflice 5 they break the union of minds, and minds being once? 
difunited, trouble and confufion muft enfue. Who is ignorant 
that the union of the governing powers in a kingdom* and 
particularly that of the royal family, is themoft affured foun- 
dation of peace and felicity to the fubjeit ? They cannot be dif- 
united from the fovereign, and none of them can attempt to en- 
terprize any thing againft his authority , without breaking 
through the laws of juftice, and breaking likewife their own 
union, which muft expofe the flate to great calamities. This 
thought is of Micipfa in Saluft. And Cyrus inftrucYmg his fon 
Cambyfes, gave him for advice, to maintain the harmony of 
friendfhip with his kindred, and even to grant them advantages 
fufficient to cbntent them, as fo doing mould make him beloved 
by his fubje&s, who never imagine a Prince capable of friend - 
(hip, that does not love thole of his blood. This confideration 
may be the more important, as Tacitus fays, that it is ufual 
with the People, to entertain a particular affe&ion for the 
Prince's relations, when they fee them hated by him without 
reafon, giving an inftance of the love the Romans bore to Ger- 
manicus, which increafed in proportion to Tiberius's hatred of 
Kim : For it is evident that this particular affecT:ion of the peo- 
ple, would put great advantages in their power for difturbing 
the ftate, and might fupport them in cafe of a revolt. And 
as it can hardly happen that the fovereign ? s relations may re* 
main unappointed, and without departments to direft in the 
ftate, how (hall they acquit themfelves of their duty, if fuftered 
to live at variance with him, and to engage in parties and 
cabals to his prejudice ? would not this be evidently expofing 
him to the danger of civil wars, of which we have but too 
many examples in our hiftory ? 

The Torment of KINGS. 
A King died without leaving behind him an heir, and by his 
•**■ will gave away the Crown to him who after his death 
fliould fir ft enter the city of his refidence. A poor labouring man 
appeared at the gates when the King had expired, and was in- 
itantly crowned. He had inteftine and foreign wars to fuftain, 
commerce to revive, taxes to leffen, arts to make flourifli, fubfift- 

ance 
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ancc of his people to provide for. 'He learned to put things in a 
fhort time on a good footing, becaufe he had common feme ; and 
fucceeded in all, becaufe he fincerely wiihed to do good ; but 
he was full of cares and overwhelmed with uneafinefs. An 
inhabitant of his village came to fee him, and faid : Thanks 
be to the All-powerful God, with whom nothing can compare 
who has raifed you to fo a high degree of glory and power ! 
Ah ! friend, faid the king, inftead of thanking God, afk him to 

five me courage and patience, pity inftead of felicitating me : 
n rnv former itate, I only fuffered by my own wants ; but now 
I fuffer by the wants of every one of my fubje&s. 

To the Printer of the Polttical Regifter. 
S I R, 

NO T H I N G for fome time paft has (hocked me fo 
much, as an account I lately read in Bingley's Jour- 
nal of the manner of fpending life and killing time, which 
has been adopted as fomething fuperlatively exquifite at 
Buckingham-houfe. I cannot think that there is any truth 
in the narrative, and that it muft therefore proceed from 
malevolence ; for who could imagine that a plan fo abfurd^ 
fo favouring of folly fhould be fo almoft invariably pur- 
fued by rational beings, forbid it decency ! Forbid it wif- 
dom ! Forbid it Majefty ; I wifh never to hear more of it. If 
the cafe, however, might be fo, we have juft reafon to lament 
over human nature which is prone to take to bad ways, when 
unaflifted by lights thrown round it from proper education. 
If therefore you think, Sir, that the inclofed letter from one 
friend to another, On the Education of Children , and particu- 
larly that of Princes , would prove entertaining in your re- 
gifter, it is at your fervice from your conftant reader and 
correfpondent, Y. Z. 

Dear Sir, 
T AM fo perfuaded that a good education is of all means that 
"■■ which contributes moftto the well-being of human, na- 
ture, that I cannot help admiring the inftitutes you are en- 
deavouring to train up your fon in. 

Far from convincing the world that you had any thoughts, 
according to the prefent mode, of making him acquire quali- 
fications more flalhy, rather than juft; of giving him a turn 
for external politenefs rather than fentimental impreffions ; 
of teaching him the world, rather than making provifions 
for the fecurity of his modefty and virtue; you on the con- 
trary exert yourfelf from the idea of excellent models, to 
make him as perfect as nature herfelf raay require. 
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I fay nature; for if it be true what Roufleau fays, that na- 
ture made us for living, in a ftate of feparation from one a- 
nother, all our care would then be to no purpofe. In that fi- 
tuation, inftinfl: alone would be fufficient, and we mould be 
the more happy, as regardlefs of our like, we would 
£bew lei's attention to them, and retain more affeftion for 
ourfelve*. 

But even in thatftate, as being immerfed in idlener and 
addi&cd to maleficence we, mould be a greater nuifance to 
tfce earth we lived on, than the moft favage beafts; and our 
ftupid exiftence would be as fatal to our fellow-creatures,as 
theirs would be tc us by a like excefs of pride and brutality. 

It cannot indeed be fo; for deftined to live in fociety, I 
mean to form a community of our abilities and talents; re- 
duced to borrow helps that are wanted to us ; obliged, for 
our own intereft to make a return of thofe we have received: 
Beings, in (hort, neceflarily dependant on each other, we 
ihmd in need of fentiments to unite us; and thefe fenti- 
ments which nature infpires us with, good education muft 
caufe to faring up, muft depurate, and nurture. 

There is nothing but the good ufe of wit and knowledge 
that Can compenfate the trouble we take in acquiring them; 
and indeed it would be of little Cgnificancy to attain de- 
grees of knowledge furpaffing thofe of other men, if we 
had not learned by education the art of living with them, 
and by mutual fefrvices, the fecret of attracting their love 
and efteenu 

As long as the worM fubfifts we fliall ever meet with jea- 
loufy, hatred, injuftice, fraud, revenge, treachery, as fo 
many obftacles to the union of hearts; yet will not good 
education blunt in a great meafure the edge of their malig- 
nity, and after all our reflexions on the ways to happinefs, 
fliall we be able to find any other, than that pointed out to 
us by gaining the efteem and friendfliip of men? It is this 
precious felicity, efpecially to a well inftrufted mind, that 
can induce it to make a facrifice of glory, fo it can but re- 
tain honour; and this felicity is not the efFeft of o>nftitu- 
tion, the work of reafon, the appendage of dignities, the 
advantage of riches. In vain fliall we leek it in ourfelves; 
it is in the hands of our like, it is from them we muft expeft 
it; we can do nothing but deferve it. But howotherwife 
ihall we deferve it unlefs it be by a£b of beneficence, by 
unaffected politenefs, by fincerity in dealing, by undifgui- 
fed integrity, and by as many marks of efteem as we fhould 
iefire a return of? 

If 
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If this be the ftate of the cafe, as in fa& it is, it will hf 
loving ourfelves truly, to love others, who are only- 
capable of making an eftimate of our talents and our vir-r 
tues, the only whofe fuffrages recompenfe and fupport 
merit, the only authors of the happinefs which flatters us 
moft, and which it interefts us molt to poffefs. 

I aik what would become of our moft eftimable qualities, 
if there were none who fliould think it worth their while to 
efteem them. Shut up within our own hearts, where they 
would be to ourfelves only a fubjeft of complacency, they 
muft foon lofe all their value ; or they would turn out an 
obje& of indifference, and then nothing could induce us to 
fupport them. In the firft cafe, our pride, if it was known, 
would draw upon us nothing but hatred. In the fecond, our 
indolent coldnefs would draw upon us nothing but con- 
tempt. In both cafes, all meritwould be quickly annihilated. 
' It is therefore true that we owe to thofe whofe efteem we 
feek, that which contributes moft to our perfection; and 
thence I infer that we cannot too much infpire young peo- 
ple with the love of that efteem. It is in reality the leaft 
frivolous and moft flattering happinefs; and to defire that 
happinefs, is not indeed a virtue, but a fort of neceflity, 
which the welfare of human, beings, and nature herfelfim- 
pofe on us. 

It is an indubitable fad that this defire excites and gives 
life to the leaft talents, and enriches fociety with all the de- 
grees of merit which wouM have been loft to it, whether a 
daftardlv indolence fhould keep them buried, or proud timidity 
could not prevail upon itfelf to produce them, or a ridiculous 
modefty had made them prove abortive. 

We fhould therefore be far from neglecting to give mankind 
an early knowledge of the importance of this love of confide- 
ration, the fource, or at leaft the fupport of our virtues, it be- 
ing equally ufeful and neceffary to make young princes fenfible 
of it, notwithftanding their elevated condition of life. 

It is however certain that this love, which carries us fo pow- 
erfully to all that may be capable of raifmg the dignity of our 
nature, makes commonly but languid impreflions on men born 
in the affluence of all things, and who for the moft part, hav- 
ing no wiibes to form, and being able at pleafure to realize, or 
render fruitlefs thofe formed within their dominions, expect 
nothing from other men but fubmiffion and refpect. 

But if we look Co the order of providence, and confider 
that this world is governed by confummate wifdom, we have 
reafon to require, if not a per feci: image, at leaft one that may 
bear feme refemblance to it, in the government of the people 

com- 
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ibmmitted to the care of princes, whom we fuppofe com- 
ntffioned to aft as God's vicegerents upon earth. The whole 
education of a prince fhould therefore be direfted to the pur- 
pofes of wife government. He fhould be particularly intelli- 
gerrtin the hiftory, laws, ufages, and cuftom of the countries, 
and his mind fhould be adorned with all ufeful fcience, that 
feeing all with his own eyes, and undcrftanding all with his 
own mind, he may be able to judge between God and his Peo- 
ple. Thus it is that he* will find himfelf, in confequence of 
the power he is vefted with, holding to other men by an infi- 
nity of duties, and that if fortune has nothing to offer him 
which he has not received from birth, there remains fomething 
more great arid more happy to be defired by him, I mean the 
love of his people on account of his wife and virtuous admi- 
niftratton, and particularly that fort of love, which efteem is 
creative of, and which becomes ftronger and more cffe&ual 
than duty. Pueri ludentes> Rex eri^ inquiunt 9 Si refte facias. 

Yet how much is to be lamented, notwithftahding all its 
external brilliancy, the conditions of Kings! Brought up in 
the center of paffions, it is almoft impoffible for them to guard 
againft them, and they are fcarce fufrered to perceive the dan- 
ger of thofe to which they have the misfortune to deliver them- 
felves up. Seldom difturbed by reproaches, or even by ad- 
vice, feldom checked by any obftacle, their paffions, at length 
become as arbitrary as themfelves ; and be they what they 
may, whether vicious purfuits, cr frivolous amufements, they 
are fure of finding fycophants torefpe&, applaud, indulge, and 
even juftify them. 

How many courtiers are there who not able to exift bu,t by the 
weaknefs of their matter, are in dread 'of his virtues as much as 
a difgrace ; and who inceflantly induftrious to nurture in his 
heart the perverfe propenfities they have planted in it, make a 
traffick of his glory, and enrich themfelves at the expence of 
of his indifference for maintaining it. 

There is nothing but the defire of being beloved which can 
fecure a prince from the fatal fnares which encompafs him on 
all fides. To make him therefore fenfible of the value of that 
love is the end to which all the cares of his education fhould 
tend ; and who can be ignorant that this love is infinitely more 
flattering than a forced obedience, which but too often fills 
with trouble and vexation him that pays it, and always accufes 
him of guilt that requires it ? 

It is not commonly, neither the thirft after gold, nor the 
paffion for honours, that make King's fhewan indifference for 
the love of thofe whom chance has fubje&ed to their govern- 
ment. Born in fplendour and opulence, their fruition runs 

almoft 
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alriioft to (atiety, fo that what feems to give them lefs arduous 
for captivating the hearts of other men, is not fo much a tafte 
for pleafures that ftupify the (tnks 9 enervate the bodily frame, 
and. degrade the man ; as that mean notion of feeking plea* 
Fare amidft fuch inanities, follies, and ridiculous amufcments, 
as muft of courfe degrade the King. 

But in general, how infipid are all pleafures comparatively 
with the agreeable emotion excited in the heart of a prince 
by the tender return df a beloved people ! And of what fignU 
ftcancyean pleafures be which coft nothing in wifhing for them, 
which excels gives a difguft to* or from which arifes continu- 
ally the want of other pleafures* and of ftill greater pleafures, 
pnd which fpent and worn out by habit, refemble perfumes 
that lofe their virtue by the too frequent ufe made of them ? 

There is no true and folid contentment for Kings, but that 
which eftablifhes a con (tan t mutual tender nefs between them 
and their fubjefts; and this mutual relation fhould be as that which 
fubfifts among all the Beings of nature, and without which, 
the world would foon be annihilated. In fact, if ftates perifh 
becaufe there are bad fovereigns, it is not lefs true that they like- 
wife perifh, and perhaps even fooner, becaufe few of thefubjefla 
arefincerely attached to their Prinzes. It is this harmony of 
the 1 head with the limbs, which makes the fovereign fo much 
the more happy, as being fenfible from the love of his fubjedU 
that even if birth had not brought him to thethrone, the fame 
love would have placed him on it ; but how fhould he enjoy 
fo perfect a fatisfa&ion, depending on a multiplicity of fenti* 
mentsfo difficult to be united, if he had not procured it for him-* 
felf by an accefs always free and open ; by an affability which , 
feeming to fufpend the rights of fbvereignty, acquires for him 
a greater fhare of homage; by a liberality of difcernment, and 
not of prepoffeffion or caprice ; by a due regard for the liber- 
ties and even prejudices of the people ; and by a fort of turn 
of mind, wifdom, and precaution, which teaches to govern, 
with referve, and according to occafions, to give way with 
dignity. 

Hovv many are the duties comprehended in thefe few words, 
yet 1 lhall venture to add to them, that a Prince ought to 
know how to make clemency keep pace with juftice, ought 
to fweeten the bitternefs of reproaches with the mildnefs of 
expreffion, diftinguifh a foible from a vice, fubftitute pity. to 
indignation, be rather folltcttous to reclaim than punifh thofe 
who have had the misfortune to difpleafe rum, and, as heaven 
fo often irritated by all fort3 of crimes, keep in ftor,e more^ 
thunder for frightening, than thunder bolts for deftroying. 

N n Happy 
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Happy therefore the Prince, who in order to attract the love 
of his People, leaves nothing undone that may make him de- 
ferring of it, and who in this view, endeavours to manage 
his finances with oeconomy, and properly expends .them 
without regret ; who takes pleafure in rewarding mem, and 
who fometimes under a neceffity of refufing, ha^the goodgrace 
notwithstanding of obliginginhis refusal ; who ftudying how to 
contrafi the fpace that feperates him from his fubjeds, raits 
them to him the better to hear their complaints* or vouch&fe9 
todeicend to them to be better acquainted with their wants ; 
or who in fine, by an authority without pride, and by a good- 
jnefs without weakness, obtains from them what his dignity 
has not a right to require, a love of efteem and of confidence, 
which uninfluenced by fear, becomes a pafik>i> approved of by 
reafon; animated by gratitude, fupported by intereft, and in- 
flamed by the general good of the Country. 

This is the love, which a good King has the happinefs to 
to fee pafs during his life to his children, and which, becoming 
in them a natural fentiment is perpetuated from generation 
to generation, from age to age. Soit is we ftill lovefuch Princes 
as Trajan and Marcus Aurelius. The love of their fubjefts, 
imprefled, as it were, on our nature, has been transmitted to 
us amidft the wrecks of a number of thrones filled by Princes 
hated or defpifed ; it has been transmitted to us with life, and 
thofe indebted to us for their being, will in like manner, con- 
figu it over to their pofterity. 

It is therefore true, that of all the good things in the po- 
fleffion of Princes, the love of their fubje&s is the moft capable 
of fatisfying their ambition. It will be always feafonableto make 
them fenfibie of its advantages, but more particularly in early 
youth. Like unto thofe characters, marked out on the bark 
of young trees, which grow, widen, and expand with it ; fo 
this defire in youth will be more eafiiy graved on the heart, wili 
afterwards difplay itfelf with more force and energy, and 
mingling with, their inftinct, will become in time as a part of 
themfelves. 

This truth thus acknowledged as eftabliihed, I fay, that 
if it highly concerns Princes to make themfelves beloved by 
tbeir fubje&s, it is ftill more indifpenfable for men in general 
to ftudy the means of acquiring the efteem and frienofhip of 
their like, and this ought to be one of the firft principles of 
their education ; becaufe no other can be fitter to make them 
happy, more capable of maintaining order and peace in the 
world, and making but one family of all the fubjeft* of a ftate. 

Tbwfhts 
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Thoughts upwftveral Subjefls. 
TlfHEN iwe are young, the opinion of the world governs 
y * us, and we ftudy more»to be well with others than with 
ourfel ves. Upon the verge* o£ old age, we begin to find lefs pre- 
cious what is foreign to us s aod nothing fo highly concerns ias 
as ourfelves, though we Are on the point of feeing this fdf care 
of little or no crTcdt to our fatisfadion . 

It is with life, as with all other valuable things we are 
thought to be pofiefifed of: All is diffipated when we fancy 
our ftock to be great ; or ceconomy does, not come cxa& but 
to manage the little that remains to us.. Young people a*e 
obferved to be lavifh of their being, when, they believe they 
{hall keep long poffeffion of it, but we become mote endeared 
to ourfelves, the nearer we perceive the approaches of fatality. 
However, in this languid flate we may it ill prefcrve to our* 
felyes fome pleafures ;• yet let us be aware of flattering the fugr 
geftions of felf-love. If we find all the fentimental fprings of 
vice flackened, or even quite decayed, to what muft we attri- 
bute this change ? To the weaknefs of a worn-out body, or to 
the moderation of a mind, become wifer than it was before ? 
The truth is, we have juft reafon to fear, that the alteration 
is more owing to the infirmities of age, than to the advantages 
of virtue ; and that we ought rather to be concerned for, than 
rejoice at the tra&ablenefs of our motions. 

A man might be happy by the entire exclufion of cert. in 
pailions, and by granting only admi&on to fome ethers. His 
dayrs would thus dawn amidft the fniiles of peace, and clofe 
with the fenfe of pleasure. His actions would be uninfluenced 
by fear, forrow, hatred, and jealoufy.. He would dtfire witb* 
out inquietude, and enjoy without tranfport^ 

Theftate of virtue is not a itate without trouble, we fuffer 
in it an eternal conflift of inclination and duty. Some times 
we take up with what offends, fometimes we refill wh*>t pieafes 
us; finding it almoft always painful to adt when obliged by 
duty, and likewifeto abftain from what we are prohibited* 
But the ftate of wifdom is eafy and gentle : It reigns in peace 
over the movements of the foul, and governs as fubjefls the 
fentiments virtue fought againft as enemies ; fo that there can 
be no internal combat between paffion and teafon. 

The idea we entertain of ourfelves by only confiJering our 
interior, is always fomewhat confufed. The external image 
appears always in the trueft light ; hence, the opinion of our 
merit lofes the half of its charm the moment it is produced ; 
fo that Jthe complaifance of felf-love variifhing infertfibly, 
leaves us difgufted with its fweeti, and quite afhamed of a va- 
nity, as fooliihly conceived, as judicioufly rclnquiflied. 

N n 2 To# 
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Too many precepts cannot be laid down and inculcated fo$ 
making, men joft; for they have naturally too great a propen- 
fity to be other wife. It is juftice that has eftabliihed and* pre- 
ferves fociety. Without juftice we fliould ftill be a vagabond 
multitude ; and without it our impetubftties would throw us 
into the primitive confufion we are now happily extricated 
from. Yet inftead of acknowledging with pleafure this advan- 
tage, we think ourfelves cramped by the happy fubje&ion it 
keeps us under, and weftill figh after a fatal liberty that would 
be productive of the greateft misfortune in life. When the 
fcripture fpeaks of the fmall number of the juft, we are Aot 
hence to conclude, that integrity of life is hard to be found 
among us; but that we are little inclined to a£t as we ought 
through a principle of juftice. If all the good that is common- 
ly pradtifed, was carefully examined into, it Would be found 
to be purely the refult of another virtue. Goodnature, friend- 
fhip, benovolence, claim their (hare. Charity flies to relieve 
the wants of a neighbour $ liberality gives, generbfity obliges. 
Juftice, which fhould take place-in all refpects, is rejc&ed as 
a troublefome gueft ; and it is only neceffity that makes it ant 
ingredient of our anions. Nature endeavours to pleafe her- 
felf by qualities, wherein we aft by an agreeable motion ; but 
fhe finds in juftice a fecret violence, as by it the right of 
others requires what we do ; which, to add to our vexation, 
we muft rather confider as an acquital of our obligations, than 
that they remain indebted to us for any received benefit. 'It is 
alfo by a fecret averfion from juftice, that fome choofe rathef 
to give, than to make a return, to oblige than to acknowledge. 
Thus, \vc fee that the liberal and generous are not commonly 
the moft juft. The regularity of juftice, as founded on a 
conftant order of reafon, oppofed to the natural impuife of li- 
berality, is the very thing that fills them with difpleafure. 

Thofe, who are ruined by fome accident of fortune, are 
ufually pitied by every one, becaufe it is an unhappinefs of the 
human condition to which all are fubjedl ; btit they who be- 
come wretched through vain diffipation, are rather objects of 
contempt than pity, becaufe they ; have brought misfortunes on 
themfelves by indulging fome particular folly, which all think 
themfelves clear of in confequence of the good opinion they 
have of themfelves. Add to this, that nature always fuffers 
a little in companion, and to gee rid of a painful fentiment, 
looks back at the folly of the prodigal, without proceeding 
to a near view of the wretch. 
There arc not fo many ungrateful perfons in the world as is 

generally 
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generally believed, nor fo many who may be (aid to be poflefied 
of the true fpirit of generality. He who ir filent in regard- to 
the favour he has received, may be reckoned undeferving of it. 
He who publilhes that which he has done, converts it into an 
injury, (hewing you the need you was in of him to yont 
fhame. A good man ought to be a little nice in receiving, 
and fenfible of the obligation he has received! The perfon that 
obliges, fhould be fatisfied with the generofity of his a&ion, 
without thinking of the gratitude of thofe whom he obliges. 
When he expe&s a return, the good he has done is no longet 
a liberality, but a kind of traffic which the fpirit of inteieft 
was fond of mixing up with favours. 

There is fomething heroic in great liberality as well as in 
great bravery % and thefe two virtues are fo far alike, that the 
former raifes the foul above the confideration of the riches of 
this world, and the latter extends courage beyond the care of 
life. But notwithftanding thefe noble and generous impulfcs, 
if both are not kept under a proper regulation, theone will be- 
come ruinous, and the other fatal. 

Curiofity excites us to enquire diligently what (hall become 
of us after death. Wearetoofondofourfelves to confent to 
our intire deftruflion. Self-love fecretly refifts the opinion of 
bur annihilation. The will conftantly fupplies us with 
defircs of ever exifling ; and the mind interefted in its own 
preftrvation help3 this dtfirewith fome light in a thing of 
hfelf very obfeure. Yet the body which fees that it muft fure- 
ly die, as if it was unwilling to die alone, forms reafons for 
involving the mind in its ruin : But the foul knowing that her 
aftion is independent of organs, perceives that fhe can fubfift 
without them. Some to penetrate into fo hidden a myflery, 
have called in to affift their reflexions, the knowledge of the 
ancient and moderns ; but after perufing every thing that has 
been written on the immortality of the foul, the moft fenfible 
proof that can be found of the eternity of the mind, Is our 
eternal defire of always exifting. 

" , i u „ ' ■ - * \\ ■•■ - 

* RETREAT. 

A King's minifter being difgraccd, retired into a fertile val- 
"**■ ley, which he was afiiduous in cultivating* As he had 
not defcrved this reverfe of fortune, he eafily found means to 
confolc himfelf, and infenfibly took delight in the new kind of 
life he had embraced. The King, who had reafon to cfteem 
his talents, began to feel the lofs he had fuftained, arid paid 
him a vifit on purpofe to defire he would return to court ; but 
the minifter refufed the King and faid : You raifed me to the 
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firff dignities ; ? firmly withftood the agitations of grahdfefe; 
you fotccd me to retire, I now tafte the fwcets of reft, 'and 
iwifh you would faffer me to enjoy them. To ••retire from 
the wond, is drawing out the teeth of devouring anmva4s, : is 
taking away from the wicked man the ufe of his poniard, from 
calumny its poifon, and from envy its ferpents. „ The King 
infilling on nts coming back, faid : I want a perfon of abilities, 
and a heart of integrity and goodnefs, to fuppott with me the 
burden of my governments, and in you only I can find the 
man T want. You will find him, anfwered the minifter, rf 
you leek him among tfcofe who do not feek you. — This apo- 
logue fhews, that thofe who want to be in place, arc not 
the fitteft for the purpofes of government. 

II ' II »ll I I I ■' M II III! — m^—i |, ,| m m 

To the eighty three honourable Members who fupported^ by their 

votes in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Sawbrdge's Motion for 
' Shortening the duration of Parliament. 
* . Gentlemen. 

VKTHEN the depravity of men in your ftation is become al- 
* ^ moft proverbial ; when that noble virtue, patriotifm, 
which exalted almoft to divine honours, the heroes of anti- 
quity, is openly derided ; when even to profefs a love for 
your country is called foily, and fuccefsful corruption is efteem- 
ed an evidence of fuperior abilities : 1 fay, in an age like this, 
it would be difgraceful to the fons of fcience to leave uncele- 
brated your generous conduct.. Though venal wretches may 
piroftitute their pens in defence of meafures which they either 
underftand not, or know to be wrong ; ltt* men of liberal 
minds; and extenfive erudition, offer at the flirine of virtue 
alone, the ever grateful incenfe of praife. 

We may reafonable expeft, from the fpecimen we have had 
of your glorious difintererfednefs, that even thefe degenerate 
times may produce a Britifh fenator, of whom it may hereafter 
he faid, as it was formerly of a celebrated Roman, ciUusjileme 
fua fpharadivelli quam Fabium ah hone/late potuiffe. 

In the annals of our own country we find aeras when true 
patriotifm formed the character of the people. Had you lived 
then, your extraordinary merit had obtained no diftm&ibn ! 
and would to God that truth would not now permit me v6 ak 
cribe any reputation to you, at the expence of my country. 
But alas ! it is too notorious, that if a good man can derive 
the leaft addition of honour, for having afted uprightly in times 
the moft unpropitiofcs to public fpirifc, ye are entitled to it. 

Though the enemies of freeom triumphed by their num- 
ber^, they were afhamed of their proftitution, and did not 

dare 
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dare to enter formally into a defence of their principals.. Cbft^ 
fen by the people for their guardians and prote&ors, they, have" 
not-only bafely betrayed their interests, ant have employed 
every fcducive art to corrupt their manners ; and foinc, wufc* 
incredible effrontery, now urge the want of that virtue which, 
they deftroyed, as a reafon for enflaving them. The mur- 
derer might with as much juftice claim the property of the. 
wretch whom he has (lain, as thofe afiaffins of the constitution*- 
the continuance of privileges which they have unjuftly ufurf c<k 

The right to ele& reprefentatives in parliament is an unde- 
legated portion of natural liberty, retained by the people at the 
foundation of our monarchy. It is unconnected with, and. in- 
dependent of the legiflative authority. Neither the King nor 
the lords can, without infringing the referved rights of the 
commons, concern themfelves either in extending or fhortei** 
ing the time appointed by the conftitution, for the exercife of 
the eleflive power, becaufe, being fixed parts of the legifla- 
tive body, they ad in their own' perfons; and, confequently, 
ftand in no need of reprefentation ; and had our predeceifor? 
forefeen the evils which have enfued through inattention* tb 
this dodrine, they certainly ,would never have permitted thein 
to interfere in ena&ing any laws relative to ele&ions. We 
muft here draw a line between the legiflative authority, and 
the diftihet rights of the people. The former is omnipotent 
whilft it continues, but its duration is limited to an unaltera- 
ble period; and, when artived at the extent of its cenftitu- 
tional boundary, its legal power ceafeth. It is diflblved by the 
operation of times, and can be prolonged by no legal procefs. 
What I have faid implies no contradiction : and the idea may 
be perfeftly afcertained, by recolleding the office of a dictator 
at Rome. For fix months the Diftators authority was abfo- 
lute and uncontroulable ; but, at the expiration of that term 
his power wasextinft. The perpetual di&atorfhips of Sylla 
and Julius Caefar were ufurpations fimular to that which our 
Legiflature aflumed by the feptennial bill. Both were notorious 
violations of the laws of their country, and both will termi- 
nate in the fame fatal manner, if we, like the degenerate Ro- 
mans, forget the virtue of our anceftors^ and be weak enough 
to fubmit to fo bafe a tyranny. Your unfuccefsful attempt to 
deftroy that infamous aft, clearly evinceth, that, if we will e- 
xuancipate ourfelves, we muft have recourfe to other mca- 
furss* and not vainly expeft relief from that fink of corrup- 
tiorv which difhonours the name of a Britifli Senate. 

Tofome, perhaps, defpotifm yet appears in its infancy, and 
may therefore bethought jiot dangerous: bur, nurfedhy bribery, 
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it drives a-paoe; and depend upon it* if no precaution be 
aifed, the rapacious, moniler will foon be too ikong for you to 

r, Confab the ftatujes of the prefent reigq,,afld you will fee 
iu^ch a chain of oppreffive laws, (bat incredulity itfelf muft be 
convinced* that a defign is formed ragainft the liberties of the 
people. Prerogatives of the Crown, not warranted by law, 
^acknowledged by .parliament : the minds of the people art 
prepared for fl^v^ry, by legal reftraint$, uniuft, oppreflwre* 
aitd.even contrary to. the Jaw of nature* and the ferft corpora- 
tion in. the kingdom, under the fan&onof an aft of partis 
mev&% has been,dj(po{feff<id of that property, which it had en- 
joyed (or ages without interruption. Can any private roan, 
^fter thi$,*thi«k himfelf fecure in his pofleffions, if the minion 
of 3 court {hould make them the objects of his wifhes ? Thefe 
#*e/ehara&er« of tyranny fo firongly marked, that, unaided by 
opticks, the mod (hort-fightcd may perufe them. The eoe* 
jpy hath taken the field, and if we prepare not immediately to 
meet him, both we and our pofterity muft inevitably wear the 
inglorious yoke of flavery. 

- The feafon is approaching when gentlemen of your rank 
nfually retire into the country; and you will then have an 
opportunity of difieminating amongft the people an apprehen- 
lion of their danger, and of inculcating thofe juft and noble 
fentiments concerning government, for which our writers are 
fo celebrated. Let not the nan>2 of faction frighten you. 
There' are times ♦hen the greateft fervice a. good cjtiatn can 
render to the ftate is to excite difcontent. Had our forefa- 
thers foolifhiy dreaded the imputation of fedition, they wedid 
not have tranfmited to us either civil or religious liberty. And 
ihall we, through the pufiilanimous fear of a little difcord, be 
deterred from defending fuch invaluable poffeffions? Betides, 
the evils with which we are threatened, if we remain inactive, 
are greater, more certain, and in all probability will be of 
much longer duration, than thofe which a legal oppofition 
can poffihly occafion. The con ft i tut ion is attacked by a moil 
.malignant diforder, and, though the medicine prescribed 
were ever fo unpleafant, we had better fubtnit to take it than 
perifli by the difeafe. 

hnmedcia de vulnus 

Enfe reddendum ; ne pars fimera trahartut. 

But avert, OGod ! the dreadful conferences of an appeal to 

thee ! I write not, thou knoweft,withafediriousfpirit. The 

natural and civil rights of my country are invaded, and I would 

wilingly protect them. In other nations I have ftren the horrid 

effeas 
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effefts of flavery ; and my mind revolts with tnrfignatfortat 
the tdea«of tnmsfcrringthcm to Britain, a land of liberty, whfch 
feems formed by nature as an afylum from perfecution and 
tyranny* Lettis then rciolve to be free, and at the fame time 
ufe every jjreventrve art to evade the hot tors of civil difcortf. 
It is yetpracfcicable. Happily we arenot \h a condition that re* 
cjuires violence ; and if you exert yourfelves without delay; ytfu 
may eafily prevent us from ever being fo; A fociety already 
eftablifhed points out the way* . Would each of you, in thfc 
counties where you are going to refide, form affociations on 
the plan of the Conftitutional Society, fuch a fpirit mighfbe 
raifed before the next General Ele&ion, as would bid defiance 
t<x corruption. Thefb .provincial focieties fhould correfporid 
with that which is feated in diecapital; audit would add weight, 
dignity, and utnioti to the whole, if you, gentleman, would be- 
come members of both. Theife are the outlines of a noble 
defign : I leave the (ketch for you to finifru Apply to your-* 
felves$ deferred ly, Lucan's fine and comprehensive charaflerof 
defer ynilaftum repuians dum quid fupereflht agendum. 

TIMOLEON. 
— ■— — '■■■ ••■ * »-■ '■ - ■' ■ •-*< ■■>■*- - - > - ■-. ..-- - . t 

Tttbewrtby LIVERYMEN tftbeCiTY of 
LONDON. 

6-j»Tib"ma N, Guildhall* April^ 1772. 

H-AVING -ntfw compleated more than fix months of the 
. year, which you a&gned us for an important office, 
we defirje your aceptance of our hearty thanks for the affiftande 
We btfve received from you in the discharge of our duty, and 
CQfeteat the* continuance *f yourfupport and friendly counfefc. 

We have from' time to timefubmitted our candu&to ydu 
on a Variety of occafion*, and to theiaft moment of our She- 
riffalty are determined* that every public tranfa&iofi, in whidi 
we may be concerned, feall 'be given in all its drcumftahcds 
to our candid afad difceming coriftituents* to whofe itap^r- 
tial judgement we will always chearfully appeal, 

The *ew Freeholder** Bock for the County of Middlefex, arid 
Juror's 4>ook for tJie city of Weftminfter, have been from the 
beginning of thfe year depofited in the proper offices, and arc 
now always ufedi The juror's book for the City of London 
is not yet compleated, and we fear cannot be perfected before 
the end of JBafter Term. 

The bailiffe, and other inferior officers of juftice, have 

been Ariftly watched, and regularly kept with in the bounds 

of {heir* duty, -except infomefew inftanees. The partita 

aggrieved faive in every fach cafe found the moft fpeedly relief. 

jo Go We 
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: We hav* the fatisfa&ion of reflecting, that* the extent and 

p^puloufnefsof ourjurifdi&ion confidered, the applications for 

* red reft of any kind have not been numerous, and we owe it 

to tie public chara&er of your merifts to declare a that not 

: -one has proved ineffectual, when the complaint was well 

grounded. Few grievances have come . to our knowledge, 

, none been left undrefled. We think it becomes us to rnake 

this appeal to our fellow citizens, while the power ftill remains 

. in our hands to do juftice to every per fon. 

Our particular attention has been bellowed on the many 
.unhappy objects under our care in jails, prifons, and lock-up 
..houfes. We have frequently in perfon attended this effential 
du r y| and afforded every alleviation in our power to the mi- 
series of thofe who languifli under the lofs of the nobleft blef- 
'fing, and B «oft valuable enjoyment, per fonal Liberty. We 
, may congratulate our countrymen, that the number of thefe 
unfortunate perfons has wot been attempted to be increafed this 
feffion by any illegal royal proclamations,or commitments, dur- 
ing pka[urty made by either of the two houfes of parliament. , 
Theirlate.ufurpationsontheperfonalrightsand privileges of the ' 
^people feem to be given up aoa\furrendered._ ..The Lords have 
not dared fo unconflitutional an order of imprifonment, nor to 
impofe any fines at their arbitrary will, for offences cogni&aMe 
by juries. No man has been committed at their bar for what 
.. their votes, not the laws, declare feditious, nor for what they fo 
readily find a libel on a hrother P-r-r, nor have they ventured 
,to condemn any perfon on the firft original hearing of a<caufe, , 
, yrhicfi .ought to come before them only by. appeal from the 
inferior pourts after the verdift of a Jury. The Home of 
'Commons have tacitly acquired in the claim made by many 
of .our worthy fellow citizens for the people at. huge, that the 
.conftituents'oi this kingdom have a right to be, fully informed 
w pf all the proceedings of their fervants in Parliament. Their 
jrotei indeed, aflert, " that it is an indignity to, and a breach of 
. the privilege of the Houfe, for any perfon to prefume togive 
,in w.ritten or printed news papers any account, or minutes of 
the debates ox other proceedings ojf the Houfe, or of any 
. committee thereof j" but the ufurpation was apparent, as 
f well as the indignity to their mafters, an4 the breach of the 
\priv\Uge* of their- cpnfijtucnts, Tjheir pther refolutiQn in 
confequence fell into contempt, that <* upon difcoyery 
„pf\the authors, printers, qrpublifhers of any fuch written 
or printed news paper, the Houfe will proceed agaidftlthe 
•' offenders xvith.tjie utmpft feverity." Several honefl prja- 

jers,* in defiance of their -—orders, gaye jthe public 

pnefcr tfcxr juujto all the particulars of their pr^tfings 
i- - • ^ ....... ' . - . w i; during 
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during the laft^flioft, which the Hbtlfe fbytt^etttly endea- 
voured to hide in a d T -kn-fs fuited to their deeds. The ihtift 
natural effe£t followed* a general abhorrence of them through 
the nation. The fame pferfons who aiTerted our rights »the 
lift winter, have through theprefent fcffion continued the 
exercife of it in its fufleft extent. Notwithftanding the 
report of the Committee tar examine into the fever al fads and cir* 
cum fiances relative to the late obflruttions to the execution ofthg 
orders .of the Houfe, and to confider what further proceedings may 
be requifite to enforce a due obedience thereto, was, in exprefs 
terms, that the Houfe Jhould order , that the faid J. Miller 
be taken into cufody of the Sergeant at Artris attending tht 
Houfe, the laid J. Miller is {till at large, ftill continues . 
the fevereft attack upon them by faithfully publifhirtg their 
proceedings, ftill braves their indignation, and fleeps fecure 
in the City. Among the number of daily offenders oi this 
kind, the corrupt majority in the Houfe of Commons have 
not prefumed to commit a fingle printer, although by the 
late Royal Marriage Bill they have invaded the primary, 
inherent rights of numan nature, and the divine institutions 
in theperfons of the defcendants of the late moft excellent 
King, and regardlefa of the cries of the ftarvin^poor,- em* 
ployed themfelves this tsrhole feflion only to enilave the fa* 
mily of a Prince, whofe memory become every day more 
dear and facred to all true Ehglifhmen. The people are 
now made the judges of the condiift of their reprefentatives 
and the full exertion of the liberty of the prefs, the great 
bulwatk of all our liberties, in fupport of the conftitution 
with the other accraifitions for the public, willrender thi9 
aera ever memorable in our annals. Thefe triumphs oyer 
the minifterial fa&ion we hold more important at this period 
becaufe they have been gained, when the chief magiftrate 
of the capital had betrayed the rights he was chofen to de- 
fend, and trampled upon the known privileges of 'all the 
cleQofs of this great city, which is upright predeceflbr vin- 
dicated with true fpirit and courage. Many friends of the 
• caufe of liberty we know are apprehenfive that the late 
ufurpations will befoon renewed, or at leaft in the following 
year. , We entreat them not to defpond, nor to indulge 
that gloomy idea. Inuring our continuance in office we 
will ftand forth the'' protestors of the juft priviliges of the 
fubjeft. Your virtue, Gentlemen of the livery of London, 
will, at the enfuing Midfummer, give us fucceflbrs equally 
zealous and undaunted in the* caufe of freedom and our ' 
country. We are, Gentleman, 

With great difference, your obedient and humble fervants, 

Ooa J. WiLKfis andF. BtruJ 
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\ SIR, • % " '• Portfrmutb- Mah»-p. 

THE paper of the 24th inftant," containing ycrur k*-, 
tcr to JLord Sandwich, not having reached this town* 
till the 26th, I could not addrefs rrryfeif earlier -to you 
upon it. My impatience may have led nie into fome inac- 

• curacies ; but that is a fault I dare fay you will racufe : 

• You ttiuft not expeft from the any acknowledgements for 
' the gofcd offices yofl have rendered his lordftap, ' in what 

you have faid concentring his management of the navy ; 
for allowing you have done fome fervices to his charader, 
one cannot forget, that your pen was employed to- anfwer 
quite another purpof% I apprehend his lordfliip has not 
-' taken your prefcription J but if he has, the ingredients 
' which compofed it, Wcr€ f*o fimple to produce any ill ef- 
fcft. It is idle to talk of a " niore pungent mixture ,f 
hereafter: Your (kill was exerted in this to make it as 
ftrbng as you could; but you will foon experience, that 
your drugs have no force. To be plain : According tx> 
accounts which I receive of his lordlhip's health, it is 
fuch he may venture to take whatever you (hall ptelcribe, 
without any apprehension of coniiquences. 

Permit me to confider the nature of your prefcription,. 
You, fay Lord Sandwich a has caufeaitto be rpread 
about, that he has "brought the navy into better condi- 
tion than " fince the peace. " Were it hot for die impu- 
tation of vanity, his lofdfhip might have faid it himfelf ; 
but this was as unneceffary, as it would have been to, em- 
ploy others to do it: The truth fpofce for itfelf, * and even 
you, againft your inclination^ have taken part' in ftip- 
port of it. You" admit, " the Ships have been more 
' thoroughly infpe&ed than for fome Time before *' ; 

• Which- is given in his favour the very faft you would turn 
' againft him if you could. It is begging the queftitra to 

• fay, % < whoever was at the admiralty, muft " have given 
J the fame direftions to the Navy Board as he has tfone'." 

• It is not the more likely for your having advanced* it . It 

• i# well known, that at the fame -time that former* boards 
of admiralty iffued their orders concerning the repair of 

• the fleet, they inculcated ideas, which rendered theptir- 
poie of them very ihort of what \vas oftenfibly ^merirled 
to be aniwered by them. Lord Sandwich faw tKe ' tifeceffity * 

- of overturning a pra&ice fo fatal to the we!fate 5 &f hfe'£otin- 
; try; and inittadof reftraining his orders; fbfi:6w©d ; tljem 

; ' . , • . • -.u ,.:»u '* 

, * See a letter.t<> JrtttLSafldwicIi } figned Junks tfauticus in our | Utk naiilbet 

page 24. 
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with explanations, to flicw lie meant tfesy fliouid be fully 
complied with*; aad according to this refolution, the 
officers, under whole cognizance the execution h*s.fatUptt, 
have had only to confider the moft effe&ual manner jfor 
thepurpofe. This refolution was become the. more nciccr 
ffary, a» the reftraint of former Boards of Admiralty upon 
:th.e Nayy Board, had brought the latter into fuck a timi- 
dity of condu£k, in regard to cxpencea, as at length, to 
J&ring them to view oeconomy, without diftinfiion, as, an 
object more difagreeable to the ftate, than any other that 
could be poffefTeaV. ... 

, Lord Sandwich's fuccefi in this important part of his 
duty has been fuch, that, feeing you cannot depreciate it, 
you try to fix his merit by the ftandard of others; but,the ' 
. contraft places hirn too far afunder ever to bring them to 
•move on the fam^ level. 

Before I quit this part of yonr letter, let me aflryou if 
you really .think, " after, the navy of England, has onoe 
,f offered a negleft you acknowledge to befcandalous,"thata 
little money and a little labour will put it into good con- 
dition ? " you might have known better. I amperfuaded 
there is not a. (hipwright's boy in this yard, in the firft 
year of his apprenticefhip, who would not have told you 
•the contrary. Bplieve me, Junius Nauticus, when a fleet 
- is once let run into a bad condition, it is not a little, but 
. a great deal, both of money, labour, and time too, that 
are. required to reinftate it. 

Let me next aik yoii, in what has Lord Sandwich " aliea- 
3tQd the minds of the officers and feamen from his Ma- 
jetty's feryice, foasby,his tyranny, to have reduced the na- 
.vy to a degree of iinbicility ?" I have the fame opportunity 
of information. at this place as yourfelf, and nothing like fuch 
an effeAbas come to my knowledge; on the contrary, 
. there is a more perfect approbation of his care in general, than 
I have feen given to any one, who has prefided in the fame 
fiction for the laji thirty years. It i$eafy to fee you are ex- 
hibiting as a grievance, the having continued in the fervice 
the feamen. who came home about the end of lafb fummor, 
in the three fhips from North America, the Weft Indies, 
and thp Mediterranean* But furely it is not from the co*~ 
fequence of this alone that, you "tremble?" Should your 
^ ^eafinefe ip really confined to this, and left a fingle ferfon 
ihould partafee in, the feeling* I will fhew you it kgroundlefs., 
Th^ffcipfr allurffi4 to arrixed in England nearly together; 
there were then fome capital fhips in want of repair lying 
att that port, where I am told, they could not be taken in 
hajicU Upon the que-Uon, how Ihouid thefe fhips be con- 

>J *eycd 
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Tcyed to a port where thek repair could be j^dtftftttf It 
was refolwed, and I think very naturally, to do it by the 
men which had juft arrived. Pray what method would you 
have taken? Perhaps you would have chofen to let the fhi|>s 
remain in rottenrow. I have known times when fuch things 
have been done without reproach ; but it is a happinefs with 
Lord Sandwich to fqttare his conduct by a more extended line. 
His perfpicufty difcovcrt advantages which others over-look. 
He is equally fuccefsfulin pointing out relief under difficulties, 
which are apt to arife in matters that are new 5 and he has 
courage to purfue his ideas, the inftant he perceives them to 
be for the public good* 

,. Thefe {hips would, in all probability, have been left to trie 
national ftrength, befides a heavy annual expence, during 
their progrefs to a total decay, if they had not been thus 
tranfported to a port of repair; and furely the continuing 
feamen in a harbour at home, enjoying full pay, and living 
upon frefli provifions, for apurpofe in their own element, te 
at lcaft described with extravagance, when it is imputed to 
" tyranny," I fufpect you would have been amongft the 
firft to have arraigned Lord Sandwich, if, after knowing the 
fact I have ftated with regard to thofe (hips, he had neglected 
to employ the men in the manner he did. 
. How ever happy you may fancy yourfelf indefcribing their 
JiardlEhips, the whole, be aflfured, is the effect: of ignorance 
. or virulence* In what, from this tranfaction, " is the public 
faith diihonoured ?" or how is «* the compact brdke between 
the nation and her beft fervants?^ Thefe men appears to have 
been the object of tender confideration. Every one hetfe 
knows the orders, that were given concerning them; thefe 
were, that every feaman, having a year or more wages th&, 
ihouldbe paid fix months; then have a month's leave, arid 
on his return to a ihip at Portfmouth, have &e whole of *M* 
remaining wages paid. Confuit the act which you fey u Was 
formed to guard againft the tyrannical ufe of the power of the 
Admiralty ;" you will not find thofe orders repugnant tbit : : 
Nor would a candid man have fuggefted*, that it ever c6uld 
be in contemplation, " to advantage government by feifcihg 
on the wretched arrears of thefe men." There was Efficient 
pay to keep them from defertion ; and fo foon as' they fhotrld 
return from leave,the orders expreflly directed all arrears to he 
immediately paid them. Yet Junius Nautkus has advanced, 
* 4 that the time of thefe men receiving'their pay refts fdleff 
with the Admiralty, and they remain flave$ barrifed from ihip 
to {hip as long as they live," 

I can 
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• I cea e^iue the foibles of ah enemy, when he makes me 
feni>})le of his zeal for the navy. It is that which has raifed 
this nation to greatnefs : It is that which fupports us in rhe 
poffeffion. I feel myfelf warmed, when a man but points his 
finger at that, which can poffibly grow to an evil in the end ; 
and I am eager to fee it averted. From this difpoficion I aih 
led to applaud your diflike <Mo the prafijee of lending feamen 

. to do duty in other (hips." Their dtfguft at it is great ; and 
it is. to be feared) it never can be eradicated. I however 
condemn your application* It is your plan to throtf dirt on 
Lord Sandwich} and in doing it indiscriminately, I do not 
wonder you charge this practice on his Lordfhip. How' un- 

» fair ! The ufage is perhaps as ancient as the conftitution of the 
navy : It has been carried to greater lengths at fome periods 
than. others ; but by Lord Sandwich to a lefs degree then any 
of. his predeceflbrs. My friend admiral Drummond, who 
could judge of fer vice before the peace of Ryfwick, and whofe 
death was within the lafi fix months, though he condemned 
the practice, never difowned that it was in ufe when he firft 
went to fea. Still as it is difguflful to the feamen, I foment 

. wjien neceffity throws it in their way. Yet were the reafons 
for. the cuftom examined into, it is probable, the refult would 

. {hew, that the diflike arifes from prejudice, more than any 
real caufe. ' Men can but go through a certain portion of la- 
bour, and wherein is it eflential, whether it is on board the 
Britannia or Victory ? efpecially if the officers, to whom the 
men, are lent, are careful to treat them in the fame manner, as 
the men immediately under their command. They have the 

-fame pay and provisions in the one as in the other. 

The companion you bring to heighten the idea of the fea* 
men's bardfhip, between his cafe and that of a carpenter, fail- 
maker, or caulker, is wide of your purpofe. It is granted the 

. feamen haa'? no additional pay, when on duty in another 
fhip, and that the artificer has/' But there is remarkable 
difference between them : The feamen are never lent, but to 
fhips in ports at bome 9 where the hardfliip, at moft, can be 
•but trifling : The artificers are never lent but to (hips in ports 
orftations aboard, where difficulties cannot fail to be great, 
and where men, in the fame way, cannot be procured : 
Captains then mutually aflift each other, and the artificer is 
pa,id for the days he works. I call on you to furnifh a prece- 
dent of any allowance beipg given to either carpenter, fail- 
4Cnaker, or caulker, for working in any other (hip than their 
own, in any port of England* What I havefaid is enough 
to fhew, that in afcribing this part 6f naval managment to 

1 Lord 
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I#rd Sand wfcb, you as far mifplacc your cenfore, at on every 
otbfer occafion. All I aim at, i* to put* the faddk on the >ngfet 
horfe. As to the practice kfclf> were it excufeable ib^tfae 
eye of jseafon, I would not purfeeitagainft the prejudice of a 
Jeajnan's mind, unlets in a conjudure where neceflky. and «ltf- 
patcb go hahd in band to require it. 

It is now time to leave " the difguft which you fey reigns 
n the hearts of. tht private men,'* to look into the fick Ward 
of the oftcets, whom you represent « c as pining wkhdifom- 
tent> and ftckening for want etf juft encouragBQftcift." Bit 
I have hardlv patience to confalt their diforder, a& you iky it 
arifes»from a report, that Jbofld Saodwich has faid aft the coun- 
cil boards " lhat to make officers ferve well, is toieep them 
foot" It is a mean pka to excite the hatred jou want to 
raife, .Could you gain credit, that his lordibip lias really ar- 
#ucd thu% I Aould not wonder to bear offioers cfearge him 
V With, vvant of geaetofity and liberality V but finoe in 
throwing this outv you declare it to be " immaterial., whe- 
ther it is true or not," I fancy be is in no danger of lofuig 
their regard. His policy was fufficient to guafd Mm ogainflt 
the. folly of (uch a piece of dofirine. I fliould as foon be- 
lieve, tb^t a ; pedbn, who had,a£ttd for more than thirty 
year#, as a mailer rn WeftminfteTffchool, was not fuppofed 
ip Itnow tb* mles of Grammar. I cannot reconcile co toj- 
felf, whether you are more abfurd in propagating the report* 
or in the argument you have deduced to prove its truth, vig. 
" /Tfrat he mtift have ufed the maxim, or he. would -bave fx* 
er^ed his endeavours to have procured an addition to their 
prefent fcaqdalous pay/' I am finoerely of opinion bis tofti- 
ibip neve* faid or thought, 4s you have made him to do-: Ac 
the fame time I think, if he could fee <xny probability 
of procuring an advance of the officers pay, he would 
moil heartily put his ihoulder to it. But why, Sir, is -die 
•* frnailaefs of the pay," brought as a charge againft c Lcfrd 
Sandwich ? You. could have no other meaning than the hopes 
of clamour \ for it is faying r\o more, than that his lordftlp- 
prefides at the Admiralty], whilft the officers a&ingua^to bis 
dir eftiori qnjojr the fame pay as for the latt ieventy yem* 

When a man is in correspondence with another, he*rfftts 
to find fomethiijg agreeable in his correfpondeot ; but realty 
the remaining part of your lettejtis fo much the 4wtHe*ifcis. 
with difficulty! maintain my retblution of continuing .my^TO- 
marJcs to the end* What can be morcprepofterous, than your r*~ 
fledions on the prders*' forbidding the bearing :of menial faw 
vants in jpardfrips J ". . The xeftraint was earlier ^tljanJ-ord 
, ...... Sandwich'* 
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Sandwich's appointment : But that you make nothing af . You 
have convinced nte that if prince George of Denmark; had 
made an -eftabHlhment, whilft he was lord high admiral, 'the 
pra&ice of which it (hould fijit your purpofe. to condemn, 
you would have brooght your bilt of indi&ment againft .lord 
Sandwich as the author. Take back " the blufh you would 
fix on hk cheek, and place it on your own." 

As -you are (o good in recording, I wonder you have 
omitted to notice an alteration made in the plan of the guard- 
Hups. You 4nay not have heard of it, or have you over- 
looked it* becaufe you abhor whatever has -a tendency to ap- 
prove Lord Sandwich's conduit: ? In either cafe you ought to 
be tokHhat thofe fhips are now on a new footing ; and that, 
by the alteration, the command is made worthy a gentleman 
to hold. I have before been furprized when officers of di- 
fHnguifhed rank and merit have folicited the command* The 
obje& is now of additional value, and this happens- to fall cut. 
the very article of fervants. From the following data you 
fliall form your own calculation, how much the balance is in- 
favour of the captain. Before Lord Sandwich's time, the 
captain of a gnardfliip was. allowed /our fervants, and then, 
reftrained from bearing menial fervants ; he now, fubjeft to 1 
the 'feme reftri&ion, is allowed to bear fourteen. Is this a/ 
caule why " captains pine with difcontent, and ficken for. 
want of juft encouragement ?" I wifh every deferving officer 
may be made fick from a like caufe. ; 

The field you next open to his lordfhip's view, is a far 
moire pleafing one than you imagined. You will find " in r 
his difpofel of the poft of purfer to Admiralty clerks, and 
others who never law fait water," that bis,pra£Hce will ftand ; 
your teft ; and that he has been fo far from following his pre- 
dieceffors in that particular, that I cannot learn be has copied ~ 
them upon it in one inftance* 

Your insinuations about the manner of employing the fri- 
gates, and about the marines, are in both too ample for my ■ 
notice* The notion you entertain about the former, to ufe 
you$,pwn phrafe, « is frivolous and contemptible 5" and'on * 
the latter I fliould be filent, were it not for the fatisfaftion of 
{hewing you have not raifed a fingle grievance capable of an 
impreffion. On that account, 1 may prefume to fuggeft, 
that the motive for employing theprefent number of marines, 
is becaufe they bear the ufual proportion to the number of 
teamen voted by parliament. And as to your queftion, 
about " the profits arifing from their cloathing," I anfwer, 
that fuch is the mode in thedifpo&l of the mpney granted for 
the marines, which is blended, and makes one fum with that 
* 10 ? p which 



which is given for the feamen, it is not poffible for an indivi; 
j^ual to put fixpence into his pocket ; of courfe <c the ftiare 
to lord Sandwich, as fir ft lord, upon the divifion,"' cannot 
amount to as much as the pooreft boon your honour would 
give to a beggar. A B. 

■ , ■ ' » ■ ' , ■■ ■ ■ ' ' , ' ' ' . , ' i j , . .• T , ' " ) 

JlE MA R KS on'fome Parts 0/Noya Scotia, New England, 
and Rhode Ifland, refpefting Navigation &C. 

TH E Harbour of Halifax is by its fituatjon the fitteft 
for the ftatiohing of fiiips for the prote&ion of New- 
foundland, Canada, for any other of the nothern colonies, 
and is acceflible at all feafons of the year, and affords perfett 
fecurity in all weathers. *■ ' 

' As foon as a fhip is out of the Harbour, and clear of the 
light houfe, &e is in theopen fea, and free from the dangers 
pf banks, fhoals, rocks' &c, tp the eaftward, weftward or 
fouthward. / ' * 

In coming on the coaft, as cape Sambro projeSs further 
}nto the fea fhahany other part, fhips cannot be embayed. 
In cafe of winds blowing on the more, they may ftretch 
eaftward 'or weftward and either the one way or the other 
they may meet with large and fecure harbours, with wa- 
ter for anyfhipi if they happen to mifs their port,; there 
are 49 harbours for men of war on the coaft of Nova Scotia. 
All the Weft India trade of France and Spain, 'and all other 
European powers who have property in the "Weft Indies in 
going "from Europe to America ftretch along the coaft of 
Europe to the fouthward untill they come into the trade- 
winds, which carry them to their refpeftiv'e ports in America 
but they can by no means return from thence in the fame 
courfe, and are therefore obliged to ftretch into the nothern 
latitudes above thirty, but commonly forty degrees or more, 
fo that the whole trade of the Europeans with their wealth 
muft pafs within' 200 or 250 leagues of the port of Halifax. 
The advantage whereof in cafe of war is evident,' becaufe 
from thence our own trade may' be protefted, and our 
enemies fleets annoyed. ' The port of Halifax lying fo much 
to the eaftward of the other north American ports, fhips 
may fail from thence in a direft courfe to any of the ports 
in the Weft Indies : whereas from" all the ports in the 
weftward, ihips bound to the'windward Iflands areTobliged, 
while in the nothern latitudes^ to - come as "far Eaftward 
as Halifax to fhape their courfeto the Weft Indies : And 
iinlefs they do tins before they borne 'into the trade winds 
they pftenlofe tire-port they are bound to, and are obliged 
to make foftie 6f theleewhrd 'Kane's-; therefore tie* port 
r. v . ' ^ of 
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of lialifax is much better fituated than any other dti tlfe 
Continent to favour any defigns on*the Weft Indiesi • There? 
is a careening yard which has coft Government a very con«- 
fiderable fum, and is almoft completed, 1 and with' little more 
expence there might be a dock. r ' - - - 

IF the packet boats from England were to be feat to Hali- 
fax, befides efcaping the Privateers in time of wary the voy- 
age would be made in nmch ,lefs time than to New York. 
From Halifax the packet ffiight-be carried erofs-tlie country 
to Anapolis (the diftance of which is 140 miles, and the 
road already made, and only waiting repairs) And from 
thence to Cafco-bay or Falmouth which is not" more thai* 
fixty leagues,and may be performed in forty eight hotirs, 
and thence to Bofton 118 miles on a pdft road; From Fal- 
mouth there is a poft road through all the provinces: its dif* 
tance from Quebec is about 200 miles; ExpreffeS in the l*t£ 
war have been fent from thence to Quebec by the livers 
Kennebec and Chaudiere ,in a few days, but- from New 
York to Quebec is 620 miles. * 

The port of Falmouth in Cafco Bay, and the bafori of 
Anapolis, are open in the winter ; the ports of Bofton -arid 
and.Portlmouth are often frozen for weeks together. 

The harbour of Bofton is of difficult entrance to a fifty 
gun fhip without a good pilot thrpugh the narrow^ and 
over the middle bank at high water* The harbour becomes 
more fhailow every year, occafioned by the earth wafhed 
down by Charles River which paffing through the harbour 
in winding Channels leaves its mud on the bank, and in the 
channel ; therefore it has been thought that in time it will 
become a barr'd harbour* 
1 The harbour ofBofton is embayed at leaft twenty leagues* 
in which there is no other harbour for capital ihips, and 
very indifferent ones for flodps ofwanFair winds for Bofton 
conftantly bring on fuch foul weather, that no fhip can 
Venture in with the land, particularly as Bofton is fo much 
embayed : and from the late difcovery of Cafhes Ledge, it 
is found to lie Imemdiately before the port^ fo as to render 
navigation extremely dangerous with any wind* Indeed 
Ihips may be faid to be embayed from Cape Sable to the 
fjioals of St George's banks, for they muft be out of that 
line, which is ninety leagues, before they can be faidtd bt 
in . the ocean.; for after having pafled Gape Cod to the 
fouthward lie Nantucket, and other fhoah along to 
Georges bank, except a channel between George's bank, 
and rlahtucket ihoals, which is feldom pafled witfaent a 
good pilot, and would be very dangerous to a capital fhip, 
P p,2 Oa 
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On the Nfcrth- there- is the dangerous coaft of NevrEngtanoN 
from Bofton to Grand Mannan in the Bay of Fuady, where 
there is no fafe harbour for capital fhips, except Gafco 
Bay ; .tor though Portmouth in Pifcataqua ha* a deep •en- 
trance, yet the tides are fo rapid that no capital ihip can* 
ride there with fafety. There is alfo the north weft end of 
Nova Stotia to encounter with from Cape Sable to St. Ma- 
ry's Bay^ which is full of rocks and ftnall iilands, and fboaltf 
for fixteen leagues together ; a fituatidn very dangerous for 
a capital.flup, when the rapid tides of the bay of Fuady are 
confidercd, prefling among the rocks and ihoals, and often 
hurrying vefleU afhore notwithstanding every effort ; N and 
is further to be remarked, tjiat the foggs begin earlier and 
laft longer here than on the other part of the coaft of Nova 
Scotia. . 

Among many dangerous places in Maffachufetfc^are the 
following* 

Boon lfland,. three leagues fouth eail of Portfinouth, 
being^a fingle rock, with breakers around it. The Me of 
Shoals, about three leagues fouth by eaft from Portsmouth, 
with rocky and dangerous- ftioals. Salvages two leagues cafL 
from cape Ann, very fatal. About a league from Marble- 
head are feveral rocky iflands and dangerous ledges. Near 
the entrance of Bofton are the Graves, about a league from 
the light north eaft. Thefe are dangerous, all ftioals and 
rocks, and no paflage betwen them and the light. About 
two- miles . fouth of the light- frre hardings, rocks, and 
two leagues furthcrConahalctt rocks.Forfouror.five leagues 
fbuthward from the light, the coaft rocky > and the ground 
foul, for the diftance of a mile, which has been fetal to 
rpany fbipsi Fur> her fouthward is Sandy Beach, . and dead 
ftore to Plymouth, where there are fome inlets for. fmali 
veffels, but no fafety for large (hips in a ftorm. All the 
coaft from Bofton to Rhode lfland. is fo very dangerous,, 
that a icheme was opee fonned for cutting a: chanfcefc 
through cape Cod, to avoid the difficulties: and dangers* 

In regard to Rhode -Ifland, from thence to PoinrMomocfc 
it is 15 leagues before a Veftel can get into the open fe*; 

On:the eaft. it . is twenty leagues to clear, the dangewHfc 
flioals of Nantucket. The navigation on the eaft fide gotag 
from Nantucket fhoals, is extremely dangerous ;. none but: 
finall veffels of oae hundred tons can go through: to Bdfton. 
from Rhode-Ifla^id > Connecticut, or New-York; white*** 
taking a pilot. . u 

Near RJiode-Iiland is Buzzard's Bay, fu.ll of fho^^. 

TOkk$y 
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rock*,- and ledges, and where veflels bdund' to Rhbtfe 
Ifland aie often driven by ftorms and loft It ftands alone, 
without any other harbour where (hips can flieiter* Prom; 
Point Judith, about two leagues diftant from Rhode 
Ifland to the weftward, there is no harbour all the way. to: 
New London, which is twenty leagues,- but fmall inlets: 
for boats. and vefiels rnacle by the rivers which come from 
the country, arid it is in general, rocky and dangerous*. 
The harbour for men of war> which lies between Goat 
Ifland and Connecticut is fmall, and has a ftraight open-, 
ingto-the fea, from the S. W. it is.oftenfhut upln winter^ 
by the froft, and the tides flow no higher than at HlHifajK. 
The other harbour between Goat' Ifland and the town of 
Ijfewport is Sheltered, but is fmall, and there is fcarcely> 
water fufficient for afloop of war : this is alio frequently, 
froze up in the winter. 

From Montoek point along the whole coaft of Long, 
Ifland to New York, in fliore, is full, of fand banks, and> 
no harbour, and veffels bound to New York and Rhode- 
Ifland. are often ftranded and loft. This happens yearly. 
If veflels are caught in a ftorm, and cannot make the- 
the port of Rhode Iaflnd, they muft ftretch as far as New! 
London, or be driven on fhore. 

To the Gentlemen Ele&ors of the Town of St George, Grenada^ 

Gentlemen, 
IX^HEN firfi^i offered myfelf to ypur notice as a candidate 
* ^ to reprefent you in the next affembly, I acted, as my 
addrefsexprefsly marked, upon the'prefumption that legal writs 
would' be iffucd for the election of reprefentatives. I- now;* 
gentlemen, mean to decline {landing ; and were I infenfible 
to the favourable encoufagfement which I received from you, 
common refpeft for a body of men fo honourable and inde- 
pendent! would alone oblige me to affign you a reafon for hav- 
ing .changed my purpofe* 

I have, then, attentively perufed, and very deliberately 
confidewd, the writs iffued by his Excellency Governor Ley-* 
borne, and the proclamation therein referred to: And I do 
finally cpneeive, that the former are inefficient for the puT-> 
pofe for which, they are intended — .that they are illegal, and 
will render all the proceedings of the affembly that may meet 
in confequence of them null and void; and that the latter i$ 
from beginning to end, one continued,/ Angular, and outrage-, 
ous violation of the- laws of England, of the constitution of 
this cotorcft and of the liberty, of the fubje#. 

* I dclivej 
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I deliver this, Gentlemen, merely as my dpini6n, fit whic^ 
I may perhaps ftand fingle, without adding jrfoof, argil" 
merit, of iiluftration in fupport of It. 

Were I impreffed with different fentiments, I fhotrid con- 
tinue to afpire to what I hold the moft elevated, honourable, 
and diftinguifhed fituation, in which an inhabitant of this co- 
lony can be placed — that of the legal reprefentative of the 
town of Su George. — But thinking as I do, I cannot bring 
down my mind to folicit a mock election, nor confent to 
make one of the dramatis perfona of a farce upon a ftfbjed of 
fo much folemnity and importance, and at a feafon fo critical 
afid'melancholy, 

It is, gentlemeh, the duty of every man to ufe that foate 
of reafon which hath been imparted to him for his guide and 
dlrd&ion thro* life. Wifdorrt will, teach a man to deliberate 
before he refolves j integrity will force him to abide by the . 
convi&ion of his own mind/ He, who a£k againft, or fa- 
cri flees thefe great principles, commits a breach of a truft re- 
pofed in him by a power fuperior to kings, princes, or go- 
vernors. He who makes them the rule of his aftions dif- 
charges his firft obligation, and Ihould be applauded. The 
laft may fome times err; and when he does, he hath a claim 
to tendernefs and pity : But he can never juftly incur cenfure j 
and fhould he experience ft, he wirlftill have the fatisfa£fion 
left to know and to feel that it came, unmerited. 
I have the honour to be, 

With very fincere refpe&, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful and obedient fervant, 
Mount-Mehill, ARTHUR PIGGOTT. 

N 2ift. Jan. 1772. 

To the gentlemen freeholders of the town of St. George,. 

Gentlemen, 
ACCORDING to the beft and moft impartial judg- 
^** ment we are able to form, the prefent writs for the 
election of an affembly for this ifland are wholly illegal, be- 
eaufe they allow of the choice of Roman Catholics to be mem- 
bers of the fame, which is equally contrary to the latfs* <rf 
Great-Britain, and to the eftablifhed conftltution of thiicc*- 
lony. For thefe reafons, gentlemen, although to our jjrtiat 
regret we muft decline, on the prefent occafion, foliciting'the 
honour we had hoped for of being your reprefentatiyeS fo* 
this place, we return our humble thanks to thofe gentlemen 
who had encouraged us to hope for their favour, and affure 
them, on every future opportunity that may offer, of -our 

• hearty 
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hearty zeal for their interefts, and that our utmoft endeavours 
ihalihe ufed, in every legal way, to reftore to them all thofe 
liberties and privileges they are entitled to by their birthright, 
and by the laws of their country. 
We are, Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

And rpoft humble fervants, 

ISRAEL WILKES, 

St George, ALEX. SYMPSON, 

Jan. 29, 1772. JOHN LESSLY. 

.1 * » ■ . • .i 1 "" 

An authentic account of the great debate in the Houfe of Commons, 

concerning Eaji India affairs. 
TV4 R Sullivan moved the houfe for leave t* bring in a bill, 
*■ ■* for the better regulation of the company's fervants and 
concerns in India, and declared that it had two objefts, that * 
of reftraining the governor and council from all trade; and 
that of eftablifhing a proper mode of adminiftering juftice, by. 
extending the authority of the court of juftice at Calcutta over 
all Bengal. The motion being feconded, Mr. Cornwall op - 
pofed it as improper, without a previous enquiry into the 
ftafie of fads, on which, as grounds, the aft that was to give 
the company a new charter, might be grounded. Mr. 
Rumbold then made a fpeech, in which he endeavoured to 
exculpate the company's fervants, and to paint the fituation of 
Bengal m a very favourable light; declaring that, as an inno- 
cent man, he wtfhed for an enquiry, that thofe who were un- 
juftly traduced, might be diftinguilhed from the perfons really 
guilty. 

The following is lord Give's fpeech in defence of himfelf, 
and upon the prefent ftate of the Eaft-India Company. 
Mr. Speaker, 

The prefs has, for fome time paft, teemed with fo many 
reflections upon the fervants of the Eaft-India Company, 
and particularly upon me, that, were I not firfttQ remove the 
bad impreffions thus made, I am afraid, any obfervations I 
could make upon the prefent fubjed of your deliberations, 
would have little or no efteft, except perhaps to my own pre- 
judice. My fituation is delicate, and little accuftomed as I 
am to addrefs this auguft houfe, I may fink under its diffi- 
culties ; but as my honour is concerned, as neceffity extorts 
i^ from me, I muft run the hazard, however much I fail in 
the, attempt. It is not that I have any doubts of the good- 
it^ of my caufe; on the contrary, I hope it will make me full 
amends for the infufficiency of the advocate. At any rate, 
th^e houfe will fliow fome indulgence to a man, pleading for 
'' ' what 
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what is dearer than life itfelf, his reputation and honeft fame: 
Nor do I wiflh that my defence fhould be folely confined to thefe 
walls; I fpeak Jikewife to the gallery, and, in gerferal, to my 
country, upcn whom I put myfelf, not only' without reluc- 
tance, but with alacrity. 

It is well known, that the laft time I went to India* I was 
y called upon by the proprietary in general, without any folici- 

t j . tatstnon my pari, to ftep forth once more to their affiftance, 

*■ in a very critical emergence. Poffeffed as, JUwas not only of 

• an independent, but of an affluent fortune, rappy in my con- 
nections, happy in my relations, happy in my family, hap- 
- *py in my friends, happy in every thing out my health, which 
, A loft in the company's fervice, never to be regained, how 

can I be fqppofpd to have undertaken the arduous talk im- 
j pofed upon me by the company from pecuniary motives? I 

. muft have been the moft mercenary of men, to have, upon 
•fuch principles, again tempted the faithlefs deep, to have a* 
.gain expofedmy enfeebled conftitution to the fultry climate 
..of Hindoftan, and to the fatigues and dangers of war. Sir, I 
undertook this voyage from a nobler view, from a principle 
.of gratitude, from thedefireof doing effentiar fervice to the 
..company, under whpfe aufpices I acquired my fortune and 
* ny fame. Were not this the cafe, wpuld 1 have embarked 

in this affair, upon conditions that left me poorer by many 
. thoufand pounds, th^n when I quitted England ? *his, if 
jiecefftry, I can prove by authentic documents ; and, I truft, 
jt will at leaft exempt me from the charge of avarice or ra- 
pacity. 

Suffer me, after this general obfervation, to defcend to 
particulars. The charges brought agianft me are contained 
in a paper, which was lent me by the fecretary of the fiaft- 
India Company in a letter, * that begged I would tranfmit to 
him any remarks, or any defence I chofe to make, 1 beg- 
ged to be excufed from that trouble, till I fhould learn what 
ufe they meant to make of the paper arid of my defence. 
Here the matter refted. 

Thefirft charge is., that! carried oh ah iniquitous trade 
in cotton. 1 anfwer, that in the firft place I never traded, 
^and that I derive every farthing I am worth in the world 
from being ^t the head of the army. In the fecond place I 
.declare, that I know nothing at all of the nature of cotton, 
.and that I cannot conceive whence fuch a fufpicion could a- 
jife, as I never was diredUy nor indirectly concerned in 'any 
thing of the kind. One remark, however, naturally occurs 
upon the fubjeft, and that is, that malevolence mult tiave 

been 

, * Heft he read the fecretary's letter, ancUiis own anfwer. 
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been greatly ftraitened for materials, when flite placed fo 
-groundlefs an accu&tion at the head of her impeachment. 
The feeblenefs of her firft effort is a preemption that her 
fucceeding attacks will be ft ill weaker ami worfe fupportecV ' 
The fecond charge is, that I carried oh an illegal trade in 
diamonds. Nothing can be a greater mifreprefentation; The 
matter of fa£t is, that, in order to convey home the money 
arifing from my jaghecr, I fent my agents to a diftant coun- 
try, not under the jurifdiftion of the company, and they 
bought up fome diamonds, in which my property was vefted 
and tranfrnitted to Europe. Upon balancing accounts, I 
found that they turned out worfe by three per cent, than the 
original fum which they coft j a clear proof how well I was 
qualified for trade, and how eager I muftin confequence have 
been in future time to refume fo gainful a branch of bufinefs. 
All this, if it (hould be called for by the houfe, and I> have 
no objection to fuch a meafure, I pledge, myfelf to prove by 
original papers at your bar. 

The third charge is, that I mifmanaged the mint, and adul- 
terated the' coin in Bengal. During my prefidency, fome alte- 
ration was made in the ftate of the coin, I will own, but not 
at my inftigation. Ignorant as I profefs myfelf of that bu- 
flnefs, it would have ill become me to have been the original 
contriver of fuch a delicate operation of government. In 
that affiir I was guided by the lights of others, whofe parti- 
cular employment and ftudy might rationally be Aippofed to 
have made them mailers of the fubjecl. 

The fourth charge is, that I was guilty of monopolizing 
beetle-nut, (kit and tobacco* Here, I believe, the ftrength 
of the accufation of my adverfaries lies; and, as I myfelf 
think it a matter of importance, I muft beg the indulgence 
of the houfe, while I difcufs it at large. They will hence 
fee the fuperiority of my plan over that of the direction. I 
know not howjtis, but either through obftinacy or igno- 
rance, the gentlemen who have held the reins of government 
in Leadenhall, have a£ted fo imprudent, fo inconfiftent a part, v 
that they have deranged and rruftrated the beft concerted 
plans of regulation in Bengal. This I hope to make appear 
under this and other heads of my fpeech. It is urged, as my 
greateft and firfl; crime, that I adfced in diametric il oppofition 
to the inftruftions received from the direction. Here are thefe 
inductions ; it would be idle ta read them all. The only v . 
paragraph deferving your attention is this ; « You fhall take 
from. the company's fervants the exclufive privilege of trading 
in beetfe^nut, fait and tobacco;, and fettle it upon the looting 

0.4 the 



the mod equitable to the natives, and the, moft profitable fo 

the company you can devife." From thefe word? it wiH, I 

think, appear, that my inftru&ions were not fo precife and defi- 

* nite, as abfolutely to fix the mode of carrying on this trade. 

^ Ben* general, I gave them a liberal^conftruaion, making the 
in erett of the company the.fole ftandard by which every re- 
gulation was to be tried. Jnvefted with extraordinary powers, 
I thought imyfelf juftified in confulting the, fpirit of thofe rules 
which were fo indefinitely expreffed; and, I truft, I did not., 
altogether difappoint the expectation of my employers. The 
privilege of trading in fait was claimed by the. fervants of Che 
company, as a necefiary addition to their falary, which, every 
body knows, to be totally infufficient for their fupport. The 
appointments ot a counsellor is only three hundred pounds, 
and his annual expences cannot fall fhort of three thoufand : 
the fame proportion holds among the other fervants. Hence, 
while Mr. Vanfittart was prcfident, they fet up for the firft 
time this claim. Suja Dowla faw clearly, that; if the com- 
pany's fervants were to carry on thi$ trade free of every im- 
port and reftraint, while the native merchant paid large fums, 
the latter would be totally ruined, and his revenues from that 
article would dwindle to nothing. He therefore infifted upoa 
thl Reflation of this privilege, elfe that he would , throw the 
trade cjiiite open. Thefompany's fervants declared that they 
would trade as formerly, without any reftri&ion. Hence the 

V"war tSdt foLwed, hence the origin of a fele£); committer. 
Befides. this grievance-, there was another to.be redfefled. 
From time immemorial it has been a cuftom to give and take, 
prcicnts. An inferior can hardly be perfuaded to approach . 
a fuperior without a gift; the habit of defpotifm has formed 
their minds to this rrjode of tranfacYtng bufinefs. Apcordingly, 
when the company's fervants became the acting fovereigns of 
Bengal, arid the channels through which favours pafled, they . 
received prefents'J and 4 thus indemnified themfelves for the 
finallnefs of their falaries. The' company thought that this 
pra£ti£e'had introduced many abufes \ and therefore fent out 
covenants; which were to be figned by all their fervants, and 
were to exclude them for ever after from accepting any pre- . 
fents by dire& or indireft means. Thus deprived qf their twfc, 
main ftays at once, of the fait traa> and of prefents* how 
were they to be fupported ? I faw and felt that fome plan 
muft be adopted ; and none printed itfelf that feemed moue 
efft&iiaT, oi lefs expeflfive to the company, than the appro* *. 
priatibn of the money raifed by the trade in, beetle- nut, fait . 
and tdblicco, put under proper. ixgulatipn§ t /.^.pvir.fuaACP.^f^. 
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this idea*. I eftublffliejf th^s rtjonopply, for 3 monopoly ,it un- 
doubtedly was i andl fixed the cuftqms.and the prices which 
it was to .pay in the different partsof Bengal, as Jar as fiu- 
map 'forefight; and regulation , could go., .$ or does it appear 
to me that the meafure prqved ppprtffive Suppofe the inha- 
bitants of Bengal to be fifteen millions,, according to the ge- 
neral calculation ; the quantity, of maunds of fait fold is 
kn<5wn from the. money which they produced, and from the 
books of the .monopoly. At. Calcutta the maund of fait fold 
at one prjce,,at; Patna at another, and at Monghecr at ano- 
ther^ increafing in its price the farther it was carried up the 
river, or into the country. After a due allowance for every 
circumftance, I find that' at a medium each peffon did not 
pay in r the courfe of the whole year, above one and ninepejice 
for "fait, an equal quantity being allowed to every individual.' 
Now can this fum be thought exceflive, in a country where a 
labourer's wages amount to fix {hillings, a week, where almpft 
no cloaths are worn, where no ftrong liquors are drank, where 
rice and milk, the fober foodof the inhabitants, are cbrtipa- 
t ratiyely cheap ? The idea is abfurd. Believe me, the mo- 
nopoly did not bear hard upon the people, but upon the mer- 
chants. Thoufands and thoufands of them were thrown out 
of trade, and reduced to diftrefs ; nor do I deny that the coun- 
try agents exacted unreafonable profits, and enhanced the price 
of the commodity. Of that abufe the felcft committee was 
entirely guiltlefs ; the duties eftablifhed by them were mode- 
rate a!nd reasonable, lnftead of adhering to this plan, what 
did the direction do ? they reftored the trade to the natives, 
and continued the duties without collecting them» Had this 
object been properly attended to, the Treafury would have^ 
been this day a million and a half the richer; for that ij the 
fum to which at a medium that revenue would now have 
amounted. ^JJut the gentlemen have been too much employed 
in fecuring an intereffc among the proprietors, to regard fo tri- 
fling a confideration. Of this monopoly, I,, as governor, 
had a (hare, and the reft of the fervants their due proportion. 
But how did I difpofe of my fhare ? Idiftributed it among 
men of merit, men who deferved well of me and their coun- 
try. Three gentlemen 1 carried out with me, promrfing to 
make provifion for them. One of them, Mr. Mufkelyne, 
my fecretary, was the companion of my youth, the compa- 
nion of my toils and dangers. We both ferved on the cpaft, 
we were both taken together, we both made our efcape, we 
both fought under Bofcawen at the ficge of Pondicherry. LI 
health obliged him to return home, and to relinquish all his 
(^q 2 profpefts 



profpe&s. When, fortune had proved, fp. kind to my endea- 
vours, I thought it my duty to aflift turnout of my affluence. 
I did fo $ but fomething n^ore feemedto be wanting, ffe at- 
tended me to Jttindoftan ; and, the whole of the thirty-two 
thoufand pounds accruing to 'me from the monopoly ot bee- 
tle-nut, fait;, and tobacco, was fhared between him, the other 
gentleman, and my furgeon, who left feven hundred pounds 
a year, to ferve me; and I do not think them too .amply re- 
warded.. Upon the whole, I difburfed, you fee, five thou- 
fand pounds more than I received ; and all this I did, that I 
might not be taxed with partiality, in order to advance my 
friends over the heads of other men. Nor is this all that I 
refigned. If ever Muffulman loved a Chriftian, M,eer Jaf- 
fier had a fincere affection for me* Finding himfelf near his 
end, he* called his minifters. and in their prefe nee declared, 
that as a mark of his attachment, he bequeathed feventy thou- 
fand pounds to colonel Clive. This fum I might have re- 
tained as my legal right, as I have been advifed by the ho- 
nourable fpeaker, and by another perfonage, no lefs honour* 
able, that does not fit in this Houfe. This I formed into a 
fund for the fupport of officers, and difbanded and difabled 
foldiers : an eftabli&ment, by which they will now be ena- 
bled to Return into their own country, and to live as com- 
fortably as if they were penfioners of Cbelfea-Hofpital. This 
inftitution was the only thing wanted to put the military of 
the Eaft-India Company upon a refpe&able footing, and to 
remove "gloomy profpecis from the mind of the old worn- out 
foldier. 

Before I enter on the direct difcuffion of the prefent ftate of 
the Eaft India company, permit me to make a fliort apology 
for their fervants. Now-a-days every youth poflefTed of any 
intereft, endeavours to go out as a writer to the company. 
No matter how ill qualified he is by education, writing and 
cyphering are thought fufficient. The fame talents which 
were deemed necettary when the company was only a trading 
body, are required now that they have become fovereigns of 
an empire as large as all Europe. The fame hands that flourish- 
ed a pen, are field capable of fwaying a fceptre; and accord- 
ingly, no queftions are propofed at their examination, but 
** can you cypher, can you write and keep accounts ?" A fpe* 
cimen of their penmanfhip is produced, together, with a cer«* 
tificate fromfome writing -matter, that they have under, him 
learned the true art of book keeping, after the Italian maimer*. 
Nothing farther is wanting ; they are put upon the lift. Ife^ 
ing equipt, they receive their leflbn from friends and f^-- 

lations 
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fttions.My dear boy, fays the father, I have done my part* 
I have fet you in the way of fortune, and it will be your towfc 
fault if you are net a made man. See what a fortune has beet*' 
made by this lord, and that lord, by Mr.' fuch-a-oneand' 
fuch-a-one; what hinders you to be as fuccefsfut? Thus' are 
their paffions enflamed, and their principles corrupted, before 
they leave their native country. What is the confequferic,e of 
their landing in Bengal? One of thefe raw boys walks tout in- 
to the ftreets of Calcutta, for his incorne will not allow hihl to 
ride. He fees writers who are not greatly his feniors, march- 
ing in ftate on fine prancing horfes, or carried along at their 
eafe in a palanquin. He comes home and tells his banyan 
what a figure his acquaintance made. And what hinders ybu 
to equal him in fplendor, returns the banyan? I have rndney J ; 
enough, and you have nothing to do but to receive, for yb'a* 
need not* aik. Well, money is advanced by the generoas * 
mufielman, the youth takes the baitr, he has his hor(e$, hit 
coach, his palanquin, hisharam; and while in purfuit of onfe* 
fortune, fpends three. But how is the banyan in the meat* 
time indemnified? Under the fandion of the young man, 
who is rifing in the ftate, and making a quick progrefs tto-' 
wards a feat in council, he rifes like wife, and comnlits various 
oppreffions with impunity, the practice being fo general, as 
to afford him perfe& fecurity. I can affure you, that native 
Britons are not the perfons that dire£tly oppf efs, but the In- 
dians who take (belter under them, arid who have paved 
their way to all exemption from controul, by pecuniary obli- 
gations. Human nature is frail, and the defire of wealth is 
as ftrong a paflion as ambition. Where then js the wonder 
that men fhould fink under the temptations to which they are ' 
here expofed ? Flefh and blood cannot refift them. An In- 
dian comes to you with his bag of diver, and entreats you to 
accept of it as a prefent. If your virtue be proof againft this 
trial, he comes next day with the fame bag filled with gold. 
Should your ftoifm ftill continue, he returns with it fluffed 
with diamonds ; and if, for fear of detection, you refufeeven 
this temptation, he difplays his bales of merchandize, a trap 
into which a trader readily falls. He takes them at alow 
price, and fends them to a diftant market, where he gains 
500 per cent. Hence a new plunderer is let loofe upon the fo- 
ciety; but he is a plunderer whom we owe to the badnefs of 
our own regulations. The fervants of the company yield 
only becaufethey are men; prefcnts are fo common and fo 
prevailing in India, that it is almoft impoffible not to be car- 
ried atong by the torrent. Meer Jaffier told me, that in the 
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courfe of a yearhe received three hundred thoufand pounds 
in this way, and I might have received as much while go- 
vernor: judge then how difficult it is for men of common 
minds to return wi(th unpolluted hands. 

Now let us turp.ouf attention to the ftate of the com- 
pany. Hindoftan* and Bengal in part-cular, has been from 
time immemorial th^ centre of commerce and wealth. The 
people are numerous and induftrious, the foil ? is fertile and 
Well cultivated, and the fobriety of the inhabitants makes 
riches flow in from all quarters. Nature has been upon the . 
whole fo bountiful to this part of the world, that it is ia Want 
of nothing, but has many fuperfluities, and may accordingly* 
be called with propriety the terreftrial paradife. Hence it 
it has been the object of men's defires in all ages, and they 
have in general no fooner defired than they obtained. . Tne 
inhabitants unnerved by the climate, and other caufes, are a 
conftant prey to invaders; atprefent the fl;ruggle feems to be.; 
between us and the French, for I can by no. means perfuade * 
myfelf that ambitious nation has dropt the defigns which it 
was .evidently meditating fome years ago. For what purpofe t 
were ten thouland men kept at Mauritius, if no fqheme of „ 
ca.iqueft was laid? I am fatisfied that they have npt yet abjuied 
this plan. They will employ their troops in firmly cftablifh- 
ing their new cQlonjr at Madagafcar, and, when the critical 
moment comes, they will pour them into Hindoftan, and ; 
wreft the whole out of our hands,: and believe me ? . if they" 
once conquer Bengal, the reft of the Mogul's empire will fol- t 
low, and nothing will contribute fo much as that event tp 
their acquifition of uniyorfol mpnarchy. Thefc ( o ifidera- , 
tions did not efcape my attention more than a twelvemonth' \ 
ago,, and ever anxious for the welfare of the company, wi.h . 
w,hoife intereftl Jcnew that of niy country to be interwoven, I 
fubmitted a plan of defence tp the infpecYion of the minifter, 
but I have hitherto found it attended with no good effeft.' , 
The Eaft Indies, notwithftanding all their importance, werq, 
l<?fttothe protection of chance.. This leads me to confider 
the caufes of the prefent bad ftate of the Eaft-India Companyij . 
In my opinion, this is owing to four caufes, to t}ie negl,igence„, 
% of adminiftration, to the mifconduft of the dire&ipn, to th^ ! 
outrageous behaviour of general courts, and to the difobe-x , 
dience of the company's lervants in the Eaft- Indies. 'Adinj.-..', 
niftration, inftead of eftablifhing a general plan qf permanent?. . 
government, feems, like the directors and the company's . fe,f> . 
vants, to have had nothing in view but the loaves aud fifties '. 
When this bufinefs came before parliament fome yea^s ago, • 
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the queftion was n©t how to fecure fo beneficial a trade, and 

fo great an empire for a perpetuity, but to makean immediate 
dividend of 400 hundred thoufand pounds to one party and 
two hundred thoufand to another. In fhort the loaves and 
fifties were the only confideration^ The directors by no 
means purfued the vigorous plan chalked out by me. They 
fuddenly flopped profecutions, reftored the fufpended, and 
undid every thing that had beeh done; and yet by 
this bill they are willing to difable themfelves from ever 
withdrawing profecutions for the future ; a clear proof 
that they are fenfible of their own mifconduft in that pari 
ticular. Nor is this the only point in which they have 
coafefledly erred. They have been fo eager to fecure their 
annual eleftion, that the firft half of the year has been con- 
fumed in freeing themfelves from the obligations contrafted 
by their lafVele£tion, and the fecond half has . been wafted 
in incurring new obligations and forming an intereft among 
the proprietors. But, in fpite of all thete manoeuvres, the 
' direction has been fo flu&uating and unfettled, that frefh 
and contradi£tory orders have been fent out with every 
fleet. Hence the fervants in Bengal are in fomemeafure 
excufeable, if they have fometimes ventured to follow their 
own opinion in oppofition to that of the directors. The go- 
vernor and council certainly underftood the intereft of the 
company in Bengal much better than the Direction. The 
proprietors, however, have nobody but themfelves to charge 
with the evil confequences. Had they been .lefs fickle and 
spfurd, their concerns would have been much more con- 
fiftently and uniformly managed. The malverfetion of 
their fervants may be juftly charged upon the flu&uation 
of their own councils. Had they not concurred in reftoring 
fufpended and profecuted men, the .governor and council 
would never have deliberated whether they fhould obey pr, 
not the orders of the dire&ion. Fundamental principles 
being once overturned, the whole, fyftem tumbles to the 
ground. Such in my opinion are the caiifes of the prefcnt 
bad irate of the company. That it is bad. I can clearly 
prove ; and it is in vain that the Directors, in order to 
palliate their own mifconduftj endeavour to fet a glofsupon 
the matter. The Direftors do not poffefs a ftateof the re- 
venues of Bengal for the laft year ; but I do, having re- 
ceived it a few days ago, from a member in council : * 
and the clear net revenue amounts for 177 1, only to 171 
thoufand pounds. Now government is to receive 400 

thoufand 

* Here he gave 311 account of the revenues of Bengali, from 1761 to 177ft* 
froiin a paper vn his hand, which he offered to lay betore the houfe. 
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thou find pounds, and the proprietors 200 thoufand* and 

all this is to proceed from the ^revenues of Bengal. What 
» falling off is here ! and yet you fee that the revenue has 
net greatly decreafed. The net fum, that came into the 
treafury was greateft during my prefidency. Since that 
period the expences of the military eftablifhment, as it is 
called by themfelves, has gradually encreafed till now it 
Amounts to the enormous fum of one million eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds per annum. The power of receiving 
|>refents and the privilege of free trade in beetle -nut, fait 
and tobacco being taken away, the company *s fervants have 
found out the way of making fortunes by charging ex- 
orbitantly in all contra&s for f urnifhing the troops with 
provifions and other neceflaries, and hence it is that the 
revenues 'fall ftiort, and do not come into the treafury, tho* 
the fumj levied does not fall greatly fhort of four milli- 
ons. To me it is evident that the great decreafe of the re- 
venue is owing to this caufe, and to the fupinenefs and in- 
dWence of the governors who fucceeded me. Had they 
followed my plan with vigour, the country would ftill have 
flourifhed, and this kingdom might have received an an- 
nual advantage of a million and a half. Mr. Verelft was, af- 
ter the matureft coniideration, the propereft perfon I could 
pitch upon as my iucceffor, though I had ibhie ominous 
feelings of what would happen ; but not without a previous 
proterc againft all weak lenity, as you will find- from the 
extrafl: of a letter fent by me to Mr. Verelft, before I 
embarked for Europe, f Hence you will perceive that I 
augured almoft all the evils that have enfued. Having 
detained you fo long, and exhaufted, I fear your pati- 
ence, let me conclude by obfervihg, that Bengal is the 
hrighteft jewel in the Britifh crown, though at pfefent in 
a rude and unpolifhed ftate • that if it be once properly . 
improved and burnifhed, it will eclipfe every thing of the* 
kind that has been yet feen in the world; but that if it be 
once futFered to drop out and be loft, the crown will lofe ' 
half its fpiendor and dignity. 

+ Here he read theextra&, which has appeared forne time ago. 

N. B. The noble lord in the courie of this fpeech, of which v^e. have giv- 
en every material circumftancc, read fcveral extracts of letters and other pa- t 
pei j, that we had not room to infert. 
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Governor Johkstone's Speech, in anftver to Lord Cuv£j 

. Mr. Speaker, , , 

1AM -clearly of opinion againft giving leave for bringing 
.in this bill before we have gone through a previous exa- 
mination of fafts to enable us to form a proper judgment. 
It is not upon fuch knowledge as may be acquired from 
Joofe, irregular, u neon ne&ed, bold affertions, or from par- 
tial, ftudied calculations on paper, (thrown together to de- 
ceive and miflead, and merely read by a particular member 
in his place, where human genius cannot follow the num- 
bers, fo 4S to di (cover or deleft any fraud, that this houfe 
ought to proceed in a matter of fuch moment : but from 
f vidence folemnly brought to your bar, and authentic papers 
laid on your table whereby truth and falfehood may be com- 
pared. The man/ contradictory accounts we have heaid 
from different fides of the Houfe, (hould induce us to this 
rational ftep. Except the gentlemen whp moved and fecond- 
. ed this queftion, every one who" has fpoken hitherto has. 
called for an enquiry : even thofe whofe conduct may be fup- * 
pofed to be rnoft effected by fuch a proceeding, have been. . 
loddeft in the demand : and yet from a languor I perceive in> 
certain parts of the Houfe whofe fpirit can alone rouze this 
Aflembly, and from 4 certain whifpers that have gone abroad, l 
believe this great national queftion under certain compromises 
and coalitions will be flurred over like many other fubjefts* 
regardlefs of the honour of the nation, and the cries of hu- 
man nature. 

* An honourable gentleman on the other fide has told you 
there are no evils exifting in the government of Bengal, tha$ 
cities are encreafing to double their fize, inhabitants multi T 
plying, and new improvements in land every where through- 
out the provinces ; and this he has dated in contradiction ta 
3 paragraph from a refpeftable author, Colonel Dow, whp 
tells you that five millions of people have been deftroyed or 
fled from the country. The Honourable Member has faid 
'-' he formerly knew Colonel Dow, and that he believed him 
to be a man of honour j but pique and refentment for thq 
difappointments which he fuffered, in confequence of his 
part in the aflbciation of 1766 has induced him to exaggeratQ 
circumftances, and place every thing in an unfavourable 

jighi.» _ . 

I have thepleafure of knowing Colonel Dow in a very inti- 
mate degree at.this moment; I too believe him to be a man of 
jjjridj honour, and all the world will allow h? is a man qf 

- ^*'Mr. Rumbold, 
Vol. X, R r txtra* 
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extraordinary difquihtive powers/ As this very paflSgee*, 

. cezdcd a\\ the accounts of diftrefs which I hadieard concern* 

^ing the country, I afted the Colonel refpe&ing it*— -he allow- 

.cd there was fame ambiguity in the expreffion as to the time 

when his calculation begun and ended—- but that he meant to 

include all the miferies of the famine to. the laft difpatehes, 

and in this fenfe he was capable of fhcwing fufficient fqunda-r 

fion for Che fa&s be had aiTerted; but let Colonel Dow's or 

the Honourable Gentleman's account be true, it behoves the 

Legiflature to enquire; nor can we ever be vindicated in 

{hutting our doors againft regular information after fuch af* 

fcrtions from an Officer of high rank and character, in a 

work to which he has affixed his name, and dedicated to his 

Sovereign, 

A | Noble Lord on this fide the Houfe has admitted fuch 
mrfenes and mifmanagement in the affairs of Bengal fineehe 
JJeft that country, that every man of fore-thought muft be 
itlarmed with the approach of fudden bankruptcy. His 
J^otdfliip has indeed imputed them to other caufes, but ftill 
,the grievances exift, and whether in the Directors at home 
4x the Contra&ors abroad, it is equally our duty to enquire, 

The Noble Lord bias m^de a great impreffion on the 
Jjoufe, by entering into a long refutation of charges that bad 
t*een fent him by the Court of Dire&ors, the mutilated titles 
«f wtych, charges he has barely read. As I have had an op* 
portunjty of feeing thofe charges as well as the Noble 
t<ord>, and as the anlwers he has given to (hem after all poffi^ 
l>ie preparation rather confirm than leflcn my idea of his 
guiU» I. beg leave tQ be indulged in a few words by way of 
repty to each. 

- The Noble Lord fets out with two articles which have 
■been tranfmitted to himfrom the Court of Directors, as theffirft 
&nd feeond heads of charges exhibited sgainft him. It. ^ jaeedlfcft 
fqr his L,ordfliip to furniih me with inftances of the cfumCy 
manner in which bufinefs is tranfc&cd at th$ Euft trjdia 
Houfe; and yet there is fomething fo very extraordinary in 
this, that I-ain apt to impute it tQ defign . father tl^£ gpo^ 
jance. His Lord(hip plumes himfelf extremely in refuting 
thofe charges. As to the firft, fays he, V 1 never, dealt in 
potton in all my life, I know no more, of cotton than the; 
.^ope of Rome, nor indeed, properly {peaking, 4id r ^ cvff 
trade, My fortune was obtained at the head ofan.sqny, 
Jtefpe£Hng the fecond, I did fend to diftant provinces to.figr~ 
Stjafe diamonds, for the pyrpofe of flitting niy j?g#»e to 

V. ' % LordCJive, 

Ittgl«nd, 
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Eftgland, there being no other lawful way of remitting my 
money at that time, as the Company's caft was then fiifl* 
But after regularly paying the duties for, th£ diamonds here fn 
England I loft three per cent, by; the adventure** Now 
really it is fufikieht to aftonifl* the Houfeand pecafxori thelf 
giving v^ry little attention to any other charges*, When th* 
firft and fecondare fo eafily anfwered. But I hope the won- 
der will be removed* and their attention recalled, when I ao 
tjuafat them* there are no fucb articles ftated as charges i- 
gajnKfr his Lordfhip. The charge of monopolizing cottoh 
andtbrciftg it on the Zemindars is exprefly confined to the 
Council* excepting fome particular members. The mond- 
, ' pbly of diamonds is not ftated as a charge but as a fa£E to 
illuitrate another point. ' . 

I /come now to the real articles of charge* atid I fubmlt tt) 
the retolle&ion of the Houfe, how far his Lordfhip has *an- 
fwcredthem to the understanding of any man of feiife. iFFie 
*firft article of charge, as his Lordfliip has ftated thMnfjis 
1 .monopolizing of fait* beetel nut* and tobacco, contralto 
the repeated orders of the Court of Dire&ors* arid in edn~ 
tradition to his folemn engagements rn that behalf, ,". Hastrdt 
This Lordfhip confefled a monopoly of thofe articles in,; Ate 
Tnoft rigid degree i Has> he not allowed he held £- j^*) 1 
^fliares ? Has he not pretended to amufe,you with calculations 
v of the moft cruel and fallacious kind* ftating how much Be 
iexrraifced from each individual on the afticle.pf fait* without 
fncfuding the other commodities ? Has be not told yoti thojh 
men* wearing few cloaths* and having only mean habitatU 
ons, and not being addi&ed to the ufe of fpirituousjiquors, 
were well able to pay the as, 3d. demanded, and therefore f$c 
ini£rument§ to jbefqueezed in his engines pf op predion. What 
jman* who has considered the fubjed . of taxation* Can be fa. 
'ignorant as not to know that every fpeciesof general extortion . 
■ pr oppreffion may be vindicated, by fuch arguments I Can any 
-mintty t :*fttr duties afrd enhanced prices are long laid on 
My commodity, that the encreafed extortion falls equally on 
fever^ to^niber of the community* much lefs on the nrft efta- 
bftftmerttof futh impofitiorrs f But thetflere. fum taken is 
?'£(k the etrif* as might be ftown by the difference of taxation 
-In'JMe and arbitrary countries; It is the wicked principle of 
"JhlcR|regulatipn^ contrary to the law of nature* that deftroys 
Jiunfoo ihduftry* checks the incitements to labour* and pro* 
fluth famine arid all other evil confequences that have fot- 
' l^wfcd in Bengal But h£re too I muft remark that the title 
-of *ikiattide of charge* as-deliv&ed to the Court ; of-Dfc- 
re&ors) refpe&ing many other Gentlemen a? well as his Lord- 
* Rr a . \ - j 1 * I ihip. 

h *< ■• -• a r 
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4$*A Is not for monopolizing fait, beefei-nuf, and : tobft£co, 
^whicb produced fhe late famine, but for monopolizing fait, 
beetel-nut, tobacco, and other commodities , which produced 
? Relate famine. His Lordfhip bas acknowledged the effects 
sJ^i bis regulation was that of fetting.thoufandsand thoufands 
;^of merchants adrift who ufed to deal in thofecomfnodkies.-*- 
. .Can there be fo complete a confefliort of the horrid confe- 
•quences of his regulation before a fenfible body of men-? 
^Xhoufands and thoufandsof merchants thrown loofe in any 
-community will convulfe the ftate to the very centre. But, 
lays bis Lordfhip, " I acknowledge the- firft regulations on 
the inftkution of this monopoly, which were drawn by Mr. 
Sumner in my abfence, were defe&ive, and I received- marry 
complaints up the country againft them, but in the netffc 
year I corrected all thefe miftakes, and laid on fifty percent, 
additional duty, dire&ing the commodities to be fold at the 
different places at diftin£t prices, and in cafe it had not been 
for the frauds pra&ifed by the Banyans, and the difpbedience 
of orders in the agents for the committee, there could have 
been no complaints." Without .taking notice that bis Lord-* 
{hip had no authority for laying on any duties whatfbever, 
who does not fee that fuch a ridiculous icheme of fixing ftated 
prices, on the neceffaries of life throughout the provinces, 
without its being poffible at all times to proportion the quan- 
tity and demand, was liable to every fpecies of impofitictt 
- that followed ? and nothing lefs than a total ignorance of the 
*lubje& could make a man complain of the confequences. 

His Lordfhip has gone into a digreffion to ibiflead the Houfe 
on the manner in whieh this trade was formerly carried on, or 
vindicate himfelf for impofing fuch high duties: and this is a 
miftake I have met with from many fenftbte men in dif- 
courfing concerning Eaft India affairs.— The revenues of the 
ftate are not collected in India, by duties and tomrritidities, 
as in Europe. The amount of the higheft duties that were 
ever colle&ed en fait in Bengal was 71,000/. a year: the ge- 
neral medium was 40,000/. The reft were exa&ions attthfe 
different chokeys, Cogee Wazeed farmed the whole at 
.32,000/. a year, in the rime of Alle Verde Cawn ; and a'wor- 
. thy governor, 'who is fince loft, confeffed to me : in a public 
affembiy, that the difputes with Coffim Ally Cawn on&efe 
articles, were fairly contentions for authority, and not of pe- 
cuniary confideration. The aflumed diftin&ion of exports, 
and imports, in explaining, the firm an nd, arc ridkrulous^iA 
'themfelves, and never could be applicable to fait, even re- 
cording to that affumed diitiuition, fincc fait has ever been 
both an export and import, v ., . «• c ? ■ *.%. 

And 



( 3*9 > 

♦ And therefore there is not the leaft argnmenrto tfe A^&i* 
from thofe fads which can vindicate his LotdflripV tfeglSfc 
tions. ' J • '"' ;£ *' 

We Come rtow to the contumacious dHbbedience of onfeftf 
**His Lordfhip tells us of the extreme ignorance of the Court 
of Dke&ors, in excufe for difre'garding their- pofitiVe com* 
mands, vrhkh had been? formerly laid before the legifla- 
ture. 

' Witb regard to the wifdort of the Court of Dire&ors, I 
will not enter into adifpute with his Lordftipon that article 
at prefent, but leave thofe Gentlemen to vindicate themfelves* 
However, I muft obferve, Whether ignorant or intelligent, 
they were his fuperiors whom he "was bound to obey by every 
tie of honour and duty; and where to much profit accrued, 
by a contrary conduct, men will be apt to impute his'dif- 
♦bedience toother motives. I muft further remark, the or- 
ders of 1766, which were fo peremptory on this head, and 
feemto give fo much offence to his Lordfhip, as leaving bin* 
no defence, except in the ignorance ©f his matters, were all 
wrote by onVwhom he always treated as his moll intimate 
friend, and figned by others whom I cannot call his friends, 
indeed, bat his moftfervile tools in office. If this plea of 
the ignorance of the Dire&ors is to be admitted as an exeufo 
foxfuch wilful difobedrence of their orders, what eftablifh- 
inent can be fecure? 

How is it poffible to deny the fame juftificatton to every 
other peribn, ortopunifh any other man* for -this offence* 
' upon which the welfare of fo many millions depend ; but 
this was not a common difobedience of orders on a fmgto 
point, liable to be mooted, but a pertinacious, ; jriterefted re- 
Sftance, from year to year, under folemn deeds and large pe- 
^nalties, His Lordfhip has ftated, in his farewell letter to Mr. 
Verelft, (which, by the bye, I think the moft arbitrary com- 
pofition that ever was read in a free aflembly) that difobedt- 
#nceto orders he coniidersas the greateft legal crime. Wilt 
'then bis Lord (hip apply the law he left to others, for a mo- 
tncot, to himfelff or is he to be exempted from thofe rules, 
by which the reft of mankind are to be judged ? His Lord- 
fhip has alledged, that many of the extracts of the letters 
referred tp in the; charges againft him, prohibiting the trade 
in falt> beetel-nut, dnd tobacco,' were wrote with references 
tootbe&men, but he forgets to mention, that the letter of 
the 19th of February, 4 17^5, which was wrote nine months 
after he left England, confirms all thofe orders of prohibU 
tion, and has tbefe remarkable words : (< Whatever govern- 
ment may be eltebliihed, or whatever unfoitfeen occurrences 
** may 



4 ajay arife, it is oaf refolution. to prohibit* and We faa$f<»» 
Ivitely forbid this trade of fait, beetel-iiut* ,and tobacco., JjpA 
v iftbrtt>ver* 'we (ball deem every European concerned thf^eto; 
•aire&ly or indire&ly, guilty of a. breach of his covenant) ** 
"~-siid it is, further to be remembered * that this very letter 
^as teceived, and was the occafion or the extraordinary 
deed of difobedience, which has made foftucl} noiie jn %\& 
world. 

• Whatever cxcufcr may* be made* the wilful interefttd dif- 
obedience of orders is clpari 

The next point to be considered, is the profits derived from 
this conduit: His Lordfhip does not deny the large furas be 
' acquired^ bat he tells you of a Mr. Ma/kcluie, who had 
gone through all Stations of life with him— through Aotejj 
Vaft, and defarts wild* to who** he g^ve ijiooci. to Mr* 
Streaqhy (whofc merit I am glad fo acknowledge, as pcai'fc4 
by all parties) 1 froooi to Mr. Ingham 12,000/. to Mr« Phil* 
pot, his footman, 2,000/. belides %&ocL which he formerly 
received as ftated uian account of a (titular nature to this, oa 
the Company's books* Now, really, i can hardly conceive 
a plainer confeffioa of the fa& charged* HisWdlhip ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the money, contrary to hi* ej*t 
gagements t and ia defiance of public orders; but he inft$sj 
that having fubfeoaensly diftribuud it among, his friends and 
Servants, that he has been guilty of no breach of his promts 
©r his duty*— -As this is a new fpeties. of defcace, I ibadf be 
glad to hear the reception it meets with from the public*; la 
would be a (touigc plea in a Court of Juftice; he-fides, Jbovc 
is it poffible to deled any man with Uich a powerful fp?eenjf 
For, fappofe we ihould prove SPyOaoL more so-motrqw* tti 
is only, making another transfer, and all is clear* for, k jnuft 
be remembered, as I faid before, there Is ejus account t** 
ftneed, of a fimilar nature to tfris on the Company's repots 
already, and his Lord&ip acknwledgea tbe-Cubfequeat 4^000/^ 
had never hstn ftattdt ta t he Dirc&ors.— Upon the whftic^ i* 
Is clear his Lord&ip has acknowledged die eftab)i(hmgr the 
fetrreft monopolies on the neceflaries of life, and the; money 
he received by it. These can be few Member*, who .ieqpirpt; 
a diflertatipn to explain the dangerous eoA-1'equences. of *~ boqh 
nopoJy ; or who will deign to enquire ia what prbpontioa lis 
diftributed tbs profits anions his friends and depeniaiits. , 

The neat* charge his JuorcUhip ftaods aqcufed of>. is ; thi 
introducing a fraudulent jCfciftag^. The answer be t»Acs torn 
ibva is&ort:. ** I dideftaWUh a new gold currency* * hot** 
know nothing of the rafoh«e, o{ metals. ' ftowever ? I an} 
hady to declare before 0«U as I now do at $1$ raoraen t» 
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tKzt 1 reaped not a ftiHing profit by it." Taking tVtt <fo» 
fence an his Lortffkip has flatsed it, though I always uftde** 
*fto«d heliad a certain percentage on all coinage, what <L?ep 
th£ whole arrioimt to? A ftrange fconfefliipii for a man attte 
tea* of an empire* held by: a trading" Company ; not JeT^ 
thkn if It pcrfon fhouM declare* t know Nothing ol anatomy^ 
{arid yee 1 am ready ana wrlling at any time you plesui, ftp 
open a principal artery, If the patipnt fltould die under (uch 
an operation, could tfteDb&or ftandwfiofly acquitted? ©0 
iwt rflmca know,.th*t the purky of coin Is a principal con- 
sideration in government, and^ that it is of thqmoft dangerpep 
fconfequences tampering with it by any. Fraudulent mixtures. 
*— Wilt the noble kord alledge, that the private principle*, erf 
the Coinage did not admit of eight per cent, allay above $e 
current ftandard? Will he/deny, that in the pr<>grefs oi" tftp 
frauds, it was coined with thirty per cent, allay ? Wiljt kp 
deny, that in *wo yeprs from its eftablilhmen^ the o#4» 
^ouf^fhing kingdom of Bengal, could not exchange, one hua r 
dred gold mhors at the presidency ? Will he deny, tb^t : i&p 
Company loft 300,000/. by the projeft? Iihall believe,,frpr£ 
his I/ordfhip's word, that he made no profit of thp i-gregf 
opportunity that occurred* but that he left tbis lifcewifc to 
J>is friends, and yet I can hardly admit, after fuch jccenjfc 
inftances of his ability, that he is fo entirely ignorant of-tb* 
mixture of metals, as hi§ modefty would incline the Houfp 
% believe, 

" The laft article of accufation, which ht3 Lortffliip ha* 
fouched upon, is peculation of revenues., or the tajcing of 
pfte and i-gth per cent, from the revenues, efhmafed sit 
3,600^000/. Ttfis Lordfliip has introduced his reafons for thi§ 
appropriation, by a long-winded minute, he has read, to the 
Hqufe, ftatfng the juftice, prudence, moderation, &c. &p, 
WitrjLfc long pata[ogue of all the other virtues,, which ought 
|8 aaqrfi an "Eaft India Governor, To a mih of feofe, tho 
paitfflEat;ing of fuch a common- place jingle of words, would 
Enounce taihis mind, that fprrjetbing iniquitous was to foj^ 
jfoWj^Vways 6f truth are fimple and pure: the paths of 
fraud are intricate and perplexed. -Suppose I Was to tfate t$ 
tKe'Houfe ^ tVan|[ation of thtCJufi, or Judge's commiflioo^ 
£s found ;m r Mu Dow's book, tp pro ye that oppreffionft 
Jiad nevqr prevailed in Hindoftan, . - 

^Mentif^ reflexion know w.hat a . -feeble barrier a combina- 
tion pf lullabies are agajnfr the luft of rapine. Vfe muft 
£oW to the fafls. Did not Lprd J?live declare in his lfttte^ 
fo*het^u>rofI)ireftors of the 28th of April, 1764, thaf 
|e jrAoujjht the. twp an<J <W half per gejit* which had been 

^ '' graiue4 



ghmted to Mr. Vanfittart on the (matt extent of territory we 
fben poffefled was too great a burthen on the Company's 
Vftate? By his own confent, and in confequence of con- 
arming the jaghire, was not his falary fixed at 6000!. a year 
in return for ail his fervices civil and military; the Company 
agreeing to defray all his neceffary expences ?— does not thi 
fame letter of the 4th of June add, ps a farther fecurity for 
fhe Company, <4 This, together with one per cent. com r 
iniffion, which he is entitled to as Prefident, out of the two 
and one-half per cent, coinage duty, to be in full cohfidera- 
$\oa of all his fervices civil and military, confequently his 
TLord&ip is to have no commiflion out of the revenues from 
*ny of our territorial acquifitions whatfoever" ? 

tinder what pretence then could his Lordfhip claim one 
and one-eighth, equal to 40000/. from the revenues ?— Ht 
fays in conlideration of giving up "trade which he now de- 
clares he never followed -, and yet I 'defire to know, after 
acknowledging that deed flated in Mr. Bolts's book, under 
Ivhat name he comprehends his merchandize with Mr. Sykes 
and Gen. Carnac* But fupppftng he had actually dealt i a 
commerce inftead of making his bargains at the head of an 
army is it to be fuppofed lie would have launched into frefh 
Concerns within fix months of his departure ? — but, ftys his 
Lordfhip (fenfible of the tender part of this argument} the 
pourt of Directors have confirmed it to me and fo I (hall 
pafs it over, but I deny by' the moft forced conduction of 
fulfom&eompliqaents that the Court ofPiretfbors can or have 
Confirmed it. to him; befides hiskordfbip has carefully con* 
(cealed from the Houfe the fix months of the one and one- 
eighth per fent. on the revenues which he drew after leaving 
the Eaft Indies in prejudice of that eafy, filly, humane, 
iimple fellow he left behind.— In this I mean no refle&k>n 
en the gentleman mvfelf, I ftate it merely as his Lordfhip 
has reprefented. that 1rIonourab}e Gentleman to the Houfe in 
fumsning up the caufe of all his narrponiou? plans milgiv-. 
fog. 

I have now gone through thp exculpation his Lordfhip war 
pleafed to deliver to the Houfe againft charges of which they 
are ready to acquit him without ever feeing or hearingthe 
particulars of accufation.«r-ln my opinion his arguments. 
tta«4 fulry refuted, though I with that talk had fallen to th$ 
fharc of fome abler- advocate. " - 

I will fum up the whole by requefting of every Member of 
$he Houfe to confixler with his hand on his heart* what ars 
the various fubjefls of complaint againft the different fer-? 
yarns of the Eaft Indja Company, Is it receiving pfefenfi 

ftp* 
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from Indian Princes ? Has any man received them *o fuch in 
extent as his Lordfibip f Is it for remitting by foreign Com* 
panies? Has any man remitted fuch enormous fums by tliefe 
channels ? Is it for monopolizing tbe neceflaries of life, or 
difobediencc of orders ? Did ever any Governor exceed him 
in thofc, even to enter into a penalty bond to continue tb^fe 
iieftrudiive initiations, notwith (landing any. orders from the 
Court of Directors to the ccntrary ? Is it for difmifling law 
fuits by General Courts? Was there ever a law fuitof fuch 
magnitude as his own difmifled by a General Court? And 
here I cannot help mentioning my furprife at the diflikefcis 
. Lordfhip has expreffed again fl: General Courts. How long 
has this difguft come upon him ? Has he no more ufe for thole 
.aflemblies? To what end doe6 the whole of his arguments 
tend? An uncontrouled Diieftion at .homeland an absolute 
government abroad, which are heard with fuch pppUuieby-a 
Britj/h parliament. 

After ftating particulars his Lordihip defcends to genera) 
arguments, which is always the fign of a had caule. To, 
' give the Houfe an imprefllon of his unbounded' generality ?s 
if his former diilributions to his fervants were not fufficient. 
He tells you that Meer Jaffier, who had fuch aSe&ion for his 
Lordihip, thdtJUJh'anJ blood could pot withftand them, left 
to his Lordihip by will, in the prefence of his wife and 
fon t and mimftcr, feventy thou fan d pounds. This Aim* 
his Lord (hip fays, he might have kept, and he had the opi- 
t nion of the ableft lawyer in the kingdom that tbe property ' 
' was .duly his; but inftead of availing himfelf of fuch an 
advantage, he prevailed on the Nabob to add 30,000/. more, 
with which he has finjee eftabliflied a fund as a perpetual mo- 
nument of his bounty to thofe officers and foldiers at the 
rifqueof whofe lives he had nude fo great a fortune. Is it 
xo be. fi^ppofed, fayjs his Lord (hip, that a man who could 
eitablilh fuch uncommon marks of his bounty, couid (loop to 
the crimes charged againft him ? But here again to judge pro- 
perly on the fubjedt we rnuft attend a little to the detail of 
fa£b. Meer Jaffier died four months before his Lordihip ar- 
rived at Calcutta.— Several months more were plapfed before 
a rn^n in the ietdement ever heard a word of this wilL; at 
length Nuncumar, the late minifter, was imprifoned, and 
fooji after he was delivered of this wonderful fecret, which 
! after a proper repetition of releafements and confinements 
i was thoroughly matured* I have examined into this matter 
in another place in, a much more critical and exaft way than 
J I now do*, and it never could hold a femblance of probability. 
i—I am perfectly Satisfied tbe artful minifter jmpofed on his 
Vfll, X. Sf * . Lordihip, 
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Xordfhip, for who can withftand the various artifices of an 
Eaftern genius as he has defcribed their political gallantry.— 
But be that*as it may, I now undertake to bring ten or at 
leaft five men to the bar, who were intimately conne&ed with 
all the affairs of the Durbar for many months after Meer 
JafHer's death, who will declare they never heard a word of 
this will till long after his Lordfhip's arrival, and I will defy 
his Lardfhip, with all his wealth, power, and influence, and 
friends, to bring one gentleman who will declare he bad ever 
heard a word of the matter before his Lordfliip's arrival. 
However, what puts an end to this claim of generofity, is, 
that his Lordfhip was under covenant not to accept of any 
prefents exceeding 4000 rupees. 

I will not trouble the Houfe with my idea of the prefent 
propofed bill. — In the fliape I fofimerly faw it, it appeared to 
me worfe than none* Trie Britilh Legtflature fhould not 
move in the affairs of Afia unlefs (he a&s with dignity and 
effedt. The eye of the world is upon her, and difgrace muft 
jfollow any infignificant, much more any falfe ftep. The [ 
prefent bill leaves that double engine of tyranny the govern- 
ment of the Nabob, forcible, and intire in all its parts. — It 
gives the natives the power of fuing Britifii fubje&s in the 
new eftabliflied courts, but it leaves the Britifh fubjecis with- 
out a remedy againft the frauds or oppreffions of the natives, 

• except through the interpofition of the Governor and Coun- 
cil with their creature the .Nabob. To be able to fue, in 
every other government on earth, implies a power of being 
liable to fue in turn ; but this bill of the Eaff India Com- 
pany is to open new maxims of jurifprudence. The great 

• objeA with a difcerning mind, is, to eftablifli one certain 
fyitem of redrefling injuries throughout that exienfive coun, 
try, and particularly t6 guard, that no man can befafe, from 
the nature of your fyftem, in the commiffion of wrongs. 
This once eftabliihed, prefents will ccafe; for no man gives 
Away his money without a view to undue preference — Cut 
off the means of accomplifcing the pernicious end, and the 
euftom founded upon it drops of courfe* So in monopolies ; 
lay your markets free and open, (which you are well enabled 

■ to do, as drawing your revenues immediately from land vvith- 
outduties of excife or cuftoms) and the evil is corre&ed. By 
the prefent bill the fyftem of tyranny exercifed through the 
Nabob and his Minifters, ftands in fome meafure confirmed 
bylaw* if after being under the view qf the Legiflature, no 
notice is taken of it fo as to Corre& the evil. I had the ho- 
riour of prefenfing to the Houfe a petition from a poor bppref- 
|ed Armenian merchant; who luffcred long imprisonment 
~ ' ' Without 
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without ever being able as yet to know the crime of which 
he is accufed. It is true, on finding his cafe was laid before? 
theHoufe, the framers of this bill have in fome meafu re com- 
prehended his fe£t within the remedies of their law, by infert- 
ang the word ChriJIian. But it was not becaufe he was a 
Chriftian, that I prefented his petition, but becaufe he was a 
human being and fellow creature, and becaufe his cafe 
brought the fituation of all the inhabitants of Bengal fairly 
before the Houfe, nor can the Gentlemen who patronize this 
bill (how me one reafon for inferting the word " Chriftian" 
that does not equally apply for putting in the words Mufful- 
tnan and Gentoo. Suppofe, after the prefent law, the Go- 
vernment is inclined to opprefs, one, ten, or a tboufand of 
the inhabitants of Bengal, he whifpers his wifli to the Na- 
bob, the men are fent to prifon. They lie there for life, or 
are releafed after proper payments. Have they any remedy 
for rekafecnent when imprisoned, or damages when fet free ? 
If you will ktep up this monftrous abfurdity, it were better 
to enlarge the powers of the Nabob, and make him in fome 
.degree an efficient Magifirate like Mahomed Ally at Madrafsx 
My opinion has never altered on this fubjedt. 1 am clear we 
hold thofe lands by conqueft. I think the conqueft was law- 
fully made by the Company, and a fmall part of the King's 
forces ip conjun&ion. I deny that conqueft by a fubj eft- 
lawful ly piade vefts the property in the date, though I main- 
tain it conveys the fovereignty. Stri&ly fpeaking, after 
paying the Eaft India Company for their expences 
and the rifques they run, on an ample fcale, the refidue 
fhould belong to the ftate, but I fee no poflibility of a divi- 
fion, and I fee great dread of the influence which the Crown 
might acquire by an improper arrangement. My]mind there- 
fore is come to this determination: that the Crown, under 
certain conditions, fhould grant the lands to the Eaft India 
Company, as was done in the cafes of New England and fe. 
veral other of our chartered colonies. The mode is eafy, as 
the words impowering conqueft and promiling all future rea- 
sonable grants, in each of the charters are literally the fame. 
For this information, as cafes in poipt, to fettle the minds of 
men who wifli to a& by precedent, I am obliged to a'wor-t 
thy member in my eye, who has made the constitution of the 
Colonies his peculiar ftudy. The fituation of Philadelphia, 
the moft perfeft government under the King, fully illuftrates 
and vindicates my idea. The Eaft India Company fhould 
appoint, and the King approve of the Governor, The diftri- 
bution of juftice fhould flow from the Thtonc. The ftory 
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of the bloody fword does not frighten me # . Wha does not 
know that the firft ftep towards the improvement of civil fo- 
ciety is the taking the power of punifhment from the hands 
of the injured. 'I he commander iri chief of the troops fbotild 
be named by the Company, and appointed by the King, 
all the leffcr officers fhould be in the. Company. • A legifla- 
tive authority fhould be eftablilhed on the foot, without this 
we are like a (hip deprived cf her rudder. The proper checks 
and controtil on that body I do not now enumerate, they 
muft be plain and fimplc ct the beginning. If thefe outlines 
were once adjufted, the fubfequent tafk might be foon ac- 
compliflicd, nor fhould this matter appear fo difficult as to 
induce the Minifter of a gTeat country to fit quiet in the 
moft important national queftion that ever came before par- 
liament, and permit the Houfe to proceed in the dark, dri- 
ving like a (hip at the mercy cf wind and wave. Some men 
have alJedged as an objection againft affuming the fovereiga 
authority of that country ; that foreign nations would objecl. 
Does any man believe that foreign nations permit us vir- 
tually to hold thefe territories under the magic word "Dow* 
annee V* — Can it be fuppofed they are not equally fenfible 
of the imposition as ourfelves, or will it be believed they 
would not be much better contented to hold their different 
privileges under the confirmation of a Britifh legiflature, than 
of a cypher of a Najjob, directed by a Governor and Com- 
mittee whom they can never trace ? If I am favoured with 
the papers I have afLed for, I (hall prove thefe affertions 
*from their own words, and fhow we are much more likely to 
engender difputes under the prcfent fyftem. If, in making 
our regulations, we are jealous of Supporting the privilege of 
foreigners, we are wrong. They are necei&ry for the prof- 
perity of our India trade at home and abroad, and we ought 
to convince them of our refolutions in this refpedtby liberal 
determinations in their behalf, for I dread their edicts more 
than their army. 

The Noble Lord has imputed all the misfortunes of the 
Eaft India Company abroad to a filly fucceffor, and the in- 
creafeofthe military cftablilhment. He is the beft judge 
concerning thofe evils which flowed from his fucceffor. As 
to the increafed military eftabliftiment, I have often wrote, 
and often fpoke againft it, as againft moft of the difburfe- 
ments of the Eaft India Company, which are all calculated 
tin a geometrical fcale of extravagance in proportion to that 
of any other community. But who was the propofer of that 

* This alludes to a cafe ftated by Mr. Rumbold. 

enormous 
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enormous burthen ? The Noble Lord himfelf.. For the Di- 
rectors, though dependent on his breath, rather curtailed than 
extended his plans. He has read to you the ftate Qf the mi- 
litary expences of the years his Lordfnip fcrved in Bengal, 
ami compai^d them with thofe of his fucceffors, but neither 
the effects of his military eftablifhmenr, or his diftant con- 
nections, by ill-judged treaties, cculd be felt till he left the 
country ; nay, not fully till the arrival of the trbop of Colo- 
nels, Lieutenant-Colonels, and Majors, which he fent from 
Europe. His Lordfliip imputes the muitiplied evils that have 
exifted in Bfengal to temporary, partial caufes ; I impute 
them to radical defeds iti the fyftem he had eftabMflied, 
which I will not honour with the name of government,, but 
that of a monftrous heap of partial, arbitrary, political in- 
confiftencies that weie neceflarily doomed to trouble in the 
fliort period they did, and to produce all the complicated mi- 
ferie9, mifchief9, and oppreffions which haveenfued. 

The Noble Lord has told the Houfe of the mighty things 
he did in his trip to India ; but he has carefully avoided con- 
defcending on any one particular, except that of his arbi- 
trary proceedings againft men who had totally eclipfVd his 
glory, in order to make room for his low dependants. Firft, 
by deftroylng all government, and then by eltablifhing a fyf- 
tem of.uncontrouled fraud and rapine — does the Noble Lord 
claim the merit of adding the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar," 
and Oriffa to the Brrtifh empire ? and will the Houfe give it 
to him who dire&ed the pens of Captive Princes, or, to thofe 
who by unwearied toils and multiplied dangers took the 
fwords from their hands ? For I aver it as a- fa£r, that the 
furrender of Souja Doula which reduced that part of the 
world to our obedience, and the arrival of Lord Clive at Cal- 
cutta Were fo near in point of time, that a Courser could hard- 
ly have rode acrofs the country to have given intelligence of 
the laft circumftance before the firft great event had hap- 
pened. 

There is only one other circumftance in the noble Lord's 
fpeech, which I can recoiled from my notes as remaining 
unanfwered. In the quantity of terrors he has hung over our 
heads j ten thoufand French are placed at the Iflandof Mau- 
ritius, and from thence remove to Madagafcar, from whence 
the long exploded topic of univerfal Monarchy, is again de- 
duced. Now HI tell the Noble Lord my opinion en this 
fubjcCt in contradi&ion to his and leave the Houfe to judge 
between us. If the French fhouM acquire our pofleflions in 
India, they could never hold them without poflefiip.g a fupe- 
nority at fea. Thefe countries belong naturally to Great 

Britain, 
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Britain, who has a fleet to conned: them Wttk the principal 

dominion France might convulfe our credit, and injure 

us materially by , a ftrokc in the Eaft Indies, and 1 am per- 
suaded that fuch was their intention, and that file had pro- 
ceeded fo far that {he does not now know whether to draw 
back or go on. Before our fleet went there, our dominions 
i;> the Eaft certainly lay expofed in a manner that no wife 
man can vindicate. Since Adminiftration have fenftbly fent 
a fquadron into thofe feas* and are now (o wifely fending a 
reinforcement, I am in no dread of the French, if they da 
not a£ before our reinforcement arrives.— -I thtnk, myfelf, 
they have lull their time ; at any rate, Bengal is not their firft 
obje&. But if they once come to move to Madagafcar, I am 
Aire they are undone. Any officer who knows how Euro- 
pean foldiers moulder away in thofe climates will have little 
dread from ten thoufand men, after the drifts by death and 
difcafe, in the courle of three or four years, are duly fatis- 
fied ; but in cafe they go to a new fettlement, destitute of all 
'the accommodations fiom buildings and civil fociety, and 
expofed to the corrupted air of rank vegetation, I leave any 
one to judge, who has had experience, in the fettling of co- 
lonies, what will be their fate in a few years.— Upon the 
whole, I (hall vote againft the motion, with a view of efta- 
blifhing an enquiry into the affairs of the Britifh empire irt 
Afia. 



Monday, April 13, at 4 o'clock, came on in the Houfe of 
Commons, a motion made by Colonel Burgoyne, for afele& 
committee to be app6inted to enquiie into the nature and 
date of the Eaft India Company, and of the affairs in the 
Eaft Indies. Mr. Burgoyne laid, the rcafon ofhiswifliing 
to h*ve a fele& committee appointed, was, that a committee 
of the whole Houfe could not go through it (6 minutely, ef- 
pecially as it was now almoft the end of the fefiion, whereas 
a fele£t committee might fit the whole fummer. The Colo- 
nel was feconded in his motion by Sir William Meredith, 
who ihewed the neceffity for fuch an enquiry, as.mil lions of 
people were under the grcateft diftrefs. He related a ftory 
that happened in the Roman Senate, where a great man 
brought home with him three hundred thou kind pounds, one 
hundred thoufand pounds of which be was fatisfied with foe 
himlelf, another hundred thoufand he gave to bribe the Se- 
nate, and the third hundred thoufand among the dumb votes. 
Sir William was anlwered by Mr. Thomas Town(hend > 
who i'poke very ftrongly againft the enquiry being made by a 
ielect committee, faying, it was nothing more than putting 
the affair into the hands of government > and, therefore, that 
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Jie would fooner wifli to fee it in the hands of the board pf 
trade, or the Privy Council, than in a fele£i committee; as 
trie latter, he faja, would be anfwerable for their proceed- 
ings, but a feled committee could not. He added, thai he 
thought they ihould have had this enquiry brought in by 
adminiftration, as there was fomething alluded to in the 
King's fpeech ; but that three months were now elapfed fince 
the lelTion began, and no notice had been taken of it, ex- 
cepting by an Honourable Gentieman independent of admi- 
jiiftration. — — — Lord North fpoke next, and faid, he was 
glad to find the affairs of the Eaft Indies taken up by a Gen- 
tleman unconnected with adminiftration ; that a bill had been 
brought in by one of the Directors, which he thought was 
much .more proper than if brought in by adminiftration ; but 
Ithat he certainly fliould be for making the enquiry by a felecT: 
committee, and (hould have been for it the firft day of the 
feilion, as he always thought it the moft proper mode. 

Lordlrnham, Col.Luttrell, Mr. Dowdefwell, Mr. Corn*- 
yrall, and Mr. Burke, objected to the enquiry being made 
by a feleft committee, faying, they might as well have no 
enquiry at all, for that the fclecl: committees never came 
jn their enquiries to any thing ; and therefore that the ap- 
pointment of one tended only to deceive the people 
and would be inefre&ual, Sir George Colcbrook faid, that as 
one of the Directors, he could not but vote/or an enquiry. 
Col. Barre faid, an enquiry ought to be made, as more cru- 
elties had been pra&ifed in that country than even in Spain, 
but he condemned adminiftration for not bringing on the en- 
quiry before. The noble Lord told us (faid he) that at the 
beginning of the feffion he was in confufion, in the middle too 
we are in confufion, and we ftiall end in confufion ; but, 
however, as I have always been for an enquiry, I am glad 
to accept this rather than none. The Bill however now 

{>ropofed to be brought in, wilLgive little more relief to that 
arge wound, which J can fcarcely find words in the Englifh 
language to defcribe, than a bit of ladies flicking plaifter. 
Mr. Dempfter fpoke next, and objected greatly to the enquiry 
of the felecl committee, faying, he was fure it would end 
in nothing ; that he remembered a few of thofe committees, 
but never found . they came to any thing ; and therefore 
that a committee of the whole Houfe woula^ be the propereft. 
After a debate, which lafted till n o'clock, the queftion 
being called for, the motion was carried without a divilxon. 
.Mr. Sullivan then pre fen ted to the Houfe the following Bill 
relative to the Eaft-India Company,* which was read for the 
firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time on Monday 
the fourth of May, 
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A BILL for the better Regulation of the Affairs of the East-Jndia 
Company, and of their Servants in India, and for the due Admini- 
ftration oj 'Juftice in Bengal. 

WHEREAS his late Majefty King George the Second did, by 
his kttcrs patent, bearing date at Wetlmi niter, the eightn 
day of January, in rhctwenty-iixth year of his reign, grant unto the 
United Company of Merchants of England, traiing to trie Eaft In- 
dies, his Royal Charter, thereby, araongit other things, conftkutiog 
and cftablifhing courts or civil, criminal, and ccclefiaftical jurifdic- 
t on, at the United Company's reined*! ve feitlcments of Madrafpatcam, 
Bombay, on the ill and oi Bombay, and Fort William, hath been 
found ineffectual and inadequate to anfwer the good dnds and pur- 
poses now neceflary to be attained : 

And whereas the faid United Company have hvmbly befought his 
Majefty to grant unto them a more general and compreheniive Char- 
ter "for the due adminiftration of juftice in Bengal ; to which, their 
humble requeft, his Majefty hath been pleafed to condefcend, and 
hath (ignified his moft gracious intention to grant unto the faid Uni- 
ted Company fach new Charter, io far as the fame relates to the faid 
fettlement of Fort William in Ben gel, and die factories and places 
jfubordinate thereto. 
, And whereas it is highly neceflary and expedient that fundry regu- 
lations mould be made for the better management of the faid United 
Company's afFatrs, and alfo of their fervants, and other his Majefty's 
{objects refident in India, and for the better adminiftration of juftice 
in the faid Company's fettlement of Fort William in Bengal, and the 
factories and places now or hereafter to be fubordinate thereto j and 
that fuch regulations mould be enforced by the authority of Parlia- 
ment ; • 

May it therefore pkafi your MAJESTY, . - 

That it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by the King's moft Ex» 
eeljent Majefty, by and with the advice andconfent of the Lor/is Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament af- 
fembled, and by the authority of the fame, That in and by the faid 
new charter to be granted by his Majefty as aforcfaid, it -ftaH and 
may be lawful for his Majefty to eftablifh a fupreme court of judi- 
cature at Fort William aforcfaid in Bengal, and to grant and declare, 
that the fame fhall confift of a Chief Juftice, and three other Judges, 
to be nominated by the Court of Directors of the faid United Com- 
pany, with the approbation of the Lord High Chancellor of Great - 
Britain* and the Lords Chief Juftices of his Majefty's Courts of 
King's Bench and CommonPleas ; which faid Judges fhall be named 
in the faid charter, and fhall hold their refpective offices under the 
fame terms and conditions as the Judges of England do now hold 
and enjoy their refpective office or offices, but in cafe the faid chief 
juftice, or any or cither of the faid other judges, fhall be minded and 
dejlrons to refign his or their refpective office or offices, and of fu*h 
his or their deflre and intention (hall give year's notice to the faid 
United Company'? prefident and council of the faid fettlement of 'Fort 
William aforefaid ; or if it fhall happen that, by reafon of ficknefs or 
other incapacity, the faid chief juftice, or any or either of the faid 
other judges, mall be rendered incapable of attending to and per- 
forming the duty of his or their office or offices, that then, and in any 
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or either of the fald cafes, it /hall and may be. lawful , to and for $e 
faid United Company's prefident and council at Fort William afore- 
faid, to grant a licence to fuch chief juftice, or other judge or judges, 
to refign his or their refpettive office or offices, and to return to 
England : And in any or either of the faid cafes before mentioned, 
or in cafe of aclual aifmiffion, as herein after mentioned and pro- 
vided, it jhall and may be lawful for the faid proficient and council 
of J/ort William aforefaid, forthwith to nominate. and appoint fome 
fit and proper perfon to fucceed to and fill up any fuch vacancy as 
may happen in the faid iupreme court of judicature, until the fame 
fhall be filled tip or fupplied in the manner herein before; di- 
rected. 

And be it further ena&ed, by, the authority aforefaid, That the 
faid fupreme court of judicature, by the faid newphjirte/.-to be efta- 
bliflied, fhall have, and the fame court is hereby declared to have full 
power and authority to exercife and perform all civil, criminal,, and 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiclion by the (aid new charter to-be granted and 
committed to the faid court ; and alfo ihall be at ajl times a court of 
record, in the nature of a court of over and terminer and gaol deli- 
very, and fliall be a court of oyer and terminer and. gaol delivery in 
and for the faid town of Calcutta and fa&ory of . tort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, and other the factories and .places fubprpUnate, or 
hereafter to be fubordinate thereto. 

And be it further enaded, by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall 
and may be lawful for his Majefty, in and by the faid j&efv charter* 
to grant and eftablilh, that in cafe any perfon or pe/fpnsvyhatfoever 
fliall. think himfelf, herfelf, or thomfelves aggrieved by any fentence, 
judgment, order, or determination of the faid fupdreme court of judi- 
cature, to be eftablilhed as aforefaid, he, {he, oMhey fhall and may 
appeal from fuch fentence, judgment, order, or determination, withia 
days after the fame fhall be entered of, record, to his Ma- 
jefty, his heirs. or fuccefTorsj but no fuch appeal -fjiajl be allowed 
of or brought, unlefs the debt or matter in ^litigation* between the 
parties fhall exceed in value • ' fterlirrg, 

nor unlefs fecurity be given in the fum ; of 
flerling, to anfwer the coils of fuch appeal. 

And- be it further enacted, : by the authority aforefaid,. Thattthe. faid 
new charter, nfo to be. granted by his Majefty as aforefaid, and the, 
jurifdi£ion, powers-, and authorities to be thereby eftabli/hed, <fhall 
and may extend to all the feid United Company's fettlements, fac- 
tories, fubordinates, and pofleffions, no.w or at any time hereafter to 
be. acquired, in, the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OrifTa, and to all Britifh ftbjecls and Chriftians who fhall rciide in the 
faid provinces, or either of them, ugder the protection of. the faid 
United Company; and the fame efflfrter ihall be competent and cf* 
feclual, and the fupreme dburt.of judicature, therein, and thereby to 
be eftablifhed, (half have full power and authority. to hear and deter* 
mine. all complaints of the natives of India againft any of his Ma- 
jefty's fubjects, for .any crimes or oppreffions yvhatfpeyer/^and to 
profecute any fuits or aftions, real or perfonal* agaiaft any ;of hi* 
Majefty's fubjects in India \ and alfo for any debt, or for any com- 

Slaint of any native of India againft any other native of India, who 
tall, at the time when fuch debt or caufe of action or complaint fhall 
Pol. Reg. VoJ. X. . Tt have 
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have arifefi, have been employed by, or (hall then have teen in the 
fervice of the faid United Company, or of any of his Myjefty's fub- 
jefts. 

And be it further enadled, by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe 
any complaint in writing mail be exhibited before the faid- United 
Company's preiident and council of Fort William aforefaid, againft 
the laid chief juftice, or any or either of the judges of the faid fu- 
preme court of judicature, to be by the faid new charter cftablifhed, 
for xnal-adminiftration of juftice, or' any notorious or corrupt breach 
of his duty or truft, that then, and in every fuch cafe, the faid 
United Company's prcfident and council of Fort WilHam aforefaid 
ihall and may, upon days notice to be given to fuch chief 

taftice or judge againft whom fii.tth complaint or complaints Ihall 
be exhibited, proceed to the hearing and determination of fuch 
complaint or complaints ; and in cafe the faid preiident and coun- 
cil ihall be unanimoufly of opinion that the chief juftice or judge, 
againft whom fuch complaint or complaints have been exhibited, 
hath or have been guilty of the charge and offence alledged againft 
him or them, that then and in fuch cafe it (hall and may be lawful 
for the faid prcfident and council of Fort William aforefaid to fufpend 
the faid chief tuftiee or judge, k> found guilty, from his or their office 
or offices, and to appoint another chief juftice or judge in his or 
their room and ftead : Provided neverthelefs, that the chief juftice 
or judge fo fufpended may, and he and they are hereby authorifed 
to, appeal to his Majefty in council againft fuch fentence or judg- 
ment, fo as fuch appeal be prefented to and entered in the faid fu- 
f>reme court of judicature within Days after fuch fentence 

of fufpenfion ihall be made or given, and fo as fuch appeal be profe- 
cuted, by the party or parties appealing, with all due diligence ; 
and from and immediately after fuch fentence of fufpenfion, and the 
appointment of a fucceiTor or fuccefTors to fuch chief juitice or judge 
fo fufpended, in manner herein mentioned, the falary or yearly 
allowance of fuch. chief juftice, judge, or judges ihall go to, and be 
equally- divided between the perfon or perfons fo fuipended and 
fuch fueceifor or fuccefTors, until fuch appeal, fo to be brought and 
profecuted as aforefaid, ihall be finally heard and determined ; but 
in cafe no fuch appeal ihall be brought as aforefaid, then and in fuch 
cafe, at the end of days after fuch judgment or fentence of 

fufpenfion, the fame ihall operate and be considered to all intents 
and purpofes as an abfolute difmiffion of fuch chief juftice or judge 
from his or their refpedtive offices. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That the 

freiident and council of the faid United Company's fettlement at 
ort William aforefaid, and ajfc the chief juftice and judges of the 
&id fupreme court of judicatirH to be by the faid new charter efta- 
blilhed, and each, and every of them, fhall, from and after their re- 
fpe&ive returns to England, be, and is and are hereby declared to 
be fubjeft and amenable to his Majefty's court of King's Bench in 
England, for any breach of duty, or for any mifconducl: or miibeha- 
viour in his or their offices or employments. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That fo 
much of the faid charter granted by his faid late Majefty as refpecls 
or relates to the eftablifhment of the Mayor's Court at Calcutta 
aforefaid, in Bengal, or to -the civil, criminal, or ecelefiaftical jurif- 
di&ion in the faid United Company's fettlement there, or the fubor- 
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dinates thereunto belonging, (hall, from and immediately after tKe 
faid new charter to be granted by his Majefty in purfuance of this 
aft, (hall be openly publifhed at Fort William aforefaid, 

to all intents and purpofes ; but ne- 
▼erthelefs the faid charter fo granted by his faid late Majeily (hall .in 
all other refpects, and as for and concerning all or any other of the. 
faid Company's principal Prefidency or fettlements to which the fame 
relates, or to any factories or places now or hereafter to be fubordi- 
jutetofuch principal fettlements, continue, be, and remain in full 
force and virtue, according to the true intent and meaning there- 
of j and that as folly and effectually, to all intents and purpofes 
whatfoever, as if this act had never been made, or the faid new in* 
tended charter mould never be granted. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That all the? 
records, minuments, and proceedings whatfoever of and belonging- 
to the faid Mayor's Court at Calcutta aforefaid, or to the courts ot 
oyer and terminer and gaol delivery at Fort William aforefaid, efta- 
blifhed by the faid charter of his faid late Majefty, (hall, from and 
immediately after the faid court of judicature by the faid new char- 
ter to be eitablifhed at Fort William aforefaid (hall be fo cftabliroed, 
be delivered over, preferved and depofited for fafe cuftody in the 
faid new court of judicature, to which all parties concerned (hall and 
mav rcfort, and have recourfe, upon application to the faid court. 
. And be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and af- 
ter the it (hall not be lawful for the Prefident 
Governor, or any of the Council of the faid United Company's 
Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, or for the Chief Tuftice or any 
of the Judges of the fupreme court of judicature at Fort William 
aforeiaid, to be by the faid new charter eitablifhed, directly or in- 
directly, by therafelves, or by any other perfon or perfons for his or 
their ufe, or on his or their behalf, to accept, receive, or take of or 
from any of the Indian Princes, or powers, or their mini Hers or 
agents, or any perfon or perfons under their dominion, power, or au- 
thority, in any manner, or on any account whatfoever, *ny prefent, 
gift, donation, gratuity or reward, pecuniary or otherwise; nor 
(hall carry on, be concerned in, or have any dealing or tranfaction3, 
by way of traffick or commerce, of any kind whatfoever, either, for 
his or their ufe or benefit, profit or advantage, or for the benefit or 
advantage of any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, or of any foreign, 
Company in India, or by way of commifEon for any -fuch foreign 
Company (the trade and commerce of the faid United Company only 
excepted) ; any law, ufage, or cuitom to the contrary thereof in any 
wife DOtwithdanding. 

And, for the better and more effectually enforcing the feveral pro- 
hibitions and reftraints aforefaid, be it further enacted, by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, that the prefident or governor and each and every of , 
the faid United Company's council of their faid prefidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, (hall, upon entering upon his or their refpective 
office or offices, take and fubferibe an oath in writing, in the words or 
to the effect following; (that is to fay) " I A. B. do folemnly 
(wear, that I will not, directly or indirectly, by rayfelf, or by any 
other perfon or perfons on myiehalf or for my ufe, accept, receive, 
or. take, of or from any of$be {A&in princes or powers, # of their mi- 
rfiftcrs or agents, or any perfon or perfons under their dominion, 
power, or authority, in any manner or on any account whatfoever, 
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any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity orreward, pecuniary or other-* 
Wife j nor will carry on, be concerned in, or have any dealings, or 
tranfactions, by way of traffick or commerce, of any kind what- 
foever, . either for my own ufe or benefit,, profit or advantage,, or for 
the benefit or advantage of any other peribn or perfons whatfoever, 
or of any foreign company in India, or by way of commiffion for 
any fuch foreign company (the trade and commerce of the United 
Company of merchants trading to England only excepted) : And 1 
the faid A. B. do further fwear, that I will in all things, as far 
asinmelieth, duly,' faithfully, and uprightly exercife, perform, and 
execute the office of (to which the faid 

A. B, (hall be appointed) without partiality, favour, or affection, 
$o help me God.", 

Ana be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that the chief 
juftice, and each and every of the judges of the ftid fupreme court 
of judicature to be by the faid new charter eftabliflied, (hall, upon 
his or their entering upon his or their refpective office or offices, 
feefides the oath or oaths which (hall be directed to be by them taken 
by the (aid new charter, take and fubferibe the like oath in writing, 
as js herein before directed to be taken by the prefident or governor, 
and each of the faid United Company's council of their faid prefi- 
dency of Fort William aforefaid. 

And it is hereby further en adted, by the authority aforefaid, that 
fuch refpe&ive oaths fo as aforefaid directed to be taken and fui>- 
fcribed in writing (hall be fo taken and fubferibed by the faid prefi- 
dent or governor, and each of the faid United Company's council of 
Fort William aforefaid, before the faid chief juftice, or * or 

more of the judges of the faid fupreme court of judicature to be 
there eilablifhed, who are hereby authBrifed and impowered to ad- 
jninifter the fame; ind fuch oath fo as aforefaid to be taken and 
iubferibed in writing by the chief juftice and iudges of the faid fu- 
preme court, (hall be fo taken and fubferibed by the faid chief jufr 
xice and judges refpectively, before the faid prefident, or 

or more of the faid council, who are alfo hereby autho- 
lifed and impowered to adminifter the fame; and fuch oaths (eve- 
rally, when fo taken and fubferibed, (hall immediately be filed 
in the faid fupreme court of judicature, and (hall be kept and re- 
main of record in the faid court. 

And it is further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that in cafe 
the faid prefident, or any or either of the laid council, or the faid 
chief juftice, or any or either of the faid judges of the faid fupreme 
court, acting under the authority of this act, or by virtue of any 
power or authority to be given by the faid new charter, (hall offend 
againft this act, and in breach of the oath hereby required to be taken, 
every perfon fo offending, (hall and may be tried by indictment or 
information, in the faid fupreme court of judicature, or in his majefty's 
court of King's Bench at Weftrninfter, if the offender fhall be found 
in any of his Majefty's dominions in Great Britain, and being legally 
convicted of fuch offence, (hall be _ » " 

Provided neverthelefs, that nothing herein contained fliall ex- 
tend, or be conftrued to extend, to prohibit or prevent any perfon, 
or perfons, who by * this a£l is, are, or (hall be reftrained "from, car- 
ing on trade during their continuance in their refpe&ive offices in 
c faid United Company's fqrvice, from cdlcftteg in^heiroutftand* 
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ing debts, or from felling and difpofing of their goods, wares, mer«* 
chandife, effects, and ftocks in trade, of which they were feverally 
poffeffed at the time of their entering upon their refpeclive offices, fo) 
as the fame and every part thereof be fold and difpofed of within the 
fpace of years after entering upon their faid refpe&ive offices, 

and fo as no new trade, or concerns in commerce or merchandife, 
be entered into, carried on, or be contracted for by fuch perfon or 
perfons, during the faid term of ' years. 

And be -it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that if any 
fubjett of hii Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, in the Eaft Indies, 
fhall, from and after directly or indireclly, advance 

and lend to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, any fum or fums of 
money, at a higher rate of intereft than at and after the rate of 

for each one hundred pounds for a year, that then, and in every 
fuch cafe, fuch lending fhall be, and is hereby declared to bemfu- 
rious, and the party fo offending fhall be a ; and 

every perfon lending any fum or fums of money, at a higher rate 
of intereft than as aforefaid, fhall and may be fued and profecuted 
for the fame, by aclion of debt/ bill, plaint, or information, in the 
faid fupreme court of judicature, to be by the faid charter eftablifhed, 
and being duly convicted thereof, fhall be fubject and liable to the 
fame pains, penalties, and forfeitures, as by the law of England fuch. 
perfon or perfons fo offending would be fubject and liable to if fuch 
offence or offences was or were committed in Great Britain : And ' a ll 
contracts, agreements, obligations, and fecurities, which fhall be 
made or taken for the c loan or payment of any fum or fums of me- 
ney, which fhall bear or carry an higher rate of intereft than asaforew 
faid, fhall be, and are hereby declared to be to all 

intents and purpofes. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, 'that front 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any civil or military 

fervant of the faid United Company in the Eaft Indies, to accept, 
receive, or take, directly or indireclly, by himfelf, or any other 
perfon or perfons on his behalf, or for his ufe or benefit, of and from 
any of the Indian powers, or their minifters or agents, or any of the 
Indian natives, any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward, pe- 
cuniary or otherwise, upon any account, or on any pretence what- 
foever ;. and if any fervant, civil Or military, fhall be guilty of any 
fuch offence, and fhall be thereof legally convicted in the faid court 
to be eftablifhcd by the faid new charter, or in the mayor's court 
in any other of the faid United Company's fettlements where fuch 
offence fhall have been committed, every fuch perfon, fo convict- 
ed, fhall be liable to fuch as the court before whom fuch 
offender fhall be tried fliall think proper to inflict ; and moreover 
fhall, 'fromjthenpeforth, be 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that from 
and after the it fhall not be lawful for any fubjectof his 

Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, to hold or enjoy any office, poll or 
employment, civrl or military, ^ under or by the authority of any 
ftate or power in the Eaft Indies, either European or Indian, nor 
fhall beTefidentin the country or dominion of any fuch European 
or Indian power or ftate, without the exprefs licence of his Majefty; 
his heirs pr fucceifors, or of the faid United Company, or of th$ 
Prefident and Council of the (aid United Company's fcttlement, ly- 
ift§ an4 being neareft to the dominion of furclj European or Indian 

power 
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power or Rate where fuch perfon or perfons fhall hold or enjoy any 
irich office, pod, or employment ; and if any perfon whitfoevoy 
being, a fabject of his Majefty, hi» heirs or faccefTors, frrali have^ 
hold, or erjoy any fcich office, poft, or employment, or be refident ia 
the eountty or dominions of any fuch European or Indian power or 
fta*e, without fuch licence as aforefaid, every perfon fo offending, 
fltall and may be by the order of the Prefident and Council 

©fthe^faid United Company's fettlernent neareft to the place where 
fuch perfon fhall be then rendent, and (hall and may be tried for the 
faid offence in the faid fupreme court of judicature to be eilablifhed 
fcy the faid new charter, ' or in the mayor's court, of and belonging to 
fuch of the faid United Company's iettleraents as fhall be nea*eit to 
the place of refidence of the laid party fo offending, and being duly 
convicted thereof, fhall and may be at the difcretion 

of the court which fhall try fuch party fo offending; and more* 
over (hall and may, immediately after the fentence of the faid court 
Jhall have been inflicted, be ferit over to England, by order of the 
faid Governor and Council of fuch fettlernent where fuch perfon 
jhall be tried and convicted as aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any fubjeel of his Ma- 

jefly, his heirs or fucceffors, either byhimfelf, or any other per- 
fon or perfons whatfoever, to buy or purchafe up any artillery, 
ordnance, mufquets, fire arms, ammunition, or warlike (lores of 
any kind whatfoever, except for the ufe of the faid United Com* 

5 any, or for his own proper ufe and defence, or the protection and 
efence of his property, nor on any account, or under any pre- 
tence whatfoever, to. vend, fell, barter, utter, or difpofe of any 
artillery, ordnance, mufquets, fire arms, ammunition, or warlike 
fores of any kind whatfoever, to any of the natives of the Eaft Indies, 
within the limits of any of the faid United Company's fettlements 
or trade ; and in cafe any perfon or perfons (hall offend in the pre- 
xnifes, every fuch offender (hall be, and is. hereby declared to be 

and being duly convicted 
thereof, in the faid fupreme court of judiclture to be eftablifhed 
by the faid new charter, or in the Mayor's court of any other of 
the faid United Company's fettlements where or near whereunto 
fuch offence fhall be committed, (hall be liable and fubject to fuch 
as fuch court (hall, in their difcretion, think 
fit to inflict and impofe for fuch offence. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid. That from 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons 

whatfoever, who fhall have been difmiffed from, or fhall have vo- 
luntarily refigned the fervice of the faid. United Company, or for 
any free merchant, free mariner, or other perfon, whofe covenant* 
or agreements with the faid United Company for refiding or tra- 
ding in India fhall be expired, from thenceforth to carry on. or.b$ 
in anywife concerned in any new trade, traf&ck, merchandife, or 
commerce whatfoever in the Eaftjnd ies, without the licence of the 
faid United Company or their prefident and council, at the place or 
fettlernent where fuch perfon or perfons (hall reflde for that purpgfe, 
firft had and obtained. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after if any fervant or fervants of the faid United 

Company fhall be duly convifted by the judgment of any court of ju, 
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dicatuf e, of extortion, breach of public truft, ethbeizleriiem of pub- 
lic money, or ftores, or of defrauding the faid United Company* 
or for carrying on any monopoly, every fuch offender, after being fo 
convicted, (hall and may, immediately after the fentence of fuch 
court fhail have been infii&ed, be fent over to England, by the ordef 
of the governor and .council of the prefidency or fettlement where 
fuch offender fhail be tried and convicted as aforefaid; and more- 
over every fuch offender fhall be, and is hereby declared to be 

And be it enacted, by the authority aforelaid. That in cafe any " 
military Officer of the faid United Company (half, by the judgment 
ox fentence of any court martial, legally confirmed, be found guilty 
of cowardice, or any or either of the offences above-mentioned, 
fuch perfon or perfons, fo found guilty fhall, and he is hereby de- 
clared to be 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That after 
any judgment of the faid fupreme court of judicature, or of any court 
of judicature in Great Britain, or at any of the faid United Company's 
fettlements, againft any of the faid United Company's fervants, civil 
or military, for any debt or penalty due to the faid United 
Company, fhall be made known to the court of directors for the) 
time being of the faid United Company, it fhall not be lawful for 
the faid United Company, or their court of directors, to releafe or 
compound fuch fentence or judgment, or to releafe, difcharge, or 
put a flop to any profecution, fuit, or action commenced, or to be 
commenced, for any debt or penalty due to the faid United Company, 
or for carrying on any illicit trade, without the unanimous confenr, 
of the faid court of directors, to be taken by ballot ; and alfo the 
confentof in number of the proprietors of the faid United 

Company, to be taken by ballot at a general court of the faid Uni* 
ted Company, to be fpeci ally called for that purpofe, and of which. 

feneral court days public notice, at the leaft, fhall be given, 

efore the holding the fame, and of the particular occafion for which 
fuch general court fhall be called. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall 
.and may be lawful for the Prefidcnt and Council of the faid United 
Company's fettlement at Fort William in Bengal, from time to time 
to make and iffue fuch rules, ordinances, and regulations for the good 
order and civil government of the faid United Company's fettlement 
at Fort William aforefaid, and other factories and placesTubordinate, 
or to be fubordinate thereto, as fhall be deemed juft and reafonable 
(fuch rules, ordinances, and regulations not (being repugnant to the 
laws of this realm) and alfo to impofe and levy all necehary and rea- 
fonable impofb and duties on commerce and trade, for the fupport 
of the faid United Company's civil government in Bengal, and to 
fet, impofe, inflict, and levy reafonable fines and forfeitures for the 
breach or non -observance of* fuch rules, ordinances, regulations* 
rates, and duties; but neverthelefs the fame, or any of them, fhall 
not be valid, or of any force or effect, until the fame fhall be duly 
regiftered in the faid fupreme court of judicature, to be by the 
faid new charter eftablifhed, with the confent and approbation of 
the faid eourt, and from and immediately after the regiitering thereof 
as aforefaid, the fame fhall be good and valid in law : But neverthe- 
lefs it fhall be lawful for any perfon or perfons to appeal therefrom 
to his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, in council in England, fo as 
fuch appeal or notice thereof be lodged in the faid new court of 
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Judicature, within the fpace of days after the time of the re- 

giftering fuch rules, ordinances, regulations, rates or duties: Yet 
peverthelefs fuch appeal fhall not obft'rudt, impede, or hinder the 
immediate execution of any rule, ordinance, regulation, rate or 
duty, fo made and regiftered as aforefaid, until the fame fhall appear 
to have been quafhed or vacated upon the hearing and determination 
of fuch appeal. 

And be it further enabled, by the authority aforefaid, That the 
Preiident and Council for the time bein^ of the faid United Com- 
pany's fettlement at Fort William aforefaid fhall and may, and they 
are hereby refpecTively declared to be and to have full power to aft 
as Juftices of the "Peace for the faid fettlement, and for the feveral fet- 
fclements and factories fubordinate or hereafter to be fubordinate there- 
to ; and for that purpofe they are hereby authorifed and impowered 
to hold quartcr-feffions times within the faid fettlement, and 

ihall beat all times a court of record, with full power and authority 
. id do and tranfact all matters and things which tothe office of a 
Juftice or Juftices of the Peace do belong or appertain. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That any 
offence or offences committed againft this act, or any of the claufes, 
reftrictions, and regulations herein contained, lhall and may be fued 
for and profecuted, according to the nature of fuch offence or of* 
fences, by any perfon or- perfens whatfbever, in the faid fupremc 
court of judicature to ht by the faid charter eftablifhed; in which, 
no effoign, wagen of laVv,"or protection fhall be allowed; and 

of all the fines by the faid' fupreme court of judicature in- 
flicted and impofed by the authority of this act, fhall be to the ufeof 
the faid United Company, and thereof to the 

perfon or peribns who fhull profecute or fue for the fame.; all which 
faid offences fhall be trie'd in the faid court by a jury of Britifh fub- 
jects, refident at Calcutta, and not otherwife. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any 
perfon or perfons fhall be fued, molefted, or profecuted for anything 
done by virtue of this act, or the faid new charter, fuch perfon 
or perfons fhall and may plead the general iflue, and give this act 
and the fpecial matter in evidence in his or their defence; and if 
afterwards a verdict, fhall pafs for the defendant or defendants, or the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs fhall difcontinue his or their action or actions, 
or be nonfuited, or judgment fhall be given againft him, her, or 
them, upon demitrrer or otherwife, then fuch defendant or defen- 
dants (hall have coils awarded to him or them againft fuch 
plaintiff or plaintiffs* 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That this 
act fhall be deemed and taken to be a public act; of which notice 
ihall be judicially taken by all Judges, Juftices, and other perfons 
whatfoever, without fpecially pleading the fame. 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter; 
SIR, , 

THE following " Difcourfe, on the Nature and Founda- 
tion of Political Power, with Obfervations how far each. 
Perfon is concerned to live in a State of Subjection to it -," is 
an attempt to refute the notion of an original contract fubfift- 
ing between ^prince and. people, on which Mr. Locke, a fa- 
vourite author;, has built his .fyftem of politicks. None, how- 
ever, muft think it is done with the defrgn to recommend the 
political creed of Tories : on the contrary, the fole aim of it 
is to investigate truth, and point: out what is moft probable. 

Few qucftions have been agitated with more heat than thofe 
regarding the foundations of civil fociety,and the laws where- 
by this lociety is preferved, On one fide; principles have been 
eftablifhed with an evident tendency to foment eternal fedi- 
tions, in the view of preventing tyranny ; and on the other, 
ihe moft horrid tyranny has been con fecrated for thepurpofes 
of repreifing for pver all popular : infurrections. So that pre- 
judice and pafiiqn may be faid to h^ve been continual obftruc- 
tions in the way of moft politicians, towards finding a juft 
medium between thefe extremities. 
. 10 ' U u 
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The partisans of Mr. Locke afftire us, that. Ik haddfceo- 

., vered with great fagacity, the firft foundations of civil fociftty, 

before he drew from them the corifequencee that might be de- 

icifiwe of the dilutes on-tbofe matters ; and they further add, 

"that no work of the kind has hitherto appeared equal' to his in 

fiQint of truth, accuracy of judgment, precifion, and order.*— 

:'Tis however 6n the anaryfis Mr* Ijocke has made of the firft 

foundations of civil fociety and . political power, that I here 

propofe < to make fome reflexions. 

</ To jinderftand, fay* M*. Locke, in what eonfifts political 
power, and to know its real origin, we rnuft confider whatftate 
all mcir arenaturally in* It is, fays he, a ftateof pferfeft liberty; 
*ft«ce, in which without afking the leave of any other perfon, 
^ttojthqutdepeptfrog oft the will of any other man,. they may do 
hvhat they pleafe, and difpofe of what they poffefs, and of their 
iperfone as they judge proper, provided notwithftanding they 
jcecp within the bounds of the law of nature. He pretends 
that in confequenccrof the bounds prefcribed by this law, the 
.ftatc of nature, though aftate of liberty, is far from being a 
jfiatekof.Jiarntioufoefr. . 

He afterwards very clearly difcufles the origin of the .firft 
rfght~ of property in the different things which men have ac- 
quired; or may acquire. He makes this right to confift in the 
fertility which every one by his labour and induftry may give 
to an uncultivated piece of ground, or in the toils* and cares 
thereby a man may procure for himfelf a thing, to which no 
one had any particular right. Every one, according to him, 
may confider 2s His own private property, the labour of his 
body and the work of his hands. Thus, whatever one gets 
from the ftate of nature by his toil and induftry, belongs to 
him alone ; and in the fame manner, others will aequirelike 
?nd as good things which has lain in common, and which 
they may make a property of by the fame means. * It may be 
feen in the fourth chapter of this work of Mr. Locke, how 
he juftifies the origin of this property. And indeed, in this 
refpe& every thing feems quite rational, and no tolerable ob« 
je&ion can be made to counteract and invalidate it. 

The fame cannot be faid of the foundations on which Mr. 
Locke has pretended to eftablifh civil government, or political 
power. He lays down for principle, that men in their natural 
ftfete of equality and liberty, and pc-ffeffed, as they are, from 
their labour and induftry, of the beft right and title that can 
be, to the property of the things they havefo acquired, could 
npt have. given up to any one, any right over their perfons and 
their goods, but in view of thereby procuring for thotnfelves 
more confiderable advantages than thofe they enjoyed, and 

efpe- 
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especially *f fectmrtg themfelves from Hie daggers they could 
not Jrtherwife avoid* ' This principle appeals inconteftaWe*; 
•for -whether we confider the power of princes, as [proceeding 
foam God* or we think, as Mr. Locke, that this pOwfcr iatbe 
fdnlt of mutual conventions or contracts between the piiMe 
and fubjt&, we cannot form aqy other idea nf the ends of po- 
litical power i we cannot imagine, whatever the origin of this 
power may be, that the people ihould be delivered up to tin*, 
bound hands and feet, as it were, to remain entirely «t his dif- 
crctton, independently of the advantages they have teafon lb 
expe&fromit. 

But Mr. Locke does not feem to have been fufficieariy »• 
pri&ed, .that by making the origin of political power to e&auft 
only in reciprocal conventions between the prince and people, 
that power mtrft remain inevitably fubjeft to an infinity *f 
contefts oh the part of thtfe people, on every bocafion and 
emergency wherein they might think die prince dtdnbt fulfil, 
as he fiiould, his engagements; which evidently Aews ustke 
neceffity of a power much better fecured for preventing the 
danger of frequent feditions to which a like governmeittwonkl 
be always expofed. 

In fa£i, as we. may learn from hiftory, nothing has been 
-more fortuitous, more indebted to contingencies, than the eira- 
bliflniient of political power ; and if fo, Mr. Locke's mutual 
-conventions will in the main prove to be. a. notion merely 
ideal. We cannot therefore better account for the power of 
:prinoes,'than by faying that it is originally derived from God. 
T^his is.a truth acknowledged by all Chriftian people : hqt 
asthere are too many among them of adifpofition to incredu- 
lity, and as it is of lingular importance that none fhould en- 
tertain a doubt concerning the foundations of political power, 
itisf very neceffary to (hew, that befides the "right princes hold 
fronrGod himfelf, they have likewife another right, which a- 
ionte might ferve as afohd bafis to their power ; and it is un- 
doubtedly on a foundation of this fort that the politic*! power 
vraseftabliflied, to which numbers of people fubjefted them* 
ielves even long before it pleafod God to manifeft his will, 
Arrd it nrtray be further iaid, that the idea of this right prefents 
itfeK to naturally, and is fo neceffary a confluence of the 
foundation ion which Mr. Locke has eftabliflied property, that 
we have 'good rcafqn to be fUrprized at his not perceiving it ; 
urde&'We rather: cfaicK>fe^ to think that Mr. Locke bad feme 
pri*at« -and favourite in tcrefl: in view to make appear on *thtsk 
fiftojefisitngrr patriotifiwy than the temper and fpiritof a phi- 
loiopherv i ■•.'• <, .. \ •< 
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)lt^&t only Items juftto eftabftflr property ©mtlie- laWttr 
amd-mduftry: whereby men; have endeavoured'tn atqunterfrorr* 
thoiflaficafi nature the Afferent things which accordfargeto 
their wants, -they, had a defrre to appropriate to tbemftives} 
butitTnay^helikewife aiietfged that *t ism vktae tfolyj o&thrs 
primitive right that the numerous futoeiJion of rai4 tbe-poffefa 
fors of chefe things by. right of inheritance feley' gift yttnd even 
of conq%*eft, have been* truly the proprietors, of <therm Xhn? 
fight; of; conqtieft does, not, hinder the prince,* who> may gratify 
'JUSjfoldierror fubjo&s with the giftofi things conquered, to 
trcmfeiit to them, at the fame time the fame title 'of property i$ 
4ttinte.of which the. difpoffeffed enjoyed tfoern j ^and this is pro* 
fbabiy one of /the principal reafons tor priaces'Tiot being able Uf 
f take, back the thirtgb.they have fo granted and 'given, unlefs 
lifrUhe cafe; of fome mrgen t netc&ty of tine ftate. * . 
eiitliowiy-iif it bertrufr, that this irrft title of prpperty is the mqir. 
,^aatura4 and. lawful, does it -not neoefiariiy 'follow that they 
teho hare taken men out of tbeilate of nature, (hat is, who 
have«t»il«wd them and made them fociabie, who have incor- 
4Hrr4tedithem under a. government fit for adding to and fecur- 
-ingtbeir advantages, as well as delivering them from thedan- 
gens Hifeparable.from their firft.ftate, have acquired over, this 
fociety a political power as natural; and as lawful,* air, the 
•right acquired* by each private perfon over the things facibas 
vacquked from the ftate of nature by his labour and hts- in- 
/duftry 2 ' ."■ ; 

i: >But to place this confequence in its full light, rt would^he 
zpcoper fcp examine into the motives, the foundations, and the 
-tifcs o£ the firflr great focieties. \Ve read in almoft all thegood 
works extant on thefe matters, that paternal power, and after- 
wards the fort of magiftracy, eftabliihed in the* firft: little fo- 
tcieties which had been formed, were the occafion, the mad tl, 
-and in a great degree the foundation of political power.. la facr, 
*itis hardly :ppflible to doubt of the legi flat ion of thofc£rft little 
-focieties, having been fimply framed after an enquiry into, and 
onthe foundation of the ufageeftabliChed in difper fed families; 
and it is probable that paternal authority alone had eilabltfhed 
ineact) family the ufages therein obferved and followed. Hence 
it is mamfeft that no queftion could there be concerning any 
contractor convention ; and even in all appearance chiUrcn, 
. ; arrived at the age of providing themfeives for their fubiiftejice 
and fecurity, and difppfing of themfelves-and fubftairce, could 
. rjiot have failed \jn regard to the advantages ar k ifmgvfrotr> : living 
* Jin -fecietyi . tb remain fuhjeft to feme poiitioal-p*WGr i jttifbe- 
•ing very certain- thai this power is the only true bond, of .fq- 
ciety, and the only means of protection and fecurity far; the 
'.• private perfons that compofe it, The firft chiefs who had ex„ 
? „, ."..-,... ... ?rcife4 
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eftctftdt polkta^powerrin < ftates formed • by* the *8kmbligt of 
the iwft link fooieties* . 4vere therefore i« the <naM>A®Ghk& 
more than the. fuoGcflbrs or fubftitutes of the firifc nratorafrma* 
giftvatm* who were originally fathers of families, and ' aft*rt* 
wdrds* thofe to whom the fathers 6f families tranftnhted tbeitf 
power for formui g'thoie firft Iktle focierits. ■ *.. -ro -c 
It ©»y be well judged that this firft magiftnacy had notror* 
jnady occafions, the means of augmenting and fecuring,' ad* 
cording to* exigencies, the ad vantages of the little ftate it go- 
verned. . It muft then quit? naturally hare happened*, that 
fijeh little disjointed and weak ftates, from a fenfe-of th*>fr£- 
conveniences of their exiftence, could not help feeling* the 
want of fome powerful* protection* It is eafy to conceit 
from thence with what ardour they rauft have afleifcbled ttW- 
der the chiefs, who had fubdued them, or who otherwife faati 
merited their confidence, by fupplying them with the Weans, 
of exifting in greater fafety, and to better advantage ; and 
jUiere is good reafon to prefume that thefe chiefs were origi- 
nally fuch only among thefe firft magiftrates, who were' ill tf- 
ftrious enough, and entcrpriftng enough tofubje<ft the -people 
whofe confidence they had acquired; and that from fodpihg 
it was hot difficult for them to extend and afcertain their do- 
minions, either by conquefts, or thcreputation of their g$- 
. *erhmejit. ' 

1 In t)rder to make feveral fmall focieties incorporated itttoa 

rohfiderable flate, fnjoy the advantages thereby expeSed, there 

,5 wii8r.Ji'. ntceffity of their contributing thereto by much m one 

tease, labour, and induftry, than they employed in their prt- 

tomfeerftate of little focieties. They muft therefore have fub- 

mrtted without reluctance to more considerable obligations in 

. favour of the. new advantages they were going to enjoy. •■ In 

• att'this these has not yet been any contract We merely fee 
.'people, niade timid and uncafy by the frequent difficulties of 

providing for their fecurity, and attaining the poflfeflion of the 
©bjwfts of their wants', 'refceive without unealinefs, and even 
With gratitude, the means for guarding again ft thofe difficul- 
ties j and like, in fome meafure, to the barren piece of 
aground which the cultivator renders fruitful by his labour, 
yield • and fubmk to the conditions iropofed on them, to fecwre 
/the polFeifion and permanency of the advantages theydefir*, 
and > without which they' have often experienced they could 

• raft exift' but with pain and anxiety. The fubmiffion thefe 
Mpebple^crwin" ft*ch : cafe for the prince, is therefore nothing 
; friar* thmthe effect K>f the confidence they are in, of thereby 
- >eteuin£ ihemfelves from the miferics and dangers to which 
ith^y Wereexp^fed'i^ their ordinary fblte. > v 

.i9li:i -.. , ■' r.'.i" .'■; • " " * " / ' ■'. " ,. • • ; ; ■■ •; ?ut 
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: JJu* ** it is certain thefe people woul4-o*rer have: referred 
^Vyialdiog the power, they tranfmit to the prince over their 
f^orjft and their goods, if they had notconfidered this Tacri- 
ne a>ftfource of happinefs to themfelves.— it necefikrily foU 
Jov?b thai, the prince ought not to attempt, nor even imagine, 
ia well for his own intcareft* as that of the ftate, to failed 
^*efe r people to a form of government contrary to their genius 
a«d a£Uve diijpo&tion, and eofifeqtteatlyto the confidence m 
qrlwb they deprived themfelves of their political liberty. In 
thi* wanner it is that the only original contract fubfifting be- 
^**eni prince and fubjeft has boca formed, and is in the nature 
of tk©Je which civilians have called ftipulatcd conditions for 
regulating the law of nations. As to what the prince has been 
-pkafed to ptefme to bis fubje&s in the laws and duftonis 
'they <foltewed, and the privileges they enjoyed ; this has been 
only {q |ac as he judged convenient* and then the matter refts 
as if theeftaWi/htuent c*oie from himfelf. 

The tdifepvery and cftablifliment of the beft poffibk go* 
v<w«m*» and the idea of the great advantages refultiog 
IroWii^sire therefoaeihe principal motive of fubmiffion which 
fubje&s vow^to their prince. And indeed, we cannot think 
that tfre .people were ever of themfelves in a condition- for 
finding 'lajps and the government that fhould beft fuitthem, it 
being impofiihle for private perfons, and of mean capacities, 
*o jjfciCe themfelves jn the neceffary point of view for making 
fucb difcoveries. None therefore but the prince, feconded by 
the, great number of chofen perfonsheis in a condition to est* 
ploy, coujd have been able to place themfelves in that fuitable 
point of view. Befides,it j* only by the effect of laws containing 
and exciting fuitably thepaifions of men, that the prosperity : 
of a ftate can be fee u red and augmented ; and it is eaiy to fee 
why fo great a body of laws could not take place in the ftate 
ofdifperfed families, or little Societies. Such then are the 
primitive titles of princes. They tranfmit them to their theirs, 
even, to other princes that difpoflefs them by right of qon- 
qu£ft, as private perfons might tranfmit by inheritance,' gift, ' 
or exchange, the property of the goods they have, acquired 
by their labour and induftry ; and as. the fubjeds of a con* 
tjuemr are fettled in the rights of proprietors dafjpoffefled bjr 
.the fortune of war. . ^ ':ir« 

• But Mr. Locke would fay, where fljall we fi* in a mdnar- 
chicai (late the limits a prince ought to, oirewmfcTrbe himfelf by 
in the eKercife of his power i What ihall t>e the isextaiaprin* 
ciples .of rules from which he ought nod to depart to ^ndce^ his 
adminiftration favourable to the profperityof the ft ate *?V; It* 
(hort,where (hall we find an aflurcd refource againft the abufe 

of 
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of political power ?-— This muft be in the juft relation t^t 
(hould be kept up between the form of government, zn&ttii 
genius and adlve difpofuion of thfe people fubjeft to hybrid 
in the danger of departing to a tertain degree from that juft 
relation. It cannot be doubted but that the firft objefi bf the 
attention of princes who had in view the form ing of & confide* 
rable ftate, was firft to obferve the manners and ufages of 
people, to judge from them of their genius and a£fcive fpirlt. 
There isreafon to' prefume that principally purfaatot to thriif 
observation, the different conftitution of focieties arid govern- 
ments have been formed ; that is, that princes had afligned 
to the people, who had Submitted to be governed by them, a 
form of government more or lefs free, according to the ftrttch' 
there fbcuJd have been left to their genius and a£tive difpofi- 
tTon, and according to the advantages deducible therefrom fof 
the fupport and increafe of their power, and. for the wcllbe^ 
irig of the ftate in general which they intended to form: But 
the better to comprehend the reafons of different forms of go- 
vernment, it will not be amifs previoufty to difcufs, and pro- 
perly to (late, a comparifon that has been frequently made 
between the animal and political body. 

The relation between the animal and the political body,con- 
fifts in the order of action whereby the political, as well as the 
animal body, maintains its exigence. Ail the aflive parts of the 
animal body are comprehended, and as it were planted in a 
fort of general organ, which of itfelf has no determinate mo- 
tion ; but which at the fame time is fufceptible of all thofe 
which the a&ive parts it contains are to communicate to it ; 
and it is only by the help of this a£ion, which more or lefs is 
inceffantly communicated to it, that it is in a condition to ac- 
quit itfelf of its fun&ions. That paflive organ, which ferves 
as a bafis and fupport to all the aftive organs of the animal 
body, rcpTefents exceeding well by its nature, by its fun&ions, 
and by the caufes that -produce and renew its aflion, what 
the people are in the political bodv. The prince who is the 
principle of a&ion in the political body, correfponds perfeftly 
to the principle of a&ion which determines all the motions of 
the animal body $ and all the a&ive organs, by which the 
a&ien is- transmitted from its principle to all the parts of the' 
animal body, refembles perfectly the intermediate powers, 
which the political power has eftabltfhed to tranfmit its will 
to the different parts of the ftate, and by them to have it car- 
ried into execution ; and it is eafy to comprehend that the* 
political power is not lefs interefted in the prefervation and 
welfare of the body of which it is the foul, than the principle 

of 
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of a&ion of the animal (economy is in the prefervatien of the 
animal body. 

But if it were poffible to fuppofe that the prince was for 
any confiderable time deaf to well grounded complaints and 
remonirrances of his people, the political body, like the ani- 
mal body fen fib Jy affe&ed, would be in danger of foon lofing 
its a&ive qualities by lofing its harmony. Then the leaft re- 
turn of irritation, tne leaft feditious contrivance ripe for exe- 
cution, and very hard to be prevented on thefe melancholy 
occafions,, would almbft inevitably throw him into a degree of 
convulfion, capable of (baking the foundations of the moil 
firmly eftablilhed political power ; and the danger would be 
the more imminent, if thefe people were of a fpirited temper, 
and had a fclf- con vi&ion of the juft degree of their privileges. 
But it (hould be obferved that though this mutiny be pu- 
nishable, (for nothing of the kind can be lawful) yet it fcarce 
would be more juft to attribute it to a fpiritof fedition, or pre- 
meditated rebellion, than to make a man refponflble for what 
hefhould do in a violent delirium. 

This matter requires to be further illufhated by many o- 
ther obfervations ; but having already exceeded the bounds 
of an ellay* in your Regifter, I {hall beg leave to referve them 
for your next. 



To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 
SIR, 

THE words c Vixgaudebit Kaeres Tertius,' is faid to be 
a prophetic fpeech of Edward the Confeffor, in regard 
to the unfortunate reign of the third heir of any fami/y or 
branch that fliuuld reign after him in England to the end of 
the world. 1 confci's for feveral reaJbns the thought at firft a 
little ftartlcd me ; and at length filled me with the curiofity 
of inquiring, from our ancient hiftorians, into what was re* 
corded of this Edward. I found fomething equally furprifing 
in Gulid. MaL de gefu Reg* AngU & si if red. Abb. in viu Ed- 
ward. Concerning thejudgmen: and punishment of God up- 
on the people of* England for their fins* revealed to this fame 
King Edward a little before his death. He, as thefe hiftorians 
fay, having lain in a traace two days together, figniSed when he 
came to himfelf, that two religious mea, whom he had known 
•in Normandy to live and die. with ^reat edification, had ap- 
peared to him,- and told him. from God, that after his death, 
the kingdom ihould for a time be delivered up into the hands 

of 
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bfdsvils, and wicked fpirits, for tht fins of the clergy and 
people. To this the king added, that when he had rriade 
preffing inftances to them for leave to make known the fame^ 
in order that the people might repent, and avert the 1 wrath* of 
God* from tftemfelves, as the Ninevites did, the fame felfgtotfa 
men anfwered, that it would be to no purpofe j for that th€f 
neither would repent, nor would God forbear to puhifh ttteiri; 
and when he further intreated to know when the wrath Of 
God would be appeafed towards them, and their (ins remitted^ 
they anfwered him in this parable: ^ 

u When a green tree being cut of? in thetmdft, and onfcf 
part of it feparated from the other, the breadth of three aeres^ ' 
Ihall without help come together again, bloom, and frti&jfy i 
then (hall they receive foihe comfort, and their fins be remit* 
led." 

Thk he told the queen his. wife, the Lord Robert 4 ttewartT 
of his houfe, Haraid who was afterwards king, and Stigarrtf 
bifhop of Canterbury $ who were all prefent when he came 
out of his trance ; arid the event (hewed (hortly after, the 
truth of thefirft part of itj when Duke William of Normandy 
flew king Haraid, and conquered the realm, and brought all 
its flate to miserable fervitude. As for the latter part of the 
parable, fome have expounded it, that it, was fulfilled, when 
Henry I. married Matilda or Maud, the king of. Scotland** 
daughter ; whofe mother Margaret was daughter to Edmond 
Iron fide, and niece to Edward the Corrfeflbr ; fo that the 
tree, that is* this reign of English kings* being cut afunder by 
the death of king Edward, in whom it ceafed, was feparated 
from the trunk the breadth of three acres, that is, the reign 
of three kings, namely, Haraid, William the Conqueror, and 
William Rufus j and came together again in Henry I. by his 
marrying Maud j and the tree fru£Hfied f when Maud the 
Emprefs, iffue of that marriage, was mother to Henry, II. in 
whom ceafed the reigrt of ftrangers in England, all his fuccef- 
fors being naturally Englifh. 

We may fufficiently underftand What the fins of the people 
were, frorti the teftimony of William of Malmefbury* who 
lived in the fame age. He fays, that though all learning, re- 
ligion and virtue had flourilhed many years among the Eng- 
lifli ? yet a little before the coming of the Normans, the 
fame' was utterly deftroyed and decayed. For the Clergy were 
fo unlearned, that they fcarce could properly pronounce the 
words of the divine fervice ; and fuch was the ignorance ge- 
nerally of all men,, that a grammarian was held for a won* 
deC' The Monks were wholly addi&ed to delicacy, and kept' 
*b rufes of religion $ the nobility and gentry devowd them- \ 
Voi.X. £x >lvc*. 
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felves to gluttony and lafcivioufnefs ; there was no regard for 
religion, nor dare of jufticej infomuch that the common 
people ferved for no other purpofe than a prey to the nobility, 
who fpoiled and plundered them at pleafure. It was a com- 
mon cuftom, when men had got their maid-fervants with 
child, either to fend them to the ftews, or to fell them for 
Haves. Drunkennefs, and all vices that commonly accom- 
pany, or follow the fame, were generally contracted through- 
out the whole kingdom. 

King Edward himfelf, when he declared his vifion, (aid, 
that the magiffrates, as well fpiritual as temporal, were no bet- 
ter than minifters of Satan ; that God was every where difho- 
noured, law contemned, truth trodden under foot, mercy ba- 
nished, and cruelty triumphant; and therefore, concluded he, 
the wickednefs of the Englifli is now compleat and grown to 
its height, and the revenge and punifhment thereof is fhortly 
to follow. 



To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 

SIR, 

OU R Nobility and Gentry have run of late, and are 
daily running intofuch excefies in regard to their plea- 
fures and amufements, that it feems high time fome reftrainc 
fliould be laid upon them, even by law, to keep them from 
ruining themfelves and others. In the mean time they ought 
to be recommended to obferve moderation, and taught rather 
fomething of a more auftere morality, which I (hall endea- 
vour to do in reflections on what is called the prefent tafte of 
the age ; and here firft, 

On CARD-PLAYING. 

THE man that knows how, fays St. Evremond, to mingle 
hufinefs and pleasures together, is never poflefled by pieafures* 
he takes them up, and lays them down as it beft fuits him. 
Pieafures indeed, and bufinefs divide the life of man : the 
charms of the one allay the bitternefs, or eafe the fatigues of 
the other. But if pieafures are necefliry, they are very dan- 
gerous. It is therefore of the laft importance to make a pro- 
* per choice of them, and to tafte them with moderation, that 
nothing may be facrificed to them, to the prejudice of virtue, 
and the good ofthe community. 

It 
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It is certain that innocent pleafures are the happinefc of 
life, though not one can be l#ng enjoyed without diftafte* It 
is certain alfo, that it is the imagination which is creative of 
all our pleafures, and all our pains, and this is a new reafon 
for amufing ourfelves fometimes. In (hort, all agree that 
pleafures and reputation are two general good things which 
leafon others ; and it is admitted in the fevereft morality, that 
fconeft pleafures are not incompatible with real wifdom. The 
wife and good have even this advantage, that their pleafures 
are more durable, becaufe regular ; arid their life more calm 
and tranquil, becaufe more innocent. Trouble of mind is 
a fubtle poifon that kills us imperceptibly, when we have not 
beforehand learned to rife fuperior to events ; fo that there 
cannot be a more infallible remedy than pleafure. J t is even 
a fpecific. 

But how (hall we feek after pleafure, it will be faid, when 
we fuffer f 'Tis true, pleafure in the height of affiidlions ap- 
pears to us infipid $ but gradually it weakens the fenfation of 
ibrrow, it ftupifies pain, it difll pates the difagreeable vapours 
that rife from time to time in the mind. Infenfibly we again 
find ourfelves in our wonted iituation, and tranquility upon 
the return reftores us to our whole fenfibility for the inno- 
cent pleafures which vexation made bitter to us. We need 
only then make choice of thefe pleafures, and make a good 
ufe of them. Efpecially we ought to be very careful, that 
what fhould be only pleafure and amufement, might not af- 
fume over us the authority of paffions. This would at once 
become a deprivation of the heart and mind, and the very 
meafure adopted for recreating the fancy, would be the inftru- 
ment of ourdiflionour and ruin. 

I would then counfel the ufe of pleafures, but not their ufe 
to intoxication. To prevent this ebriety, and to guard a- 
gainft it, I believe nothing better can be done, than to con- 
sult as much prudence as tafte in the choice of pleafures. If 
this maxim holds good for all pleafures in general, its pra&ice 
is infinitely more ufeful in the ufe of a favourite diverfion, 
called Card-playing. 

We are wanting toourfelves,when we let flip from us anyone; 
of all the refources which pleafures procure us. They are not 
only fit for withdrawing us from the feelings of our troubles, 
or for the reviving the tafte by the enjoyment of what may 
flatter us : but it is alfo a political concern to us to know how 
to indulge ourfelves in certain amufements. That young gen-* 
tleman, and that young lady, who without a paffion, and even 
without a tafte for Cards, play only to introduce themfelves, 
into the world, or to cultivate a commerce with it, often hap- 
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pen* to make known in them a merit, which otherwife wenftt 
have lain concealed. If this known merit acquires for them 
confiderabte favour and powerful friends, they would injure 
theinfelves if they bad not preferred, through complaifance* 
the pleafure* they loved lefs to that they loved moft. 

. The corruption of the age has made of Card- playing, a, fort 
of trade and bufinefsj and forne have even reduced it into a 
fort of fyftem, and fomething worfe. At leaft, let us grant 
to the fliame of our times that we make a wretched commerce 
pf it* Be therefore exceeding circumfpeft that it ferye merely 
a* matter of amufement to you. If you fuffer it to rife into 
a paffiori, it will foon run to madnefs. A gamefter by pro* 
feffion, who expofes to the chance of a die or card the patri* 
rrioay be has received from his an r ceftorfi,who hazards the f&Cr 
tunc of his wife, and whatever nature has appropriated to~tbei 
benefit of his children, beiides being a burden td himfelf, will 
quit the ftage of this life loaded with obloquy and fcandal. You 
will never fee the well-meaning man, the man that is mailer 
of his pafEons, facrifice the pleafures of a fine day, and of a 
peaceful night, to the foojifh hopes of a fort of fortune which 
is feldom made, and never made wifhotit giving a deep wound 
to honour. Can a rational being dread any thing more than 
to begin by being made a dupe of, and to end by becoming * 
knave? - > 

J am fatisfied that in general one may be a deep player, an 
hone ft player, and a noble player ; but this character is as rare 
as that of a profeffed player is dangerous. Yet what flxould 
hinder playing for a fmall matter, where neither the hope «rf 
sain, aor the fear of Jofs carpenter; where the chearful mind 
15 always of the party, and feeks only to banifh care by fociat 
jntercourfe. 

It is faid, that a man is not fo well known in other occur* 
/ences of life, asover his bottle, and at play. This is «ot ai* 
v ways a fure decifive manner, yet I cannot think th*$ he. who 
betrays emotion on meeting with a rebuff, or regrets loft mo* 
ney, is out of play liberal and pacific. Uneafmefs {hews a 
narrow fpirit, and anger or avarice a meannefs of' hearts li 
one has fujficient ftrcngth and prefence of mind to hide Jug 
faults and vices, on fundry'occafions the tart and* covetpu^ 
man will appear by reflexion mild and: generous ; hut if he; 
does not fupport this kind of hypocrify in play; if a roverfo 
of fortune happens to difcover his-littlenefs and brutal ity^thei* 
one has a right to believe of him t that his natural difpofttion 
is laid: open, and his foul unmaiked. We- judge more flirely 
of his cWa&er by the firft emotion that .eicape^ him* than 
by falfe and ftmliecl virtm^ and he lofes in a moment whafcht 
, Vv' ' had 
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hsdihie* long in acquiring, by not flrcwing bimfelf fab u he 
was* 

AH thehorrours one may be a witnefs of, even in moderate 
playing, may foon confirm him in opinion, that it is very dif* : 
ficult tor a man to retain His integrity intire in deep play. It 
is an immediate occafion for going headlong into all vices, 
The ftock loon fails 5 it muft be reinftated, coft what it will. 
At length, ufury and injuftjce come in with their affiftance, 
pc friendfhip lends on pledges and mortgages ; the fatal re* 
(ounce of deep^pkyers I And then what can be a more poig- 
nant aflli&ion than to fee a family-eftate loft for ever ; or can) 
jtlje Gamefler furvey the fpeftacle, {hacking indeed, with dry 
pftB 9 and without a heart-ach? 

I cannot make you more fenfible of what I think of gaming^ 
fb*n by propofing to you the. contrail of two forts of fixa- 
tions in refpe&to £ard-p|aying. *Enter for a moment thofe 
coffee-houfes in the politer part of the town, and you will fee 
all new comers, young, and of opulent fortunes, prodigioufly 
Rarefied* their wit and fenfe applauded, and precedents given 
them on mod: occafions, pippofely to draw theqa in. There 
fitting? are held for whole days and nights, without ftirring. 
Hunger perhaps, and want of fleep, are reputed as nothing, 
dejection and ghaftlfr countenances ftew the image of death $ 
s|nd agitation, complaints, diftorted features, and blafphetniea 
ipake a pi&ure of hell. This isdrawing after nature a pour? 
trait of our deep players. 

Take from thefe fame a&ore, perfons perhaps otherwife of 
lingular merit, who groan under the yoke tboy have impofed 
on«themfelves; take from them, I fay, that dangerous goad 
that eggs them on, that defir? of gaining, and that fear of loa- 
fing, the neceffary confequentes of a madnefs for gaming ;. 
Slace them in the midft of a kieQt and genteel company, who 
ave learned to ally pleafures with virtue : propofe to them 
pcrhap* % party at whift to go before an elegant yet frugal 
collation j then what fentifneats and what thoughts ! how 
many pretty things ! The heart and m^nd matters of them* 
f^lves, make themfelves makers of pleafures ; and they who 
wpre furies become again men. In both places there is Card? 
playing, bqt yre find a grf at difparity in the perfons ; and 
thence we may be fenfible of the pernicious effects of too head-» 
ftrong a pafllon, and the pleafing refources of innocent amufe- 
xnent, 

• I^ct none be guilty of any trick at playing ; it favours of 
the cheat, and is quite infamous : yet there is a fort of know- 
ledge in. play which. is admiffible. This fcience which fome 
ftupid people readily take, and whicl} often efcapes the inge- 
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*ioqs, may be called the fptrit of the game ; and it eoftftb 
principally in attention and practice. 'Ti* true that too much 
attention marks fomewhat of too great an attachment, which 
qmfcjfc be a vice of the mind ; yet a perpetual inattentkta| 
which occafions the playing very ill of a game, which call 
*frord no pleafure but when it is played well, is an evident 
proof of a wandering difpofitton, or an evaporation of the 
iaund. Whatever you do, do it well t it is a jufticeand plea- 
fare toyourfelf and others. 

Madam Tumultuofa at Lady Bafto's rout, makes herfelfone 
♦f-the moftinfipid creatures living. She would fain appear 
the beautiful and young thing, but is neither^ Her whole ta- 
lent lies in fcandal. Incapable of the leaft reflection, foe is' 
quite tireforne at the card-table ; yet without cards me would 
not be able to live out the day. Sometimes her diftra<£Uotts 
are fo ftrange at whift, as to a(k every moment, whether (he 
her (elf has played, who has, and what ; and to juftify this 
extravagance, {he fays that attention is only fit for a gambler. 

On the contrary, Sophonifba, who fometimes appears at 
the fame rout, has the pretence of a queen with a thoufand 
external graces * but (he has (till more virtues than graces, 
all which (he fupports by the nobleft manner. She ir'famiK* 
artzedtopleafures, and loves them, but loves reafon infinitely 
mote. She is feen with a hand of cards, in the midftof a 
numerous and brilliant company, to divide her attention with 
. fomuch juftnefs, as to make all fenfible of her politenefs and 
goodnefs of heart, yet without committing the leaft fault a^ 
play. Whence I conclude that a man deftined for the com-i 
merce of the world, ought to be intelligent In play, without 
loving it too much, and ought to play well the game he fits 
down to, and above all play it nobly. 

Play not too indolently, yet likewife let no troublefome un- 
eafinefs, no filly joy, no debafing fear be difcernible in you. 
Take to the middle between too much attachment and inat- 
tention. Strive to make you rfelf fenfible, that if Card-playing 
dishonours thofe who make a (hameful commerce of it, if it 
difpays in full light their avarice and brutality, it is notlefs for 
the good man an infallible means to (hew without oflentation. 
the integrity of his fentiments, the juftnefs of his mind, the 
politenefs of his manners, and the evennefs of his temper. 



fh 
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Tfre mojl obnoxious part of the Mini/try's CokMft in the Aff&frvf 
the Royal Marriage Aft y explained. " "" : " '. 

■ ••■i-*- y «t 

IN eVciyadfc properly planned, there is a fpecifick'ffedWl? 
to be infli&ed on thofe who tranfgrefsr it. Accordingly 
the laft chrafe of the a& in queftion runs thus : " And be ft 
enadbed by the authority aforefaid, that every peffon who fh*H 
knowingly and wilfully prefume to folemnife, or fBafl affift, of 
be prefent at the celebration of any marriage with atfy fikctr 
descendant, or at his or her making any matrimonial corftraflr 
without fuchconfent as aforefaid firft had and obtained, ex* 
cept in the cafe above-mentioned, fhall, being duly convkSed 
thereof, incur and fuffer the pains and penalties ordained andf 
provided by the ftatute of provision and pre-niunire made in 
the 1 6th year of the reign of Richard the Second."- When 
the expediency of this claufe was debated, Mr. Vaughan got 
' up, and with great judgment afked the crown lawyers how 
offenders under this aft were to be profecuted ? Was it by in- 
formation ? Was it by indictment ? Was it before a jury, or 
before the privy-council, where no jury is admitted? Mr." 
Thurloe, the attorney-general, arofe with his iifuai folemnity ? *' 
and With an oracular voice, declared that offenders were to be 
profecuted by indi&ment before a jury. This happened, if I 
miftake not, on Wednefday ; and fo the matter refted. Oa 
Friday Mr. Vaughan, having examined the ftatute, and en- 
quired into the manner of profecuting under it, called the At- 
torney General, and the reft of the miniftry, to account, and 
proved very clearly to the Houfe, that, if the words of the 
Royal Marriage A£t continued in their prefent form, all ofc 
fenders againft that a& muft neceffarily be tried and puniflied 
in a fummary manner by the privy council. He conjured the/ 
Houfe therefore not to fuffer themfelves to be impofed upoa 
by this artifice, nor to let the fubjeft be deprived of the inefti- 
mable, and indeed unalienable privilege, of being tried by his 
peers; nor to fuffer a ftar- chamber inquifition to be again in- 
ftituted, but to preferve the ancient conftitution inviolate, and 
in this refped to tranfmit it unimpaired to their pofterity, as 
they had received it. He pleaded in vain. Numbers prevailed. 
Though Thurloe and North had nothing to fay in defence of 
the claufe, and were therefore filent, no alteration or amend- 
ment was made. They would not even enter upon a difcuf- 
fion of the matter j but voted roundly and in the lump for the 
whole. Thus are the people of (this realm rendered by this 
aft fubje& to the difcretion and defpotifm of the King and his 
council* The framers of this a£t knew the poifon that lurked 

under. 
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tinder this infidiouSclaufe, and were therefore cautious hoy they 
Explained their intent ions. Hence the obfeure manner ui winch 
the penalty is intimated to the public. Inftead of explicitly n^- 
ijiing the penalty, they quote an old, unknown and Qbfpletjejs^ 
6f Kichard the Second, Had Mr. Vaughan, whole fagacify 
and fpirit on this occafion Were confpicuous, been properly 
fupported, the bill might perhaps have been reje&ed. But the 
minority are but irregular, undifcipliried troops, without any 
leader j while the majority are trained bands under an expe- 
rienced commander, and, what is more, well and duly paid. 
Veterans will at the long run always defeat raw foldiers. 



Origin of J U R I E S*" 

WHEN the Anglo-Saxon? had fettled themfelves in flieif 
conquers* they derived from toil and induftfy the 
fubfiflence which they formerly drew from depredation and 
war. An idea of property arofe among them ; and* it wasfuc- 
eeeded by a fear of public invafion and of private injuftice. 
They found a bulwark againft the firft, in their valour : they 
obviated the inconveniencies of the fedond by civil regulations. 
Their mode of domeftic policy was, at the beginning, as fini- 
ple as their method of carrying on war. They owed theif 
fafety at home to their general ideas of natural juftice: and 
their renown abroad more to valour than to their addrefs id 
the field. 

Courts of juftice were prior in their institution to legiflative 
affemblies* Nature has implanted the principles of equity in 
the human mind ; and laws are rather t^e declarations of the 
community againft injuftice, than definitions, which fionfti- 
ttite, by explaining the nature of, crimes. Though the An- 
glo-Saxons, in their progrefs towards the fouth, loft' the re- 
verence of their anceftors for kings, they retained their prin- 
ciples of internal police and government. Each tribe, asr foori 
as it obtained fettlements, divided its territories into frtialldi- 
ftrifis, for the convenience of ci vil j uftice, as well as for the fud-^ 
den demands of war. The people finding it inconvenient, iiport 
every trivial occafion, to convene in a body for determining 
upon controverfies by the plurality of voices, devolved their 
authority upon a judge chofen annually by themfelves.* 

This 
. ■ . . ■ - .. ■ ■■ ■ ■ -i . . * 

♦ Judicis, ut et magiftratus omnis, olim penes populwm 
ele&io erat, con firmatio penes regem. Stiernbook de-Jurr 
Sueonum et Gothorum vetufto.lib. i. 
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^Tfcjs officer, teing in his own diftrid the reprefentative.ojf 
the king, who pofleUbd the executive power of the ftate,\waa 
confirmed in his place by the rojral approbation. T^e wpfc 
of elediort, which prevailed among the Auglo-.Saxofcs.b^wn! 
the reach of records, was probably the fame with thafcvvMfik 
t>bt*ined l In Scandinavia in lefs diftanr. times. When a vat* 
cancy happened, the people of the diftrift were convened by 
the prieft. The vulgar met with'tfre better fort in this coor 
vemion ; and every one prefent had a right to vote. .They, 
chofe twelve out of the number prefent i fix landed propria 
tors, and fix of the inferior peafants. Thefe fixed on three 
whom they thought equal to the office ; and the ele#ioq J?e- 
ing announced to the king, he fele&ed one of the three for 
diicharging the duties of a judge, f .. , , 

When the matter in dilpute was clear and obvious, the 
judge decided without hefitation ; and his, decifion^^as.^nr 
forced. When the cafe fecmed dubious, he demanded aidfro|ti 
the wifdom of others % ; and the litigating parties 1| chafe. fix* 
perfons, on either fide, to be his affiftants. Thefe, were ap-' 
pointed to enquire into the fadl ; and having determined, up* 
on it, by the majority of voices, they delivered it over to the 
judge, who was obliged, without delay, to pafs fentepce upon 
the v fa<a fo delivered, according to the ufages of the.diftrift, 
and the eftablifhed laws of theftate. The different depjuti 
ments and powers of the jury and judge were ascertained with 
prtcifion, and defined with accuracy. The j'ury tpok cogni^ 
ianee of the fad, the judge declared the law : the firft ex- 
Vol.X. Y y 

,Tbe 



: Eliguntur in conciliis et principes, qui jura per pagos vi-_ 
cofque reddunt. Tacit. Germ. xii. 

f Ele&'io autem reftritte, certo ttiodo et condition?, per- 
a£ta.' Quoties enim vacabat locus, populus corivocatus per 
facerddtem, exfeipfo duodecim eleclores eligebat, ex equeftri 
crdihe fex et totidem ex plebe, qui tres alios viciffim eljge-^ 
bant quas pares munefi exiftimabant, ex quibus unum rex 
coiifirmabat. Stiemhook, lib. i. 

X Ubi res aut confeffione, aut teftibus, aut aliis documen- 
ts rion fatis eft martiffefta in fubfidium (Judicis) Nembda, 
a majoribus co'nftituta fUlt ; c-ua6 rem velfattum quoquo modo 
exploratum judici tradere teneretur, ut fine mora fententiacn 



jTtiper eare eiijureconcejldm ferret. " Id. 
4 J' Nembdam partes litigarites eligeba, 
qtiei Id.lWoV l ' I 



Id. ibid." 



ntj, pari nuftero utnn- 
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plained the ftate of the cafe ; the latter decided the ftate of 
the controverfy.§' * ..,..** 

The apparent equity of trials by jury recommended <h* 
practice lb ftrongly to the people, that their interpofitipn be- 
came neceflary in all legal determinations. The jurors gra- 
dually became members of the court ; and though their decU 
lions were grateful to their fellow-citizens, their office became 
troublefome to themfelves. When the parties retained the 
right of chufing them, a new jury appeared on every new 
Caufe.^ AH the members of the community were alternately 
harrafled by attendance $ fome refufed to come, and others de- 
layed to come in time. The pra£tice was too good in itfelf 
to be dropt : and the magiftr^te found himfelf obliged to in* 
terfere. The Judge, or the king's lieutenant in the diftriA, 
fummoned therefore a ftatedjury, from the divifion of the 
kingdom, over which he prefided; and the parties, inftead of 
chufing twelve, were only permitted to obje£l to a certain 
number.** 

The original office of juries, which the northern nations 
diftinguiflied by the name of Nembda, and other appellations 
expreflive of their nature,f was only to enquire into the fad, 
and, having explained it with great attention, to deliver it over 
certain to the judge J. They were confidered as the com- 
petent judges of the true date of the fa<3, but they were not 
iuppofed to be verfed in the provifions which the antient ufa- 

g e * 

■■ i ■ ■ » ■ i ■ 

§ Circa alia officium judicis, circa alia Nembdae. Nembda 
iefafto cognefcebat, judex de jure. Ilia {latum caufae, hie fta- 
tarn contfoverfiae decidebat. Stiernhook, lib. i. 

* Nembda vera ab initio, ftata & ordinaria non fuit $ fed 
alia atque alia, non modo in cjuoUbet judicio fed et tjualibet 
in -caulk. Id. ibid. 

** Succeffu autem temporis, cum ejus officium neceflarium 
effet, confiquitio, vero pro fingulis in .fingulis caufis gravis 
videretur,'de certis & ordfnariis cogitari coeptum eil, ne eo- 
rum penuria aut defe&ti caufae pro laterentur. Itaxjue judex 
ipfe vel prsefeftus provincial rtgius, utrinque enim dejure ex- 
tat, Nembdam conftituebat, virps hoheftos, domicilii certos. 
Stiernhook, lib. L . ' •" 

+ <£uod depdtati Nemb<Jeman, <juod duodecim Twelfman, 
quod integral vitae Gaurieman, quod feaes Oldungar, ngminat 
foerunt. Id. ibid. 

% Fadi tantum cognitio, nulla juris di&io Nembdae. Id; 
ibid. 

^Officium autem Nembdae non fuit quod hodie cum jpdi<;e 
judicare et per fuffragio fentehtiam dicere, fed, * quod modo 
diftum, fa&um tantum examinare, explicare judici certum 
tradcre. Id, ibid. 
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ges ahd the fcws of the ftatc had made for the relief of the 
injijred* arid the puniflitaent of the guilty. Their jurifdic- 
tioo, however, ehereafed in the northern Europe in the coyrfe 
of time. They became, the j udges of law as well as of fad : 
&&* Riving only their opinion to the judge, they tpfe.tobe 
his afleflbrs j and his poWer degenerated to fuch a. low degree* ■/ 
that W becatiie at laff the mouth through which they com** 
jhunicated their declfions to the public |. 

The mode of proceeding before juries which wa> pra&Hed 
in.Scdndinavia differed from that which has obtained in Eng- 
land, 'the majority of voices determined,, on the continent* 
the gviilt or, innocence of the culprit. Iji England, all the 
members of a jury muft agree in the decifion : and either com- 
pleatlyabfolve, or thoroughly condemn. Thejuries o(.the 
north delivered their judgments upon the whole of the cafe i 
in this country, they found their.verdift, as the word im* 
ports, ,ohly upon the fa& §. In Scandinavia the fuffrage.of 
the majority, as has been already pbferved, acquits or con- 
demns : the fuffirage of feven, out of twelve, determines the 
fate of the defendant : — But when the voices are equal* the 
law inclines to mercy, and the culprit is abfolved *. It ap- 
pears clear, upon the whole, that the original power of junea 
did not extend fo far as to judge with the judge f ; but only 
td examine and explain the faft anly^ and to deliver itover, in 
its true and certain ftate, to the judge r for his decifion, ac- 
cording to ancient ufage and the eftablifhed laws of the 
land J. 

Y y 2 The 
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H Videhtur pro fuo arbitratu ftatuiife, et tarn dejure,qt&m 
de fa£to. Stiernhodk, lib. i. 

De confuetudine verohodie Nembdae ex officio judicis par- 
ticipate confufis enim officiis fimul de fa&o et jure.cognof* 
cuqt et adjudicaht tariquam afleflbres, judice tantum prefi* 
dente. Id. ibid. 

§ Fa&i tantum eqgnitio. Id. ibid. , 

* In eo tameri abit jus Anglicum 4 noftro, quod omnes et 
finguli fimul vel abfolvere debeant vel condemn*^ non.prae- 
cife quern omnes fed quem.majojf.pars Nembdae abifolverit vel 
cohdemharit : itaqije feptem fuffragiis reus vincit vet vincitur. 
Si'a'utem paria utri.nque fuerint, in meiiorem partem inclinat > 
jus noftrum, et abfolvi eum quam condemnari humanius ex* 
iftimayit, Stiernbook, lib. u 

f Non cuip judice judicare. Idem. ibid. 
. t Reniqu^ in ftffoia AngU cond^na^t vtf abfolvun^ 



vT^e„fiibot<IiQltiM> without which no government can4uh* 
fift, was regulated with precifion and wifdom> by the? free lo- 
tions of the north. It however obtained lefs between perfons 
thai* things. In peace, a kind of equality prevailed among 
all | though oieritj and even neceffity, gfr^erhwth-togr&da- 
ttoiir'of authority in war. , Ift was an sftabiifhed maxifti, that 
the few Chould yield tp tbe.Wny : that the courts: ?f the lef- 
fer diftri<fts fhouid poflfefs no power of deciiion which could 
not be reyerfed by thofc of the greater. A geheral chain of 
appeal wa? eftablifiied from the court of the tithirjg to the 
council of ' ftate j where the king prefixed in perfon, being 
acl^npwledged^ in the lowed ebb of his pcrfonal power, the 
fountain from which all authority flowed. 



The following Letter was inferted in the London Packet of May 
I ; but that not being the Channel through which the celebrated' 
'Letters of Junius have been ufually conveyed to the Public* feme 
Perfons, notwith/landing the $legance of the Style, fufpefted 
ibis was not the Production of that able writer ■, the Editor of 
that Paper, therefore, inferted the following Jdverttfement : 

** The Putylick may be affured, that for ought the Editor 
. knows, the fetters figned Junius, in the London Packet, 
came from the origipal Adopter of that Signature, One 
thin?, however, he does know, that the Style is by no. 
rrteans inferior to that of the Letters uniyerfally fathered, oa 
the real Junius* 99 . 

Tq the Printer of the LONDON P AC K ET, 

TT WHATEVER my enemies may colleft from my filcnce, I 
\\ am too loyal a fubjeft to be long regardjefs of the .royal 
virtues of my approved good m after. I purpofe Ihortly, once 
more, 'to attempt his entertainment, though my fir ft eflay in his 
(ervice met with fo rudely ungracious a reception* To pay a pro*, 
pdr attention to the accumulated exigencies of government, and 
to maintain, with' coriiiftency,' the ridicule of the meafures he 

" has adopted, is furefy a tafe too laborious to be fup ported with- 
out intermiffion. His affiduous culture of the ingenuous arts, 
with which # pp lifping. infant is unacquainted, muft require frc--' 
quent relaxation. I would efteem it as the firft happinefs of my 
life, ftioold my labours ever fucceed, to amufe the iiftlefs tedi- 
^njhefsof liis vacant hours, or in any gegre^ ^leyiate the painful 

v ■""" ' " : .'••-"..■•• • . fCB ^ 
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repetition of thofe cares, which have already fo efk€tuMy fecored \ 
the affe&ions of his grateful fubjeds. The unfaftiionable flile 
of hone* admonition, proved, it feems, too harm for the deli- 
cate texture of his royal' ears. Ever confident with the plan 
of loyalty and moderation, which I from the firft profeflcd, I 
fliajl for once attempt, in form more conrtly, to prefent him with 
incenfe more agreeable. A trihute fo uncommon, as the approbat- 
ion of an independent Engliftiman, may perhaps furprife him: 
yet he may believe me, when I declare, that 1 mould not .have 
taken the liberty of introducing his facred name upon this occa- 
sion, were it not to reward his matchlefs penetration in the* 
choice of his minifters, with thofe praifes, which I feared the re- 
ligious humility of modeft merit might render him unconfeious of 
deferving. ■ * 

Many Englifh princes, before our prefent gracious fovereign, 
had conceived the pious defign.of reftoring in fadl a doclrine, 
which the folly of our philofophers had exploded ; and reigning 
by divine right the arbitrary, unlimited tyrants that heaven un- 
doubtedly intended them. Yet by the facrilegious obftinacy of 
their rebellious fuhje&s, he had feen them continually obliged* 
either to abandon the unhappy inftruments of their holy ambi- 
tion, or fall themfelves a facrince to their fecurity. Thus the 
intention of taking upon himfelf alone the cares of ftate, and free* 
ing the other powers from the heavy load of a vexatious admini- 
stration, was not more benevolent than it was dangerous* He 
was incapable, however, of being difcouraged, by any difficult 
ties attending the execution of a defign, which he had underta- 
ken upon fo humane a principle. He had feen meafures the moil 
artful carried into execution, by fervants of the greateft refolu- 
fion and fidelity, uniformly unfortunate, A new fyftem of po- 
licy therefore, and minifters of unufual qualifications, were ne«< 
cefiary, where every infamous fuggeftion bf royal cunning, had 
been already nearly cxhaufted, without fuccefs. His Majefty has 
adopted, in fact, a courfe of meafures, which fuch a genius 
as himfelf alone, could have e deemed plaufible in theory ; and 
left, us to doubt with humility, whether we ought more to admire 
his wifdpm in the defjgp, or his fuccefs in the execution. No 
pofiible concurrence of circumftances, could have been conceived 
better calculated, to affift the accomplishment of his gracious in* 
tentions. ' Haci his bofom friends and aflbciates, been lefs in fa. 
moufly contemptible, had their political -manoeuvres been lefs ' 
glaringly ridiculous, it would have been poffible, that the exig- 
ence of fuch phenomena, might have been believed. The people 
would foon have beepme fenfible, of the degrading injuries they 
have fuftained, and would have been, with difficulty withheld 
from recurring to a precedent, they had fo often praclifed with 
iaccefs.-r-But when the conduct of adminiltration manifefts fuch 
jin incongruous complication of timid arrogance, and petulant 
jjrefoiution— When the moil daring attacks upon the liberty of 
£]i£ iubjecljt grf advanced and fupDorted, wi^hoyt (he appearance 



of a regular defign^flhen meafuies the mW ofij^t^Ve h^8S£ 
rid and ^tfcarded, with a prepofterous rapidity oT r6 : cceffl'6ftV^iffc 
mi rheir e'ver Wandering into a firigle a&, that' a maji of u com- 
won honesty would hot mudder at, that a' villain oT cimojon 
wlfcVffanding wpuM not be* afham^d of— TKe'nVirfd fevolH^om 
lucfi a liHtory of improbabilities. The boidy b7tb£ nati6ri^alffy 
from indolence, and partly from the rfeceflaty avocation's ofcooj- 
iwercral employment, want either ki fate, or>e<brutfon,*fb aVenl 

* this miraculous fyftem* thro* its every ltfdic~f6Ys variation^ frica- 
pable of reconciling what they beaV, to: tfriy 'rtoifibfe 4 th$brV of 
dehgn, they either conceive at once", • that they,m'&ft ftatfe &$<$ 
Misinformed, OY rob much derpife the me'n, 16 fea'r aritf evif con- 
iequence from fbch (hallow machination*, Traitors tnftfs 'ftturtf 
a? refuge from the vengeance of their injured Tellow^c?tize ? iiV, in 
the magnitude and extravagance of thtir inf£m? : and by itip v'ery 
nieans, which a lefs penetrating genius thtfh tfurgracioas'fo've- 
reign woffld have imagined, tnnft have infarct fheir deftfufildn* 
they ire preferved to the eontimiance of their' crimes; in J tie ruin 
©f their country.' 

When I remarlt the happy fnconfifteicy, andfufccefsfdl/iriyfi- 

* ttftion ofourrefpeftable rulcjfs, I ant apf/rife'd* of an uTaal 'excep- 
tion, ? mean that blubbering; bluftering piece of oratorical iba- 
chjtferjy, whpfe ill (tars, in conjunction with* the' necel&ties of 
the pake ofQrafton, have placed him* at the head of the'trealTury^ 
\ admit; bis ckim to a particular confideratioti.. The hHforV ot 
tiswretenfions may afford matter of enterWhiiri'g Qiec6Iatibn; to 
thole philbfoplier*, who delight itf the monftrous productions o( 
tfatnre. Nor will compfcflion allo'vv me to'refafc hfrr! thaf pilot 
of fortitude and confiftency, which hehasfb ' pairffully laboarecf 
to dtkrve. Painfully indeed , when the recolleclion of whafbel 
had done,, and what he had f offered, could bring tears lrito. his! 

. eyes, in fo public a place as the Hoofe of Commons'. —There \va? 
a. time, when the Miniftry began' to fear, that they had fucceeded 
farther than they intended, that While they expe&eo! but to excite 
the contempt of the people, they had unfortunately roufeld their 1 
indignation. The political fyftem, their gracious mafic? riadi 
adopted, was neyer eflee'med too defpicable \6 be r^aihtaihed ;' 
yet, on thcfirft appearance of danger, he" found himfelf deferted.* 
Though their fouls were callous to t,he (ling of infamjr, fear, as 
well as every other bafer paiSon, bore its part in the cdhtebfl-* 

* tion of their character. And their examples have at lead beeri pF 
vfe to inform us, what wonders the fmalleft exertion of resolution? 
may effect. There ftirf however remained one villain, ^hofe in- 
trepid meanriefs, was not to be difcourag'ed by any pfefage of 
either peril or difhonour. He rather congratulated himftlf on 1 
the profpeft of.fo fair a field, for the difplay'of thdfe Hoifte^ 
Roman' virtues, with which the world was $s yet uhacqaafrieifc' 
He feized the deferted helm— He pledged hiflrfelf to his totyftry. 
that every execrable 4neafqre of his infamous pre£cce$brs. uttiuia 
be adhered to with, firmnefa and aniformity^f hat ^e^gAev* 

" "• - ■ v * ' ' '«?? 
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anre\tnd oppiiefuon, again ft which wc btrafetttioiicd jndLt&gA-. 
plained 'Jbo'uld. be continued and inp?cafed,,.wuh'^emQrJfelefs t ^eiw 
feverance— He pointed out with a curious felicity', the^fteps. bjjr,, 
which Ke hoped, to root out the very memory of freedom frog^ 
amongft us, and render the Rritifh narae more infaropufly notori«T 
ovp.jhanit had ever been honourably diftinguiffiedr And^now,, 
with an effrontery peculiar to himfelf* he folicits our applaufe 
pf his fteadinefs, and confident refolotion. — Candour indeed muft 
own, thatnopartof hi* engagements have remained unfulfilled.— 
That he has ever continued the confif rhed invariable villain, he. 
originally profefled hiinfelf. If he has at any time, appeared to 
T^ave relaxed the tone of his adminiftration, we fliould coofTdcr 
the extreme difficulty 6f the character he has aflumed, and allow- 
for thofe human wanderings* from which the greateft geuiufci arc 
not exempted. For my own part, I am incapable of being un- 
candidly Severe, in my ftri&ures upon any man. I allow, him ail 
the merit he undoubtedly pofTeffes, and confider it as the fole, effect 
of accident, if he has ever deferted the footileps of his predeccf- 
fors, or in fpiteof his attentive caution, been betrayed into any 
thing, like the ihadow of a virtue. 

I will venture to affirm, that our liberties have never at any 
former period, been invaded with an equal profpect of fuccefs. 
The greateft advantages the tyrants )af earlier ages could boa ft, 
"were but temporary and precarious^ The heroes that difgracc 
the prefent aera, feem to have fucceeded in lulling to reft, that 
watchful fpirit of oppofition to illegal meafures, by which alone 
the conization has been maintained, and with whofe extinction 
it muft pqrifti. It would feem too, that providence, as a judg-. 
fnent on our indolent acqujefcence with their infamous -defigns, 
Jiad ta^en part with 6ur opprefTors— Elfe to what hidden caufes 
ihali we refer the uniform fuccefs of meafures, w-hofe intention 
yfea not more deteftable, than their execution has been ridi- 
culous, while plans of operation, at once the mod judicious, and 
the moll public fpirked, have been attended in every inftance with: 
di&ppointment. The Americans have been ftarved into a dif- 
graceful capitulation. The remon ft ranees of the Englifji have 
been received, and neglected with all the cool careleflhefs of refo- 
lute difdain. The firft fervant of the people has dared to defpife 
their petitions, and by a contemptuous difavowal of all intention 
of redxefting their grievances, tacitly called upon them to aright 
themfelves. Yet careless at once of the future, and forgetful of 
the paft, the repetition of injuftice has ferved bat to increafe their 
fubmiffion. And while every oppreffion that excited their com* 
plaints, remains aggravated with the moil pofnive dental of t 
ledrefs, tbcyaft as if they had miftaken the effejft for the ca,ufe f 
ajid confidered thefe very complaints as their only grievance. Up- 
on what principle fliall we account for this ft range' defer tion of 
their deareft iaterefts ?—il pretend not, for my own part, p the 
ft>irit of political divination, nor will the plain, light of common 
fenfe fuffice to inform me, from what caufes effecV fo miraculous 
bave arifeoy that fenglifhmen, with the memory of a glorious xevo- 
' • lotion 
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lotion In their mi ml s, (hoold tamely acqurefce in infoit added to 
injuitice, and blef* their oppreffors, that they are (offered to eat 
the bread of infamy in peace. 

It would feem, that familiarity had fofterred the features of 
flavery, and that on a nearer approach, her ufual horrors had 
ceafed to attend her. The Miniftry at length proceed iti their career 
without even the appearance of an opposition. Thofe whofe fita- 
ation has made it their duty to inform the people of every erf- 
croachment on their liberties, act as if they had deferted the caufe 
of freedom in defpair. The body of the nation are happy, that 
they hear no longer of grievances and apprehenfions— Of grievan- 
ces continued with every infulting aggravation, and apprehenfions 
reduced at length to a fatal certainty. Like heedlefs mari- 
ners, they glide fecure o'er the deceitful (urface, ignorant or 
regardlefs of the ruin that lurks beneath. They perfuade them- 
felves that all mud be fafe, where all is quiet, and fear no danger 
where they meet with no difturbance. Villains in the mean time, 
efcape the vengeance they defer ve, and their crimes fteai into a 
precedent, that itrikes at the vitals of the conftitution. A few 
years bid fair to deftroy the work of ages ; at once the nobkfl 
monument of the valour of our anceilors, and the fevereft re- 
proach on their degenerate defcendants. The enemies of their 
country, fee their execrable undertakings ripen beyond their 
hopes, and ftartle with aftoniihment, that the abfurdity of the 
execution, has not fj-uftrated their villainous defigns. — When were 
the bell concerted fy items of policy fo fortunate ? When was the 
wifdom of former adminiftrations, equally fuccefsful with the 
folly of the prefentr* The annals of this reign will be an in- 
exhauftible Abject of ridiculous panegyric. Future hiftorians will 
celebrate the Georgian age, when every vice, and every folly, 
arrived at maturity under the aufpices of a pious prince, (hone 
with more than meridian fplendour. Future commentators, 
puzzled with the contradictions of his char after, will be fome- 
tiroes obliged to own, that the ways of the great arc infcrutable. 
— Himfelf a profefled admirer of the liberal arts— what are wc 
to think of the literati of his court ? Let his own harangues 
fpeak their excellence ; their greateft enemies can defire no com- 
pteater inftance. Fraught with the mod giacious intentions in 
favour of his people — to whom has he delegated the power, he 
received for their welfare ? The characters of his ministers* 
are too notorious to require an explanation ; nor is it in the 
power of words, to convey an adequate idea of their qualifications* 
I own that his choice has proved his accurate acquaintance with 
human nature. He has ihown that he thoroughly knew, what 
men* of all his fubjects, were the leaft able to govern, and the 
readieft to opprefs. We have heard much of hi* private virtues* 

whence did thefe«praifes originate ? who have conveyed them 

to the people? Fox, Rigby, Grafton, Ellis!— Such men alone 
have been his intimates; fuch alone could be acquainted with 
the arcana of his character j. and of thefe the moft diftinguifhed tor 
every villainy, .and every mcarmefs, that could render human 

jature 
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. nature^coriteroptible, and detelled, have been ever rewarded .wijh 
'the fir ft place, in his confidence, and friendfhip. A diitiod^on 
has long been made between the friends of the king, and men of 
common fbnjfe, and common honefty. Such keep aloof from, dje 
contaminating connexion. They know jthat the rojraj, favour, 
forgotten in this reign to be an honour, has, at lengtji be-QQoe, a 
presumptive ind,ex, to fomething very villainous, or very'defgi- 
cable. ... ■•..••! 

With concern I perceive a new £eld opened to my labours* at a 
time when 1 expected their continuance would have been unne~ 
ceflary. Vainly hoping that with JJngliihmen h would have 
been fufficient, to enumerate what they have fufFered, I little 
thought I ihould ever be called upon to point out what they ougfit 
to do. Remonjl ranee and complaint, are not the only weapons to be em- 
ployed againft injuftice. To a certain degree refjpeft is due from 
every individual, to the firft fervants of the community. But 
when every intention of redreffing our grievances is folemnly 
di fa vowed ; when the fame, men are continued in office, and the 
fame meafures invariably purfued, which have already brought 
this nation to the brink of ruin, every diftinttion of rank, mufl 
fubmit to the general fafety of the ftate; and villainies rauft 
be moft flrenuoufly expofed, where they may be productive 
of the moft fatal confequences. The complexion of the times 
demands, that evexy friend of freedom Ihould take a decifive 
part in the fervice of his country. Tto explain the nature of our 
iicuation and obligations, and to mark out the path thatreafon, 
heaven, and the examples of our anceftors have commanded us, to 
follow, mall in future be the tafk of Junius. Deaf alike to the calls 
of private intereft, and the fear of danger, I (hall take but little 
pains to conciliate the* regard of thofe, from whom at once fpring 
affluence and oppreflion. Determined in my future conduct, I 
here throw away the fcabbard, and fcorn the hopes of reconcili- 
ation, where by* doing my duty, I offend beyond the poffibility 
of forgivenefs. I (hail not fear to make xhe enemies of my 
country entirely mine, andJ efteem it as the firft of honours, that 
I am thoroughly odious to thofe, to whom villainy is the only 
recommendation.— I know the danger of offending men, who 
find no difficulty in pardoning the affaffins themfelves have 
hired. Yet I (hall not murmur at my fate, (hould my fall be of 
fervice to the caufe of freedom, and I expect from the gratitude 
of my countrymen, that I (hall not perilh unlamented and alone* 

JUNIUS. 



The fubjlanu of Lord North's Speech at the opening of the Budget 9 
on Saturday. May 2. 
SIR, 

FROM this detail of the various provifions made for the 
fervice af the current year, and of the different fources 
Vol. X. Z z of 
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af revenue, it appears that the whole fupply amouots to fix 
millions three hundred and twenty feven thoufand pounds, and 
that there remains in the finking fund a furpJus of one million 
and eight hundred thoufand pounds. Tnis being the (late of 
the cafe, the queftion is, how this money is to be applied ? 
And here the diminution of the public debt will naturally oc- 
cur to every man, as a proper object of our attention. But 
what plan are weto purfue ? Shall we apply it to the extinc- 
tion of our oldeft or neweft debts, of the greateft or leaft funis ; 
or {hall we make an equal divifion of it among them all ?— 
The laft fcheme is evidently ridiculous ; becaufe the dividend 
would araountbutto a mere trifle^and the diftribution of it would 
he attended with infurmount&ble difficulties. Our funds not 
being, like thofeof France, compofed of actions, or certain 
equal fume, are not adapted to fuch an operation. In order 
to make them more marketable, and that every one might buy 
ox fell as much, or as little as he pleafed, the legiflature plan- 
ned them upon a different fcale ; and therefore we cannot 
eafily avail ourfelves of fuch a project, had we in our hands 
f yen a fum that would operate with fome effect. Nor will 
there be jnuich equity in applying the whole Aim to the ex- 
tinction of our ©Ideft debts, becaufe in them fome of the lateft 
purchafers are concerned; and it is clear that the neweft 
funds have no claim of preference on any account. What 
then re>nains but to pay off with it a part of the greateft or 
lead fums ? Upon the former it would have little or no effect, 
the three per cents confolidated amounting almoft to 40 mil- 
lions : and therefore the fame objection lies againft this fcheme 
asagainft that of dividing it equally among all the public ere* 
ditors. Upon the latter it certainly would have a confiderable 
effect, and indeed upon all the other (lacks : for it would fink 
the price of the other flocks, and raife the price of thofe,- to 
the diminution of which it might be applied. This gentlemen 
will fee is an iafu per able objection againft ever appropriating 
money to the extinction of any pa; ticular fund. Nor is this 
all the di fad vantage of beginning to pay off our leaft debts. 
The principal of the national creditors will thus fee that they 
are never likely to be payed ; or that, if they are, the day is 
£0 diftant, as aim oft to have the fame effect as an abfolute 
xefufal of payment. What effect fuch an apprehecfiori 
.would produce, I need not explain. The Committee fees that 
it would proue very injurious, if, not ruinous,, to the great 
hody of ftockholders. What then, you wiill fay, is theequal 
And, impartial plan that you propofe, in lieu of all: thofe th^t 
you have thus rejected ? Having found that my former plan 
for reducing the national debt did not anfwer my expecta- 
tions . 
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tions : and that the Bank does not feem very defirous of being 
payed the million borrowed of them upon the credit of exche- 
quer bills, and which indeed we are liable to pay upon demand. 
Finding, I fay this, and confidering the lownefs of the inte- 
reft payable upon thefe bills, I propofe that it be refolvtd to 
be the opinion of this committfce/lThat any perfon or perfons, 
bodies politic or corporate, poflefled of, interefted in, of inrit- 
led unto, any annuities, being part of the capital or joint ftock 
of 3I. percent, annuities, confolidated by feveral afts of par- 
liament of the 25th, 28th, 29th, 32d,« and 33d years of the 
reign of George the fecond, and feveral fubfequent afts,whicn 
were made payable and transferable at the Bank of England ; 
or of the annuities confolidated by the aflts of the 25th of 
George the fecond, and 5th of George the third, called re- 
duced annuities, alfo payable and transferable there ; or of 
certain 3I. per cent, annuities, which are payable and tranf- 
terrable at the South Sea Houfe, called Old South Sea An- 
nuities and new South Sea Annuities ; or of 3I. per cent* 
annuities, payable, in refpeft of 2,ioo,oool. granted by 
an a£t of the 24th year of the reign of George the fecond, 
for the fervice of the year 1751 ; who, on or before the 15th 
of this inftant May, and before the fum fubferibed (hall a- 
mount to 1,500,000!. fliall fubferibe their names^ or fignifjr 
their confent to accept, in lieu of their intereft in any part 
of the faid principal or capital ftock (landing in their names, 
and in full fatisfattion and difcharge thereof, the fum of 90I. 
in money for every iool. and in that proportion for any great- 
er or letter fum or fums, compofmg one or more entire fum or 
fums of iool. 50I. or 25I. of fuch principal or capital ftock, 
one moiety thereof to be paid on or before the 15th day of 
July next, and the other maiety on or before the 28th day of 
O&ober next, together with the intereft due on the whole ca- 
pital ftock, fo fubferibed to the 5th day of July next* fliall, 
for every iool. principal or capital ftock, as aforefaid, fo fub- 
feribed, be intitled to receive four tickets, in a lottery, to .con- 
fift of 60,000 tickets, at the rate of 12I. 10s. each (and in 
that proportion for any greater or lefs fum) the faid tickets to 
be paid for in manner following ; that is to fay, that every 
perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, fo fubferjbing, 
oc fignifying his, her, or their confent as aforefaid, (hail, oti~ 
or before the 15th day of this inftant May, make a depofit of 
it. in refpe£t of the money to be paid for each ticket, as a 
fecurity for making the future payments, to the ca&iers *f 
the Bank of England, on or before the times hereinafter li- 
mited ; that is to fay, for and in reiped of every fuch ticket, 
al. on or before the 19th day of June next'; 3I, "on or before 
Z z 2 the 
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the 22d of July next ; 3K on or before the 21ft of Auguft 
next ; and 3I. 10s. on or before the 2d day of October next: 
That, upon fuch payments being completed, tickets (hall 
be delivered, as foon as the fame can be prepared, to the pcr- 
fon$ intitled thereto : That the fum of 6oo,ocol. (hall be dif- 
tributed into prizes, for the benefit of the proprietors of the 
fortunate tickets in the faid lottery, which prizes (hall be paid 
at the Bank of England, in money, to fuch proprietors, upon 
demand, on the firft day of March 1773, or as foon after as 
Certificates can be prepared,without anydedu&ion whatfoever; 
and that all the monies to be received by the faid cafliiers 
IJiall be paid into the receipt of his Majefty's exchequer, to 
be applied, from time to time, to fuch fer vices as fhall then 
have been voted by this houfe in this feflion cf parliament ; 
and every perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, fo 
pofleffed of, intcrefted ill, or intitled to, any of the faid annu- 
ities, 2nd fo fubferibing as a fore faid, (hall have a certificate 
from the faid cafliiers of the governor and company of the 
Bank of England, of the amount of the principal or capital 
flock by them refpe&ively fubferibed, and of all fuch fum or 
{urns of money as he, (he, or they, (hall be entitled 
to receive, in confideration of fuch their fubfeription, and in 
lieu and difcharge of his, hw, or their capital flock, fo fubferi- 
bed j and the holders or bearers of fuch certificates (hall be 
paid, at the Bank of England, the feveral fums of money cx- 
preffed in fuch certificates, together with intereft after the 
rate of 3I. percent, per ann. on the capital flock fo fubferi- 
bed, in the manner, and at the times herein before defcribed : 
That, upon payment of fuch fum or fums of money, with 
„ fueh intereft, the whole of the principal or capital flock fo 
fubferibed fhall ft and difcharged, and be annihilated j and the 
annuity payable in refpeel thereof, (hall, from the faid 5th 
day of July, 1772, ceafe'and beextinguifhed.* 

Thefcheme being thus laid open, I think it incumbent. up- 
on myfelf tofhew it is the moft equitable and beneficial, that 
in our prefent cjreumftances caa be invented, both to the 
ftockhoider and to the public. That it is the moft equitable 
to the ftockholder is manifeii: ; becaufe none is indulged with 
any preference ; the matter being left wholly to his own op- 
tion, and to the operation of caufes, which admit of little cal- 
culation 

* The books were opened on Monday morning at the Bank 
at eleven o'clock. The whole was fubferibed before one,— - 
'The crowd was fo great, that many people, were obliged tQ 
mpunt.u.p a ladder to get into the room. 
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dilation or human controul. That it is more beneficial to 
the flock holder, will appear from confidering that it is intend- 
ed not for a fingle effort, but as the firft of continued exertions 
of the fame kind and extent to throw off the burden of our 
debts, and to refund to the proprietors of ftock their capital. 
The public debts being thus put into a regular courfe of 
payment, the ftocks wiil naturally rife, and gradually prove 
more and more advantageous to the proprietor, till they at 
laft rife perhaps to par ; for there was a time when they 
were at par. Look back twenty-five years, and you will 
find that it is only fince that period that they fold for 
lefs than their original value. I am forry that they arc 
now fo low, and that it is not in our power to apply a more 
effectual remedy. But, though we cannot effe& fo great a 
change as Mr. Pelham, yet let us attempt what our finances 
will bear. It is but what we owe to our country and toour- 
felves. At prefent there is the fa i reft profpe& of the conti- 
nuance of peace that I have known in my time. Suppofe it 
then to continue for ten years : a fuppofition by no means ex* 
travagant. Peace has already fubfifted for nine years; and* 
if we except the flurry of 1715, and the quarrel with Spain, 
which hardly deferve to be confidered as wars, we fhall find . 
that peace lafted fince the memory of man, twenty- feven 
years. Hence the hypothefis of a ten years peace is by no 
means chimerical. The pacific difpofitions of the French 
King, who regulates the motions of our great rival ar>4 an- 
tagonift, arc well known. What then hinders us from che- 
riming this hope ? I know I (hall be laughed at for forming 
any calculation upon fo precarious an event. Let it, however, 
be remembered that I affert nothing as a certainty. I might as 
well pretend to command the tides and winds as the paflions of 
men. lonly affert that at prefent there is the faireft profpec~i of 
peace that lever knew. Let us then fuppofe that peace will laft 
ten years more. What will be the confequence to this nation, 
if we continue to pay off annually one million and a half, or 
the fame fum that this lottery, and twelve hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds taken now out of the finking fund, will 
produce f . Upon calculation I find, that feventeen millions 
will be in that time discharged. Nor will this be the only 
advantage. The diminution of the annual intereft payable 
upon the national debt arifing from this manoeuvre in the 
finances will raife the income in the finking fund fo as, in. 
conjunction with the ordinary taxes upon land, malt, and fo 
on, to make our annual revenue amount to feven millions. 
Now fuppofe us to be at the end of this period dragged into a, 
war. What fum is it likely to coft us ? Not filch enormous 
fums as when we flood fingle againft France and Spain, and 

at 
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at the fame time prote&ed two fovereigns. If we embark 
no farther in expence than we did in the wars preceding the 
laft, our yearly difburfements will, as I find by computation, 
be at an average about feven millions. Thus then (hall we be 
in the fpace often years, in a condition, without any condi- 
tional taxes, to undertake fuch wars as preceeded the laft. 
And let it be remembered that, though our fucceffes were not 
fo brilliant, though we did not gain fo many glorious victo- 
ries, nor made fuch extenfive" conquefts, nor concluded fuch 
an advantageous peace, yet we fat down without any lofs. 
What prevents us from adopting a fimilar plan of policy and 
ceconomy upon a future emergency ? We do not ftand in need 
of any conquefts. Our dominions are at leaft as extenfive as 
we could wifli ; and their improvement, not their extenfion, 
ftould be our chief aim. Thus we fee, what I believe no 
body expected at the conclufion of the laft war, fome, tho' no 
very certain, profpe<3: of gradually reducing the national debt, 
aftep which will neceffBrily raife our credit and-authority in 
Europe, and terrify our enemies into pacihck meafures. r or 
it is not only an armed force, not only great armies and great 
naval forces that will deter our rivals from violence, but the 
capacity of raifing thefe bulwarks when occafion calls. And 
the latter method is furely preferable to the former, which 

{jenerally tempts one party or other to commit a&s of hofti- 
ity. Such is the plan of defence which ought in my opinion 
to be adopted by a great minifter, who has not fo much to 
dread from foreign enemies as from domeftic foes, from the 
violence of faction and the clamour of difcontent. If he has 
not thefirmnefs and fteadinefs of mind to defpife fuch impo- 
tent efforts, if he cannot forego the empty applaufe of the 
prefent moment for the folid praife that will be beftowed upon 
him, when prejudice wears off, and calm reflection fucceeds 
to paffion, he has no claim to the title of a great minifter. 
Thus have I proved this plan to be the moft juft Co the 
ftockholder, and the moft beneficial to the ftockholder and 
the publick. Such objections as occur to me, before they 
are made, I will endeavour to" remove; fuch as do not occur 
to me I muft neceffarily poftpone till I hear them. It will be 
afked why this lottery h made more advantageous to fubferib- 
ers than the laft, why they are allowed a profit that will in 
all probability amount to four or five or fix per cent ? I an- 
fwer that the profit upon the tickets is very cafual and un- 
certain; but that this lottery was framed upon a libera! plan, 
that being the firft thai of a great fcheme it might come into 
the world with fome eclat and with a" name that might con- 
tribute to its fuccefs. I fbaJ] therefore not be dtfpleafed if 
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the fubfcribers gain four or five per cent, or even more. Th* 
difficulty of difpofing of tickets when the profits are fmall* 
is known to every man converfant in this bufinefs. For thti 
fame reafon the Aims to be fubfcribed may amount to ten thou- 
sand pounds, that the great men in the city may think rt 
worth their while to be concerned. Hence, though the fub- 
fcription is open, and as equal as poifible, there will be left 
fome room for imputation. Some gentlemen may have more 
gracious afpe&s, may be more alert, or even have more bo- 
dily ftrength than others. Any or all of thefe caufes may 
operate to their advantage; and if they happen to be the 
friends of the miniftry, fufpicions will arife. People will 
infinuate that they were fecretly favoured. Such mifrepre- 
fentations all miniftries are liable to ; and the prefent ought 
mot to repine that they are not exempted from the common 
lot of humanity. Whatever public precautions for making 
the fubfcription open could be thought of have been taken ? 
Matters have been fo ordered that the books may be opened 
on Monday, and there will be but one day to buy tickets op 
fpeculation. 

Sub/lance of Mr. Dowdefweirs Speech. 
Mr. Speaker, 

I am not difpleafed to find that the noble Lord has dropt 
the plan of finance, which he adopted fome years ago; be- 
caufe I was originally convinced from the reafon and nature 
of things, and I am now a flu red by experience, that it was 
not the moft eligible. The redu&ion of fo fmall a fum, 
from four to three per cent, was but a pitiful experiment upon 
a commodity, which fliould not have been touched but in 
the grofs ; becaufe the purchafe of it thus in the detail 
warned the public creditors to keep up the price, fo that the 
minifter's (kill in the finances raifed the value of the four per 
cents, which it is the bufinefs of government to buy, and 
funk the value of the. three per cents, which it ought to fell. 
This doftrine was fufficiently explained to the minifter at 
the proper time, but I do not blame him for want of fa- 
gacity in rejecting it as I now praife him for not obftinately 
perfifting in this as in other ruinous meafures, in order to 
evince to the admiring nation the firmnefs and fteadinefs of 
his chara&er. 

But, though I thus do juftice to him in one particular* let 
it not; be imagined that I approve of his prefent plan. In my 
Qpioion, the payment of the million due upon demand to the 
Bank, would have been the proper application of this year** 
Surplus. For the payment of the three per cents, you may 
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take your own time; but, when called upon by the Bank # 
you muft find the money, except you chufe to violate parlia- 
mentary faith. What opportunity then fo proper as the pre- 
fent, when money lays, in fome meafure, idle in your 
hands ? Upon hearmg -that the Bank had ceafed to difcount 
bills, I concluded that this ftep would be taken ; becaufe I 
could fee no grounds for fo extraordinary a meafure in that 
corporation, but a injant cf money, or capital. Knowing, as 
I do, the vaft utility of credit in trade, knowing that the 
Bank itfelf was inftituted upon this principle, and that it 
gains confiderably by the difcount of bills, I had no other 
way but this fuppofition to account for the phenomenon. 
Was it not then natural in me to cxpecl: that, though the 
Bank fhould aft contrary to the intereils of trade, the mini- 
fter, that watchful Palinurus who fteers the helm, would 
have adopted this fcheme, in order to force them to a& as the 
public good feemed to require? That bills upon boufes,whefe 
credit falls not much fliort of that of the Bank itfelf, feemed 
to me quite abfurd, almoft as abfurd as if thefe houfes had 
refufed Bank bills. Certainly they may do it upon the fame 
grounds, and with almoft as good a grace. See then what 
diftrefs this would occafion in a country, which has accom- 
modated itfelf to the moft extenfive credit! Was not this an 
object mjre worthy of the noble Lord's attention than this 
drop which he has taken from the ocean of the public debts ? 
Nor does he, as he imagines, pay off thefc fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of our debts. He only purchafes fo 
much of the ftockholders, if they chufe to accept his bar- 
gain. Payment fuppofes a tender of the full fum due, of a 
hundred for a hundred. Here we have a kind of compromifc 
with the public creditors ; but not fuch a compromife as the 
ttate of the funds and of the nation required. In the firft 
place it is unequal to the ftockholders; becaufe the proprie- 
tors of different ftocks, whofe values at market now differ by 
two per cent, are to have the fame fum for every hundred. 
Ought not the minifter to have attended to this circumftance, 
and to have hit upon fome expedient, that would have put 
all parties upon a par ? 

In the fecond place he has been as carelefs of the intereft of 
the natron as of that of the ftockholders. By this lottery 
the public gains upon 150,000!. whereas in former lotteries, 
when there was not fo fair a profpecl: of peace, if we may 
believe the minifter, it gained two hundred thoufand pounds. 
Is this the lucrative and beneficial fcheme that it is repre- 
fented ? Had he in thefe peaceful, thefe halcyon days, made 
a more profitable bargain than was made in any former pe- 
riod, 
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ripd^.he would have done but his duty; But perhaps, ftot- 
withftanding the flattering appearance of an open fubferip* 
tion, there are fome friends, fome favourites to be ferved* 
It is worthy of obfervation that the terms of the fubferiptiort 
are fuch as will put it in the power of 15D men, or lefs, to 
engrofs the whole. I fay lefs ; for may not the fame indivi- 
dual fubferibe in the name of another petfon i Such collufiort 
• is not, I believe, eafily prevented in thefc tranfa&ions ; and 
particularly in this,wherethe profufion of the Mmifter throws 
out fo tempting a bait to avarice. Were not the noble Lord 
fenfible that this new plan of finance would not bear fcrutifty, 
would he have fup ported it upon fo fandy a foundation as the 
poffible continuance of a ten years peace? The French 
King is of a pacificlc difpofition, and thereby we fliaH 

hive a ten years peace* <-Has the noble Lord then en* 

fared his life for ten years ? Who will anfwer for fo uucer* 
tain an event ? Suppofe he fhould live that time, yet is not 
peace abfolutely certain. Pacifick as he is* he Was lately 
Very near being dragged into a war by his Minifter, and the 
fact is, that he has been in the fpace of lefs than thirty ye^rs 
engaged in two bloody and expenfivewars. May not the King 
bf Spain, who is of a more active and warlike frame of mind, 
and who entertains an inveterate hatred againft this nation, 
itrilte the blow, and will the family compadt force him to fol- 
low the other's example ? Let it even be granted that thefe 
apprehenfions are groundlefs, yet it will not follow that at 
the end of ten years we fhall have faved fevehteen millions, 
andadded feven hundred thouland pounds a year to our reve- 
nues. t A or I obferve 4 that it is the maxim of admin iftration 
to encreafe our expence according to the encreafe of our in- 
come. Will the Minifter in the courfe often years, talk of. 
ho neweftablifhment, no payment of civil lift arrears ? I do 
flot aflert that this will be the cafe ; I only fuggeft the pof- 
fibility of it. Befides, who will take upon him to fay that the 
k^venue may hot decreafe ? According to the noble Lord, it has 
actually deereafed this year ; or, at leaft the money expefled 
has not come into the treafury. But Where is the wonder, when 
fuch little care is taken in the appointment of proper col- 
lectors ? Sir W. Yonge^ who was, if he is not now, a Lord of 
the Admiralty, is a proprietor* purchafer, and commiflioner in . 
the newly ceded iftands. I do not mean to impeach the cha- 
racter of this gentleman ; but I think it is not in human 
jlature to dojuitice in fo many capacities. One comes with 
his bag 6f gold, another comes with his bag of diamonds, and 
ftefh and blood cannot withftand them. The Minifter, there- 
fore^ needs not be furprized, that the expe&ed fums have not 
come into the treafury. If the reft of the commiffioners be 
on the fame footing, the failure was unavoidable. 
Vol. X. A a a But 
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' But why would* this carelcfsnefs in admtniltration give any 
concern to us, who have allowed them to grant, without an/ 
examination, fuch large fums for American extraordmaries. 
In that department there is no check, no controul upon ad-» 
miniftration, and thofe whom they may chufe to appoint, We 
nave never feen any eftimate of the probable expence ; not a 
fcrip of paper has been laid before us, in order to enable us to 
form fome idea of the fums proper to be granted for that fer- 
vice. How are we to account for the embarraflcd ftate in 
which thefe matters a/e left ? Is it uncharitable to fufpefl that 
this confuilon is intentional, that it may be the more difficult 
for parliament to dete& any malverfation, any extravagance of 
peculation ? . 

The fame fpecies of reafoning is applicable to the navy, of 
whofe ftate we have heard fuch wonders. Laft year you voted 
forty thoufand feamen. Thirty thoufand only were raifed. 
But has the money intended for their maintenance been hoard- 
ed up, and brought to the account of favings ? By no means. 
Sir, the whole has been fpent. The grofs fum of five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, which you voted for a particular pur- 
pofe, has not been applied according to your exprefs orders, 
but been diverted to another fervice. Is this difcretionary 
power in the. admiralty to be tolerated ? Is it to be allowed to 
expend fuch an immenfe fum as two millions, for that is the 
fum voted laft year for the fea fervice, as it pleafes ; and then 
to fend us in only a general account of its difburfement, with- 
out producing a fingle fcrip of paper, a fingle voucher, to 
fliow how, or when, or where it was laid out I I am amazed 
that the miniftry fhould have attempted to flur over fo capital 
a point. Single as I am in this opinion, and, late as it is in 
the feffion, I cannot help entering my proteft again ft this me- 
thod of difpofing of the public money. In another feffion I 
{hall certainly move for an enquiry into this dangerous prac- 
tice, and try a divifion upon an ceconomical queftion. If 
Lord Sandwich is to have the arbitrary difpofal of fuch a pro- 
digious fum, well may he boaft of having put the fleet in ex- 
cellent condition. But no thanks are due to him, but to your 
fabunty. It has been lately the cuftom to extol Ldrd Sand- 
wich, <md to depreciate Sir £. Haw Ice and Admiral Saunders, 
But when had they five hundred thoufand pounds extraordi- 
nary to fport with ? Want of money, not want of fkill or vi- 
gilance, Icept the fleet, while they directed the Admiralty, in 
fo weak a ftate. The noble Lord has given us a pi&ure of a 
great Miriifter. .Let me be indulged with liberty to throw 
oat my ideas on the fame fuhjeA. In ray opinion a great mi - 
nifler docs not (how his firmuefs fo much in defpifing the cla- 
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mours of his fellow- citizens, as the threats of his country's 
enemies. A great Minifter will not fufFer his Majefty's do- 
minions to be feized, nor the Britifh flag to be infulted with 
impunity. He will not fee the nation put by an enemy to an 
enormous expence in wad ike preparations, and require no in- 
demnification. He will have a head to plan, and a heart to 
execute, meafures of his own, and not be the mere inftru- 
pient of another. He will not one day give orders for a naval 
armament, and in five days, a fpaceof time too fhort for re- 
ceiving a more favourable anfwer from the continent, coun- 
termand thofe orders. The fleet I allude to was intended, 
frs is evident from its being to' rendezvous in the Downs, a- 
gainft fome northern power. Could any frefh difpatches have 
arrived from any Northern Court in five days ? What then 
was the obje£t of this fleet? Can any one tell us? After 
fuch a recent and unaccountable flu&uation of counfels, does 
not the Minifter talk with a peculiar grace of manlinefs, ftea- 
dinefs,and firmnefs, and other Roman virtues? 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid that the difference of one or two per* 
cent, in the price of fome of the flocks, was a matter of little 
confequence ; that to-morrow there might be no difference, as 
the price of (lock wa^fo very fluctuating ; that at any rate it 
was jmpoffible to invent a fcheme that would be entirely un- 
exceptionable and equal to all parties ; that an approximation 
to an equality was all that could be expe&ed ; that Mr. Dow- 
defvvell was mittaken in fuppofing that government had gained 
two hundred thoufand pounds by lotteries of the fame kind ; 
that it had gained only 180 ; that the magnitude of the pre* 
fent plan, and the advantages arifing from its fuccefs, called 
for a little liberality in the public ; that when he heard of the 
Bank's forbearing to difcount bills, he entertained the fame 
ppinion as Mr. Dowdefwell ; that the noble Lord being of the 
fame opinion, had aflced the Bank, whether they wanted to 
have the million in queftion payed ; that they declined the 
offer ; that he thence concluded the Bank had not difcontir 
nued the discounting of bills for want of cafli : that he be- 
lieved their motive in this meafure was to prevent thei expor- 
tation of our coin by Jews, who by this iniquitous traffick 
made a fhilling upon every guinea, and received bills of ex* 
change in return $ that, as this was the real ftate of the cafe, 
fhe fcheme now offered by the noble Lord was the only fen- 
fible way of fervrng the public that remained ; that as to the 
American extraordTnaries, orders had been given for fending 
in fuch papers as would enable the treafury to form an efti- 
pi^tei that from fome caufe or other, which he did not know, 
ibsfe. papers WW AQt yet complete ; that h? hoped they would 
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i«*BO*erywbe complete, and that then the hoiifr fc;; i* 
have the fatisfaclion required: that with «^1a . ^"H 
been faid of the navy, -he would & St ^ I ?, wBm N 
wbo<e province it was, to Explain ,£l^ a1 ' -* '«">?* 
vours which he-had received; from dSSSEr'A?? fc 
mony to his integrity and uprightness but S - • T ? ' C,h - 
that/ as far a. His word would to he mil ? W *!? bli bu * 
plw of gratitude and -juftice, frefhim fSaH^ the P rinci - 
gWs orn e g ,i g e J „cei n 'the P?^ S^S^ 

that day produced to the Houf the^s which" W t£> ^ 
count of its expenditure 5 but tha Tr„ H,^ an ac l 
tber papers thefhad been mi^&^^P** 
Vour tobr,n,g then, on the folWing day Li jTI "^ 
orders given to Stout a hoftile 2ment \ thl r "^ no « 
knew, the fleet in queftion wasTl! k 'Z"?^^ h « 
« ihould for the future fe ev ^VeT att 2" ^ ° Red 
desvous for th,e purpofe of gomHou' h tfcn-??^ ,*° ^^ 
•nd of forcing every man concerned Ttoket > Trt™"* "* 
repair, and of proving to the ^Itf^&Vtt 
gat our grand and natural bulwark iluS?^ $$fe 

Mr. CorncwaUfaid, that he entirely a £ reed with Mr DA 
defwelj m what he had faid with re<4rd tr> th» ^ *?<"*■. 

money in „£ JTner Ih^fe That' iT***- ^ 
the noble Lord upon his r^i^ ftl' t he 1 ' SX"?"* 
*.<*; that theonly lift of fubferibersfver iboVlo^^P 
was themoft difgraceful to the Minifter fhaf could L"? *' 
gmedi and that he hoped for the fake J w? £ e '£*- 
the noble J,ord would nevermore \£ n 1 ' ?" c6ara ^ 
while ^in^^J^^gg^l tbat 

lottery! that however fevere £ tf S '°& <a ^ ns , t0 ^«? 
!*&» might be upon ht, *£ tZZSdft *$*&&* 
. Iheytenrfed tothe public, ood 'that as f ,£° 1^ "' >*# ? 
*f T the 6 l B ,of,an5 s in t^ q ^^^JJB* 
ttffeiMbe reafon o/irt not reaching to ? tbaVSjut^' ^ 

********* * wn* yit «s ^^rSRnis 

r - '- ' flood, 
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flood the gentleman who fuperintended that bufinefr waff ow 
his paffage home, andthat he doubted not he would fotisfeot 
torily explain the myftery; that, with refpefi to SirW^> 
Yonge's poffeffiog fo many places, the prefent Mjnifters wcf*< 
not peculiarly blameahlc j that no complaint had been pre* 
jferred againit him ^ that he a (Sled, and with fatisfa&ion, fat-' 
the fame capacity, during two former adminiftration$ r in < owr 
pf which Mr. Dowdefwell bore a capital part; that .the ho- 
nourable gentleman had his leave tpreprefent him,as a hall off 
bear, or lame duck in the Alley, if hepleafed ; that there were 
good grounds for ordering out a fleet, and good grounds. lor 
countermanding it; that every thing was obtained, which; 
could be obtained by a fleet ; that, except he was cqnunaiMU 
ed by the Houfe, he could not think it proper, to difclpfe fo«d*~ 
licate an affair ^ that time would difcover it, and fully juftify 
the conduct of adminiftration ; that Mr. Dowdefwell accufed 
him unreasonably of having no plan of his own, as it .was e- 
nough if rje approved of another's fcheme to rnake him adopt 
it ; that to come into the houfe, and fay, " This is my.fJan, 
I framed it, and you muft embrace it," would be fuch arro* 
gance and preemption as the Commons of Great-Britain 
Would never endure ; that he never meant to apply to himfelf 
the character of a great Minifter which he had given y that it 
flowed naturally from the reft of his difcourfe ; that any man 
in the Houfe, and particularly Mr. Dowdefwell, would exe r 
cute better than himfelf a truft, which, hQwever, he endea- 
voured to difcharge faithfully, and ably as far as his talents 
jyould go. 

The Subjiqnce of Mr. Burke's Speech... 
Sir Charles Whitworth, I do not rife fo much, to difcufr 
the new plan of finance propofed by the minifter as to offer 
irjy fentirhents upon certain uncqnftitutional doctrines, which 
jie has advanced. The right honourable gentleman, who 
fpoke fecond in the debate, beg§ to know the reafon of the 
contradictory orders lately ilfued from the Admiralty; for, 
notwithstanding the pretended ignorance of an honourable 
§entleman^ who fits at that bpard, fuch qrders, I find, were- 
$u£lually iflued. The noble Lord does not deny that we have 
a right-to enquire into t,his, as well as into all other matters, 
that affeft the commonweajth. But how would he have us 
inftitute i,his inquiry ? What plan does he chalk out to ena- 
ble us to come at the proper data, at the fa<Sh, upon which 
<bur decifion muft depend ? Why he refers us tp;t one.. Time 
rs the fole.or.acle to whom we muft a^ply. for the folutoon of 
ail jnir, /feubf* **$ ^®? u |^?: ,£{°fSift? »»#*? 1*<* irifor- 
i\Z, ,'.-.{ ,„•'* - "■. 4 -'- -' ;r/ ,rt ' ™ rnatioa 



i 366 ) 

mat ton i$ to be expeflech Thcfc fecrets, as too facred to be 
tfofted to our profane keeping, he preferves locked up. in hi* 
own breaft. How long is it fince we became thus- unworthy 
<tf having whatever atfefted the honour and dignity of (ho 
nation 'communicated to us ? There was a time when tnini- 
fters thought tbemfelves bound to account to this affembly 
for their couduft ; but.it is now no more. If we call upon 
fhofewbo are in refponfible offices for any neceflary informa- 
tion* they defire us to go and confult time. The ancient 
parliamentary mode was to apply to the Treafury, to the 
Admiralty, or direclly to the Sovereign ; but now we mu{$ 
turn oue eyes to time, A very ufeful invention this to admU 
juiiratkm j for it will render any enquiry into their conduct 
iery difficult, if not impoflible.— Sir, I am not furprifed tp 
find the houfe fo very difocderly j for the matter under con li- 
beration i* of fo very little confequence, that it does not de- 
fcrve their attention. The publick entertain the fame opi^ 
uion ; for you fee the galleries are like to break down with 
the weight of Grangers, as you are pleafed to call the people 
ef England, How weil this crrcumftance proves the exift- 
tence of that fympathy, which ought ever to fubfift between 
the electors and the elecled ! But where is the woncer? 
The difcuffion of a plan of finance new in its kind, and ex- 
fcrnfive in its effects: 3 plan, upon which the minifter mean* 
to build the falvation of this country, is to them an object 
neither of curiofity nor of intereft. They treat it, as if it 
afft&ed their constituents as little as themfelves. But why- 
do I talk of condituents ? They have been long out of the 
queftion. — Sir, I proteft, this a mere parliamentary farce, and 
you a& a great part in this farce. I fee I fhall be called tq 
order. Be it fo. I will do my duty, and fpeak my fentU 
ments without referve, I repeat it, this is but a grand parlia- 
mentary farce. The minifter comes down in irate, attended 
with his creatures of all denominations, beads clean and un- 
clean; for the Treafury, as it has been managed of late, has 
|>een worfe than Noah's ark. With fuch, however, as they 
are, he comes down, opens his budget, and edifies us all witn 
his fpeech. Well ; he fits down. What is the confequence ? 
One half of the houfe goes away. A gentleman on the op- 
pofite fide gets up and harangues on the ftate of the nation ; 
and, in order to keep matters even, another half rehires at 
the clofe of his fpeech. A third gentleman follows their 
f&ample, and rids the houfe pf another Yi'Afr~r.(bud lattgk 
t&rcugh the houfe)* — Sir, I take the blunder to myfelf, and cxV 
pTefs my fetisfadtion at having faid any thingthat can put the 
houfe in good humour. Whether: the bo.ufe be emptied^by 

y/'VY 1 --'*- ••■-•' _ ■"*• c^? 



Due half, tvfo h*lfe$, of three Waives, the public is equally 
deferred. While gentlemen wilt not only not attend their 
duty in parliament, but difturb* and confound thofe wha 
would preferve at leaft fame (how of conference, how can t 
help calling this a parliamentary farce ? Sir, it is an egregious 
farce, and the nation fees and feels it. ' But what care they ? 
They are firm and fteady, and defpife the clamours of fac- 
tion. Sir, when did you hear of an odious rmniftry that di<£ 
not call the clamours of the people the clamours of fac- 
tion? lam not furprifed at their firmnefs and fteadincfsj J 
mean their firmnefs and fteadinefs in keeping their places. 
Who that is deftitute of confeience and that laughs at tfo$ 
murmurs of his fellow-fubje&s, would not in this houfe, 
furrounded by a complaifant majority within doors, and de- 
fended by forty thou (and men without doors ; who, I fay f 
thus difpofed, would not fliow as much firmnefs and fteadU 
nefs as our intrepid minifters? But have they difcovered the, 
fame firmnefs in negociating with our enemies ? that is the 
oueftion. There is not a lifping infant that will not arifwer 
in the negative. .. , 

Having faid thus much, let me join my honourable friend 
on the floor in protefting againft this new and dangerous 
mode, which, has be^n lately adopted of diverting fums ap~ 
propriated by parliament to particular purpofes from the fpe- 
cified fervices. If this.prai£rice be allowed, I do not fee for 
what purpofe we aflembie here, and affume the name of the 
people's reprefentatives/ ,X5ive but a difcretionary power of 
this fort to any man, and he will render it impoffible for 'you 
ever to know the detail of every fervice, or to dete& him ia 
any fraud or peculation. Far be it from me to charge Lord 
Sandwich with any thing of this nature. No, Sir j fuch aa 
attempt would be vain : The public knows him to be a 
man of pure hands and hallowed heart ; in ihort, ah Ifraelite 
indeed. An attack therefore upon his charader would be as 
ridiculous as impotent ; it would be only biting a file. 

And now, Sir, indulge me with leave to fay a few words 
upon the fubjeft of military eftablifhments. 

The pra&ige of keeping on foot large ftanding armies in 
time of peace, though not abfoiutely modern, (for we read of v 
fuch an inftitution in ancient times) is new to theextent it is 
now carried in Europe. Charles the V. was perhaps the firft 
great Monarch that fet the example. Lewis tfie XIV. trod", 
in his fteps. But what was the confequence of their mightjr' 
efforts I In time of peace they exhaufted that ftrerrgth whick 
they (bpuld have referved for war* Thofe young and vigorous* 
i»£n» whom they kept in idlenefs, flhould have by their' in'. 
I duftry 
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<Mtry ah<i labour added to the wealth and population tiVtifik 
fete. Etence, when they entered upon re^l a&ion, they found 
thetrifelves deftituteof the fincws of war, of wealth, of pfovi* 
fions and money, and of recruits of men, without wjii^h ve- 
terans foon moulder away, and convinced them of the ihort- 
fightedneft of their politicks $ while their ad verfariesj though 
a little embarraflfed at firft, improved daily, and went on from 
ftrength to ftrength, till at laft they proved fuperior. It \i 
therefore with regret that I fee our military and naval efta- 
blifhments conftantly upon the increafe. At the end of every 
war it gains fomething. Eight thoufand men conftituted our 
Handing army at the clofe of King William's wars. It gra- 
dually rofe from that number to fixteen thoufand; and now it 
itands at five and twenty thoufand. The Irifli army was aug- 
mented in the fame manner from twelve thoufand nominally 
to fifteen thoufand ; and yet I will venture to fay that Ire- 
land is not better proteded not fecUred in any fhape than: it 
was before the augmentation. Upon the fame plan our fea- 
raen are augmented. In fhort, all ourexpences of every kind' 
are conftantly riling not only according to the prices of things? 
(a misfortune which will neceflarily attend the increafe of 
fpecie) but alfo according to the lapfe of time; Every yeaf' 
adds fomething new to our difburfements. What will be the' 
Confequence of this profufion f In vain do our revenues en-* 
creafe— ~a fuppofition indeed which does hot feem juftified by 
this year's accounts, if we thus eat our corn in the blade, and 
fpend our ftrength upon the empty air : if we thus draw our 
fwords before the day of battle comes, and exhauft upon the' 
parade what fliould be referved for the field, we (hall certainly 
find ourfelves in thefituation of Lewis the XIV. who with aft 
army of three hundred thoufand veterans, found himfelf at 
laft unable to cope with this nation, who had entered the field 
with lefs than ten thoufand men. It muft be confefTed, that 
at firft we are in fome confulion, or as the noble Lord ele- 
gantly calls it, in a flurry. But we foon recover. We are 
naturally warlike, and in a fliort time learn ta&icks. Pof- 
feffed of wealth, poffefled of people, poffeffeJ in (hort of all the 
fmews of war, we every day gain upon the enemy, and his fpi- 
rits fmk as ours rife. This being evidently the ftate of the 
cafe, what can we mean by imitating thofe two ftatcs of Ger- 
many, who are gradually wafting one another's ftrength by an 
armed peace, and who are svery day ruining their Arbje&s for 
the (how of an army, which iq time will moulder away, and 
leave a dreadful waft e behind ? France has difcovered the bad 
policy of keeping up a large army, and has therefore begun tf 

plait 
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plan of redu&ion. While (he is retrenching, ought we to 
add ? Let us return to our old policy, by which we grew great 
and glorious, and truft to our own native bravery, and the" 
ftrength of our infular fituation for our defence. Formerly 
our militia was nothing. Now it is added to our annual fK- 
pence. When it was eftablifted, ought not the regulars t0 
have been proportionably reduced ? But theMinifter will fay 
what could be done? When France fent an armament to Any 
part of the world, were we not forced to fend out an arma- 
ment of obfervation ? If they fent a fleet to Mauritius, did 
not prudence require that we (hould fend out a fleet to watch 
their motions ? By no means. If you follow this plan, you 
teach France and Spain the true method of ruining you. The 
moil prudential method of proceeding in thofe cafes is this.— - 
You have ambafladors at foreign courts, and if they be vigi- 
lant, they may give you intelligence of all the motions of* 
your rivals. Without their knowledge they can fend out nei- 
ther fleet nor army. As foon therefore as you learn that they, 
have taken any ftep that indicates hoftility, demand an ex* 
planation, a categorical anfwer with refpedt to the deflination 
of the armament ; and let tbem know that they {hall anfwer 
in Europe for any hoftile meafure they take in Ada or Ame- 
rica } that you will not be purfuing them from place to place, 
,but ftrike a decifive blow where it is moft convenient } that 
inftead of keeping a fleet jn the Eaft or Weft Indies, you will 
feize their merchant- men, burn their harbours, and deftroy 
their men of war. This is the true way of dealing with 
France or Spain. The law of nations has eftabliftied it as a 
maxim, and to the obfervance of it at the beginning of the 
laft war the king ofPruflia owes that great and glorious figure 
which he now cuts in Europe. Would it be unworthy of our 
Miniftry to imitate fo great a politician ? 

Mr. Burke alfoobferved, that he was very well fatisfied that 
the pr a<5lice, as now managed, was not only new, but unconstitu- 
tional ; that, till now, it was never heard that the Admiralty, 
inftead of giving a minute detail of the application of fo large 
a fum as five hundred thoufand pounds, laid out according to 
its own difcretion, told the houfe in general that it was ex- 
pended upon the navy, that fome regulation in fo efiential a 
point, was, for the future, abfolutely neceffary. 

Conftantine Phipps faid, that the merit of Lord Sandwich 
confifted in having infifted upon being the fole dire&or of the? 
navy, and refuting to undertake that department, if he was 
not, allowed more, ample powers than his predeceflbrs ; ia 
fhort, if he was not to be his own matter, but the deputy . 
Voi.X, Bbb of. 
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'of Another roan. If this" ftate of the cafe was tfue, his cdn- 
dgd y he find, was certainly fheritorioirs. 

Air. T. TownChend faid, that many members bad mifcn- 
derftood what was faid by Mr. Dowdefwell, with regard to 
the navy ; that he did not accufe any niari of* malver fation, 
but blanked 1 the Houfe for not infiftihg upon a minute and ck- 
ciraiftantial detail of the expend i tare of the money laid out upon 
the navy; that he was convinced the troops we had Rationed 

• in the Weft Indies anfwered no good ptirpofe ; that the Weft 
India iflands miift be pioteSed by our "(hipping, not hy our 
foldiery ; Mrat European fold iers found that country only a 

• grave ; that by accident he had' fcen a regiment returned from 
'their* two years fervice in fchat part of the world, and that they 

were reduced to Teventy men ; that their Tub ceffors in the fame 

; period of time would be equally reduced ; that for thefe reafons 

nothing Was' more impolitic than to keep up fo large an army, 

! which in cJife of neceflity muft ! prove ineffectual," as it Was 

; imepely nominal ; as it fwalldwed up as much pay as if if Was 

v ^complete, and was incapable of any real fervice. 

. Lord North faid that he agreed with Mr. Burke in the gene- 
ral principles Which he laid down /and' that no than kid them 
down* in a more agreeable and convincing manner; but thfct ge- I 
'neral principles were hot always applicable to particular cafes; 
tfc&t the armament in the Eaft Indies was fent out as a fleet "of ^ 
* bbfervation to prevent any de'figns of the French in that quar- 
ter; that France had a tonfiderahle* force ftationed at the 
Mauritius 5 that that force was obvidufly intended agaf rift our 
dominions in India; that fe If prefer ration called for' preven- 
tive meafures on our fides ; that the Miniftry would hkve been 
blamed, and juftly blamed, if they had not taken thisftep* 
that, when our rival withdrew her forces, durs Would natu- 
rally follow; that, in confequence, our navy would be lef- 
:fenedby fix s (hip$ ; that, when this' event aQuatly took (dace, 
he was of opinion that we fhould return to our did eft&bfiffi- 
mem of fixtcen thoufand men ; that heWouhi joiniflue with 
any man in making any redudion that was conjliftent with the 
general fafety ; that the reflections caft upon the dtfburiement 
of the money appropriated to the fervice of the h&vy, were ill 
founded ; that the Admiralty was hot, by the'gfant, confined 
to fuch narrow limits as were ufual in other cafes;' th&t,how- 
ever^ thofe who fat at that board were anfwerabte for any-fnif- 
-application of the money allotted for the fetf-fervice ; -that he 
was perfuaded it had been on this occafibn pWgerly'appifed • 
and that it was at anytime in thepowe^ J of ^bd Mo^c t6 be 
convinced otiu ..>..- r * ^. 
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' To the".. P.R.I N T E R/ . ', , ' .? 
SIR, ' - : ' ' 

I,Att$n/tefl ^b?n t the Budget was opened ascertain ptaop* 
Tftis, is tij^ iwgaxcant day : of eyefy fejgojp, when the Mi- 
mfter, attempts to. givp to. parliaments ftate of the natfpnal 
accounts, and propofes his pj#n, for applying the furplusof 
the Sinking Fund', „Tbe A^ioifter upqn the prefent occafion 
ftated the accounts, I doubt not with Xuificient accuracy > but * 
lam forry to fay that t&e, r$f 11 Jt, of tfie whole affords a very me- 
lancholy profpe# , to ttys country* . . , 

I remember to have be^n prefcojt tjiref years ago, when the, 
fame Mjnifter. opened his budget j at tl^at tiqpe there w.as,. a 
fyrplus of, on& million and a half out of. the finking fund ami- 
cable to the payment of. our erwnpous debt, and he explained 
to ms in a clear manner how tnaV.furplus would incrca/e, to 
as to ajSSprd two millions at lead ye«t4^, to be ap^pjied tp the 
fame purpofe. T)he preparations for a war with $pain pre- 
yented our paying off any debt laft year,, the wfyole furptus of • 
the (Inking fund, together with one {billing in the pound ad- 
f djtional land-tax, having been applied for the fervices of the 
year, and now when we come back to a year of peace, in 
place of on? million and a half 'out of the finking fund to. be ap- 
.. plied jto our debt, we find that we cannot afford more than a- 
ijout 900,0001. It is true that the total fum applicable to the 
payment of debt this year, as dated by the Minifter, amounts 
tp i^oo^ooo.l. but in this is included, ift, a faving of near 
2QO&QO0L upon the.fum voted laft year, on the profpedt of war, 
for the army ; and 2dly, a furplus out of the finking fund of - 
tjbe preceding year, ariftngfrom this, that in fiating the ways 
3,nd n>ean^ laft year, the finking fund was. taken for lefs than 
it was expe£led to yield, and . has actually yielded. Thefe two 
funis, with fome other temporary favings, make up the 
1 ,20P,oqqL applicable to the payment of debts this year y and, 
\y the help of a lottery, ar^d, the paying off the 3 per cent, at 
90 p$r sent, Jrjftead of 100 per cent, it has happened that the 
diminution to be made of the debt this year willarnount to a 
, rmimn <m4* half . 

Up^fi t)ie,.$a^e of the accounts the Minifter told us, that by 
purC«<ung,th?. (sup^ plan, and (uppofjng a ten years peace, we 
il)o^jd b.e a&lc. ^o pa.y, oft; abqut feventeen mjl lions, two bun- 
clre^.t^onfanvlpQunals., during the next ten years ; and that 
- our jr?v.q$u£ by,.tlytf..tjme p ex^ufive of the intereft of our debts, 
would amount to about fix millions yearly, becaufe.it would be 
increafe^ by means of the intereft of the debt paid off, and by 
B b b 2 ' " • the 
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tlje.redu&iqn wh^ch atywt that tirne wijl ofk(elf tajte place 
.gpon the jntereft^of the 4 per cents, and 3 i-balf per ce^i^T*- 
j'Qut 'of tbefe, fix. millions the expences of the year for .the 0*vy ? 
^arrny^ ordinance, militia, and other Cervices, bejog deducted, 
^•fcere would remain a cohfideraMe Surplus fo* annually exejn* 
giiifhing our 'debts, .or ifi cafe df a war, for anfwejing our e#- 
^ traordioa/y 'expences. without any new tax j for he told u$, 
' and very truly, that during. the war w^hicb begun ia 17391 art<| 
.ended in 1749, the total Applies, at an average, did not ex- 
ceed (ix millions per ann f 

Such was the flattering account given of our fituation by 
V the Minifter on this annual day of rrtinifterial triumph ; btit 
Jhowever pleafing it maybe to view matters in a flattering 
Ifght,! cannot however permit the public opinion to be rnifle4 
Vith regard to our real fituation; ' nor the minds of men to' 
be fo dazzled and impofed upon, as to make thern oveflaok 
the blow which has been lately ftruck to the vitals of thiscoun r 
try, and to the national credit, by this Minifter and his affo- 
ciajes. , When I fay this, I am not his enemy, nor dp I un- 
der-rate that degree of merit which he certainly pofleffes. I 
do allow that he is a man of fair character, poflefled of confi- 
derable talents * but of more plaufibility, and incapable, I dare 
fay, of any thing glaringly dishonourable, or grpfsly interest- 
ed :. that he fuffers himfelf to be made ufe of as a tool, is but 
too apparent; and I abfolutely deny that he poflefles the ta- 
lents bf a great Minifter, which comprehend, in my mind} a 
great deal more than a readinefs at the fnip-fnap and dull re- 
partee of the Houfe of Commons. I would aflc if the line he 
has taken in the great affairs of the Eaft India Company bc- 
fpeak the talents of a man even of middling capacity? and 
what (hall I fay of his total ignorance, or total inattention to 
the interefts of trade* and his averfion to undertake any thing 
howeVer neceflary for the public, which is likely to require 
either trouble or exertion ? But without entering into minute 
particulars, I muft beg leave to call the attention ,^>f the pub- 
lic to his conduit with regard to one of the moft interefting 
objects in the affairs of this country,— I mean the payment of 
ciur public debts. v . -.. >■ 

ft is well known that Sir Robert Walpok firft eftablsCh* 
,ed the finking fund, which had the appearance of a very pub- 
lic- fpirited rneafure ; but wife men forefaw, even at that time, 
the improper ufe to which it would probably be applied. The 
plan or the finking fund was to levy more money yeafly upon 
{he pebple^ than was neceflary for anfweririg the current fer-» 
vice, and' the ihtereft of debts, and to apply that Surplus to 
4ir.iinUhthe capital of the debts. The fund fet apart for this 
K - ■ - i ■•'• ■ - ' * ' 4 * purpofe 
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*ffcifpdfe has gradually increafed', and is ftill likely to increafe $ 
i>ut aaf early as the year 1732, the Tyftem was broke thro", and 
Applied toother public fervices: the encroachments thus begun 
have been continued, and have been at I aft carried to fucH a 

• height, that ft now plainly appears ? that this plan, fo wifely- 
frtcaflt, has been attended with the worft confequences : for 
not only has- the cohfiderice in this fund induced the nation to 

'' launch out into the moft endrmous and unjiiftifiable expences 
during the laft war, but it has alfobeen the real fource of chat 
amazing increafe of our peace eftablifliment, which threatens 

'deftruction to the liberties of this country, as well as to every 
branch of our national credit. 

People in general are not informed, that the' eftablifliment 
of this country* or in other words, the annual expence of our 
navy, army, and other fervices, during the peace that fucceea*- 
ed the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, was much the fame as it had 
been during the preceding peace ; but the eftablifliment which! 
took place immediately after the conclufion of the laft peace, 
exceeded the expence of the former peace eftablifliments in. 
near a million and an half; and as a great part of this fell up- 
on the finking fund, the credit of all our ftocks funk, and 
have never fi nee revived : whereas after the preceding warall 
oar funcls continued above par,which enabled Mr. Pelham to 
make that'great reduction of the intereft of the national debt, 
which did' him fo much honour. Thegreat articles of this ad- 
ditional expence arife, ift, From the keeping up near double 
the number of regiments, and of officers. 2dly, From the army 
kept in North America, when a fmall force properly arranged 
would have anfwered every ufeful purpofe. 3dly, From the 
increafe of the navy, and various other charges. The ten- 
dency, and I dare fay the intention ofevery one of thefe addi- 
tional charges was to increafe the power of the crown, and 
to obtain an uncontroulabie influence in both Hdufes of Par- 
liament. The additional number of officers plainly and di- 
rectly tended to this. The American army afforded a pre r 
tence for various contracts, which are now actually enjoyed 
hy Members of Parliament; and if the plan of taxing Ame- 
rica had taken effect, an infinite number of new offices would 
hive fprung up to be enjoyed by Members of either Houfe, 
and executed by deputy. The increafe of the navy, and the 
arrangement of the guard-fliips, contributed alfo to the fami 
ei4d. ' " ' ," 

-All thefe confequences may be juftly afcribed to our po/Tef- ; 
iron of a finking fund, for no Minifter would have dared to 
propifeinevy taxes to fupport fuch a fyftem of extravagance^ 
h.'i.>-;:\ ■■■•■;• • ; " - .-; .' ■ • ,; ' * If 



C 3M, ) 
If tlvfc meaCyr^ ware, baa\, what Jb&U ^e^thipV,q| tl^ftrote, 
ftr^uclc at the nation al credit by*he prefeut. MinjfterT "xl^. 
puMic^vvillharJly bqlieve that the late difpute ^ith^e jCj^r^ 
of Spaih^has afforded a pretence for incifenfing ouj engra^ou^ an^ 
, nual peace- expt nee about half a mil]ion,which jsequjyalea^. in 
' *•&£& to the contracling in tirne^ of peace a fre/h debt of feyqn r 
teen millions, In (tort, tjie prefent Minifterjias, incurredby 
this arrangement as much debt in one day as by his own ac- 
count of the rrtatter, he wjllj be, ab!e 4 to pay ofFin ten years. 
fuppofin^, what, is highly. improbable, that peace 'flipula\con r * 
tuiue fo long. By this, large 7 addition to the peace eftablilb- 
jrient.our annual txpences now exceed the eftabli fhments du- 
ring ' tUe.twp former periods of J>eace in, no.lefsa.fu^mthan two 
iniiliuus yv.arly. 

The finking fund. now produces about two millions feven 
hundred thouiand\pounds yearly,'; every farthing of [ which 
ought, in jufHce to the pubic creditors, to be applied t6 extiri,-" 
g u lib the debts ; but it appears that out of this Jar^e produce 
r>6 more can, this year be applied to the payment of debt than 
about nis^e hundred thoufand pounds ; the reft being eat up 
by ourincreafed annual expences. No wonder thjit our ftocjcl. 
continue under par, when by an abiurd and unneceflary in- 
creafe of our expences the fund appropriated for extinguilhjng 
our debts is profufely lavished, arid when we n\ake a, parade 
of paying, off a million and a h»lf this year, while, at, the farn$ 
moment we in effedt contract a dejbt of feventeen millions. 

The £ood character or good difpofition of the prefent 3Vfi- 
nifter are of no confequence to the public, fince he adopts) 
and fupports nveafures which are fo evidently dc.ftruflive.-7- 
Few people believe, that thefe meafares are his^ Taut he is] 
equally arffweiable for them as if they were his awn, * $ jk ' 
plain that either he, or thofe who dire£t him, have adopted 
the afcfnrd idea, that a great and expenfwe peace eftablifhment 
is necefTary for this country, although the experience of France 
)ia$ (hewn the 'deft'rud ive tendency of fuch maxims* Every 
bqdy knows that the peace eftablifhment of France^ has^done 
more to ruin that great country than all the wars in which fh$ 
ha^s been engaged 5 and thai (he now begins to reduce her ex- 
pences wheri we, by a ftrange fatality are hurrying on to in* 
crfcafe ours. This idea of keeping up a conftant great ^force 
rsa commb'n and vulgar prejudice, but unworthy to be adopt- 
ed by sr great (titefman. ' It flatters indeed 'the" vanity of a 
princevand is cqnftanjly ptafiifod indefpotic nwnarqhies. We 
fee upon the "continent at this hour two great ftatis endea- 
vouring to Vie 3 with ea^h other in time of peace in the num- 
ber of the troops, and the greatnefs of their- military eftablifl** 
xnents, {haggling, as was well exprefied by a great fgeaker, to 
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* t&t-'flknk each 'other In iltiitot peace. *Fut in Vgover^me^ 
tfke ours, it tends cJi reel] y tddefpotifm, which 'Will draW aftcf 
if> With other tfread ful* cohfeqiiences/a further ihcreafe'of unJ 
Jtfecefltiry expehces, new taxes^ decline of PradeVrum 6r*ptfl>Iic 
Credit; Vu'ftice'adminiftered hy fucceffive LoV*d Mansfields, iihif 
verfat dejec*!i6n andjfervility, and no chance of any "change* of 
mffery, but the irivafiori Yfifi'd cotique l ft of a' foreign enemy. y v 

I cannot conclude without doing juftice to two perfons, 
yr%6 in the coiirfe of the debate which fucceeded the opening 
of the Budget,' difco'veretT gfe*at 'knowledge of our national af? 
fairs, ""and very jufl^ ideas concerning the erroneous (yfteW 
, which has been of late ' adopted. The per fan's fiefer to are 
Mr.' Dowdefwell and Mr. Burke ; the ; 'firft of whom explained 
in a much clearer manner than J have done the fliameful in- 
creafe of t our expence, and the'depred'at'ions which have been 
made on the finking fund. The Other expoftd, with the^reat- 
eft perfpicuity and eloquence, the abfurdityof fuppofing that 
our fafety againft a time of war depends upon exhatifting our 
refources in time" of peace. Many other gentlemen threur 
great lights upon the fubjec"t ; and I will venture to fay that 
no day of a Budget ever afforded left 'matter of triumph to a 
Minifter of this country. 



To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

HEN the Minifter's fpeech r was publi&ed, I raatfe 

thofe animadverfions which the fubjecr. itfelf . fuggeft- 

.cd. T&£«ntrit Lord North aflumed to himlelf when he open- 

• ed f he Budget, I plainly demonftrated was built Upon fo weak 

* foundation, that the rational part of mankind could aevfcr: 

. join'in the,ownifterial plaudit. 

According to the prefent fyftem of finance, we are, it feeras> 
at the expiration oi ten years, to have'favedy£z/*0/*o! millions* 
be fides an addition offeven hundred thoufand founds a year ad- 
ded to ouc revenues. This calculation is founded upon the 
whimfical fuppofition of the continuance of peace fo* tbtt 
term of years. If therefore, from the face of things at prefent,, 
peace is not likely to continue fo long,<the Minifter's fchenac 
fcljs inevitably to the ground. 

•Mr. Dowdefwell iiints at the Family Compafi, and withgrdat 
propriety urges that in proof of a fpeedy commencement of a 
war. I grant, from the conditions contained in thai agreement^ 

W 
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the parties mud and will avail theipfelves of tfee firft oppor- 

r tunity, which may enable them to throw off the matfc* and 

attack Great-Britain with fuccefs. But I wilj go farther, I 

affirm, that in cafe fuch inftrument as the Family Goo*p4& 

had never exi/ied, it ftill would h^ve been the iniere/i q{ bqth 

the Fiench and Spaniards to commence hoftilities, whenever 

' their finances were recruited, and their armament was upon a 

refpe&able footing, . \ : ' 

The French havte large pofTeifions in America \ they have 

, many fettlements in the Eaji Indies ; they have a fhare in the 

Newfoundland Fijhery. Now thefe are either National Emolu- 

* mentSy or they are not j if they are, is it "not extremely .natural 
that they fhould aim at increasing what muft contribute to ag- 
grandize the Houfe of Bourbon f Who thit is in the leaft 

" degree acquainted with the policy of nations, but what muft 

• accede to this propofition, that two powerfulyet rival fates, 
' whofc views, whofe plans and dbjedt are in a manner the 

fame, will for ever be at variance ? The moft facifick ftate, to 
fuch nations, is only a (hort fufpenfion of hofilitiesl Apply 
therefore this reafoping in all its variety of combined circum- 
itances, to England, France, and Spain. Take into confide- 
ration America and the Eaft Indies : view but with a re£ci~ t 
tude of judgment the interefts of our enemies, and to every 
man of fenfe it will be evident, that the commencement of the 
millenium is full as likely to happen to-morrow, as that which 

- the Minifter calls peace, ftfould continue for the fpace of ten 
years. * 

But granting even in the face of probability * /that pezce Jhould 
continue, the calculation made by the Minifter is in many re- 
fpe&s erroneous ; how is it certain that we (hall have (aved 
. feventeeen millions? Who can forefee that no em.ergencfea 
may happen which will enhance our expences ? Who can 
tell what unexpected demands may be made upon the trea- 
fury ? Is Lord North endowed with fecond fight? Hath he 

- learnt that quality from the group of Highlanders with whom 
heconverfes? Or can his bdfom friend, Tom Bradfliaw, 
read the ftars ? However, the Minifter forgets, that the time 
is haftening, when dcuceurs upon douceurs will be wanting ta 
keep him and his colleagues in office. The general election 
is z certain event, who can calculate with any.exa&nefs what 

. fum« the gre.dy hirelings may require ? Defections from the 
, minifterial ftandard are no uncommon things, and it will re- 
. quire all the oeconomy of the King* and dextrous oraaage- 

ment of the Minijler y to fee u re a majority in the enfuing par* 

liamcnt,withoii£ emptying the treafury, 

• But 
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v 'Btit w* tan eafily diftfsrrt Lord North's nifcanfag* jwheri 
he talks of laving feventeen rttilliohs; he means it as a pror 
tlattifttiofl to keep his party in fpirits, and the Janguagg of ' 
that part of his fpeech fhould fan thus : -^-:«« This is to 
give notice. to all Gentlemen who now ate, or hereafter, 
fapetobej in office* that / FREDERIC LORD" 
NORTH intend to conduft matters fo advantageouffy, that * 
fiich perfont as intend at the next general election to difpofe 
of themfelves, fouls and bodies^ together with their vJills and 
epinhnt, (hall be amply rewarded rn proportion to thefacri- 
fices they fhall make, for which purpofe I arh determined that * 
noinfult from any foreign power, prince, 6r potentate, (hall be 
retaliated, but that this nation (hall bear all things, and endure 1 all- 
things, to remain in peace, in order to give me an opportunity of 
fovmfrfeventeen miUionsfot the purpofe of obliging my frierids^' 
and of this they may reft affurcd, and aft accordingly. 
By his Majefty's command, 

NORTH. 

A WHIG. ' 

4-' inn *».n •' • ' 4 ■ i ' ■ ' * " " i " i n" ■ <' "■! ' i ' ' . 

7i the Public, ami to the Subfcribers at the Chapter Cofiee-Houfe ' 
to reduce the Price ofPrwifeon in particular i 

YOUR laudable zeal in the attempt to mitigate tHe dif- 
trefles of the people, refledts the htgheft honour on you^ 
and commands the plaudit of a generous tribute to God and 
than for the bleffing of affluence. The merit is cdmpleat; by the 
judicipus intimations in you jadvertifement, that the opinion 
of every perfon will be well received by you : .a circumftahce 
requifue at this time, when the Houfe of Commons, in whom 
the redrefs .of this grievance properly centers, are totally in- 
attentive *o it. Supported by the old maxim, that " among * 
the multitude there is wifdom/' and prompted by a hearty 
defire to .promote the tranquility and profperity of this coun- 
try, I am led to, tender my mite towards fo falutary a work, al* 
though confeious that the difficulties attending the adoption 
of language and plan to make itworthy of pra£tical notice, are 
fb. many, as almoft to exclude the moft diftant hope that it Will 
anfwer any other end, than to dired^the (eruiments of others 
on this important fubje& to different contiderations. My 
tafk ihall be at prefent chiefly in endeavouring to prove*, that 
the. high price of provifions hath its rife, progrefs-, and flip- 
port from the lafcivious confumption* weakhefs of the people, * 
andcpolide of the metropolis ; from whence it will be evi- 
dent, by removing thofc caufes fo much of the effeft ceafes, 
Vo^X C c t and 
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and fo far its fure deftru&ion attends theexercife -of humanity 
and prudence in this great magnet of the nation, whofe riches 
uncontrolled are in profufe circulation, and have brought us 
,to the brink of beholding the kingdom involved in a fcene of 
deftru&iori, by extending avarice, oppreflion, and famine. — 
The country being colonies fold y dependant on the capi- 
tal, fenced on all fides by nature with reftraints, the inhabi- 
tants are obliged (through the neceffity of exiftence) to conr- 
ply with all reafonable mandates from this their great mart ; 
from, whence it is plain, if the hand of cards i« well played 
here, the leading game is your own, and they cannot play 
a trick but what you grant them. 

To the misfortune of mankind, the matter hand is now 
Broiling about the country, revelling in a few diforderly 
hands; Blefled will be the man who brings it baclcby the pre- 
fent and fucceeding generations. To.caiwafs this matter a 
little further ; what would the manufa&urers do without the 
metropolis ? What would the farmer's increafc be to him 
without the consumption of both t How could the farmer be 
enabled to pay double rent, were it not for the folly of the 
metropolis purchafing his increafe at double the .value it bath 
yielded for ages paft ? How could the land-owner receive, 01 
expeft to receive that double rent he irnpofes, (on the half of 
which his predeceffors lived ufefully and contented) if he did 
not truft to the inattention and luxurious folly of the metro- 
polis, which he fees to be wholly inattentive to the fupport 
of the general plan on which a trading nation can exift ; and 
fordidly obferving that the farmer's cunning over-reaches all 
policy, and government is determined to ihare the plunder 
with them. Thefe relaxes in calculation in the metropolis 
(where the true equilibrium of the profperity andhappinefs of 
the people centers) are the caufe of every evil we are oppreffed • 
with ; for there are laws arid powers inverted in the magiftra- 
cy of London, fufficient to crufli in their infancy every rifing 
inconvenience on manufactures and provifion, (See Burn's 
Juftice.) But admitting they aj*e deficient, Government i* 
at hand to ftrehgthen them. Then why make fo many diffi- 
culties, when (by enforcing the united power) the remedy is 
fo eafiiy effected ? But the magiftrates of London, inftead of 
difcharging the duties of the office they folicit to fill, are 
wrangling with each other about their underftandings and 
condudh If they did their duty folidly and ufefully, the people 
would foon be generous in their opinion and applaufe. Erro- 
neously chofen,.they are weak, impatient, and miferable, with- 
out clamour at their heels wherever they go* 
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It is to the reproach of all government we behold, the vvorks 
of the Alinighty in full perfection : the earth brings forth its 
fruits, the air its fowls, the feaitsfifhes, they arc, h'avd been, and 
will be, according tQ his accuftomed goodnefs; ttre faitie'tb all 
generations. It is the bafe negle& and fordid machinations of 
man which interrupt their hapmony, and fruftratehis benevolent 
provifion for all his creatures. < We are bleffed with no vifita- ' 
tionof plague, peftilence, tmirrain^or war* 'the feafons are a$ 
they were-woM.to be, and fome thoufands of acres' ft aVe lately 
been made arable, in which feed was never fown before j but 
to what purpofe, if we fuller ftich abufe from rapacious men ? 
What becomes of the corn, when it is a well known truth, 
that until thefe feven years laft paft, this country on an average, 
without that addition of land I lauV mentioned, exported grain 
tocher nations, to near yearly the amount of a million and a 
halffterling? This- was one principal fburce of our great 
*iche$, which is daily dintinifliing by the "exportation of more 
than half a million annually in fpecie fdr the importation' of 
the fame commodity-^Speak, ye departed fix-and-thirties and 
feven*and-twenties which revelled in this land— A degenerate 
trade, not known in the memory of man, tiH within the above- 
mentioned period of time* THis proves the fallacy of the o- 
prnion of many, that it is the increafe of national wealth 
which hathraifed the price of things. Add thetfro fums to- 
gether of what ufed to be drawn hither, and is now fentjou.t, 
and we fliall find the amount fourteen millions, which we • 
ought, according to former times, to have circulating' more a- 
mong us. A very neceffary fund to bear a part of the amazing 
intejeft paid -annually to foreigners on national debt —A debt 
increased, as itftands at this time, more than forty millions 
within the ldft fixteen years. I am further ftrengthened in . 
my afiertion£of the decreafe of wealth in this kingdom from 
my own knowledge, that we fuffer every nation to advance 
the priceof their commodities we trade with them for, which . 
naturally drain us, "Our exports are abundantly fihort of what ' 
they were fo lately as ten years ago, both in quantity and pro- 
duce. Thefe circiimftances evince riches not ta be the 
caufe of the high price of provifion. Vanity and luxury are 
the principal engines which Jiave ban idled the neceffary know- 
ledge of the value of money and things* Great part of the 
appearance of trade in this metropolis being carried on by 
perfons wholly improper for any engagement therein, being 
devoid of every reality confonant thereto, who over-reach, 
under*fell,< and buy prornlfcuoufly, as their artifice can-devife, 
and necefiities require— *which they deem common to all.— 
Thefe are a people, I apprehend,- it very neceffary to lay un- 
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fer the band of reftraint for the public good, as thtf arc 
fcxurtoits confumers and defpoilers of ialand and- foreign 
tatports, and- q£ no ufe in export. They may jfuftly be 1 
deemed vicious perfons, propagating ttiahy bad cuftoms, tra- 
velling with an oftentatious pocket, which lets low cunning 
fat work.— But as no law can well reftrain them, it Concerns 
4fce wealthy dealers, who fettle and upbblcHhem, to be more 
4tri6tj and to introduce the cuftom, from time to time,- at 
'their option, to infpe£l into the ftate of their proceedings, 
'which would cheque their ufelefs indulgencies.vt.In the be- 
•girtning it might be attended with fome difficulties : let not 
that dishearten; they cannot do without you, and uniefsthey 
"•comply, muft return to what they are better adapted tO,/fer- 
'vants 3 rents thereby will be more moderate, and a fairer op- 
portunity given to perfons of merit and talents, that have been 
regularly trained in reality of trade to fettle themfelves; 
whofe diffidence {from a thorough knowledge of the propriety 
of conduct requisite therein) makes an eftabliftimem appear 
tod hazardous to attempt among fuch fwarms of adventurers 
: -wfo fill the Gazette weekly with proofs of their folly and 
•roguery; Example precedes reafon and law. If.thenobi- 
'• Hty, with their dignified dames, would make it faQiionable 
^ among them, to have but three or four difhes at their table, 
the apes of grandeur would readily fall into it; and what- 
ever mode of diet they eftabli&ed roi their fervants, their 
imitators would prefcribe inferior for theirs: This circom- 
ftance in a few months might rje made furprifingly tbincreafe 
• the general ftock of provifioij, which is the principal thing 
required ;— for clog but the farmer, &c. therewith, and you 
- deftroy all their cunning, and break the whole chain.*— Mo- 
' fiey muft be had to pay rent, taxes, wages, wear and tedr of 
Utenlils, cloathing, education of children, pocket indigen- 
cies, with many other things, for ail which ftock muff be 
bartered* befides, if we continue to go on as of late years, 
what would be the confequence if the Almighty in bis dif- 
pleafure mould vific us with diftemper among the cattle, or 
dearth on our harveft? both of which we are not ftrangers 
to. Then (hould we be too late convinced, that, like the 
jrrafshopper, our fummer-fong de&royed us in the winter. 
The prefent fuperfluous confumptjpn approaches near to both 
in effeft, though not proof of realjty, as there are in Smith- 
field cirery market-day plenty of fat ftock to kill, and of lean 
-bought to fatten in the environs of London ; but we fee" and 
feel it caufes too great a demand and unnatural dec&afe, 
which breaks in upon ftock to be rpfcryed for unforeseen 
emergencies, and fairly toeftabJUh what may be called with 
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propriety, Plenty. It was common a few years back to eat 
^b^fls f&ven or eight years old, mutton five or fix; yo* 
jn£y T now wear a pair of (hoes out to partake of either— A 
juft alarm ; but the profpeft, with the meads, wehave beioi* 
us, to ill hurn&n toneiight. - One twelvemonth's prudence 
.and right; management will re-eft ablifh in fafe and ufeful cir- 
culation. The fupinenefs of the legislative power, as well 
as that of the wealthy, at this alarming crifis, is afton idling; 
but Government feems chiefly intent on the fcramble for tic 
loaves and fifties, notwithstanding infurredtion (tares them fo 
boldly in the face, nor. is it eafy to acquit their humanity: It 
may be top fevrre to determine that they are intoxicated iri 
degeneracy of vice and pleafure. The army is a happy wea- 
pon in their hands. But view thofe poor fellows at live-pence 
per day, (the eftablifhment of virtuous times) and think 
whether their finews would not revolt at what may be deemed 
their duty, to pull a trigger againft a, ftarving felldw creature 
a&ually providing for them. — The cravings of nature muft be 
{applied, and bodily {irength fupported for ufeful purpofe*. 
It. is a. folly to talk of fobriety and ceconomy among the la- 
. bouring body of people; they are born with the fame pai&ons 
as the rich, though not with the fame means to cultivate and 
indulge them, which makes their enjoyments coarfer: there 
Jays all the difference — Let them fpend the little they get as 
they like, without your envy ;. they fupport you nobly in vo- 
luptuoufnefs and folly, at the expence of their health and 
. ftrength, through every inclemency you fhudder at. They 
may be confi<jered as a pattern of virtuous fortitude, by paf- 
fing through life embarrafled with every difficulty and in- 
\ convenience; which the rich, when attacked with, by hav- 
ing diflipa ted. their wealth, rather than en lift under their ban- 
> jiers, frequently put an end to with a piftol or halter. And 
. whatever conftrtt&ion a Uzy or weak judgment may put on 
their morals, their number may juft ly alarm; for. they are 
more than fix million of the eight which are commonly com- 
monly computed to compofe the inhabitants of this ifle. . A- 
rnong them .are the Militia, and many difbaoded foldiers ; it 
is they who fight and win your battles, and you'll fee further 
on, you make leaders for them.— Roufe then, for it is granted 
..there is virtue, humanity, and charity in ufeful. quantity in. 
. this land,, although governed by fafhion; then change but 
the fafhion,. and they will flow in their pureft ftreams, and 
diffufe the bounties of Heaven in their intended channels. 
As to fervants grumbling, it requires no notice, as they, can- 
Vf>t qarn money to fupport tbemfelves, and are the leaft. ufe- 
ful body to community of the human fpeciea : difmifs them 
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and pafs them down to labour, they will foon be humble 
enough. Attendants you cannot want, as there are' many 
thou&nds well-bred would gladly ferve for their fubfiftence 
-—to fuch a height is diftrcis arrived ! Our reverend fathers 
te*ch with all true believers the heinoufoefs of the fin of 
murder* and emphatically denounce damnation to the fili- 
cide; but both agree, that felr'-prefervation is the firft law'oif 
nature. Then* O ye rich ! heboid jhe havock you are mak- 
ing, and kindle not the. wrath of the people, who are daily 
incenfed at the new inventions for luxury. See, here comes 
arxother troops with, their families of* innocent victims for 
ilaughttT, coropofed of the inferior clergy, half-pay fea and 
land officers, oflice clerks of various denominations, fuperan- 
nuatcd penfioners, worn out in their country's fervice, with 
thoufaods of petty tradeiinea breaking daily, and hundreds* of 
thoufands of. different employs ftarving, whofe honeft abili- 
ties cannot procure a fubfiftence; all owing to your luxury 
and baa example, which hath increafed vice and profligacy, 
^imini&cd undetihnding, extended extortion on the necefla- 
iies of life, to double the. price on which their falaries, pen- 
fions, profits, and arts, were calculated to — They will cer- 
tainly teach your-the farmer, the grazier, the revelling, illi- 
terate rbutcher, who pretends . to account for that he knows' 
nothing of, with the butter and cheefe factor, and diabolical 
gardener, who prays for a failure of crop, that he may have 
lefs labour and more profit, and throws away his plenty to 
keep up the.price, with every other thriving dependant on 
your vices — Arithmetic.r-Yotr may ftart at this picture, but 
it is not exaggerated ;: and be thankful that pride hath given 
you time to change your fyftem ; for it is pride* only which 
hath hitherto reftrained thoufands within the rules of fociety, 
who are.moft capable to redrefs thefe growing impolitic pro- * 
ceedmgs, at the expence of their peace of mind, apparel, 
furniture, and every thing they can raife money on. But 
when all is gone, defperation follows; for who can behold 
their wife and children expiring, when the provifion made 
for the Iady!s lap-dog would preferVe them. If the Society i 
think me in thcleaft capable to promote their endeavours, 
they need but hint it* as I am devoted to the good of man- 
kind, 

THINE and MINE, 
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To the P RI.N T E R. 
S I R, / Gracechurch-Jireet) April 2J. 

SUFFER me, through the channel of your diffuftve 
publication, to recommend to the mature' confuleratiof* 
of the committee (for lowering the price of provifions) and 
their conftituents, of how much importance it may prove 
to inveftigate the true caufes of the late and prefent high 
prices thereof, in-order -that the targe lums raifed with fo be- 
nevolent and praifc-Worthy intention, may moft effectually^ 
anfwer the end of affording relief to fuch wbo moft ftand in 
need thereof; which I prefume fliotild be, and is, the aim and 
defign of the moft humane, charitable and beneficent of man- 
kind. To proceed then, if we look back and examine hif- 
toi*y about 220 years fince, in t;he reign of Henry VIIL 
provifions were only about one eighth, or at moft one fix'th 
part of the prefent prices; and the /variation in the twa 
next fucceeding rergns docs not appear to have been confider- 
able 5 but in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, of glorious me- 
mory, great and manifold were the complaints of the people 
about the advanced prices and dearnefs of provifions; info- 
much that then* as now, it came under the notice of parlia- 
ment, &c. for redrefe. — And here let the reader paufe an<fr 
confider, that it was during this period, and the proceedings 
and fucceeding parts of- that ever memorable reign, that the 
navigation > and therewith, the trade and commerce of this- 
growing powerful nation was fo remarkably extended at the 
expence and lofs of the before famous Hanfe Towns,' who, 
previous to- that sera, carried on nearly all the trade of Eu- 
rope. It w*is alfo during this reign that th$ fettling of Ame- ' 
rica with. plantations from Europe took place, ana* the mines 
©f Peru and Mexico being difcovered, and the riches thereof 
being extracted and transported to Eur6pe, in return for the 
manufactures of this country, at once greitly extended our 
manufactures, and enriched the nation alfo, with gold and 
filver. The confequence was inevitable: as ambition is a 
frequent concomitant of Wealth, and oft the prompting caufe F 
fo is the prevalence of ambition* and Wealth too frequently 
the caufe of luxury ; and hence the advanced prices and.dear- 
nefs of provifions, fo heavily complained of in that reign. 
So alfo in the fucceeding reigns, in which trade and com- 
merce has flourished to the enriching the nation ; provifions 
"have conftantly increafed in value, as well as alfo the value 
©f eftates, which pretty generally will.be found to bear fome 
confider able analogy in proportion ; and now to bring the 

con-r 
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confideration of the fame operating caufe home to the prefeni 
age, let us only look back to what was the cafe only twelvrf 
or fifteen years ago during the war, provifions were. then a-* 
bundantiy lower than at prefent; but as foon as peace was 
eftabliflied, great numbers of foreigners came over ttf fee 
after their new eftates, in our accumulated frocks or funds, 
which filled the town, &c. with multitudes of ftrangers, and 
with the difbanded officers, troops and failors, fo concurred 
to fill the town, that provifions were temporarily affe&ed 
thereby, and rents much increafed. But what basmoft con- 
tributed to the continuance and increafe of the deafnefs of 
provifions, and high rents, is the fame fort of caufe which 
produced fimilarefre&s in the reign before-mentioned, viz* 
increafe of riches, either real or imaginary: for let it be con- 
, fidered that although our transferable ftocks are, with few 
exceptions, what may be, not unfitly called, ideal or fictitious 
wealth, yet like a paper currency, while public credit re- 
mains inviolate, anfwers to the proprietors nearly the end of 
real fubftantial wealth, in regard of , his capacity, to expend, 
or indulge in luxury, and in confequence of about 70 milli- 
ons of this newly created additional ideal Wealth, attended 
with an increafe of annual annuities and. dividends, to the 
amount of more than two millions & year, fo impowering 
the people (an allowance for foreigners holding in our funds 
excepted) to expend two millions in a year more than they 
could without it, in confequence thereof, and of our man/ 
new acquired plantations and fettlements in America, foort 
after the peace took place, provifions and eftates increafed in 
value, and fo continued; and became a few years after, viz. 
in the year 1766, further increafed, by our very lucrative 
acquificions in the Eaft Indies, which whatever mifoondu& 
may have lately arifen, did, for a . time, caufe an influx of 
riches, to the amount of near two millions a year more, 
much of which being laid out in purchafing eftates at fuch 
prices as the Nabobs, &c. could get them at, with wealth 
eafily acquired in hafte, and thus as haftily laid out in pur- 
chases. This raifed the value of lands, of courfe, the 
rents of lands, and, in confequence of this, the far- 
mer neceffarily raifing the price of his lean cattle, and the 
price of pafturage advancing with the lands and rents, the 
ox or (heep, &c. muft necefiarily fell for more than before* 
to make it anfwer to rear them ; fo is it all, or moftly, thro' 
a concatenation of caufes, found to be arifing from the wr- 
creaft of wealth \ real and imaginary} other more minute 
caufes may* and do, co-operate, fuch as inclofing commons, 
cngrpfiing farms, unneceffkry falcfmcn, and carcafo butch- 
ers, 
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trsy &c. But I affirm, the principal caufe is, the increafe of 
real ox ideal wealthy creating a capacity to expend larger funis, 
and consequently to indulge in luxury! more than before^ and 
if public credit was to fail generally,. in refpe& of the ftockg, 
(which Heaven avert, and I think will fcarce happen, bat 
from the woeful misfortune of an urijfuccefsfuj War, and 
which I Would willingly hope at a great diftance) it would 
do much more towards making provifions cheap again, that* 
all the efforts now making, or that can otherwise be made ; 
and therefore of two evils let us be content to acquiefce iti 
the lead, faving always the neceflary laudable endeavours tb 
relieve the indigent, labouring, or manufa&uring poor, who, 
I pre fume, to be the fitteft objefts for the attention and bene- 
volence of the praife-wofthy Subscribers arid their Commit* 
tee. * 1 would therefore recommend* in lieu df an ineffectual 
attempt to lower the price of provifions in general, which 
woujd be (if Effectual) of advantage t6 the rich ahd poor 
indiscriminately, that the provifioris, when purchafed, may 
"be givefc away, or fold at half price* to fudh poor manufac- 
turing or labouring people who have large families* and who 
are tfce people who fuffer tooft, and want moft relUf on ac- 
count of the dearnefs of prcvi/iohs j and it Should be given in 
proportion to the .numbers, infancy, ahd other incapacities 
of fUch families j of which the matter manufacturer and 
tyorkmeh will probably be found competent judges on pro- 
per enquiry; and thofe poof, who, being iti health, and hav- 
ing work, have ho families, Will npt heed help, fince the pricfe 
t>f provifions will keep theih to their work ahother day or 
two in the week, which they might otherwife fpend at thfc 
alehoufe, &c. to the prejudice of the manufactures and their 
matters* of their own health and morals. 

•AMOR PATRIAE. 



s/f Sketch of d "Plan for making a General Provifon for the Poop, 
in England and Wales* 

IN the firft place every county fltould Have ft W&rkhoufe* 
where all beggars fliduld be compelled to refide. Thofe 
who are able to wofk fhbtild be obliged to it, and thofe who 
are notable fhotild be maintained in a decent maimer, but 
hone Ihoilld be allowed to begin public on any Consideration 
whatever^— A comfniflioher for the poor fliould be appointed 
for every county, and a ftetirard or truftee for every parilh > 
a lift of the poor of each parifh fliould be carefully taken at 
Voi,.X« ' Did ftatwL 
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Rated tinwj aftetled by the parfoa, afad regularly ,tranfciit- 
'ted to the conAnil&oner who iEhould refide in the county 
towtk, which somnpiffioner fltould tranfmit an e'xaft lift at 
"fiate^timea^ alfo of all the poor in his diftriflt, to the cpm- 
iniffioneY general, who fliould refide m London. To this 
perfon all the poors rates fn England ike. fliould be pun&ually 
remitted £nce a year or oftener; every houfekeeper who 19 
unable to work fliould have a^veekly allowance of is. 6d. in 
*the country ; but if in London 3s. 6d. per week. The com- 
miflloner of every county fliould draw on the commiffioner 
general every month for hts diftriA, which he fliould tranf- 
*mit tofhe flfewards of the different parKhes of the county 
' jwhere he refid'es, to Be diftributed to the different c&ftififtlt*, 
"as agreed upoi*. There are fifty-two counties ill England 
^ and Wales, which I lhall fuppofe contain 60,000 objects of 
charity, which isfomething more than 1 150 to each county; 
, which on ah average, ft the rate of 3s. each perfon per 
week, amounts to 408,6001. per ann. and allowing jjt,dodU 
'for expences m buildirig'workhotifesand fafaries to trie fuper- 
intendanfs, whidh 1 fliould imagine would be much mom than 
YufEcient, according to this calculation theexperice of main - 
.taining the poor in England, and Wales, would atodurtt 
exactly to 50o,qoo1. It has been commonly fuppdfed, thatt 
jthe money collected for the poor in England alone is at leaft 
\ million per ann. And after all it does not prevent a multi- 
tude of ^beggars, who fwarm every where one goes, to the 
diTgrace of the police of this humane country, I knot* 
.every fcheme hitherto offered, the public on this knotty 
fubjeft has been greatly defective in point of merit, a.fubjdcfc 
that Has baffled "the pens of many eminent men : it is- there- 
fore -perhaps preemption in me to attempt it \ but my love tfff 
humanity has notwithstanding prevailed on me to lay this 
fketch before the public, which I do with the more confi- 
dence, as I was the firft who about eighteen months ago 
,gave the hint for ere&ing a coal magazine, which Sir 
Charles tVhlt^orth, with fo much honour and advantage To 
liimfelf, had the merit many months afterwards of bring- 
ing to a trjal; nor am I altogether without hope, but ftys 
"fcheme may alfo meet with, the approbation of fomey me- 
ritorious perfon, who might fall on ways and means of put- 
'tfng it in exeedtion. But as my calculation refpe&ing the 
number of the poor-, &c. is altogether conje&ure, all thgt I 
contend for, is the mode of proceeding in the management 
of them, "by which method I am inclined to be pf opinion, 
'that the public would perhaps, fave little lefs than cine ,haJf 
of what they pay at prefent toward* fupporting the poor. *, 

.;:. T&us 
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Thus havef endeavoured to fliew the outlines of a fcheme 
of providing for the poor, where every objection I flatter my- 
felfrs obviated, and every irrconvenienc? rfemoved, «n£if ft 
wetfe once fet.on foot, I mould nofdbubt of ks giving univefr*. 
laJ fatisfafilop to Sll'parJ res, ' "* . 






/TBHE cafe of the perfecuted 4n^rVitra;ily ojpprelftd inha- 
A-inbitaAts o£.th*i>*wy, Stf ftgftd in certain c^uerieA in the ■ 
publtDpapers^.p^odtttttfi tbtfe inferior remarks in a fpirit of 
jufticcto thenu •- ./, 

Ttoe arigwsal fWidatioo of the Nullum Tempusjten^t in 
the Jaw was a jaoft juft me. The p«bhc confutes an im- 
mortal body ; and the cftMri lands being held appropriated 
totcr>able the Sovereign far .the tin>e being to ferve his office 
of King fortbe benefit <rf the public, it was v^ery confequen- 
tjatthatiueh lands fhould be unalienable. This tenure was 
fhi£$f feudal, id. eft. a tenure of pay. \ 

** But in Charles the Second's time, when the feudal tenures 
were abolilhed, and aojunpie proven fupplementally made 
KQr the maintenance of the Royal, office, the refearch of crown 
-property ilackened, which in fome inftances had fallen into the 
b»*U of the actual poffaflbrs in the ftile and manner of d6relic"t§. 
The a£t of parliament however lately paffed on pecafion of 
that iniquitous temporary attack f>n the Dufce of Portland has 
helped to tranquil ixe feveral of the poweifql and great againft 
future moleftation on the Nullum Tempus law. With what 
odour then of equity, of humanity, of regard for common de- 
cancy, the poor inhabitants of the Savoy could be Specifically 
excepted* is left to the candid public to determine. 
♦ Bur in what a light of horrid and fhameJefs pppreifivenefs 
Will not this attack on the property of the poor houlholders 
of the Savoy appear, when it (ball be known that while the 
tffovwi lawyers affect to treat them as ufurpers, invaders, and 
Wrongful poffeflors of the crown property in the preijiifes, the 
miniOer* and officers of the crown arc thegifelves manifeftly 
guilty of that very usurpation which tbay W<MfK to fix upon 
the houihoWera in the Savoy . 

' Nothing is^more certain than that the Duchy of JL.anca{ler 

is no more crown land than . the Ele&onue of . Hanover, not- 

withftasjdiAg their conceakswig inthe tame perfon.* The te- 

Aurta are. eltentially different 2 and both the law and theftate 

D d d 2 confider 
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eortfider and treat them asfuch. They arc under drfferent 
orders, regulation and government with great propriety, fince 
the tenures of the crown and the duchy are in their, nature 
absolutely diftinfi: objedis. The one originally public p»o* 
perty, the other accidentally private ; and furely in quality of 
a Ibbjegt title liable to all equality with that of other fubjefti 
of the realm in common $ and the plea of prefcrjption is as 
valid againft the Duke of Lancafter, or againft tbofe tharprot- 
' tend to bold from him or his bequeft, as againft any other 
peer or commoner of the kingdom. No ftream rifes higher 
than its fpring. A duchy cannot be a royalty, nor entitled to 
the prerogatives of the crown. 

There is much more yet. There had been an hefpital 
founded in the Savoy, of which the fupport -had arifen from 
the revenues of the precinft. That hofpital had fuffered dif- 
Iblution by the negleft of the adminiftrators or officers of tjie 
Chancery of the Duchy $ and the farvicejtu* thereon "being m> 
longer performed, the premifes, very likely through this ireg- 
left and dereli&ion which begot a icind of implicit forfeiture 
remained unchallenged and unmolefted in the hands of the in- 
nocent tenants of that time above fourfcore years ago, who «t 
the word were guilty of no other wrong than keeping a pof-r 
ieffion which nobody difputed with them ; and of which, what 
titles they had, or whether they had any other at «11 inadua} 
poffeffion, the law refufes to take any notice after a certain 
term of .years that form the prefcrtption between fubjedt |nd 
(ubje&, between the prefent poffeflbrs of houfes in the SaJby, 
"and the Duke of Lancafter or his heirs. 

It has been precedently faid that the Crown has been in 
this cafe guilty of the very ufurpation which itfalfely re- 
proaches to th$ houfbolders of the Savoy. Nothing is more 
true : The barracks* the prifon, &c. are all illegal incroach- 
ments on the Duchy of Lancafter ; and now to give fome 
colour of law to that incroachment, they want to obtain an aft 
from their known majority in- parliament for changing the 
names of the different tenures, and for giving the appellation 
of Crown. J^ands to premifes that never belonged, ualefe fey 

*■'■ ■ ■ ; ■■ . ' . ' fc » . " a n ■ i ■ i « ' ■ ■■■ m i . i « H 1 " u -T |i jh tm 

* That fuch diftinclions of feudal tenure of land. is no new 
do&rine, no temporarily imagined plea, will appear from this 
plain fa^, that kings of France have, under lower titles in 
quality of vaflals to their own fubjefis, done homage to them 
for certain lands. Different tenures conftitute-different rights. 
The King, as King holds from the people, as the Duke of 
Lancafter from a private fubje&, and nothing more. Ttafe 
Rights are not to be confounded, 
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tifnrpation, to the Crown, and were moft uaqueftlonabiy *»' 
jlginally part of the Duchy. 

They have done more. They have compelled or received 
rbnts from fome of the intimidated houlholders of the Savoy 
in the name of the Crown ; which, as if they had been fen&bfe 
of the illegality and indefeofiblenefs of the extortion, wore 
prefumably never paid into the Exchequer, at leaft its books 
ought not to have made entries of them, fince the recovery 
of fach rents never belonged to it, at leaft in the firft in- 
fiance, 

In the mean while they have made themfelves fo fure of 
carrying their point of crufhing the poor inhabitants of the 
Savoy by an iniquitous judgment, that their officers have been 
feen with their inftruments of admeafwement marking out 
their unhappy victims, which is no wonder in times that nor 
equity, ndr honour, nor the laws, nor the due protection of 
parliament; cao defend the fubjfcdk againft any violences of a 
power armed with tne terrors of a dead majority, and of a fa* 
tal influence over fucb numbers <jf the fervile and corrupted.' 



To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 

THE papers have for a long time paft been filled with dis- 
putes concerning the laws of England as they now Hand* 
fome writers have aflerted that they are very deficient, whiift 
x>thers have with equal pofitiveqefs affirmed, that they ate the 
compleateft body of laws that any country can produce. I 
fiavc with great attention per u fed the letters of the advocates 
on both fides of the queftion, and though I muft confefs that 
a great deal of learning is in them, yet I think the authors of 
them have entirely miftakeri the queftion,which in my opinion 
is not, whether the prefent laws are good or bad, but whether 
the mrnifters who are to fee that the laws are put in execution 
Without prejudice or partiality, have ftnfeand courage to fa* 
that puniflunent is paflcd upon the gtiilty, without regard to 
the quality or importance of the criminal, ft feldom or never 
happens that laws ye bad in themfelves, butr become fo either 
through the wickedhefs o* weaknefs of the governors of a na- 
.lion : ' did they poffefs that good fenfe and goodnefs of heart 
which the original law makers intended every man (houldbe 
mafter of whofhould be fetover a people to be their ruler, nto 
Jaws exiflr of wtrfch they need complain. I fhaN therefore not; 
WJiiij* into the perfoaiofl or defeft of our laws, but of o*f 

mm* 
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minifters. If matteta go wrong in a fUtc» Aofe vrfio have the 
management thereof rnuft be to bkmfi% aad ought Co.be 4 an^ 
feeraM* for their badcondud as the law of thcif cojuntrjrdi-, 
reifcs. Firft, let us make it our bu£nds*o learn wtetttft/he 
body of people at large are diflatisfied: and if fo, fecondly* 
the caufe of their uneafinefs. That they are diflatisfied, a- 
fcundantly appears front the moftfolemn teltimoniea theyfcage 
repeatedly made againft thofrefeaferulera, in eyefy modejtE§t 
the laws would authorize - r and fo pubjickly have they com?, 
plained and {hewn their difapprobation and reientment atf ih* 
injuries and infuits offered to them, that no period in the 
country can be a ftranger to their abhorrence of the ittinjftejp 
now in power. The caufe therefore of their difUkeTetofeup 
enly to be considered. Indeed I have.often been futprbseda* 
the narrownefs of the reafoning of thofe men who afectbod 
the ferments of the nation, which happened fooivj}fte*. "toe, 
afceffion of his prefent Majefty, to Mr* Wilkes, as if it ,wese 
poflible for one man (and pray, reader, mark whom) to rou*e 
the refentment of a whole nation and. its colonies. RidicM* 
lous fuppofition ! It is not in the power 6f ten thotffaod 
Wilke&'s to make England ungrateful ordifobedient,^vti&oaj: 
fufficientcaufe. We muft not date the beginning of the nttion!* 
diftruft fo far only as three or four years back, for it originr 
ated much earlier, within three months after .the death of the 
fctfe^pod old king. The people were (atisfied and united tiJJ 
their old and faithful governors were difcharged and infultcrf* 
urider wbofe able adminiftration their armies were victorious 
abroad, and their liberties preserved at home; in their ibea<t} 
»fet of ignorant fycophants introduced, without ability to di» 
*e&, or inclination to be honeft. It were needlefs to mention 
what miniftcrs were d if miffed, or by whom they were fucceed- 
ed ■; I mean only to warn my countrymen againft the fophiftry 
*>f afcribing the popular difcontent to any defeft in the law** 
or t* the influence of any one man, or of its being a .blaze 
{produced on a iudden* The condu&of my countrymen hat 
been grateful, Teniibie, and fpirited ; and I hope to fet? rf*£ 
vengeanceof this nation burft forth with irrefiftibie fury on tbt 
beads of thofe wretches, whofe hellilh cabals have loaded I* 
with fo much ignominy, and brought on us fuch infoppotfr* 
able misfortunes. : ' . t 

B R U T U *c . 
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The Bill • for the better regulation of the Eaft-India Compe- 
- r ^ny*s Affair* being brought in by Sir George Colebroeke, and 
i*€r. Sullivan ; and the Speaker having put the Qpcftion 
•-^W *rher be fliould leave the Chair, Mr; Cornewall faid, 

_; 't w _ Speaker, . ' 

^TAViNG all aloag difappuoved of the prefent bill, both 
* 2p£* oir account of the matter,- and the manner, in which it 
-wa* introduced, and baring been, lately appointed one of the 
fcteft committee foe enquiring into the -fate of the Eaft-India 
Cbtppatty, I cannort r now help entering my proteft againft 
yoUr leaving the chair. I have. attended that committee more 
«lofely than moft other gentlemen: and from what I can fee 
thetfouffe of t|Kir enquiry will fusnifii this houfe with very 
' material tights* But then it will be impoffible for them this 
fdflton to go through a twentieth part of die talk impo&d up- 
on them. Will you then, when it is impoffible for you to* come 
~*t4rinfeteen partsin twenty of the needflary information, pro- 
ceed to eftabiifc a fyftem of permanent laws and regulations 
' at Bengal ? Confult your journals ; you will never be . able 
to finda fmgle example of proceeding thus ex parte. Confider 
that this ad is not intended for a temporary expedient, but for 
a lading, if not a perpetual charter. I ,do not mean to tell 
tales oatof febool i but I will venture to promife that the re- 
port of die feleft committee will contain matter very proper 
for your eonfideratfon on this occafion. Drop then the idea 
of paffin^ an a<3, wfcHe ajcommittee of your own 4mife fits 
4dHjeraung upon the fubjeft^ and finds matter growing upon 
their hands to fueh a degree, that rt will be impoffible for 
themto come to a-ftnalconclufion; before the end of the next 
4Mfoft of parliament* This ideait was that induced them to 
prepofe to the houfe the ene&ion of- a court conftfting of a few 
persons for the fecial purpofe of enquiring into the fiate 
if Eaft-lndia ^affairs, and of having a report ready for the 
: houfe 'after the recefs. Siace my plan did not takeplaoe, I 
•befoetih you to waicabeiffue of your own* The. prefent bjll 
♦fts'rforcbroe in tor the houfe in the regular and ufual manner. 
< We ire nor properly informed whether it does, or does not 
^me from the proprietors.. Ifitxloes^wby did they not ap- 
ply by petition, and prove- the allegations contained ink at 
you^bar ? WeAould thus hare fomething firm and folidto 
- graipy not a mere fhadow* which nobody will avow. We are 
■going to redrefs grievances, whofe exiftencc has not been af- 

certained 
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* See a copy of this Bill in out teft number. 
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txrtatned In a judicial and parliamentary manner* Not $ 
fingle Wit nefs has been examined at your bar. 

Had this plan been purftred, it would, I believe, have ap- 
peared r that the prefent complaints concerning the mal-ad- 
$iittiftration of ju&ice in Bengal, acifefromtthe^hanerdj/afct- 
cd to the Company about twenty years ago. I a\ pretty 
well informed, that before that period there were ? ; or no 
complaints, and few or no- reafons to cottoplair** . bVt fitch* te 
will happen in the beft governed countries.' The old charter 
Was found to anfwer very well all the purpofes of the fetrje- 
menr. Would it not be Worth while, before we enter upon 
new regulations, -to enquire whether the restoration of the 
oW might not efreft every good purpofe intended by this, WW 
court of juftice. For thefe and various other reafons* which 
will naturally occur to every gentleman, anet which for, fear 
of exhaufting the patience of thetHoufe 1 omit, Imuft, tho* 
I fhould be fingle in the motion* oppofe your leaving* the 
chair. 

Mr. Townfend faid, that the honourable gentleman need- 
ed not.to be afraid of being fingle in fupporting fo reasonable 
a proportion ; that not only for the reafdns akeady urged he 
tnuft fecond him* -btrt likewife for this, that he had never 
heard any argument for proceeding in the affair without the 
lights expected from' the committee, but one* to wit, that \*t 
<u>*ght upon the general principles of reafori and policy frame 
a ly$em of laws a priori for any country, and therefore; for 
Bengal ; that this do&rine appeared to him as abfurd as if any 
one- fliould infill that, becaufe a taylor had a general idea of 
making a coat, he would he able to fit his particular perfon 
without having feen qr ever meafured him. 
* Richard Whitworth faid that, if this motion fucceeded* 
fifteen millions of people would remain two years without 
-any relief from the intolerable grievances* under which they 
now laboured 5 that therefore he was for going into the cotn- 
•wittee, and for rejecting what was improper^ and amending 
wtfat admitted of amendment ; that though they had not 
taken exaft meafure of the people of Bengal, and therefore 
could not exactly fit them with coats, yet, as they were ab- 
solutely naked, it was but charity to fend them a few rags to 
cover their naked nefs * that, if. the honourable gentleman 
; who introduced the ftory of the taylor, were in their fitoa- 
tion ; that is, without any coat at all, he would be gfcd of, a 
blanket or rug to cover him from the inclemency of the fca* 
ions, from the rapacity of the Company's fervants* 
, »Upon a divifion, Mr. Cornwall's motion mifcarried, and 
the {loufe went into the propofed committee. " 

[An Account ofthc&ibQtt incur next \ 
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